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This manuscript traces the old Dutch Reformed Church of pBayonne,
new Jersey, its congregation and the town itself, from the early
1600's., ‘“he Vreeland family, one of the founders of Bayonne, is
the link in documentation from 1638, when the "Arms of Norway"

landed off the snhores of Manhattan, to the present day.

Five families are verified, meeting first in a school house,

located in the Bayonne/Jersey City area and then in the first

log cnurcn. These families (the congregation) are followed through
the estaplishment and growth of the church itself and the envolvement

and development of the city of i3ayonne, New Jersey.

The congregation cf the Dutcin Reformed Church began in 1664 at

a log school nouse that also served as a church. In 1773, the
first stone church was built (Reformed Dutch Church). 1In 1828,
the Church of Bergen Neck was erected. The congregation then
left tais building and built the present church in 1866. It

was then called the First Reformed Church. It is now the First
Federated Church of Bayonne, named when they combined 3 churches

into one (the lst & 3rd Reformed churches and the Presbyterian

church) .

It is the oldest building and church standing in Bayonne today.
It is the second oldest church in the area., It has perhaps the

oldest traceable congregation in New Jersey.



THE OLD DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH, ITS CONGRLGATIOW AND COMMUNITY LIFi

BAYONNE, NEW JERSLY

by

Joan Vreeland Studer

The old Dutch church and its congregation nad its beginnings
in what is now iudson County, between Jersey City and sBayonne, New
Jersey. The long history began in the Dutch American settlement
during the 17th century.

Bayonne* was first sighted by Henry Hudson in 1609. le
explored the area, anchoring at Sandy and Constable iflooks. He
passed through Kill van Kull** and continued to the river which
is known today as the Hudson River.

Early in 1614, tne States General of iolland passed an act
giving to certain merchants of Amsterdam the exclusive right to
trade and establish settlements within the limits of the country
explored by Hudson. Not long after, a fleet of five small trading
vessels arrived at Manhattan Island, New York, carrying men and
supplies to build a fort.

There were a few small crude huts already built there by
former Indian traders (possibly French) but now a fort for defense
was errected and the settlement named New Amsterdam.l

lRoyden Page whitcomb, History of Bayonne, New Jersey (New York;
Vanity Press, 1904) pg. 18-21.

e

*Bayonne, New Jersey is a péninsula located south of Jersey City,

between New York and Newark bays with the Kill van Kull on the south.

Staten Island lies just across the Kill, Elizabeth and Newark across

Newark Bay and New York City and Brooklyn across dew York Bay. (Append.

2&3) The area of Bayonne is very Small, being only three miles long
and the widest part of the peninsula is one mile.

“*Kill van Kull or "Het Kill van Het Cull" neaning the creek of tihe ba:

/




In June 1629, the States General granted a bill of "Freedom
and kxemptions" to all such private persons as would plant any
colonies in any part of New Netherland, except Manhattan lsland.
The members of the West India Company were also granted special
privileges and whoever of its mempers would plant a colony of 50
persons should be a feudal lord or "Patroon" of a tract "sixteen
miles in length fronting on a navigable river, and reaching eight
miles back."?2

On August 4, 1638, the "Arms of Norway" landed in Manhattan,
This ship was carrying families that took advantage of the "Freedom
and pxemptions" bill. Among the settlers was Hendrick Jansen Van
Schalcnivyck* and his wife, Fitje (Sophie) Hartman,** tneir first
porn son Class and two servants. Schalchivyck cnanged his name
(as was tne custom then of the settlers) to Jansen and soon after-—
wards took on the name of #Michael Jansen van Vreelandt, the latter
being the hamlet near Braechhuysen, Holland, where he was born.

His sons went under the names of Jansen, then Michaelson, van Vree-

landt and finally Vreeland.3

2Nhitcomb, pPg. 21

‘ 3Nicholas Garretson Vreeland, The Vreelands Their Book (New York;
Vanity Press, 1906) pg. 73, Chapter 19,

*Michael Jansen Vreeland was born in 1610 (see appendix I) and came

from Schrabbekerk, Island of South Veveland, Zeeland, Netherland. He

was a merchant by trade and soon made his living as a trader in furs

and dealer in cattle. Farming was part of his livelihood. He was one

of tne five advisors Stuyvesant had in New Amsterdam. (Vreeland, pg. 73)
**Landing in this country, Sophie Vreeland, then 27 years old, had married
at 16 and would have 7 other children, born in America. She was left a
widow in 1663.at age 52, with six sons and two daughters. For over thirty
~years, she maintained her place at the head of the household and, without
remarrying, died at 86 in 1697. She had the title of the land, left to

her by her husband, confirmed to her by Lord Philip Carteret and it was
disposed of her by will,
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The Vreeland family was the main connection used to trace the
history of both the area and the Dutch church. It is through tinis
family and their friends that documentation of the congregation was
found.

On December 4th and 5th, 1654, patents were issued for land
in the southerly part of Jersey City and Bayonne. Grants for tracts
of land were drawn up in the original names of the Dutchmen. The
Vreelands were the only ones that could be verified. However, all
nine men were considered the first white settlers of Bayonne and
consequently the founders of Bayonne.

The stay of these settlers was short, for on September 15, 1655,
an Indian attack killed many settlers and burned their homes. Tne
families fled back to New Amsterdam,

In 1658 a treaty was drawn up and the Indians sold the Dutch
settlers the property. Vreeland was among the Dutcnmen and their
families to settle along Bergen Neck in Bayonne. (map, appendix II)

Many colonists married into neighbor families.* They would
travel into Manhattan to be married by a designated clerk or acting
minister. Among these early settlers of Bayonne were the families
of Vreeland, Van Biskirk, Van Riper, Garrabrant, Brinkerhoff, Sip,

Van Winkle, Cadmus, Braecke*, Salter and Van Horn.4

YWhitcomb, Pg. 23 & 29.

*Colonists found marriage almost a necessity. It was then a cooperative
partnership in which husband and wife shared in the overwhelming amount
of work required to provide shelter, food and clothing. Dutch women often
helped the men in the fields. However, it was considered a plus if the
women were educated, as these women also mingled in all the business of
buying and selling, in many cases taking entire charge of the famlly
property. (Sinclair, pg. 123)

**It was common practice that the son's father met with the prospective
daughter-in-law's family and promised house and land and inheritance before
marriage was agreed upon. (Greven, pg. 76-77). iichael Vreeland must have
had quite a few meetings with Dirck Classen BraecKe, as #ichael's tihree
sons married Braecke's three daughters (Appendix 6) Having no sons, upon
death, Braecke willed his daughters all his property. (Appendix 5)
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In the same time period that this area (later known as Bayonne)
was being developed, the northern section, of what will pe called
Jersey City, was also being settled. All of this section was then
named sergen. It is difficult to separate Bayonne and Jersey City
in the 1600's as there were no set towns as there are today. So
when a high area was chosen, in what is now Jersey City, it became
another village in the section. This was "Bergen Square."

This village was laid out in the form of a square. (Appendix IIB)
The buildings first erected were probably built of logs or stones.
The new settlement grew rapidly and by May, 1661, every lot was
occupied.*

Almost as soon as Bergen was founded, provision was made for
the religious and educational needs of the people of the area. When
the first school house was erected is not known, but it was built
about 1664. This was made of logs and also served as the first
churcn. kngelbert Steenhuysen was the first schoolmaster, and was
also the clerk, who, in the absence of a minister, conducted the

religious services and performed most of the functions of a regular

clergyman.5

5Jersey City Tercenteary, pg. 17, 18, 19,

fThe v1l;age soon became so important to the people in the area, that
1t was given a local government, On September 5, 1661, a court was
installed consisting of magistrates., This was the first court and
the first municipal government established within the limits of the
present state of New Jersey. The inhabitants of the village chose
their own magistrates. The first appointed were Harman Smeeman,

Stienments and “ichael Jansen Vreeland, th ivi
] ' e la r
down in the area. ’ tter living furthe



The founders of Bergen erected a palisade
of logs around their settlement on the site
of what is now Bergen Sguare, Jersey City

This building was known as the Bergen Reformed
Church or Reformed Dutch Protestant Church of
Bergen.,
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In 1680, the first church, known as the Bergen Reformed Church,
was erected near the corner of Bergen Avenue and Vroom Street in
Bergen Square. It was an octogonal stone building with the roof
sloping to a point and surmounted by a weather-vane. The windows
were placed high above the ground. In 1683, a bell was placed on the
roof. When ringing the bell, the sexton stood in the center of
the building. The pews were placed around the walls and were
occupied by the men, the rest of the floor being used by the women
who sat on chairs. The minister preached from a pulpit placed
high above the congregation. In front, and just below the pulpit,
was a small pew with a book rest. This was occupied by the Voor-
leezer who conducted the services when the minister was absent and
led the singing at the regular services. The contributions were
taken up in little black velvet bags attached to long poles which
were passed by the deacons. At the bottom of each bag was a small
bell to arouse the congregation at collectiocn time. This custom
was followed for many years. The sermons and the church records
were in the Dutch language until the beginning of the 19th century.*

Until 1750 Bergen was without a regular local pastor, the
services being either conducted by the Voorleezer or by ministers
from New York or other places. In 1750, the congregation decided

to engage a permanent pastor, and obtained one Petrus DewWint, who

served for nearly two years. The first permanent minister was

6Jersey City Tercentury, Pg. 20, 21.

*One of the earliest marriage records
of a Lourens Van Biskirk and F
September 18, 1709.

: foupd in this area was that
ytje Cornelissen van Vreeland, dated
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William Jackson who was called in 1753, went to iolland to complete
his studies and was installed in 1757.

In 1773, a new and larger building was erected. This church was
constructed of stone and was 45 feet wide and 60 feet long. (It was
in use until 1841).7

During the 18th century, the church and its officials (minister,
deacons and elders) were a very powerful unit in family lives. The
church was dependent on the family for daily supervision of Christian
morality and behavior for it lacked any direct means of enforcing its
rules and regulations.8 The officials of the church had to encourage
the family to live "Christian" lives according to the church laws.
The congregation was willing to advocate this way of life as the
church was the only organized institution in the community.*

The Reformed Dutch Church in 1776 saw the Revolutionary War come
to the area. Among the men who enlisted from the congregation were
the Vreelands, Cadmuses and Van Biskirks.

The whole territory was overrun with notorious characters and

was the scene of murders and robberies. Constable Hook was an

7Jersey City Tercentury, pg. 21.

8, A ci s
. Tamera Hareven, Famlly.& Kin in Urban Communities (New York; New
Viewpoints, 1977). Note: ?hls was noted as being standard procedure
in all Dutch churches in area, although the

Bergen Reformed Church was not mentioned by
name.

*According to the work by Tamera Hareven,
hold any office in the church nor vote. This was also confirmed by the
Dutch Reformed Church records. fiowever, they were needed for volunteer
work,_to.ra%se money and rear the children in their faith. 1In the 1700's
Rev,. Benjamlp Qolman praised women for showing "more of the life and
power of rgl}glon" than men., He explained it as, “"Women's natural tender-
ness of spirit and retiredness from the cares and snares of the world."
Later ministers focused on the religious inclination "naturally" present
in female temperament. This shift from the earlier, "Eve's Legacg" and

females were not allowed to
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0ld Bergen Church of Jersey City (still standing) .

Before it was erected in 1841,

some of the congregation
left and formed the church of Bergen Neck in Bayonne, in
1828,
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important place at this time, and was also the center for numerous
executions both lawful and unlawful. Spies were everywhere and
neignbors couldn't trust each other as to where their alliances were -
with the British or Americans.

Finally the war came to a close. 1In April, 1789, George
Washington journeyed to New York on the occasion of his inauguration
as tne first President of the United States. His route led him
throuygn New Jersey to Llizabeth Point (Elizabeth), and then through
the Kill van xXull and New York Bay to New York.

The local inhabitants and those in Bergen began to arrive on
the Bergen Point shore early in the day, so as not to miss the
opportunity of seeing their leader and cheer him on his way.9

The congregation of the Bergen Reformed Church continued to grow
as the 1800's began.* The people of Bergen Neck (Bayonne area) were
mostly Hollanders and were a sturdy, God-fearing race who habitually
attended services on the Sabbath, even though it meant a trip to
the Bergen Reformed Church in the area of Jersey City. In rain or
shine, snow or mud, these people would travel the long distance.lo

So it was a great joy to these people when Richard Cadmus donated
land for a church to be built in the vicinity of Bergen Neck. The
new canurci was built by the people themselves and established oy
the fall of 1828. It was located on what is now the east end of

Broadway and named the Church of Bergen Neck.

9Whitcomb, pg. 48, 52,
lonistory cf Jersey City, Pg. 21.

1 . . .
Anniversary Directory, First Reformed Church of Bayonne, 1948,

. nues in Jersey City. It
urch. (Jersey City History, pg. 21).



The Church of Bergen Neck - 1829

(Bayonne area)

11.
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During the building of the cnurch, a small group of men, merchants
and farmers from the area, raised $1,600 for tne materials. Jasper
Zabriskie, elder in the Reformed Dutch Church on Staten Island, but
a resident of sergen Point, generously bequeatned to the church one
thousand dollars.*

Tne new puilding was built of wood witn a belfry and had forty
pews. Among tne "Heads of Families" that transfered their membership
to this new church were names that appeared as early settlers in
Bayonne.** Not until the building was completed and paid for was
application for organization of a church made to the Classis.***

Un January 1829, Richard Cadmus and Jacob Cubberly were duly
elected elders and Jacob Van Horne and Jacob Ackerman, deacons.

Tne first invitation to become the pastor of the church was extended
on tarcin 18, 1829 to Robert P. Lee, who declined the call. The
congregation renewed their efforts (on the lst of July, 1829) and
received a favorable reply to their call from the Rev, Ira C. Boice.12

.

2. ) . ) ;
Annual of the Classis of Bergen and Church Records Book #1

*Mr. Zabriskie took a deep interest in this enterprise and in making

his will, bequeathed money to the church, to be paid by his executors

to the Consistory as soon as it should become duly constituted as the
"Reformed Dutch Church at Bergen Neck." The money was to be invested,
and the interest paid over in perpetuity to the pastor of the cihurch,

as part of his salary. Mr. Zabriskie died before the church was com-
pleted, never becoming a member of it, but his memory lived on long
after he was gone. (Annual of the Classis of Bergen, pg. 329).

**Heads of families - wWilliam Vreeland, James C. Van Biskirk, David Van
Biskirk, Jasper Cadmus Jr., Abraham Van Biskirk, Cornelius Vreeland,
James G, Van Biskirk, Michael Zabriskie, William J. Vreeland, Letty
Vreeland, Garrit G. Vreeland, John . Vreeland, Henry Vreelaad Peter
Vreeland, George Cadmus, Cornelius Van Horn, Barent Van Horn éndre

Van dorn, John Cadmus, Richard Cadmus Jr., John G. Vreeland 'Paul Salter,
Nicholas Van Buskirk, William C. Vreeland, Albert Zabriskie, Joseph
Cupperly and Garrit J. Vreeland. (Directory, Anniversary First Reformed
Churcn of usayonne, 1948) !

***Classis of Bergen was the first movemen

t for 157 4 ;
of churches. the multiplication
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The congregation enjoyed the efficient and successful lapors
of Rev. Boice for a little more than fourteen years. The attendance
was good and the attachment of the people to their pastor was con-
stantly strengthening.

A committee was formed to oversee the finances and property
of the church. It consisted of wWilliam Vreeland, James Van Biskirk
and Joan Cadmus.* They purchased property for a parsonage and with
funds, partly their own and in some degree from Bergen and New York,
the chnurch paid off the cost of the building and parsonage.

Other committees were formed to take on certain responsibilities
of the church and its members. One such committee, consisting of
the pastor, a clerk, the church's deacons and elders, was formed
to oversee the congregation's conduct botin in the churcn and in
the community. As mentioned before, the church had much control
over its members, even into their personal lives., It was tnis group
that could hold trials if any of the congregation did sometning
anyone considered "un-Christian." They also held the power to ex-
communicate a member from their church.**

Two actions from this period have come to light. One was that
of a man from the congregation who was seen to have, "drink in him
and behaved in an intoxicated manner", in front of one of the other

. 13
members of the church. After much debate and many hearings,

13x‘sook #1, Records of the Dutch Reformed Church of Bergen weck,
Minutes of Consistory.

*these tnree families also appear in the history of Bayonne, holding
many offical offices in the city, in education and later in politics.
They were land owners and mnerchants and in that era were considered
wealthy in Bayonne.

**In all of the records of the church, dating from 1838, only one
woman was excommunicated. There was no mention as to when and why
this had happened. However, at a later date, the congregation took
her pack into the "fold" upon old age and on her death bed. (Book #1,

Church Records)
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Brother C. confessed to his intoxicated state at the time specified
and begged forgiveness of the congregation. He was told that it was
beyond the forgiving of the earthly congregation. He then begged the
forgiveness of God, stating that he was in a depressed mind having lost
control and allowed the Devil to tempt him. He promised his strength
in the future and his complete compliance with God so that this would
never happen again. The committee voted and accepted his proinise as
truth., de was allowed back into the church.

The second action came when one of the female members of the con-
gregation told the committee that one of the otner women mewbers had
been "with child" before the church had given their blessing on ner
marriage., This woman (not her husband) had to appear before the
committee to answer thne charges. She admitted telling tne other
woman she had conceived her child (now 1 year old) before the wedding
ceremony. ilowever, after much debate, the woman admitted to the
committee she had lied and the child was indeed conceived after the
ceremony and not before - being a premature birth. The committee
voted again and decided to forgive this woman the un-Christian lie,
if she prowised never again to use the "Devil's tongue."14

The church was, indeed, the center of the universe for many of
the people. It was even thought of as un-Christian if one did not
report on a friend if they had knowledge that this friend had in some
way transygressed from Christian activity,

A count on November 2, 1837, found the number of families in

the church at eighty. The total number in tne congregation was fourl5

14Book #1, Records of the Dutecn
Minutes of Consistory.

15

Reformed Church of Bergen Neck,

Church Records, Book #2
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hundred. During this year, the church was extended fifteen feet,
by taking out the east end and building it back as far as the lot
would permit. This was at a cost of $1,100. 1Twenty-four new pews
were built and were sold for $1,300. For a few more years they
needed and received aid from the Missionary Society and Board of
Domestic Missions, but soon stopped applying for the continuance
of aid.

At this time, farms were extensive and flourished in bBayonne.,
Trading with Manhattan was a common event. wWithin the next few
years, the congregation grew to four hundred and fifty mempers,
With the additional members, the consistory voted to give Rev.
Boice an extra $100 a year to keep a horse.l6

In 1840, by legislative enactment, the southern part of bergen,
including Bergen Neck where the church stood, became the County of
Hudson (named after Henry Hudson).

The inhabitants of Bergen Neck still had to go to, or send to,
Jersey City for their mail and "surrounded" anyone that had been in

New York and brought back the New York Evening Post.

The old-fashioned Dutch descendants, with their families, would
participate in a day's "outing" with games and contests. They enjoyed
life outside the church with picnics at Currie's Woods.

Some of the farm boys, upon growing up, would be sent out to
learn a trade. It evidently was a hard matter in those days to keep

an apprentice to his work. Apparently it was because of hard masters,l7

16Church Records, Book #2

7
1 Whitcomb, pg. 56.
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or stubborn dispositions on the part of the boys.*

In April of 1843, the church formea a 'lemperance Society.
1Two nundred members joined the group.

January 22, 1844, Rev. Boice accepted a call from a Reformed
putch Church in wew York. Soon after his departure, the attention
of the congregation was directed to the Rev. James Romeyn. He
was installed as pastor, May 28, 1844. For six years, in feeble
health, he went out among his people.

The congregation had grown into three areas, at Bayonne
proper, where the church was locatea; in the village of Greenville
on the nortn; and at the south, sBergen Point, where the parsonage
was located.18

In 1849, cholera broke out and was not checked until numerous
deaths had resulted from it, including many members of the church.
James Van Buskirk, of the Hook, laid out new burial grounds on

Constakle hook.19 (see map, appendix 1119)

Rev. Romeyn's health declined so greatly that other arrangements
were made to relieve the pastor of his duties. On the 15th of Auguest

1850, Rev. Jacob C. Dutcher came to become pastor. tie was installed

20
October 8, 1850,

18Churc'n Records, Book #2

19wnitcomb, Pg. 57

20Classis of Bergen

*The following ad appeared in the
Cent Reward" "Ran away on the 21s
an iIndented Apprentice to the Sash

wm. Perry. Said boy is about 5 ft. 4 in hi i i ; 3

. . gh, slim, is fond of Rum
and too lazy to work. All persons are forbid éo haréor or trust said
boy, under penalty of the law." Merchant & Roff, (Whitcomb, pg. 57)

Newark Daily Advertiser, 1837. "One
t from Fhe employment of the Subscribe
and Blind making Business, naned
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Rev. Dutcher continued his labors for about two years. He
officiated in the church in the morning of each Sunday and in the
afternoon at Greenville.

About this time, a number of French Huguenots began to settle
in Bayonne and join the churcin. The population had so greatly in-
creased at Bergen Point, that a committee was appointed, with the
Consistory of the church at Bergen Neck, on the subject of new
church accommodations for that population.

Albert Zapbriskie, on February 23, 1853, deeded to the Consistory
a suitable lot of land for a new church at the Point. Rev. Dutcher
assumed the pastorate of this church.

Difficulties arose as to who owned what and a committee of the
Classis was called in to settle the dispute. It was agreed upon
that the church at Bergen Neck would be entirely free from all
liability for any indebtedness for the erection of the new church
at psergen Point. The respective Consistories pledged to carry
out the arrangement. Those who held their offices in the old
Consistory, and favored the new church, resigned and made way
for others who would remain witn the old church.

'o replace Rev. Dutcher who went to the new church at the Point,
the congregation appoihted Rev. Aaron Stillwell. ile would serve the
Consistory at Bergen Neck. During nis pastorate, a new parsonage
was built on the old Plank Road, (apove 37th street, see map of 1861),

21
on land given by James C. Van bBuskirk. The cost of the house and

2lcilassis of Bergen
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other improvements was $3,500, of which $1,400 was from individual
subscriptions. Pastor Stillwell still had two areas in his service,
Bergen Neck, where he lived, and Greenville.22

Slaves started to disappear from the area and the Van Buskirk's,
who originally owned over a dozen negroes, helped aid their escape
from the south by turning their attic into a refuge stop on the
Underground Railway where runaway slaves on their way to freedom
could hide.23

Rumors of war with the south, during this period, were freely
discussed among the inhabitants. War was the topic everywhere
when, in the spring of 1861, the Civil War finally broke out. Men
and boys were encouraged to enlist. It becane increasingly common
to see mostly old men, children and women working on the farms or
running the family business.

Bayonne, together with most of the north, didn't feel the
impact the south felt during the duration of the Civil War. There
were personal hardships at that time and some lives lost. The
area itself showed no major signs of poverty or change because

of the secession of the southern states.

During the war, the need for contact with other areas held a

greater necessity than before. Although poorly constructed, many

roads opened up, connecting Bayonne with the surrounding areas.24

22Classic of Bergen

23Edwina Keenen, Bayonne Centennial Sketch Book

249hitcomb, pg. 64, 114
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Close on the heels of these changes came a legislature act
in 1860, authorizing the Central Railroad of New Jersey to build
a bridge to Bergen Point and to extend its tracks to Jersey City.
Originally the railroad terminated at Elizabeth. The extension
was completed and opened for travel in 1864. An 8th street station
was built and continued in use into the present century. This
guaranteed access to the people in Layonne with their neighboring
population. The railroad was soon used for freight as well as
passangers.25

On June 25, 1864, Rev. Stillwell died while still serving as
minister to the church. Rev. Theodore wells came to Bayonne the
next year. He was installed as pastor on June 22, 1865.26

In the same Year, 1865, the Civil wWar ended and many of the
men from the Cadmﬁs, Vreeland and Van Biskirk families came home
from the south.

It didn't take long for Bergen Neck to be transformed into
the euphonious and expressive Bayonne. Farms and forests had
been slowly disappearing with the transportation and communication
changes, and the area started to turn into an embryo city. The
appeal of the beautiful shorefront lured many men of neans to
purchase the farm land and create impressive country estates.

The rich who used to vacation in iNew York were now coming to the

coastline of Bayonne.

254hitcomb, pg. 115

26Church Records, Book #3, pg. 233

- 27Whitcomb
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Thus population grew. Streets and avenues were opened and
graded in Bayonne., Sidewalks were flagged and curbed, crosswalks
were laid, sewers constructed and gas pipes put through.28

Once more the church's congregation overflowed it's space.

In 1866, the oldest church now standing in Bayonne, started its
history. It was then that the 1828 Reformed Church was replaced
by a new building which was constructed at the corner of Avenue C
and Bayonne Avenue (33rd street). It was built upon ground deeded
to the Consistory by brastus Ranadall. The estimated cost of the
vuilding was over $16,000. Most of the actual work was done by

the members themselves. wnen completed and furnished, the church
was valued at $23,000. The largest sums donated were by aartman
Vreeland, Ricnard Cadmus and James Van suskirk, each giving $1,500.
The church was dedicated March 31, 1867 and renamed the First
Reformed Church of Bayonne, (the name Bergen Neck no longer being
used for a section of Bayonne).29

On March 19, 1869, a new charter of the city was submitted to
the people and was ratified by a vote of 225 to 34. Bayonne was now
offically a city with 4,000 people.* However, the city was still

far from ametropolis. The weekly sport was horse racing down one30

28Nhitcomb, pg. 75

29 Church Records, 3ook #3 & "100 Years" article by John Collins.

30Whitcomb, pg. 67, 68, 70

*CITY GOVERWNMENT - first election. Mayor, idenry Meigs, Jr.; Becorder,
Wwilliam D. Myers; Councilmen, Presidentq Jacob R. Schgyler; Flr%t ward,
Rufus Story, william L. sBeaumont; Second Ward, Jach bchugler, Lha;les
Hough; Third ward, John Combs, Joseph Elsworth, City Officers - City
Clerk, Francis Smith; City Treasurer, gamgel T. srown; Col;ectgr_of '
Revenue, John un. Carragan; street Comm15319ner, Hiram Van Busklrk; Cle
Surveyor, Emmet Smith; City Attorney, William H. Hohnst?n; Cle Copnc1l,
Leon Abbett; Overseer of Poor, bkdward Perry. Boa;d of bducaﬁlon —gres.
Fredrick G. Payn; Secretary, william D. Myers. First ward, breder;ck G.
Payn, David C. Halsted, Charles Davis. Segond ward, qohp Van Buskirk, Jr
Nathan barlett, Cornelius H. Vreeland. Third Ward, William D. Myers,
Josnua S. Jones, John W. Russell.
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of the main roads in town. Chicken thieves were numerous according

to the early records, and the local newspaper, nudson County Times,

ran articles on farming problems and milkmen's solutions.*
The first Bayonne newspaper was issued in 1869 and called the

Bayonne ierald & Greenville Register. Three new public scnools appeareaqa

in 1869, each in a different location, teacning a total of 1,000
children. November 1870 saw the first volunteer public Fire Company
and the estaplishment of the Police Lepartment. From the time
the city was surveyed and laid out in 1869, public improvements
progressed very rapidly.3l

Members of the Reformed congregation took an active role
-in the progress of the new city. Rev. Theodore wWells resigned
as minister of the church on September 4, 1873, After a vacancy
of a few months, Rev. Charles stitt was called to the church.

Under his guidance, a determined effort was made to wipe
out the $7,900 mortgage remaining on the church building and the
$2,000 in unpaid assessments.32

Street gas lamps for public use were now Seen in many areas.
The populance was no longer primarily butcnh, Irish, German, Italian,
Jewish and French people now lived in Bayonne. Catholic churches sprang
up as did a Jewish Synagague, However, the majority of the population

was still Frotestant.33

3lWhitcomb, pPg. 74

2
Church Records, Book #3

33hitcomb, py. 76

*Hudson County Times article States, "A milkman in Hudson County has
apopted.a new and somewhat novel method of giving his customers fresh
milk. He drives his cow from door to door and allows each of his

customers to milk the required amount they want ga
,chalk to their taste." Y nd then water and




This picture was painted and presented to Mr.
Abram J, Van Buskirk in 1879, from his Sunday
School class (Bible Class) and members of the
congregation at the time of his moving to
Summerville, New Jersey.

His widow Mary Jane Van Buskirk presented it
back to the church in 1911.

NINTH GENERATION — The rededication of marriage vows of Laurie Lee and Mark Kuchenbrod took placg Satur-
day at The First Federated Church in Bayonne. Thf. bridg is a ninth generation member of the Vreeland family, one
of the comfnunity’s founders in 1638, the year when the church congregation was founded. Congressman Fran I
Guarini, (D-14th) left extended his congratulations to the couple after the ceremony condl'ncted by Rev. Gllbe.rt
Dodd, above. “As icing on the cake of history,” Guarinisremarked, “(is) this event of great importance .to, Lau_ne
and Mark, whose marriage rededication will take place on the very spot in whicig many of her family's nine
generations worshipped.” He promised to monitor the Church’s application for historic status closely.

23.



24,

In 1877, the Standard 0il Company erected an oil refinery
at Constable Hook. This was the beginning of an enormous plant.
It would employ thousands of people from Bayonne in the years
to come, and, in time, bayonne became known as an oil refining
town,

By 1880, the population of Bayonne had increased to 9,372.
small pusiness and manufacturing plants drew many people to
sayonne. There were thirty-two marriages and one hundred and
ninety births, plus one hundred and forty-five deaths recorded
in 1880 in sayonne. These were figures for the whole city.34
(Names were not available for the breakdown in percentage for
the First Reformed Churci)

The same year, the women of the First Reformed Church
organized and presented a large church fair. The whole communi ty
turned out for the spectacular. The congregation raised $3,000

selling paked goods, home-made articles, etc. 1In 1881, Rev.

stitt was the second pastor to die while serving this congregation,

tie was replaced oy Rev., william Knox in 1882.
Pastor nnox succeedeu in elininating the church's debt comn-

pletely. During the next few years, the church building was

€nlarged and the whole interior was beautified at a cost of $11,000.
The cihurch was doing well financially and the congregation numbered

305, provably many from the Standard 0il Company. Several organizations

for churcih work were established.35

34Whitcomb, pg. 78

35Church Records, Book #3
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An ordinance was passed by the city in 1884 for the better
observance of the Canristian Sabbath. This Statute prohibited public
parades, accompanied by music, within the limits of the city, except
military organizations parading with appropriate sacred music on
funeral occasions. This record was written into the minutes of the
Consistory as well as in the newspapers. It is a fair assumption that
many of the town officals, who were also members of the church, had a
great deal to do with getting the ordinance passed.36

This ordinance probapbly took some doing as it was reported that
when it came to parades, people in Bayonne in the 1880's seemed to
take a great pleasure in them, more than their modern descendants,*

5till being a semi-rural community, Bayonne took a good deal of
interest in livestock too. Favorite prizes at club and church fairs
were cows, which evidently were quite plentiful. In 1888, a committee
of citizens called Mayor Newman to ask that cows be kept off the streets.

Betting became widespread. Bayonnites would wager money on pool
matches, foot races, billiard matches, wrestling bouts, boxing matches,
dog fights and cock fights, the later being in back yards and barns.
The biggest gamvlers of the time were the members of the Carteret Gun
Club. Tney were New Yorkers, whose club was in sergen Point. Sweep-
stakes were held repeatedly and Pigeon-sinooting matches were regular

occurances., $1,000 was the first prize.37

36Church Records, Book #3 and §5

7. - .
Tne New Jersey iistorical Society Magazine, Oct. 1962

*As reported in the Herald account of the Cleveland-Thurman parade in
1888..."they turned out in grand array to do honor to their candidates
and their principles..All along the line of march residents and places
of business were decorated and all 1lit up. The Bayonne Herald building
was illuminated for the occasion. About 100 paraffin candles were used
in the illumination and their lights twinkled from the windows like so
many stars in the sky. From basement to roof the building was all aglow

in lights and lanterns of every color. People by the hundreds paused to
gaze upon the scene...."
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The first bank, the Mechanics Trust Company, was established
in 1886, in Bayonne. wames of 67 Streets were changed - from family
names such as Van Buskirk Avenue to Twelfth Street and Cadmus Avenue
to Forty-fourth Street. liouse numbering began and the price of a
license to keep an inn, tavern, restaurant or beer saloon was in-
creased. In 1888, the Bayonne Electric Company started to erect and
maintain a system of poles and wires for electric lighting in the
streets and public places in the city. Free mail delivery started
and the bayonne Hospital was incorporated. The population of the
city at this time was estimated at 19,033.38

Rev. Knox resigned in July, 1893, On May 3, 1894, Rev. Charles
Jones was installed. Shortly after the pastor's coming, a revival
of great power, under the leadership of V. Fay Mills, began in a
series of united religious services, which resulted in crowds gathering
in the churches engaged in the services. This period saw Protestantism
reach new heights in membership. Overseas missions mushroomed as
the call to spread the word flourished overseas, 37

The end of the 1800's saw taxes being collected, along with city
garbage. The Bergen Neck Railway spur in the Constable Hook section
was completed. It was used for conveying oil and other products from
the ilook. The first high school was completed. A free Public Library
and City Hall were built. A larger police force took charge.

The church ended the 1800's by purchasing a house for the pastor
adjoining the church. The year following, it was renovated at a cost
of a little over $5,000. KRev. Jones' ministry endea in 1839 and Rev.

. 490
wWwilliam Boocock came in Octoper, 1899.

38,hitcomb, py. 83, 85, 86, 88

9 I
3 Church Records, Book #5 & #6

40churcl Records, Book #6



HUOEON QOUNTY BOULEVARD, NORTH FROM WEST 381w &Y. BAYONNE, N, .

28.



29,
‘At the turn of the century, the churca started to experience

different changes. For the first time in its history, a steady

decline in membership was noticeable, Many denominations of the

Protestant faith had sprung up in Bayonne and were pulling mnembers
away from the First Reformed Church. The city had 32,722 people
living in its borders at the start of the 1900's and the faith was

no longer predominantly Protestant. Polish and Italian Catholics were
immigrating into Bayonne,

On the night of July 4, 1901, a number of o0il tanks belonging to
the Standard 0il Company at the Hook exploded. A terrible fire ragea
for five days, consuming millions of gallons of oil. iiouses close
by were threatened by the blaze, and the tenants, who were mostly poor,
were compelled to camp out on the salt mecadows. This fire was one of
the largest in the United States at the time. The church members came
forth with food, blankets and support.

The same year, the church held memorial services for President
McKinley. Feelings of shock and horror over his assassination were
high in the community.

On the heels of such tragic events, Bayonne was hit once again
by small pox. Rev. Boocock encouraged his congregation to get vac-
Cinated. Over seventy cases were reported in Bayonne, twelve died.

In 1903, the church was called to help in the community. A fire
had destroyed a row of frame flats on Ave. C. and 18th street. Forty
families, mostly Jewish, were homeless and destitute. Once again, the
congregation took up contripbutions in tne way of food, clothing ana

money.4l

41Whitcomb, pg. 94, 95 and Church Records, Book #6
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Rev. poocock's term with the cnurch was filled with crises,
change, drama and questioning of faith. Natural disasters took
the lives of many of the congregation, New people arrived. Changes
in life style had to be made by the congregation, as they no longer
were able to function as a lone church unit. . The consistory and
minister nad to reach out into the community and "get involved."
The Dutch rule was now becoming a thing of the past as many nationalities
joinea the churcn. With the outside influences, many questioned the
cnurcin's dogma and even their own Christian faith.42
Gradually the congregation turned itself outward. The first
caurch newspaper was printed. Repairs to the kitchen and steeple
were done. Two committees were formed. One was to oversee community
groups which were now allowed to use space at the churchn for club
meetings. (The first such gathering was the Boy's Club of Bayonne).
The second comnittee undertook the planning for more interior work
in the church. The results were mason work done on the foundation,
rubper tiling put down in the vestibule and the contracting of
Merritt Metal Ceiling Company for a new metal ceiling in the Lecture
Room.
Rev. Boocock left in 1909, to be replaced by Rev. Theodore Bayles
on May 10, 1910. ie stayea for five years in which time Bayonne grew
into what was then considered a vigorous city with a population of

over 44,000 people.43

2
Church Records, Book #6

43Church Records, Book #6 & #7
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Many influences were affecting the congregation of tine First
Reformed Church. No longer could they look to their pastor for all
the answers and guidance. There were too many outside elements com-
plicating their lives. The congregation was nelting into a community
whose people came from all walks of life, from all over the world.
Member families were now socialized cdifferently and each had their
own ideas and knowledge coming from various sources. The church
could only guide them on their religious beliefs and this decreased
in importance, as life became more complex.

Bayonne had most of the facilities a young city needed. There
were 235 manufacturing establishments and only a few small isolated
farms. The men in Bayonne worked at industry now, the Babcock and
Wilcox Tubular Company, employing 1,500 of them and the Standard Oil
Company and the Tide Water 0il Company hiring 3,000, Large freighters
and some sailing vessels were loaded daily at Constable Hook and
Bergen Point. Trains ran frequently, transporting people over the
area and into New York,

The city had many immigrants now, especially in the Centerville
and Hook districts. 1In these locations, about 85% of the population
came from Germany, Russia, Italy, Poland, Ireland,

England, Sweden and

Austria. They were industrious, hard-working peovle, and were the means

of building up the thriving business section in those localities.,

Trolley service brought these People in and out of Jersey City and

througnout the Bayonne area.44

44whitcomb, pg. 106, 107
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Rev, bayles also saw improvement in modern innovations at tne
church. In 1912, an electric motor for pumping the organ was in-
stalled. This was of great relief to the husky boys in the congregation
as it was always their job to manually pump the organ during Sunday
services,

Just pefore leaving Bayonne, Rev., Bayles ministered to the
men in his congregation that worked at the Standard 0il Company*
during the great Standard 0Gil strike of 1915.%%*

A younger minister came to the church in 1916. Rev. K.ii. Augustine
would be remembered as their "absentee" pastor. One year after he
was appointed, world War I began. Rev. Augustine was granted leave
of absence to do welfare work at the army camps around the country.

Two temporary ministers followed during the pastor's leave, Dr.
Pfansteil and Dr. A.id. Kerr.

The congregation again took it upon itself to help out at "home"
while many of the young men from the churcn went oversees. The women's
organizations in the church were active in charity work and war-time

. 45
activities.

45Church Records, Book #7

*The Standard 0il Company was located on Constable Hook on property once
owned by the Van Buskirk family. An industrial community developved with
a maze of tanks, lights, pipes, towers & smoke trailing flames. (The old
Colonial Cemetary is still located there - or what is left of it).

**"At that time Bayonne was in a state of riot; seven strikers, a police
lieutenant and a bystander were dead; Central Railroad trainmen told thein
passengers to lie down in the cars when the trains passed 22nd st. to
avoid the dangerous stone barrage; the Governor of thne State refused to
call out the Guard against the workers for fear of imperilling his polit-
ical future; the city authorities were afraid of offending the oil comp ary
by taking action against them; company guards were shooting to kill; the
workers were out of hand; Federal mediators were getting no .where with
company cfficials; a mob of strikers descended on the Police Chief; the
situation was perilous." (The N.J. iistorical Society Magaziene, ©ct.1962)
It ended with Sheriff Kinkaid forcing both the strikers and the oil
company to mediate. e did it by physical force,.
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At the close of wWorld war I, the church passed a resolution to

the effect that dancing, under proper supervision, could be permitted
in the churcn parlors. It is reasonable to assume it was due to
the cnanging times. Music had become a major source of enjoyment
in the lives of the younger pecple and new dances were deve loped
every montn. Clubs and organizations in Bayonne held weekly community
dances where all the young people gathered. The church, to keep
the younger element in the congregation, had to go along with the
times and hold "parties" that included dancing.

Another "old time" custom vanished that year - selling of pews.
No longer could families own church pews. The congregation now had
no assigned seats and there were no obvious wealthy few. The First
Reformed Churcn was taking steps into the present times to keep and
hola its menrbership.

Rev. Augustine left permanently to work with the underprivileged.
A Rev. A,C, Van kaalte took his place just as the nation voted in
prohibition.

Tne church had always been against drinking. However, it nad
long since lost control of the personal lives of its congregation
and many members felt the squeeze. ‘There was bootlegging, and
speakeasies were scattered all taroughout the Bayonne area during
this period. The canals and back dirt roads, which their ancestors
used for transportation, came alive again as the Dutch( as well as
the numerous other nationalities in the city, took thneir midnight
rides.

. s .46
ihrougnout this time, the church committees worked for community

6Church Records, pBook #7
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support tihrougn new memberships and improvement on tne church ouild-
ing. A new kitchen went in, new neating and lighting, etc. The
steeple and pell were repaired again and there was a revival of the
church newspaper.

The city of Bayonne could now boast of almost every nationality,
race and religion within its borders. The First Reformed Church,
although one of the leaders of the Protestant churches, had to slowly
change with the times. The people now had a choice - to go to church
and support it both financially and spiritually or to ignore religion
and direct their energies elsewhere. The church officials had to
struggle with the older members who did not want to see change and
the younger workers of the church who could guickly direct their free
tire to other organizations and groups or to another church with
mnore social activities.

The man that would have the longest years associated wita tne
ministry of the church came in 1925, Rev. George Becker proved his
endurance and service with the First Reformed Church througn the next
seventeen years of strife, change and challenge.

The congregation grew to love and respect this man and his
family. He understood the changing current times and developed them
to be directed toward the young people of the church, He also held
on to the "old" and balanced the ideas and values of all age groups.
It was a precarious stand that was forever swaying back and forth.

Mrs. secker was able and likeable and turned her hand at running

the largest Sunday School the church had ever seen, * 47

In previous

47Church Records, Book #7 and #8

*This is the first time the records of th
a minister, yet most of them were rarried.
first name as she was always called, pMrs.

€ churcn mentions the wife of

There is no mention of a
Becker.
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vears the children attended regular church services with their parents
or attended a uible class. T1He sSunday schools, in all churcnes, started
to grow to more iwmportance in the following years.

Much has been written about tnis period of time in the church.
rev. becker started the policy of writing a yearly report, and it
is from here that one can appreciate the changes and problems that
the church had to face in the next fifteen years.

Three years after Rev. Becker took charge, the church partitioned
off the balcony in the Sanctuary by placing a wall from the top
of the balcony rail to the ceiling. A new floor was laid. Three
large glass stained windows were placed in the new wall. A hardwood
floor of red oak was laid over the entire auditorium and upper hall.
Double strip borders of a dark color were laid down the aisles and
around the outer wall at the baseboard. The pulpit was advanced
sonewhat, and tne same type of floor laid there.

A Bey scout troop was started at the ciaurch at the end of 1928.
'ne congregation sponsored and hired a scout master and his assistant,
as well as supplying room for the boys to meet. This practice has
continued through the years (adding and then dropping the Girl Scouts)
until the present.

The men of the church gave their time mostly as elders and deacons.
The records indicate that many times a men's club was started, only to

dispand.* The women of the church, while still not being able to ho1a48

48Churcn Records, Book #8

*The reasons for disbansion were not given. One can only surmise that
the younger men of the congregation had limited time due to long hours
in a job supporting their families. It was not "socially" accepted for
a married woman to work at that time, especially if she had children,
so the husband had no second income. The older men of the church were
deaccns and elders and sat on the committees.
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IFIRST REFORMED CHUKCH 10 CIVE
/FIRST OF SERIES OF LECTURE-
CONCERTS TUESDAY NIGHT

Miss Barbara Abel; Prominen
, tion Will Be the Speaker;

i A .
\ D S S

. LS {
\‘l‘he\ﬁrst *humber of the lecture-
‘eoricert; course, which is being of-
ferad to the people of Bayonne by
the Consistory of the First Reformed
Church will be presented in that
church next Tuesday evening at 8:15
o’clock. The committee in charge of
the course consists of former Judge
Peter Stillwell, chairman; Kenneth
iDD. Myers, Dow G. Roof, John B.
Lewis, Harty BE. Bockoven, Mrs,
George W. Hubbell, Mrs. Silas L.
lMorse, Jr., Mrs. A. D. Hargan, Mrs.
Ernst Thum; Miss Norma Wilson,
Miss Mildred Bockoven.

The Consistory of the church be-
lieves that' in arranging for  this
course o fthree lectures and one
musical number it is performing a
. real service for the entire city. This
will be the only lecture course to be
given in Bayonne this winter. It
takes the place of the forum held in
other years by the Central Y. M.C.
A. Furthermore, there is considera-
ble variety in the course and all ar-
tists are of unusually high talent.

=

t Editor of Y. W. C. A. Publicu-
To Give DeDtailed Account

\ Of ‘Travel In Russia Last Summer

Miss Barbara Abel, tne first lec-

“turer to appear in the course is a

igraduate of Northwestern Univers-

ity. She has done newspaper and

publicity work in Chicago. Four .
years ago she came to New York as

managing editor of “The Woman's

| Press,” the official organ of the na-
‘tional Young Women's Christian As-

isociations. )

i Last summer Miss Abel and Miss

iFjeril Hess, the latter a writer ‘of;
?‘children’s stories, spent four weeks:
1in unchaperoned and indepcpdgnt-’
travel through Russia. The trip in-i
| cluded Leningrad, Moscow, Nisni-:
iiNovgorod, u five-day trip down the:
‘Volga, and then a trip through the .
' Ukraine, and from Saratov to Kiev ;
vin third-class hard carriages. TFood .
% was to be had without much trouble
# during this trip, but articles of cloth- ;
ing were a serious problem. For ex--
ample, silk stockings that would *
hardly stand asingle wearing cost
24 roubles ($12) per pair. M_xss;
! Abel will speak of economic, relig-
ious and, family life as she found:

them in.Russia, !

39.
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any office*, were in charge of the choir (unoffically), and most
of the otner church groups. The ~omen's Aid Society donated a $45,000
tnree-manual Moeller organ to the churcn and it was installed in 1928.
In the proceeding years, tne church succeeded in conpeting against
the many organizations and clubs in the Bayonne area by adding to the
groups in the church. The following were active and came out of the
First Reformed Church - the wWomen's Missionery Society, wWomen's 2id
Society, Young Woman's Guild, delpful Circle of Kings Daughters,
Christian Endeavor (youth fellowship group) and a large Sunday School,
The total church membership was now hack up to 490 and still growing.
It is difficult to say if the membership grew at this time
because of society's sudden swing back to religion or the minister's
influence on his people and otners in the community. The reason could
be found in the fact that the great Depression was upcn the United
States at tnis time and the payonne families felt the great despair
that was prevalent in the United States. HMost pecple could not afford
to go out for entertainment or social gatherings. lluman nature brings
individuals together in time of crisis. 1In any case, the attendance
at the First Reformed Church increased as people found a common oond.
Children brought pennies to Sunday School to help the missionaries

in China. The church was greatly involved with alobal Christianity and49

49Church Records, Book #8

*Thls has always been a church rule up until modern times. Ministers'
addresses to women in the past had positive appeals to them to contribute
to society with benevolent work, pious influence and child nurture. They
encouraged women in the l6th and 17th century to work for the church.
However, wnen they wanted offical recognition and a "place" in the churci,
ministers' sermons more often sprang from negative tenets such as Gardinel
Speing's in 1890, that, "there are spheres for which a female is not
fitted, and from which the God of nature has proscribed her." 0Of course,
even their.calls for women's social participation had implied this kind
of constraint, for ministers defined women primarily as members of
families and then secondarily, as individuals in society. Ministers’

promises of women's social power contained threats about tneir limitat-
ions. (Nancy Cott, The Binds of Wwomenhood)
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Protestants Ask Coﬁ§61° a-
tion, Public échool Re

llgmus 9no’ds ,

M,

g P‘y\o staills codtitute
) reilgiaus group in Bay-

- /they occupy twenty of the

:¢s of worship in the city and

erved by twenty of the fifty-

i, representative Protestant com-
nitee today shows.
‘The report, the result of a sur-
ﬁ\'ey originated last spring, lists 41,
315 Roman Catholics, 12,150 Jews
wod 6,628 Protestants as the church
ind synagogue membexshlp here,
Ot these the' Catholics, with 69
her cent of thg total church mem-
bership, occupy only 31 per cent of
the churches. ;They are served by
twenty-nine prfests, muking an ave-
rare of 1,442 members to each

bership of 3,640.
The Jews, who consmule about
20 per cent of the 60,593 persons in

institution, have six Ssynagogues,
and three rabbis, As a result the
average synagogue membership is
. 2,025 and there is one rabbi to 4,050
"mewmbers.

T'he Protestants, making up ap-
proximately 10 -per cent of the
church membership, support twenty
churches, or 53 per cent of the
churches, each served by one min-
ister, at which the average men-
bemhlp is .33_1‘

The estimialed value of church

"Church Survey ‘Group |
Offers New Program

priest and an average church mem-!

the city affliated with a reljgious .

o7

SUTVEY " Was called togelher by a
roup ¢ men from the Ifirst Re.
formed Church, who last spring
were appointed by the consistory
rxt that church to inaugurate a sur-
vey of the Protestant churches of
Bayonne, covering such information
las mesenn membership, cost per
member, memhership capacity and,
membelslup possibilities. '
The committee organized with J.
L. Collins of the Firgt Reformed ||
Church as chairman and A. I, Hahn |
of the First M. IS, Chujch as secre-
tary. Mr. Hahn collegted the sta.
tisties. Other memberg of the com-
mittes were H. E. Bockoven, L. R.
Shellenberger, Dr. W.l A, Wesley
and H. Darnell Brmlr{. P
Other results of thejsurvey and
1e«,ommendauons of th commitiee.
follow: . b
“1, We ‘favor a week - period for
religlous education of our children.
This is to be a part of our school
currieula, conducted either at the
schools or churel s, apd on time
-allotted by the Board of, Educationg
“3, It Is our convlctiou that
there are too many {(Protestant|i
churches in Bayonne,. but not too
many ministers, Some nlan should
be worked out.whereby. ministers
would co-operata, and thus maintain
fewer edifices as well av. el’fect‘i
economies thereby.” h |
T. 'We recommend that each
Protestant church consider adding
an early Sunday, morning worship
service, especially during the good
weather, so that families could at-
tend service before going aw ay for
the day. ;
“{, We belleve that lnasmuch as
the recent survey' shows 28,000 un-

“buildings in Bayonne is §102 per
member, or a total ot $6,181,852,
T'he church debt per member js es-
timated at $6.73, or a total of
$408,290,

o eommittee  which made the g

v

Fcent of these are Protestant) there g

attached persons (pwbably‘ 15 pevf

.!ic; an opportunity for Protestant ex- |
4 pansfon, Efforts could be organized {
by (a) each church, (b) groups of |
.chunches sue as the Point, mid-
town and up er Bayonne, or (c)

! (:ily”\\'i'(ln."_)

ey e 1w ———

k

VYR S e ———
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supported Protestant missionaries in China in 1930. The congregation
sent thew clothing, money and bibles to help them in their work.
Problems in the United States and local areas were discussed
at churcn. The congregation now realizeca it was a part of a larger
force. Rev. secker included world-wide happenings in his sermons,
relating them to his consistory. A cormittee engaged Charles Stelyer,
on January 12, 1931, to give a talk on "Cure for Social Unrest." ile
was paid $25 from the church funds.
It was not recorded as to what "unrest" he was talking about,
put shortly afterwards a Mr. Collins called the consistory's attention
to a request by Doris Boden to equalize the pay of the ladies in the
choir. It was decided to equalize the payment of the quartette
singers at $10 per Sunday.so
In 13934, a church survey group, organized by a number of men
from tne First Reformed Churcn, made their findings public., "al-
thougih Protestants constitute the smallest religious group in sayonne,
they occupy twenty of the houses of worship in the city and are served
py twenty of the rifty-two clergymen," the report stated. It listed,
in Bayonne, "41,315 Roran Catholics, 12,150 Jews and 6,628 Protestants
with churcn and synagogue membership. Of these the Catholics, with
69% of the total church membership, occupy only 31% of the churches.
They are served by 29 priests, making an average of 1,442 merbers to
each priest and an average church membership of 3,600, The Jews,
who constitute about 20% of the 60,593 persons in the city

affiliated with a religious institution, have six synagogues and 51

5OChurch Records, socok #8 and #9

blDr. Rovinson's collection of newspaper clippings
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3 rabbis. As a result the average synagogue membership is 2,025 and
there is one raopni to 4,050 members. The Protestants, making up
approximately 10 percent of the church membership, support 20
cnurches, or 53 percent of the churches, each served by one minister,
at which the average membership is 331.,"

Cther results of the survey and recommendations of the committee
were, "We favor a weekly period for religious education of our childrer
This is to be a part of our school curricula, conducted either at the
schools or churches and on time allotted by the Board of Education.

We recommend that eacn Protestant church consider adding an early
Sunday morning worship service, especially during the good weather,

so that families could attend service before going away for the day.

We believe that inasmuch as the recent survey shows 28,000 unattached
persons (probably 75% of tnese are Protestant) there is an opportunity
for Protestant expansion., Lfforts could be organized by (a) each
church, (o) groups of churches sucn as the Point, midtown and upper
Bayonne, or (c) city wide."52

It would be difficult to say why almost 21,000 protestant people
(if this was a correct number) in Bayonne did not attend church. Spec-
ulation could includé such things as, dissatisfaction with the church
policies, not wanting to be involved with any established church, non-
belief in God, Sundays being the only day when the family may travel
to relatives or the excuse that they are good Christians and don't
have to go to church. (In the Catholic religion, it was considered
a sin not to attend Mass on Sundays) In any case, the First Reformed

Church rallied forth, trying to attract that missing percent.

52Dr. Robinson's collection of newspaper clippings.



-
|
P

Worshipped On Island

, Founded by God-fearing Dutch
iBettlers who tilled the land and
;Ashed In the adjacent wators, the

: 1cmu:regntlon firat came into belng

yas the Neformed Dutch Church of
Bergen Neck,

Until fts organization, wouhlp-
pers attended services at the old
Bergen Reformed Church in Jer-
.sey City," which ‘was the ploneer
of the denowmination if not the old-

", eat church organization. in the

*state, or at a church in Port Rich-
tmond, Staten Island.
i* Lacking other means, they walk-
<ed, rode horseback or traveled by
horso and wagon, The roads being
‘of dirt’in those days—dusty when
dry and deep with mud when wet
f{—attendance during some Dparts of
ihe Year was frregular. .., ..
‘Wayward Disciplined

| Records have it .that tho situa-

+ilon went beyond mere absence in

‘some cases, resulling in-the neces-
'sity for “disciplining some persons
'for so far forgetting the Sabbath
“!as to indulge. in levity and bolister-
lous condyct.”

As a’result of these dlfﬂcultlos,
ttherefore,"a meeting was held Do-
cember'9, 1828 at the home of Mrs.
Penelope Post Wauters, ancestor
of the late .William M. Wauters,
which a few weeks later brought
about the organization of the Re-
formed Dutch Church of Bergen

| Neck.

The first church bulldlng was
erected at a cost of $1,600 on the
site of the present telephone bulld-
ing, . Droadway at Twenty-ninth
street, and®*was dedicated January

.| 10, 1829, Later,. when Broadway

(then Avenue D) was widened, the

‘Istructure was moved across the

thoroughfare to the corner of
Twenty-ninth , street, the present
location of the Republican Club.
Now it is a portion of the Eleonom
Evahgelical Lutheran ' Church,
West Twenty-ninth street, near the

| Boulevard,

Noted Early’Names °

" Prominent membeis of the early
congregation were Richard Cadmus
§r., Richard Cadmus-Jr., John Cad-
mus, Michael Cadmus, James C.
Van Buskirk, John Van Buskirk,
.Jacob. Van Hom, Jobn Vreéland
and Jasper Zabriskle, = °

The original church contained 40
pews. During the first six years of
its existence the luxury of a stove
was  unknown,. except for the regu-

{lation: foot stoves for women.

The - cornerstone .for .a mnew

} church at the.cornor of Avenue C

and - Thirty:third street,  present

.| home of the Congregation, was laid

September. 3, 1866, when the main
-thoroughfare . was known as Bay-

00RS Back 111 Years

irst Reformed Was Orgamzed in Earlle{:t
Years of Bayonne, When ‘Attendance '
Meant Some Real Hardshtp

The oldest congregatlon in the city is the Ftrst Re-
formed Church at Avenue C and Thirty-third street, or-
) .gamzcd December 30, 1828, in the horse and buggy dﬂ<
'‘when Bayonne was known as “Bergen Neck.” :

0 J39

of doctor of divinity from Syra-
cugse University. He also is8 a
graduate of Union Theological
Seminary in New York City.,

At one time Dr. Becker was
president of the Presbyterlan Min-
isters’. Assoclation of New York
City. At present, ha 18 active in
the . University Club' of Hudson
Counly. of. wmch he 'ia fient’ vige
president, -

Church organlzntlona and t{xelr
chief. ofticere are as follows: Sun:
day school, James Wilson, super-
intendent; H. Darnell Brittin, as-
sistant superintendent; be;.lnnera'
department, Mrs, Mnrtinu J. Cush
meyer; prlmary department Miss
Norma Wilson, junior department,
Miss Florence Hoffman. .

Cradle roll department, Mrs. Lit-
tleton H. Perkins; home depart-
ment, Miss. Emma Borst: Chris-

tian Endeavor Soclety, Miss Dor-|
othy Rode; Boy Scouts, W, How-|
scoutmaster; [

McDermott, |
-8coutmaster; Young Men's Club,

ard Shellenberger,
Girl Bcouts, Miss

John Bonnell; Woman's Atd Socl-
ety, Mrs, 'I‘bomas A, Tretheway;
Woman’s Misslonavy Socloty, Mra.
George J. Becker; Young Women's
Guild, Miss Norman Wilson,
Officers of Church

" Migs Vivian Falken is superin-
tendent of missions, Orgunist and
choir director is J. Lester Robert-
son, Following are the officers of
the church consistory; Rov. Beck-
er, president; James D. Boyd, Per-
cy F. Harlng, John H. Wiese, John
L. Collins, Mr. Brittin and Thomas
A, Tretheway, elders; William C,
Farr, Rollin A, Camp, Wililam A,
Miller, Albert A, Willlams, Mr.
Wllson and .-Walter E. Turnbull
deacons,. -

“Steps {Into Henven" is the ser-
mon subject of Dr. Becker for the
11. o'clock ‘morning ae)‘vice tomor-
row, The musical program has
been announced as -follows: -

.Organ prelude, Hymne Celeslo—
Friml junlor anthem, Belis Over
Jordan-Hnmblen, senior anthem,
He, Watching "Over Israsl—Men-
de]ssohn, from “The Eljah”;  of.

fertory bass golo, Is It Enough—|

Mendelssohn, from "The EHljah”;
by Percy F. Haring; organ' post.
lude; Allelul&—Dubols .
: Sunday school convenes at.0:45

a8, m. and the Christian Endeavor|
‘Boclety, ‘at 7:16 p. m,, the latter

under the lendershlp ot' Wmlam

R"l. _ '7 V!

nn—a--— temate & &

-“'-—"*—:——- Ca ew-f
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To publicize the church and possibly attract new members, nunerous

articles appeared in tne Bayonne Times recalling old times, and tell-

ing the public of the churcn's history (see clipping).

kev. Becker continued to tell now tne church was a vital
force in the community. He had this to say in his yearly report,
dated April 10, 1940:

"The First Reformea Church is never interested alone in itself
or its own welfare. Its members are to be found working in many
worthwhile organizations and enterprises of the city. It is no
exaggeration to say that, if those of our people who are working
for the YWCA or YMCA, the Red Cross and the Salvation Army, the
Day nursery, and the Boy and Girl Scouts, were to cease tneir support
of these and other such organizations, their help would be very
greatly and very sadly nissed."

"Our church is also to the fore in inter-racial and interdenominat-
ional efforts.* It helps in a decided and definite way to maintain
musical affairs of the better type. It often joins itself with other
church choirs in oratorias and cantatas, eitner in its own or in Tenple
Ermanuel in a city-wide community program to be offered about the
middle of May. It is also planning a joint debate in the near future
between its own and the Christian Endeévor Society of Christ Presby-
terian Church."

The United States was involved in Werld War II for over a year

53
when Rev. George Backer gave his 17th and last annual report. It

53
Church Records, Book #9

*Rev,., Becker and the congregation were concerned with these efforts.
However, the congregation was all white.
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lacked the warmth of the previous reports and briefly stated the
facts, such as:

"We had our 75th Anniversary celebration of the laying of the
cornerstone of the church on October 22nd."

“"The church is doing its part in war work. A first aid class
meets every Monday evening. Many young men nave been drafted from
our membership."54

what was not recorded or written anywhere in the church records
was that half of the congregation was urging Rev. Becker to resign.*
The reasons given were, the pastor was not handling the finances
of the church correctly by going over the heads of the committees
to purchase undisclosed items. Also, they felt money was squandered
in areas they felt were not necessary (however, the facts are unclear).
Lastly, many objected to the power the pastor had over the entire
congregation.

A petition was drawn up and many members of tie church signed
it., One evening the whole congregation was called down to the church
to vote on whether the pastor should stay or go. At this time, Rev,
Becker was asked to leave the room.

Again, the outcome of this vote was unclear. It has to be assumed
Rev. becker felt he could do no more good at the First Reformed Church
with a split congregation.

July 1, 1943, Rev. Becker left and Rev. ilarold Schadewald

from Pine Bush, New York took over his position.

S4Churca Records, Book #9

*This information was told tome by numerous "older" menpers of the
congregation and also family members who had gone to the church to vote.
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Reproduction Instal

* Bayonne's oldest house of wor-
“ip,. the First Refromed Church,

‘oadcast organ music and chcsal

*% Harold F. Schadewald, pas-

“z4'y for a radius of one mile, will|,
.imade possible throqgh a new
oduction and amplification sys-
hooked up in series with the
h's organ console and four
trumpets in the bell tower.
A the gift of Mr. and
"’3el Cooper, parishioners of. the
.iReformed for many years.
-+, Schadewald disclosed yes-
"~ 'y that Mr. and Mrs. Cooper
RS “impregsed- by the favor-
;pomment of people of all

local

i

E Al

Leﬁ' services at Christmas and

R.—Frank W. Cassidy, Harold

N ing to Bev. C stertime on a temporary

music IN THE B::igir:n. is Show'} ::\p;:‘zh“"ch' a~t Avﬁ:::el‘c' ind thereupon “decided to

radio and sound ieg%r of the First Re ohurch" newly-mstaan an the church with this per.
F. Schadewa\ds,‘Pi:he workings ofti:_‘e fco" gransmlttirr\&n%r?' Rrash  inetallation”

and W. 33“:md “amplification 88 :ir. Cassidy’s Ieﬂd. it out froM yhat broadeasts “on a tem-

production ugh the Bayonne e fnusicand gel he "miKe" . is" had talken place “five

oir music thro

('l;:g the “mike”

the church’s bel ’

B ek or ‘Mtla‘f{ "The initial broadcass o
oft. |

‘l:?:;: :\:3:\% tomorrow’l gervices,

Photo by Manger.)

. SN be  years ago,

music W les (e explained that he had

aid.—(T! is present charge on July
.1, 1v43, from Pine Bush, N. Y.,

} J Alluding to the broadcasts of

ifive and eight. years ago, Rev.

iSchadewald revealed the fact that

T e

rhich picks ‘3?\ :our large t{'"mpeu' the church’s

1ging during toporrow's servic 3, “Moeller,

, announced yesterday from the|yrigq

4‘350111{38. at 753 Avenue C. The|chyurch's organist, would he at the
qadcast, which is expected to|console during Sunday’s broadcast.

sary,” the pastor said.
Mrs. |Viewing the history of his present
spiritual labors,
stated that “the First Dutch Re-|
formed Church was orgunized as,

and Bayonne Ave. which is 33rd
St. today, The present edifice wasi
dedicated on March 31, 1867.”

and that in St.
Catholic Church “are the largest:
in Bayonne,” 'Mr. Schadewald de-f
clared.
{have the very same reproductionf_
land* amplification systems, * Frank;
W. - Cassidyy. of the Cassidy Sound |
Service, at 749 Boulevard, a radio;
and sound technician, supervised
both installations.
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Ist | Reformed to Broadcast
Organ, Choir Music Sunday

Rev. Schadewald Reveals Permanent

lation Is Gif¢

Of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Cooper

the late Dr. Stanley R. Woodruff.
had “donated the chimes on these

Avenue C and "33rd St, willioccasions.”

The organ in the church Is a
three-manual” installa-
tion, the pastor stated, adding that
Helen M, " Wakefield, the

Organ Cost $14,000
The organ was installed in 192§,

at a cost of $14,000, “on the occa-|

sion of the church’s 100th anniver-:
Briefly )'6-5
i

Mr. Schadewald;

the Reformed Dutch Church of}

Bergen Neck, December 30, 1828,
on the site of the present New:
when the First Reformed|Jersey Bell Telephone buildjng on!:
the first “{o broadcast re-|Broadway,

“Later, the original building was

moved to the site of the now Re-!
publican Club at Broadway and,?

29th St. This was forced becausel:

The pastor|of the widening of Brondway,” he,
continued.

“Our church records show that|f

before myithe First Reformed Church wasi}
brought to its present site in 1866.;}
on a lot at the Corner of Avenue Ch

e

Mr. Schadewald declared that'}l

(the new amplification system “does !
not interfere, in any way, with the?
bell in the church's tower.”
scription on bell disclosed that it
was cast in 1866. .

An in-
!

The organ in the First Reforme
Henry’'s Roman

Both' these churches nowj
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The First Reformed Church started to transmit organ music and
choir singing tiirough a reproduction and anplification system nooked
up in series with the church's organ console and four large trumpets
in the bell tower. Tais was a gift of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Cooper,
parishioners of tae church.

This transmition was previously hooked up and used only for
holidays. Now the music was more frequent. The church organ is a
Moeller, three-manual installation.

In an annual report for 1945, Rev. Schadewald commented:

"Our church confronts a problem in a changing community. For
the number of Protestants in Bayonne, we are over-churched! Sixty-
six percent of the city's total population is made up of Roman
Catholics, more than fifteen percent is Jewish and about nine per-
cent is Protestant. The remaining population is made up of other
groups."

"That means avout 6,000 Protestants and perhaps only nalf of
these are of the white race. we have 16 white Protestant churches."

"Merger must come if we are to survive....."

“he world war had ended but the church's war on survival
continued.,

In 1948, the rirst Reformed Church of Bayonne celebrated its
120th year. f“The celevrations began with an anniversary dinner and

ended witn the annual congregational meeting.55

5
Church Records, Book #9
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By the beginning of the 1950's, with the completion of the
new Sunday School room, it became obvious that the number of children
attending was far too few. Attendence dropped off and the search
was renewed to draw new members into the church.

Meetings between three churcnes (First & 'Third Reformed and
the Christ Presbyterian Churches)* had been held numerous times,
when Rev. iHdarold S5Schadewald resigned October 31, 1951.56 He had
activated the talks and nurtured the developments so that one month
after he left the newspapers in the area printed articles stating,
"Three Protestant Churches to Vote on Forming Single Federated Parish.
Members of each of the three churches will vote on the proposed con-
stitution after the regular divine service. To become effective, all
three groups rust ratify the move."

Rev. Robert C. Holland, minister of Christ Presbyterian Church
said, "the combining of the three memberships would solve a lot of
membership problems for the three churches and be a financial benefit
to all concerned. Memoers would retain their identity with their
incividual churches, but would become part of the parent congregation.
If and when the union is ratified, the worshipers would attend services
in different churches on a rotation basis. This plan is currently in
use now on an experimental basis.">7

On Decemwer 1l0ta, before the vote on the merger, the mnembership

of the Third Reformed Church was transferred to the First Reformed>8

6
> Church Records, sBook #11

57Dr. Robinson's collection of newspaper clippings

58Church Records, documents

*The Third Reforméa'church'was located on 25th Street near Broadway.
Christ Presbyterian, organized in 1898, had a church building at 42nd
Street and Ave. C., which now (1980) serves as an ortnodox synagogue.
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Three Protestant C/turch
On Forming Single Federated Parish

Members of three Bayonne
Protestant churches will vote De-
cember 30 on whether or not to
combine the three churches into
ione and form the First Federated
Union Church of Bayonne.

Announcement of the vote was
made last night during a ‘get ac-
quainted family night’ for mem-
hers of the First and Third Re-
formed Churches and the Christ
Presbyterian Church, held at the
Third Reformed, 33rd Street and
Avenue C.

Members of each of the three
churches will vote on the proposed
constitution after the
divine service. To become eflec-.
tive, all three _groups must ratify
the move. =

The Rev. Robert C. Holland,
minister of- Christ Presbyterian,
said the combining of the three
memberships would be the first
movement of this nature in the

_the worshlp

regular’

“While common in inland rural
areas, such action has never been
taken on the coast,” he declared.

“The merger has a real and ob-

1, .
‘vious value. Members would refain

their identity with their individual
churches, but would become part
of the parent congregation.”

Mr. Holland stated that there

‘are no secular differences among

the three congregatlons

If and \\'hen the union is ratified,
.> would attend serv-
ices in different churches on a
rotation basis. This plan is cur-
rently in use now on an experi-
mental basis. Last month divine
iworship was at the Christ Presby-

‘terian Church, and this month is

at the Third Reformed Church
When the poll is taken on De-
cember 30th, three different re-
sults are possible. The groups, all
voting separately, can approve or
reject the union, or send the pro-

TR

es to Voth

further study. Should the latier
course be adopted, the parish
ioners would continue to worship!
under the rotation plan.
Chairman of last night's social
was H. Darnell Brittin, an ardent
advocate of merger. Brittin re-
cently visited 22 of the 28
Protestant, churches in Bayonne,
and compiled a detailed report on
his findings. ' This survey was
mimeographed and distributed by'
the Bayonne Council of Protestant
Churches. /
Said Brittin of hxs vxsltatu 50T
did not classify ‘myself as a spy

going into the land of Canaan. I|

just wanted to see and learn.”
tions prenared and served refresh

made to encourage the evemng
theme of. getting acquainted, thh
the guests separated at tables ac
cording to their birth dates rath

Ladies of the three congrega{

ments. Seating arrangements werg,

51.

entire East. i

posal back to

Youth Fellowship
To Plan Carol Sing

The Federated Youth Fellow
ship of First Reformed and Christ
Presbyterian’ Church will meet to-
jday- at 7:30 p. m, in the Pine
i1Room of First Church to plan for

a candlelight carol smg, to be
jheld on Sunday mght in Christ
Church. Fred Stetson is president,
and will moderate the service. A
special Christmas motion plcture
will be shown.

The- fellowship meeting tonight
will include a film, and a discus-
sion on *“Youth Relations ~and
Marriage Preparation” led by
Robert E. Smith, A. B, M, A, a
professional psychologlst of Co-
lumbia Umversxty

Smith is a graduate of Hough--,
ton College, and has studied at]
Roberts Weslyan College, and
Teacher’s "College of Columbia
Umversxty He served in the ‘med-
ical corps in the. recent World
War, seing service in the Pacific
theater.

He has been dlrector of reli-
Igious education-in the First Pres- |
byterian Church, New York City. |
At present he is employed by the
West Side YMCA in New York.

Smith will introduce the sub-%
ject of discussion and will return }.
to §

for four weeks in January
study the problems it presents
wl;th the Federated Youth Fellow-
ship,

" ''and are adult"advisors to
-~k

Bl T Fana)

‘or and Mrs. Robert Cleve-£

——

=320

committee for

> -
New Membe

New members will be received into the church at the!
11 a. m. service tomorrow at the First Federated Church.;
vNewly-elected officers of the United Protestant Youth:

than by congregations.

Ftrst Federated

Recetve
rs t Eecezve

P

T

Fellowship will also be installed.
Members to be admitted by letters of transfer mclude!
iMrs. Clarence Steiner, Mr. and Mrs. Norman Ross, Mr.}

1zmd Mrs. William Schafer an

ibe admitted on reaffirmation of faith are Mr. and Mrs.t
AfChrlstopher Rossing and Hug

H Sermon Topic Listed

Fellowship officers to be in-
!stalled include: Charles E. Auten-
‘reith Jr., president; James Chat-
ﬁeld vice-president; Virginia
Vreeland secretary; Lois Chat-
ﬁeld assistant secretary; George
IJenkms treasurer, and Patricia
4,Seck, chaplain.

The Rev. Robert C. Holland will|

preach a Christmas meditation en-
titled “The Christmas Rush” at
{the service.

| At the Breakfast Bible Class to|:

Ibe held at 9:45 a. m. the pastor
|will speak on “Why the Bible Con-

“tradicts Itself.” The Church School

will also meet at 9:45,a. m. under
the direction of Walter W. Hyers
and Charles Autenreith Jr.

j Helen Marjorie Wakefield, min-|
“iister of music, has announced the|
ifollowing program for the serv-
lice:
_' the “Raymond Overture,” Thomas;
Aintroit,
la traditional
lcarol; anthem, “Lord, We Pray, in
“{Mercy Lead Us,” Sibelius; offer-

prelude, “Canzonetta” from

“Gloria in Excelsis Deo,”
French Christmas

itory, “The Holy City,” Gaul, a
!bamtone solo by John V. Bonell;

‘{adopted at this meeting.

d Mrs. Hugh MacMaster. To:
'h MacMaster.

Monday—8 p. m. Choir Guild,}
33rd Street.

Tuesday—7 p. m., girl Scouts,
33rd Street; 7:30 p. m., United
Protestant Youth Fellowship, Trin-
ity Church. The New Constitution
of the U. P. Y. F. will be read and+

Wednesday—3:45 p. m., Youth
Choir rehearsal, .33rd Street; 8
p. m., Adult Choir rehearsal, 33rd
Street; 8 p. m., Couples’ Club
Christmas party, 33rd Street.

Thursday—7 p. m., Boy Scouts,
Troop 6, 42nd Street 8 p..m., The
Church Council and Nommatmg-
Committee, 33rd Street. Annuall
nominations for the Board of El-g
‘ders and the Diaconate for four-}
year terms beginning January 22,}
will be made at this meeting.

Friday—4 p. m., Brownies, 33rd
'Street; 7 p. m.,-Boy Scouts, Troopi
8, 33rd Street; 7 p. m., Troop 8
Committee, Board of Review, 33rd
Street; 7:30 p. m., Sea Scouts, 42nd
Street. .

The carillon’' schedule will be
Wednesday—10 minutes at noon;
Saturday, 10 minutes at noon and
Sunday, 15 minutes at 9:30, 10}
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Cnurch by the Classis of South Bergen, the church-governing body in
tnat area. Comoined services were neld the next day at tne First
kReformed Church, with the Rev. Robert Hclland as preacher.

On January 1, 1952, with tne approval of the merger, Bayonne
became the 4th city in New Jersey to nave a Federated Church group.
Rev. Hclland assumed the position of minister over the three merged
churches. In the .:eginning, services were held on a rotation basis
at tne different churches. Soon, tne expenses of the other churches
were too much for the Federation to survive. Bota tne Christ Pres-
byterian and the Third Reformed Churches were put up for sale.59

The congregation's young people's group grew under Rev. Holland.
He held many meetings and retreats and organized groups for the
church's youtih as well as opening it up to the town's teenagers. One
of the sessions that was attended by more than 100 was a filmn and
discussion on "Youth Relations and karriage Preparation", leada by
Robert Smith, a professional psycnologist from Columbia University.
This was done when sex education was not yet heard of in tne communi ty.
There was no controversy at the time and Rev. Holland went on to
work with youths in all areas of Christian service.

Mrs. Donna Holland helped out in all of the women's groups.

Soon memwersnip had grown to over 700 and once again the caurch
thrived.* It had "come out" into the life stream of Bayonne, vet

kept its place in the small percentage of Protestants.60**

59Churc‘n Records . ook #11

€0 . . .
Personal exporiences & clippings f£rom Dr. Robinson's collection

*Tals was to be the last tiwe, in the history of the church, that the

number if members reached this neight,

** Rev. iolland wrote recently of one of the facts about the church he
remembered being told to nim when ne served as minister,
the elders being so proud about the fact tnat in earlier years of

navigation, the church spire had been a landmark on coastal charts

for sailing ships. I have fond memories of
g : our vyears 04
Federated Church." Y at tne First

"I remember
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g Rev. James W, Crawford,
‘pastor of the First Federated
“Church, Monday returned from
ta highly successful mission in
;‘Mississippi to increase Negro
registration for voting.

)} Because of his efforts andfrest County courthouse in Hat.
ithe efforts of more than 50[tiesburg in protest against voty
;clergymen from all “over thefing procedures, It marked, Mr.
;United States, Negroes in the|Crawford recalled,
ismall Mississippi town of Hat.ltime in the history of Missis-

[tiesburg, have found new hope

S{ ._.nM

ayonne
Southern Trip Suc

rises Hudson, Bergen and Pas
saic  counties, joined Witk
clergymen from across the~na§
tion to alleviate the lot of thed:
Hattiesburg Negro. 9] 5
Demonstrations began las
Wednesday in front of the For}'

the first

5ippi that a demonstration last- &

yin bringing their battle for ra-.>d longer than 15 minutes; it%:-
feial equality to a successfuljasted more than three daysy .

'conclusion.

Only three weeks ago, theirjthis time, Mr. Crawford said,’

_situation looked hopeless. In-
timidated, fearful of reprisals

nd is probably still going on at k"

adding that many of the clergy-
fm-en were still in Hattiesburg.

‘and faced with discriminatory’ The mission of the clergy
‘voting procedures, the 13,0002lso scored some other prece-

Negroes in the town of 34,000 dent-shattering achievements: !
The clergy had rallied to thess, - ;-

were unable to register for the

Nov. 5 general election, -support of the Student Non

violent Coordinating Commit-!REV-_ JAMES.

W. CRAWEORD.

Effect Changes

Many of these things have al-
ready changed.

Led by Mr. Crawford, chair-
man of the Commission on Re-
ligion and Race, five other
clergymen from the Preshytery
of the Palisades, which com-

ATLANTA (UPIl)—Militant

young Negroes staged a
chanting march around a
segregated restauwwant Mon-

. day nlght that almost erupt.
. ed Into violence. Police ar.

'.,,‘ rested 116 persons during thed 5 change of heart and droppedRace talked with several politi-l
! third consecutive day of ra-‘ the citation.

tee (SNCC), a group seeking in- Mr. Crawford ill‘us‘trated onfsq
tegration, by joining  them inOne example ‘ho.w voting proce- i
‘he demonstrations. On thedures discriminated . against|-
first day, one Negro was ar{the Negro. Every voter, white}:
rested on a charge of blocking{0r colored, he said, has to fill};
the sidewalk and brought be- out an appllgatxon form, One
fore court the following day. |Of the questions is about any
| In defiance of orders by the|one of the 300 sections of the
judge to “segreg.zite" the courtState constitution. The differ-1
room, 12 élergymen includingence is, Mr. Crawford said, that;’
Mr, Crawford, mingled with2 Negro voter does not know:
the; Negro sf)eotators. Theywhmh section he will be quizzed
were cited for contempt ofonwml;i::e z;nwh;-{t:urir:;gugges.th ot
Jdcourt, but then the judge had o0 mission  on Religion,' andl

b e i i i b
— A T

The only com-¢ians, including the mayor, Ex-|

! clal demonstrations, ément he made then, Mr. Craw-cept for one politician, who»:
:  White and Negro patrolmen ! ford said, was: “You peoplepajled the arrival of the com-i.
. twice hed to push back iare breaking 100 years or more mission as “one of .the great:

, screaming’ Negroes while|
: other officers loaded demon-j
! strators.into paddy wagons,
The demonstrators had
; thrown themselves into the
- street and linked arms in a
: human <hain, Negre and
; white spectators crowded into
‘the alley-like sfreet, one;
. block from a restaurant, the

f tradition in Mississippi.”  days in the history of Hatties-}
But the greatest accomplish-; burg,” most people felt that

Jment of the clergy mission came: they did not have a racial prob-|

with an increased registration:lem—white people, that is.

on the part of the Negro voters.[{ “But this attitude is typica
By the time the elergy _nrrivnd.t’iuot only for Hattiesburg,” Mr
12 Negroes out of a Negro pop-|iCrawford sald. ‘Mest whil
ulation of 13,000 had been able ieople anywhere in the Unitec
to register; by the time Mr.iStates do not think that they
Crawford left, this number had ahave a (racial) problem. Still

jobiecf of the protest march,.
; despite the efforts of police;

: to keep the crowds moving. L

e~ =

L s i s

increased to 120, #something has to be done to al

’ T “Mleviate it. Unless the Churct
{helps secure rights for the Ne
. igro, nobody probably will.”

yuerte - e pR s = ey

IR Os SR R IRV N Y

-
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The pastor also started scneduled ringing of the church bells.
A schedule for playing of the tower carillon had to be put out as
local residents askea to have their favorite hymns played. Tne
bells could be heard from 38th street soutn to 25th street and from
Jewark sBay across to Avenue E. During the Jewish holidays, residents
in the nearby Jewish tome for tne Aged sent their tnanks for the
traditional Jewish hymns played over the tower loudspeakers.

Rev. C. Lawrence Brown came in 1954 to replace Rev. Holland.
He signed the official indenture, made the first day of December
1955, between the First Federated Church of Bayonne, Presbyterian
and Reformed. All property (sale of two churches, etc.) and all of
the assets, including securities and money then possessed and owned
by the respective churches, were now owned jointly as the First
Federated Church of usayonne.

Feoruary 8, 1956, an indenture was signea between the ministers,
elders and deacons concerninyg the property,

Ihe sixties saw the churches getting more involved with the
community, state and nation problems. This was the era of unrest
in the land and a surge forward for human rights,

Rev. James Crawford, then pastor of tiae First Federated Church
for two years, went to Mississippi to increase the Black voter
registration in 1964. iHe was also Chairman of the Commission on
Religion and Race. He felt the church should help secure rights
for tne Blacks.

Unfortunately, all people didn't feel that way, Many people

felt it was not the right of the church to interfere in such matters.61

®Llchurcn Records, ook #12 & newspaper articles and documents
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_100th Anniversary of First Reformed Chuiéch

BM CHCRLES - PREST-

- To Be Celebrated by Members at Sewsces gun

{ —_— "
On(e )fxun,dred years algo the wa'—[s‘hfocgg:fi church building
cornerstone of the First Re- the site of ﬁ(})ln Broadway on |
tormed Church of Bayonne ol the present New °
was laid on a lot at the cor- gJersery Telephone Co. The |-
ner of Avenue C and Bayonne i church later moved into a}
Avenue (now 33rd Street), Ebm]dmg on the corner of
Church records show that uBroadway and 29th Street
the building subsequently 'where the Bayonne Republi-
erected on the site cost $15,~ !lgan Club is now located.
000. The records also show {1 In 1866 plans were made
that three early Bayonne set- i.for the construction of thej it -
tlers — Hartman Vreeland, ' present church building. P
Richard Cadmus and James C ', Rev, Theodore W. Wells ::
Van Buskirk—contributed $1,: ' was the pastor at the time the!
500 each for the construction | + church was built, having been|

o

of the church. ' called unanimously on June; : :

Today .the ohumh stands on . 22, 1865, j i > SRt
its original location as a o Mr. Nelson is the 19th pas. ° .
memorial to it early members,  tor since the beginning of the: *
though it now has a diﬁerent i Reformed Dutch Church and' /-~~~ = = =
name. In 1952 the First Re. ! t;l;ztit;.?lurbh pastor since fed- *

formed Church joined with ) !
thg Christ Presbyterian and - !
Third Reformed Churches to \

form the present First Fed- - R e SRt
erated Church, ' S e, s
IR R ,

The congregation will cele. - ’ é .

brate the centennial of its P
church building Sunday with -
special morning and after- |
noon service,

Rev, Charles H. Nelson, pas-
tor, will present a br.ef his- :
torical sketch of the building .
at the morning service, and at .
4 o’olock in the afternoon
the choir, under the direction
of Mrs. Jean K, Watson, will
sing the Cihristmas Cantata, :
“The Star of Bethlehem” by :
F. F. Harker, '

The First Reformed Church

was founded in 1828 as the
Reformed Dutch Church ef :

Bergen Neck. That was at a
time when—according to Mr.

Feog oo

: CHUR(HCS‘ ?]'_r‘“;' ~-—_»‘v,‘}‘. .
*unded in l828 Rt
1072 Y

First Fec?emtecf Church F:rst in Buyonné}

A Bayonnel landmark. the
irst Federated Church, has the
istinction of being the first
hureh fermed An  the elty,
Imost 140 years ago.

§ The Reformed Protestant
Dutch Church of Bergen Neck
was founded on property

i d at
Nelson—Bergen Neck (now - donated by Richard Cadmus
Bayonne) was fertile farm : 29th Street, east of Broadway,
Jand and forest, and fish were ’then called the Middle or Plank
abundant in New York Bay. - jRoad. One of the earliest

Bayonne residents, Mrs.
Penelope Post Wauters, was a
‘founder of the church and
'present at its dedication on Dec.
9, 1828.

\ AT THAT -time the building
‘was a simple one-story frame
ihouse, with a small bell tower.
‘The church was later moved
‘near the Boulevard and 29th
| Street where it was part of the
redifice of the Eleanora Swedish
Church.

The present high-steepled
church was built in 1867 at Ave-
nue C and 33rd Street and the
church was renamed the First
Reformed Church.

IN 1952,th e’ congregation of
{Chrict Drochuterian Chnreh
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For two years, the pastor involved the congregation in all facets of
human rights. Many of the older members left the churci or just
quietly sat back to let this young man carry on in issues they either
didn't approve of or fully understand. Rev. Crawford stayed until
1965,

Rev. Charles H. delson started his five year association with the
church a few months after the departure of Rev. Crawford. A year
after his appointment, the church (building) celebrated its 100th
Anniversary. It was held quietly with a special, extra afternoon
service. Newspapers in the area took note by running small articles.
One was entitled, "3ack Into History". Two years later, in 1968,
the paper; ran articles on the church celebrating its 140th birthday
(congregation),

The ciurcn continued its "low profile" and quietly tended to
the congregational needs. The membership was under 300 and all
did not attend sunday Services regularly.62

Rev. delson left in 1970 and Rev. Gilbert Balke Dodd came in
1971. 7he seventies brought in changes other than a new pastor for
the First Federated Church. Changes tnat were here to stay. There
was no turning back and a whole new modern way of life envolved.
Freedoms and liberations were included in all walks of life. For
some people the change was exXciting and wonderful, while others

longed for the "less pressured" life of long ago.

62Church Records, Book #12
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For ten years, Rev. Dodd has been ministering to his congregation.
Many of the younger members that were present during Rev. Holland,
Brown, Crawford and Nelsoﬁ's time have grown, married and moved out of
Bayonne. A large percent of the older people joined the migration to the
suburbs.

The city of Bayonne has changed throughout the years. However, it is
still considered a bustling city and very much viable, urban community.

The Standard Oll Company moved, leaving empty barren land that was
soon replaced by diversified industries. Apartment houses and Senior
Citizens' buildings replaced old homesteads. Recently, a new stadium and
other recreational facilities Were built at the 27th Street Veterans
Memorial Park area. A new 20 acre park was completed along the Kill Van
Kull that runs from First Street and Kennedy Boulevard to the Allgood
Warehouse on Lexington Avenue. This park and recreational facility was
constructed at a cost of 3 million, all of the money provided by the state
and federal government.

The Van Biskirks and Cadmuses are gone from the area. The Zabriskies,
Van Horns, Salters and Cubberly are scattered througout New Jersey and
across the United States. They are now verbal history of Bayonne.

An effort has been made to preserve the old Van Biskirks cemetery.
Each year the Veterans groups of Bayonne pay tribute to the few historical
monuments which can be seen, and to the memory of the people interned
therein. However, time has taken its toll»so that the earth shows wide
gaps in what was nice graves, with the tombstones imbedded in the soil.

Rev. Dodd has tried desperately to enlarge the membership and push
the congregation into working on projects that would bring in money.

Membership and finance fluctuate.
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The struggle for survival is constant. The average age of the people
in the congregation is well over sixty years. What younger members there
are, come only on Sunday to the church, a few teach the sparse Sunday
School.

The books read 115 for the total membership in the congregation. Many
in this count are not active and less than half come out for Sunday
Services.

The people who are left really do care. They are sincere, but have
accepted the fact - the church is dying and will someday disappear as did
so many other Protestant churches in Bayonne.

Rev. Dodd will not accept this as an ultimate fate. He serves part time
as Chaplain for the Bayonne Fire Department to supplement his yearly
$8,000 salary. He and a small committee careful scrutinize the budget,
trying to stretch and do without, so that it will balance. They plan six
months ahead - a year is too much to chance.

An active campaign is in progress to try to reach the younger families
in Bayonne. Membership must increase.

"The future does not look too bright, no matter what I try to tell
myself," Rev. Dodd said.

"Deep down inside I know it's a matter of time when this church will
have to close its doors forever."

Out of love forhis church and the many years of history it has recorded,
Rev. Dodd has started a positive undertaking. He has been instrumental in
preserving the First Federated Church and it's history. Application
was made to the Department of Enviromental Protection, State of New Jersey,

for the First Federated Church of Bayonne to be declared an Historical site.
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October, 1981 word was received from Trenton that the church's application
was passed and is now declared an official site. It will be listed in the
New Jersey and National Registers of Historical Places as the oldest
church / building in Bayonne, New Jersey.

Pastor Dodd now feels secure in the future of the church. If, in the
years to come the congregation of this church ceases to exist, at least
the building, its records and its history, will be preserved for generations

to come.

-30-
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APPENDIXES

Gene'.logy report of Vreeland family. Information
from The Vreelands Their Book by wnNicnolas Garretson
Vreeland and research from Joan Vreelana Studer

Map of very early Bayonne, dew Jersey, around tne
middle 1700's. map from Otey Jones

Comparison maps of bayonne, 1861 & 1961. Otey Jones
Colony maps

Distribution of Common Lands in Bayonne. Information
from riela Book, Book 60, page 2739. Additional in-
formation, book 107, page 365. Jersey City Court
House, Jersey City, N.J.

Land willed to families of Claasen, Braecke and
Vreeland. Information from Land Titles, Hudson
County, N.J. Winfield, 1872. DPub. N.Y,.,, wynkoop
and Hollenbeck Printers, PY. 56-63.

Census of Bergen County in 1737. 1Information from
Gordon's Gazette and History of New Jersey. Vital
Statistics of Bayonne in the years 1655 through 1875.
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The following genealogy report on the Vreeland family was
compiled from data in Nicholas Garretson Vreeland's book,

The Vreelands Their Book, family records, research in libraries,

court houses, cnurch records, cemetery records, etc.

Fairview Cemetery, Staten Island, N.Y,
sBayview Cemetery, Jersey City, n.J.

First Federated €hurcha, Bayonne, N.J.

First Methodist Church, Bayonne, N.J.
Bayonne Public Library

Jersey City Court louse

tlistorical Society of America and New Jersey

Individuals

telen Patey Vreeland, sayonne, N.J.
Ldith Vreeland Buccini, Far Hills, N.J.
Ruth Vreeland Smith, Brunswick, Georgia
Robert Vreeland, Clifton, N.J.

Otey Jones, S5t. Louis, MO.

Gloria Vreeland Psiaki, wWyckoff, N.J.
klizabeth & Cornelius Vreeland, Edgewater, nN.J.
Anne & Wesley Vreeland, Leonia, N.J.
Rev. Dodd, Bayonne, N.J.

William warnicke, Bayonne, iN.J.

llistory of church and/or additional information and help, thanks to:

J. Owen Grundy, Jersey City, N.J.
Mary O'Conner, sBayonne Public Library
5ig Wojdowicz, Jersey City Library
Theodore Conrad, Jersey City, N.J.
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Genealogy report of the Vreeland family

(Direct line of Joan Vreeland Studer)

(A) IMichael Jansen Vreeland, born 1610, uied 1663 _

rarried (1631) ritje (Sophie) gartman, pborn 1611, died 1697

nad 8 children:
Class, married aAnnetke M. Gerabrants, April 14, 1651
Elias, married Grietje Jacobs Van Ainkle, Aug. 30, 1665

(s)snoch, baptized Oct, 26, 1649, married vircksje Mayers, June 20, 1670
Hartman, baptized Oct. 15, 1651, married Metje Braecke, 1672
Johannis, baptized Oct. 1, 1656, married Claesje sraecke, May,»l4,l66;

(C)Cornelius, married, lst, ritje Braecke, May 11, 1691, 2nd, Lysbet

Van winkle, April 17, 1692

Jennetje, married Dirck Teunissen Van Vechten
Pryntje, married Andries Classen, March 25, 1689

(3) Enoch and Dircksje had twelve children:

Llsje, baptized Nov. 12, 1671, married Edward Larie

Catharina, May 15, 1673, married Aert Albertse

Michael, Jan. 27, 1675

Johannis, born aApril 7, 1677, married Maria Berger

Abraham, baptized June 22, 1678, married Margritje Van Winkle

Fitje, Feb. 28, 1680, married Peregine Sanford

lsaac, Jan. 14, 1683, married Tryntje Van Winkle
tdad son Simon, June 5, 1709 & Annetze, May 18, 1712

Enoch, Aug. 4, 1687, married Marie St. Leger (widow..of Van Horn)

Benjamin, March 6, 1705

tlias

Jacob, Oct. 18, 1708

(+)Joris, Sept, 25, 1710, married lst, Annetje van Winkle, 2nd,

Anetje Van Wagenen who died June 21, 1795

(+) Joris and Annetje had eleven children:
Aagtje, Sept. 18, 1733, married Helmig Van Houten
Lnoch, Sept. 22, 1737
Garret, May 17, 1739
Lnoch, Feb. 18, 1741, married Cornelia Kip
Jacop, married Jenneke Cadmnus
Jonannis, Sept. 21, 1749, married ilelena Garrabrant, had son, Joris
Garret, wWov. 1, 1751, married Jannetje Cadmus
Lffie, married Jacob Van Wagenen
Lena, married Garret Van Ripen
Jenneke, Dec. 1, 1758, married, 1st Henry Newkirk, 2nd Joseph Van

Winkle
(*) Annatje, married Michael Vreeland (L)
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(1) Garret and Rebecca Jane had five children:
Garret H.
Clara A.

Thomas G., born Jan. 14, 1862, died 1923. Married, lst, Anna Cadmus,
April 28, 1883, at the First Reformed Church in Bayonne. Anna was
born in 1864 and died in 1910. She had three children:

Jeannie, born March 29, 1884
Mary Frances, born March 15, 1886
Lillian, born Nov. 26, 1889, died 1943. Married William Perrine

(1888-1951)
Thomas married 2nd, May Berdan

(I)Charles S., born February 23, 1864, died Aug. 21, 1955. Married
Irene Lime, from Carbondale, Penn. on March 2, 1885. Irene was oorn
Jan. 5, 1857, died Wov. 8, 1940.
Madeline, born June 8, 1866, died 1915

(I) Charles and Irene had seven children:
Charles, born Nov. 29, 1885, died March 21, 1975. Married Oct. 8, 1919,
to Rose Geiger. They had two cihiildren, Ruth and Donald.
Ruth married Charles L. Smith, moved to Georgia and had 2 boys,
Donald Robert, born May 30, 1953 and Burton Charles, born July 29,
1956
Donald married Reba Dunsmuir and had three children, Patricia Ellen,
born May 6, 1954, Susan Elaine, born April 1956 and Jeffrey Charles,
born Oct. 1959.

John Everett, born Nov. 8, 1892, died Oct. 2, 1961 (never married)

Ada C., born Aug. 1894, died April 20, 1963 (never married)

Irene, porn Sept. 11, 1897, died Marcn 17, 1973. Married John Inright
on April 12, 1922, Adopted 2 children, Peggy & Norman. Lived in
Morrestown, N.J.

Sadie, born Nov. 29, 1889, died March 26, 1971. Married George Hubbell
on Aug. 24, 1919. Lived in Barberton, Onio (no children)

(J)Melvin Franklin, born June 29, 1901, diea Jan. 4, 1971. HMarried Helen
Patey, Feb. 23, 1921,
Milton, pborn 1887 (died as small child)

(J) Melvin and Helen had three children:
Gertrude Marie, born Sept. 14, 1923, married Kenneth Van Liew Conover,
They had two sons and live in Belle Mead, N.J.
Kenneth Van Liew Jr., born April 29, 1952
Douglas Vreeland Conover, born May 22, 1955
T ) r-- 9, 1929, married Lois Laffler.
i Charles Conrad Studer.on Aug. 16, 1953,
in Oakland, N.J.
5, 1955
7, married Mark Kuchenbrod, Ju 2, 1978

, He is the last Vreeland in
, 1981. They live in Clifton,
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(C) Cornelius and Fitje (Sophie) had eight children:
Aagtje, April 18, 1682, married Roelof H. Van Houten
Fitje, July 22, 1683, married Laurence Van Buskirk
Michael, Aug. 2, 1685
Michael, Feb. 23, 1687
Jannstje, Nov. 28, 1683, married Daniel Van winkle
Neeltje, July 23, 1690

(D)Michael, Sept., 18, 1694, married Jenneke Van Houten
Metje, Oct. 3, 1698

(D) Michael and Jenneke had ten children:
Metje, Dec. 28, 1720, married Abram Van Tuyl
Jannetje, married Joris Cadmus
Cornelius, Jan, 1726, married Catrintje Cadmus
ilelmagh, Feb. 20, 1728, married lst, Neeltje Van wagenen, 2nd,
Jannetje Sip
Aagtje, Feb. 14, 1732
Abraham, Aug. 16, 1734
Dirck, (moved to English neighborhood)
Jacob, March 11, 1737, (moved to Fort Lee, N.J.)
(k) Michael, June 24, 1739, married Annatje Vreeland (*)
Johannis, iMarch 2, 1742, married Keetje Hoagland

(E) Michael and Annatje had four children:

(F)George, Jan. 31, 1762/ married Jane Brinkerhoff -
Annatje, July 19, 1764, married Jasper Zabriskie
Jenneke, 1775, married Dirck Van Riper
John, May 1, 1780, married Aegie Cadmus

(I') George and Jane had eleven children:
Michael, Oct. 31, 1781, married Aeltje Outwater
rnartman, March 15, 1784, married kliza Gautier
Annetje, Marcn 30, 1786, married Thomas Mcbonald
Cornelius, Peb. 25, 1789, died 1813
John G., Jan. 3, 1792, married Catherine Van Houten, died 1832
Claesje, Dec. 26, 1794, married George Van Riper
Jacob, Oct. 11, 1797, died 1797

(G)uenry, Oct. 11, 1797, died 1854, married Lucinda Jerolamon (1800-1879)

Jacob, July 5, 1800, died 1800
Garret, June 26, 1803, married Mary Smith, died 1852
Jacow, March 9, 1809, died 1811

(G) Henry and Lucinda had nine children:
Jane, Oct., 17, 1821, married Jchn Salter
klizabeth, Nov. 28, 1824; married Cornelius La Tourette

Cornelius, Dec. 24, 1827, married Catherine Ann Decker (no children)

John, May 12, 1830, died 1915, married lst, Jane McDonald, 2nd,

Johanna (1867-1917).

George, Aug. 17, 1832, married Eleanor Corson, had son, Irwin, Dec.

22
Mary Ann, Sept. 6, 1834, died 1861 ’
(H) Garret, Oct. 21, 1836, married lst, Isabella Darling on March 2,

1880

1858

2nd, Rebecca Jane McFarlane, died July

14
Hartman, Jan. 27, 1839, died 1842 !

1898

Sarah Catherine, May 2, 1821, died 1869, married on March 2, 1841,

Addis Ryno



GREEN VILLE, Apﬁéndix 11 65.

(552554 c,rx)

: Nl W Yo RK
f3A/
: o N s s AY o RAN
ChvE A wAS ¢ ALLE D

BAV RoAP

o ST . f‘Ro}\l’” Ay wAs o
ReAD — "H\
PLANA ~ ROAD

BAYONNF /,VE_

LA—TfK 33 RD >_

PLsT

THEL

T RN THE'
LR TE (lssb)

‘.)'

5?H00A'
- Ml
X’

]

iRy
RN S I e
S 5AYONNE

L iR~

r_'. - <



66,

Appendix IIb

tuog \Nw
A _...mo._mm mvv

%
9|qDjsuo) T

:3

%O8N

rcm?mm

®
E
AKiiag 2
U8%0QqoH @&
Kagy
uaymoyaam

-asenbg uableg ‘10bio; Jou sn 19| ‘pue ‘Juiod uabiag ‘enusAy uabiag ‘peoy uabiag piO ‘uabieg YLON J0j 1deoxs
.‘uabieg,, aweu ouosiy ayy ysoj sem sny uabiag, ou ‘UosSpnH,, Pa|ed AIUNOO MaU B pawlo) pue Aunoy usbiag woy
309N saopeqleg maN o Led pue diysumo | usbiag piO 40 10 ainje|siBaT] Aesiar MaN 8yl OpgL Ul ‘Aluno) olesseyd 8yl ‘uMo
J18uy Jo Aiunoo e Joj pasubredwes diysumo | uabiag piO jo ajdoad sy 5,081 8y} Bunng “Ajpides paseaou) ¥ea.1d) s,uew|ag
40 yinos uonendod 8y} ‘8diAI8s YIOA MON-YOOH SNjned 8y} 10} SIBOGALIR)-WE.S)S JINg 2181 Ul UOKNS Haqoy Jayy b 8seud

‘gegl ur Auno) usblag wousy pawlo) sem AJUNoD JBSSEd if 8Seud

‘Auno) uabieg pabiejue ay) Jo 18UBD Bu) Jaieau ‘abe||IA HOBSUSYORH O} PAYIUS SEM JBes Alunod
ey} b1 L1 U] "8)eT] poomussl) puokeq pue uedde 0] piEMULIOU JUI0d Usbiag WOy PaydIas }| "SI8AlY J1BsSed-Xoouuenbay
8y} pue 'AUBpunoq 3IOA MBN 8U} ‘J3AlY UoSPnH 8yl Aq papunog ajbuely isea e pawioy mou Alunod usbiag . 'seopeqieg
MaN,, pajied diysumoy payy abny e apnpour o) Ajunog usbiag pepuedxa ainjeisiBa Aesier MeN BYl OL/| Ul i 9sSeud

‘PLLL IBun 8Jenbg uebiag e paulewal jeas AJUNod By} Ing "yoBSUSNORH puUB uabiag :SAIUSUMO) OM] JO PaISISUOD
Aunog uabieg 691 Joyy "dIUSUMO YOBSUSYORH BWEDaq BaJE SIY| "UNOJ SiY) AG PAAISS PUE JuaLd|)as 0} dn pausdo sem
‘aul) AJBPUNOG YJOA MBN 8Lj1 0} dN ‘SIBAIH UOSPNH PUE OBSUSMOBH 8L} UdamIaq '%oa.0) s,UBL||ag jO YLOU B8l 3|ILis) 8u} 9/9
u| -STENDS UsEIag Je dn jas sem LUNoo Alunod e G294 uj *diysumo | usbiag pjO Wosy premypou maib AQuno) usbiag 1| aseyq

ALNNOJ NOSANH 3WVJ38 dIHSNMOL N3DH3E d70 MOH

suoabpig sauyg

(oIpssog) abplug

T 2 y 3 Wby %, | 9221 ALNNOD N39¥38 0710

k
%A\ . ;
& SPBOJ UlBW YIew Sauj| papesg

)

(8vAo
onoys (1 %m ALNNOD SINYOW
Q.\ |
%, |
. awv uodwo 4IR1Y yoouupbnbay |
DG & *
3 i __.gge 8c8! 4844D |
> 9 ¢ .
% % 2 Pl N Apuno 01D SSDY v |
;s 0 (8€8101) A LNNOD Lo
%, )2 N30y 33 5
5 J 1= & diysumo] S
2 3 g\, uluDL IS
Z ALNNOD '\ N39y3g &, 13 |% s
=) @ “Z oS * E :
NO i94sop) \m“\ s < /m g \%uL
7 ) = (%)
Q diysumo ,w& @ m 'S >
=\ Burpy N e \* /”
, & §3UIWg 3407
uoddo) . * poombuly poom |
o .\ U1 £4plin0g o Mo , 22 |

Inll.lltl.'l!'l.l.lll.



Appendix III@

BAYONNE - 1861
/ e
W°9°5—\ % R
Ny A R e
Oronye W vime &7 BAYONNE
' gatc ,7.‘“\\(:1111'10!3.}
e Vioed s
TN TOWNSHIP
Men'zion € Oyster
B°t°1\ | ‘;\,\\chgo QX’/}» Y Bod l 8 6l
\ Y
2 blecks 1254}, . WPy, , ¢ 7
of old ~ L?‘Eﬁ‘-.q@’ /?4/3 $ 7~ B
Plerk Resd 1‘ ~SRERSLY 0 2 z
rc=nin //L P, o sl o ~ y
tcday l Oo";'\' '~L,¢, . - ~
(47=oth tocds Q) -~ 7
Stroots) ‘} S fads,) s P
3L &4 — /
2 S, { Gille—Capt.Fish aTTioe 51 /
oS Sailing Sloops
g = “atoy” .'; =" o New Yoo /
] + ° NEW YORK BAY Pish
Ei + Nots
| I‘ ROEBINS
Oystor , AVENUE H
- Fish
Beds -
Y : Woods Py gi Rots
8 5 Iﬁ‘# . ’~-~., g
a. | | BeEom s e\ IR St
A of Ef g N i T
2 = N (VY] a g:_liarsh_“_ . /< Farms \ "-.3'-'- '4-
m - ‘ j 8+ (52 *4‘--&-“;.: /( \ "':';L' e
-J $ O s oaal A4 CO Griot:
- t [ {
o = :@&"?/? 7 NESTABLE N i 57
S UL Bl I e\ ook WEY o%F
& | J{;E{Stz“ 5;&%'}' Cyorsh o NG Patnt\forks <
z ! Of s iy s o LS
‘ . + Jal oM oaw an x é
- Hoods {' Port Johnston Coal i

s e Docks
N, 4 TSR, VD,
X 1866 B> n‘;-;{“

Port Richmond

STATEN
ISLAND

67.



1 TS

BAYONNE - 1961

AN

KEWARK
Sovazy

> = ) - "rﬂ <
B \
a2 ) 4 3 \‘ N )
b Py | TR
ROUTE 440 'Y ,‘,- g . D N
t | ! T T T

PENMMSYLVANIA RR

h _.; FREIGHY  TEmMINAL

»"w‘.' bt ~ . - <y e e e s = =ttt
&&.-.QE. [APSRREIvE 25 NPt S T e v
. \ - AT e cay .
v LAt —aiay W
e
3
7209 ALY euv ¥ X0480|'E A
o
-
P
i
o)
8
[4
2
€9
B
le
L ?
%
a

v

(a4

@"

!

t‘\_. s

N
w
=
Z
| O |
3 <
b m §
.;'B‘ —_—
! O |
g a &
2 | ooy
R >
>-
L
O

REVISID

St WP T o T b cms ) faae Gasie

@ \)({.\;\l.c‘e B\-(‘éSQ ‘o 5'\«‘\&1 Is\nh(\
f@cﬂ‘*\lﬂ 5&-::1

3¢ fo Elizabeln




P

i

Pennsylvania
and
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New Jersey was divided into East and West Jersey when
Pennsylvania was established. It r ined so until 1702,
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NAMES of the PATENTEES.

1 Maryn Adranse..........
2 Nicholas Varlet. .,
3 Ide Corneliese Van Vost
4 Claas Jansen Vanpurmerant.. .,
5 Abraham Isaacsen Plank
6 Jacob Stoffelsen .. ..

......

......

........

7 Petrus Stuvyesant......... ..

|
|

9 Nicholas Jansen Baker

;"8 Claas Pietersen Cors..........

......

ew it 075
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16{Lubert Gilbertse................0.... ... 278, 267| it it i
17|Severin Lawrence .............. cer ve..279, 268[ ... ..., .
18| Hendrick Jansen Spier...... ......lcee. v...280, 269|...0iun. ooo| ool nl..
. ) veeeas 422|.... .. ... 146
19/Derick Sycan’s 2d .......... .. 271 { laas| Ll 147
20|/Thomas Davison................ . s ......272{ """ 425) e el 148
veeess424] ... oo .. 148
21/Thomas Davison...,........... et eieaan 275]ceen e n. Seee amenns
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Appendix V

e subyiintong o e ¢ gnon Toanuy of the Town hap of Mergen,

1
The Numbers wherehy lh:‘. Camb R "he Page in the Field
,f;::gsc:‘:'ﬂ:a&'*owmih l;’l;e'lr‘\;cmslur‘;zl\;::‘?;‘ n"‘;}.‘ lwgcrc the Survey The Names of the Persons 1o whom the
respective Patents Upon the Portions of the Com- o;u\;;iiid‘c‘;o{’trg‘;nc:;h respective  Allotments of the Common
General Partitions are mon. 1.ands arc Common Land is ° Lands are adjudg’d,
distinguished, distinguisbed, recorded,
................ 20X eu.eivieens]ieeean e, ... |Willlam Bayard Esq®
©e..4233,203,219' ... ..., ...|William Bayard Esqr.
............ 211,237 ooiiiniiiiid] v ...|Cornelius Van Vost
..................... ... |Hendricus Kuyper Esq"
................ Cornelius Van Vost
SRR TR NS 7Y AT B e Michael & George De Mott
.. ¢eersras ... (Peirus Stavyesant
........... 129|Myndert Garrabrants
s e el 130|Cornelius Garrabrants
cee 130{Myndert Garrabrants
....... +...131/Cornelius Garrabrants
----- . -+ ++...|Cornclius Jorsen Blinkerhoof
Ceeseaeen. 132lMichac] Corncliese Vreclandt
rreena e .133‘1 Lha riman Vireclandt
3o s »+ 133 ) -

-

Ma e,

T
‘M.daﬁl'&a’n

To orne
Joseph Waldron
James Collard

8,Not declared

Michael Hartman Vreelandt
Johannis, Vreelandt

Michael Hartman Vreelandt
Johannis Vreelands

Michael Corneligsg Vrelandt,
seorge. Vreelandt Fsgr
Thomas Brown

Lawrence Brown

Feytje Seegaerd

Cornelius Jorsen Blinkerhoof
George Vreelandt Esq~
Jacob Van Wagenen

.|Jacob Van Wagenen
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Appendix VII

% .

uanty in 1737

Slaves and other Negroes

...... I AMUVE LU csesseses I3Y Adales, above 16 ceeeeeeoee 256
Females, above 16 ....... 822 Females, above 16 ........ 203
Jdales, under 16 ...vee....820 Males, under 16 .eceevsess. 187
Females, under 16 ....... 708 Females, under 16 ........ 160 i
lotal whites ..evi0v.e...3,289 Total slaves vieeeeeeeeess 806

(from Gordon's Gazette and listory of wew Jersey) pg. 122, whitcoub

Vital Statistics of Bayonne

Year Population

1655 20

1685 115

1750 250

1830 600 Whitcomo, pg., 123
1865 1,700

1870 3,834

1875 5,836
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The Vreeland Family

'7#6/ o/ld Du fc',ﬂ— ﬁe )Obr‘me,c’ CAO PC.Q
Now dhe First Federated Chu reb
Jo cated at JT3nd Street & /Q‘ijet ¢,

Beyonme, Mew Tersey.

I've been researching this family (my Dad's) for many years. I started with the First
Dutch Reformed Church, in Bayonne, New Jersey. There, with

the help of the Rev. Dodd, I traced the church and its congregation back to the
1600's. We managed to get the church declared a historical site and I had my
daughter, Laurie Lee Kuchenbrod, "rededicate" her vows to her husband, Mark,
on the same day, 207 years earlier that Lourens VAN BUSKIRK married Fytje
Cornelissen Van Vreeland. Laurie, as her sister and brothers, are the 9th
generation descendant of the Founder of Bayonne, New Jersey and of the First
Dutch Reformed Church of Bayonne, New Jersey (now the First Federated
Church). I wrote a small book about this history and the genealogy of the Vreeland
family. It is in the reference department of the Bayonne and Jersey City libraries.
"The Old Dutch Reformed Church, It's Congregation & It's Community Life" by
Joan Vreeland Studer.
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ADDENDUM AND CORRECTIONS ON THE VREELAND FAMILY:

Since being sent a copy of Louis Beech Vreeland's papers, dated 1956 and the proof
therein of the errors in the 1909 Nicholas Garretson Vreeland's published history of
the Vreeland family, "Vreeland's Their Book", I amend my findings. My book, "The
Old Dutch Reformed Church, Its Congregation and Its Community Life - Bayonne,
NJ", has some errors also, which reference I used in NGV's book. I will send what I
know to the Bayonne and Jersey City libraries to be included with my history of
Bayonne and the Vreeland family. I do not feel it changes a great deal in my account
but in accuracy, it should be included. Anyone who disagrees with this account is
free to write me for my sources. I will not go over the errors that LBV related to in
NGV's book but only those that I perpetuated.

Michiel Jansen (note new spelling of first name) had NO son named Claas (Nicholas) and no
connection has ever been shown between Michiel Jansen Vreeland and the town of that name in
Utrecht Province, The Netherlands. Michiel Jansen (Vreeland) went by a few names. It was before
surnames were important in America. It was not until the 3rd or 4th generation that Vreeland
became paramount with the family and afterwards all Vreelands kept this name.

On the island of South Beveland, in the province of Zeeland, lies a small village, 's Heer Abtskerke,
colloquially called Scrabbekercke. In 1640 we first hear of our ancestor and he is called Michiel
Janez van (from) Scrabbekercke. Thus it's highly probabie that Michiel lived (or was even born) at
Scrabbekercke.

The other name for Michiel, other than Jansen or Janez, was in the New Amsterdam Church
records where he is referred to as Michiel Jansen van den Berg, referring to the hill farm at
Rensselaerswyck, where he had first settled and which he left in 1646 when he went to New
Amsterdam.

There has been a story in all Vreeland families that Michiel came from a place called Vreeland.
There is no proof that OUR Michiel came from there but it does make sense, so we can only agree
that he must have at least lived there during his early life.

Early in the month of May, 1638, the ship Het Wapen van Noorwegan (Arms of Norway) sailed
from Texel. Michiel signed on as a farmer. He arrived about August 4, 1638, with his wife Fitje (or
Fitie) Hartmans (not Hartman as recorded earlier). It is noted that on many of the birth records of
the children, Fitje is listed as Fytje Wessels Vreeland. They had 7 children born in America.

Michiel brought two farm laborers with him and they joined a small group in the Rensselaerswyck
Colony. Not a great deal is known about this colony except that Michiel was head farmer for the
Patroon from 1640 to 1646. He was then known as Michiel Jansen. In 1647 he was referred to
(baptism record) as Michiel Janszen Van den Berg. However, in the same year, Director General
Stuyvesant and his Council selected nine men to give their advice and to assist in promoting the
welfare of the colony and Michiel was one of the farmers chosen. He was listed as Michiel Jansen
Vreeland.

It was recorded that he started raising horses in 1648. There was also a nasty bit, which a true
romantic would fail to report, about Michiel's sale of contraband munitions to the Indians and a
fine for selling beaver skins without paying duty. Actually he made his fortune in the trapping trade.
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He moved to NJ in 1654 and on Sept. 15, 1655, the Indians raided. Of all the settlers' families,
Vreeland's was the only one to escape entirely unharmed, with his wife and six children. He lost his
house and all his possessions.

Michiel went back to Manhattan and opened an inn tap room on the north side of Pearl street, just
south of Broad street on Oct 23, 1656. He prospered and bought other land in New Amsterdam.

All the settlers who had been forced to leave their homes in Pavonia (Bayonne-Jersey City) because
of the Indian War wanted to return. Michiel soon wearied of living in Manhattan. In late January
1658, he too returned to his farm land and started raising cattle on a large scale. Soon he was quite
wealthy.

Michiel Jansen (Vreeland) was named as one of the first magistrates of the first court of justice
erected within the limits of the present State of New Jersey, and of the earliest organized municipal
governments within that state.

Michiel died in 1663 before the month of June and so before New Netherlands was taken by the
English. Fytje Hartmans, widow, continued to manage the considerable land holdings that Michiel
left to her. She sold and traded and was said to have been an excellent 'business woman' for those
times. She died in 1697 and left all her lands to her seven children.

Genealogy Report of the Vreeland Family

(A) Michiel Jansen VREELAND, born 1610, died 1663
Married (1631) Fitje (Fitie or Fytje) HARTMANS, born 1611, died
Oct. 17, 1697.
They had 7 children:
Elias, married Grietje Jacobs VAN WINKLE, Aug. 30, 1665
Enoch, baptized Oct. 26, 1649, married Dircksje MAYERS, June
20,1670
Hartman, baptized Oct 15, 1651, married Maritje BRAECKE, 1672
Johannes, baptised Oct. 1, 1659, married Claesje BRAECKE, May
14,1662
(B)Cornelis, married, Metje BRAECKE, May 11, 1691
Jennetje, married Dirck Teunissen VAN VECHTEN
Pryntje, married Andries CLASSEN, March 25, 1689

(B) Cornelis and Metje had eight children:
Aagtje, born April 18, 1682, married Roelof H. VAN HOUTEN
Fitje, born July 22, 1683, married Laurence VAN BUSKIRK
Michael, born Aug. 2, 1685 - di<d youny
Michael, born Feb. 23, 1687-di¢d youny
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HISTORICSITERECOGNITIONDAY
FIRST FEDERATED CHURCH

(REFORMED AND PRESBYTERIAN)
AVENUE C AND THIRTY-THIRD STREET
BAYONNE, NEW JERSEY

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1st, 1981 - 4:00 P.M.
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I like to see a man proud of the place
in which he lives,
I like to see a man live so well that
his place will be proud of him.”

A. Lincoln

REVEREND GILBERT BLAKE DODD
Pastor

FREDERICK RANSOM
Organist and Choir Director



HISTORIC SITE RECOGNITION DAY
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1Ist, 1981 - 4:00 P.M.
A SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING TO GOD

‘The Prelude - Voluntary in F John Bennett
*The Processional - “God of Our Fathers” ... Hymn No. 515
“The Invocation The Pastor
*The Gloria Patri . The Congregation

Special Music - “Jesus Loves The Little Children” Church School

The Prayer of Thanksgiving-The Very Rev. Michael A. Saltarelli
Dean of the Bayonne Catholic Churches

The Reading of the Scripture - Psalm 122 ... The Pastor
The Offering

Special Music-Solo-"Bless This House"........George Eidam, Tenor
The Church and the Community

Brief Addresses
The Honorable Dennis P. Collins, Mayor of the City of Bayonne
Mrs. Joan Vreeland - Studer Church Historian

Rev. Gilbert B. Dodd ... Pastor

The Recognition of Visiting Dignitaries
The Reading of the Historic Site Designation Letter
*The Recessional "God Bless Our Native Land” Hymn No. 514

The Postlude - Festival Postlude ... Irving D. Bartley

“Indicates to stand
e
We want to thank the participants in this Service of Thanks-
giving. the church committees and those who altended the service,

We invite everyone present to join with us in the Pine Room in

the basement of the church for a light repast which will imme-
diately follow this service.




THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE

HONORABLE DENNIS P. COLLINS
Mayor of the City of Bayonne
THE VERY REVEREND MICHAEL A. SALTERELLI

Pastor. Our Lady of Assumption R. C. Church of Bayonne
Dean, Bayonne Catholic Churches

MRS, JOAN VREELAND - STUDER
Professional Writer, Church Historian & Genealogy Researcher

MR. GEORGE EIDAM
Member of First Federated Choir

MR. FREDERICK RANSOM
Organist and Choir Director, First Federaied Church

CHURCH SCHOOIL CHORUS
Members of First Federated Church School

REV. GILBERT B, DODD
Pastor, First Federated Church

"

We want to thank the following who have helped to make
this day possible:

Mayor Dennis P. Collins for his support, his help and his
continuing interest in our struggle to be a designated Historic Site.

United States Representative Frank Guarini for the letter and
telegram he sent to the Historic Site Commission in our behalf
and his continuing support.

Assemblyman Joseph Doria for the letter he sent to the His-
toric Site Commission and for his continuing support.

Dr. Walter Robinson, posthumously, for the information and
encouragement he gave to Joan Vreeland - Studer and the pastor
in this project.

Mr, Owen Grundy, historian of Jersey City for his invaluable
help generously given to Joan Vreeland - Studer in her research.

Mr. Theodore Conrad architectural historian of Jersey City,
for his assistance in our project.

Mrs, Joan Vreeland - Studer for her persistence, her couraga
her scholarship, her research expertise and her love and fidelity
to the First Federated Church.

The librarians at the Bayonne Public Library. the Jersey Citv
Public Library and the Hudson Countv Hall of Records.



HISTORIC SITE RECOGNITION DAY COMMITTEES

. DENNIS P, COLLINS
Mayor of Bayonne

REV. GILBERT B. DODD, Pastor
MRS. JOAN VREELAND-STUDER, Church Historian

Building Preparation ... WILLIAM T, BOYD
PAUL MIRALDI JOHN DODERO RAYMOND W. HYERS
MRS. ALEXANDER WASHINKO

Honorary Chairman

Program

Repast
MRS. GRACE L. HARRISON MRS. JOHN DODERO
Decorations ... MR. and MRS. ARNOLD R. SNYDER
i i GEORGE W. EIDAM
1 M
Speciel Musi FREDERICK RANSOM
Historic Display . MRS, CAROL FOTI

SUCCESSION OF PASTORS SERVING OUR CHURCH

1828-1844 Rev. Ira C. Boice
1844-1850 s Rev. James Romeyn
1850-1854 oo Rev. Jacob Dutcher
1854-1864 .. ... Rev. Aaron L. Stillwell
1865-1873 e Rev. Theodore W. Wells
1881-1893 ... Rev. William W. Knox
1894-1899 ..o e, Rev. Charles H. Jones
1899-1909 ..o Rev. William H, Boocock
1910-1915 ... .. Rev. Theodore F. Bayles
1915-1916 .o Rev. A. H. Phanstiehl (S.S:)
1917-1919 ... Rev. Howard M. Augustine
1920-1925 o Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte
1925-1943 . Rev. George J. Becker
1943-1951 ... - Rev. Harold Schadewald
1952-1954 .., Rev. Robert C. Holland
1954-1962 Rev. C. Lawrence Brown
1962-1965 ...

Rev. James Crawford
Rev. Charles H. Nelson
...................................... Rev. Gilbert B. Dodd

1965-1970 ...
1971-

Program paid for by the New Frontier Democrats, Inc.
Mayor Dennis P, Collins, Standard Bearer
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of a "founder of Bay-
onne.”

Oldest church

{Continued from Page One)
was taken down in
sections and moved
across the street to its
present site.

In 1952, members
of this group and two
other Bayonne protest-
ant churches voted on
combining the three
churches into one and
forming the first Feder-
ated Church of Bay-
onne.

The list of ministers
of the First Federated
Church of Bayonne
spans the years 1829 to
the present: Ira C.
Boice, James Romeyn,
Jacob C. Dutcher,
Aaron L. Stillwell,
Theodore Whecoff
Welles, Charles H.
Stitt, William White
Knox, Charles Harris
Jones, William Henry
Boocock, Theodore F.
Bayles, R.H.. August-
ine, A.C. Van Raalte,
George Becker, Harold
Schadewald, Robert C.
Holland, C. Lawrence
Brown, James W.
Crawford, Charles H.
Nelson and the present
pastor, Gilbert Blake
Dodd.

Dodd, who has an
extensive knowledge
of church history in
general and the history
of his parish in parti-
cular, has traced the
subsequent careers of

many of the ministers

of the First Federated
Church of Bayonne.
Many went on to posts
of distinction in reli--

gious and political
circles.
Rev. Dodd’'s con-

gregation is 105 strong.
Fifty of these members
have been recruited
in the 10 years Dodd
has ministered to the
church. "Bayonne was
founded by Dutch
Protestants,” Dodd
explains, "but in the
years since then the
successive ethnic mig-
rations have changed
the religious make-up
of the city. Now it is
80% Catholic, 11%
Jewish and 9% Pro-
testant”.

Rev. Dodd’s con-
gregation may be
small, but it is close-
knit, proud of its church
and its history. One of
the earliest marriage
records of the Reform-
ed Dutch Church found
in this area was that of
a Lourens Van Buskirk
and Fytje Cornelissen
Van Vreeland, dated
September 18, 1709.

Two hundred and sev-

enty two years later,
First Federated’s con-
gregation will witness
the rededication of
the marriage of a 9th
generation descendant
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