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Paper for Study Club...l0-13-2003

NEWY JERSEY * Unknown, Znown, should be known and will be known

I am a XNsw Jersey natlve. I was born in East Orsnge,
I grew up in Ridgewood, had a business career in Ridgewcod,
Glen Rock and New Brunswick, I renited three aspartments, one
in Hawthorne, two in New Brunswick and in 1961, bought a house
with my husband, in Franklin Township, Somerset County.

Four years of college in Massachusetts, nine meonths in =aih
yeay,I was living out of state. One of my favoriis funny memoris:z
of my first weeks in Northampton 1i3: how many girls asked me how

I could be from New Jersey and speak the way I did...the way They

did, E-gadl

I think my reactions, scme amused, some angry, began tahen soous
the aﬁ%ing down-putting of New Jersey by ncn-residents...now l1ittle
they actually imew about the Garden State.

How many of you are native New Jerseyans? Then you know, I

hope, that the State's mottc is Liberty and Erosverity, adopted

in 1821. The State bird is the sastern goldfinch, avproved

June 27,1935. The State flower is the purple violet. The State
tree 1s the red ocak, some of which, I hope, grow just down Amwell
Road from my house,in Mettler's Woods. I quote from THE WORLD
WE LIVE IN,,pﬁbiiE&eimi311955,bg Time Inc.. This is from a
chavter called "The Wocds of Home" which 1s devoted entirely to
Mettlgp!é;ﬂooae. Quote: "OCut of 400,000 square miles of primeval
woodés that greeted the incredulous eyes of the first Ruropeans

only about 1,600sguare milec now remain in unspciled state.
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One such tract survives barely 50 miles from New York City on

the rolling piedmont of New Jersey. It is known as Mettler's
Woods, and it is this small (65 acres) but truly virgin forest
that the pictures on the following rages show." I believe I have
read or heard sometlme since 1955 that thils bilt of virgin forest
l1s the cnly one left . The sentence quoted above could be now
edited to read, " One such tract survives oa the rolling pie&mont

The heclc with how for itis Aram NYC?
of New Jersey." PERIOD!} Not many people know this. meiedmon,

for me for the last 42 years, incredibly interesting to watch, "thany
)
to thet forest preservé...deer, racoons, groundhogs, rabbizs,d#fwnm
unks
squirrels,4Abirds of 211 kinds.
The house I grew up in, was, thanks to my father's excellent

cholce of land, righit on the edge of a valley through which the

The vallen

Ho-Ho-Kus Brook ran. I% was undisiurbed except by 3some walkin

trzils,and on the other side of the brook, a trolley—-track which

was abandoned curing WWII, I thinkx. Anyhow, I was allowed %o roam

down intoc the woods, and check out 211 the tlants, and the fish
could notve pizkia @5 e
and frogs iaﬁhe brook. Lady slipprers were 21l ovsr the placed..“KL

related to orchids, i have recently ‘learmed. SH/mdl i%ison ivy,

polson ozak. And purnle violets. I didn't xnow when I was little

wene
that theydqwo the State floweres And I delight in their spring

appearence in the grass on my acre. We have never use@@eed killers
S /

and as a result, the varlety of things growing with the grass
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remind me always of my roamings in the Ho%Ho-Kus brook
valley. And I was tickled to hear %ai Dr. Bruce Hamilton, of
Cook College,reoommendsmowing one's lawn,without weed killers as
it will all look green, no matter what the shape of what's mowed.
%geiéarden State , in fact, since so many things grow here. It
ranks third, behind Massachusetts and Wigconsin, as a cranberry-
producing state. Alsc ranks second in bluseberry production...I
don't know who ranks first. As for Jersey tomatoes,..here's a
story for you. In the fall of 1959, my resident-allien, British
subject husband took me Lo -EZngland (and France) for our belated
honeymoon. We flew from ZIngland to The Isle of Gusrnsey, and
I noticed as we were approaching Guernsey that there were many
glass greenhouses. I found out, years later, at some anseting at
Cook College, that the tomato specialist whose name I do not
e Qannal lslands

remember had gone over to Guernsey, to show them how to grow

in greenhouses.
tomatoes (and presumably other things) in ccld times. I did nct
set foot on Jersey, but did see it from aboard the ship we took
from Guernsey to France. Incidentally, Gertrude Ederle, the first
womzs bto swim the Engllish Jhannel, learned how to swim in Atlantic
Highlands.

New Jersey, in addition to being, I bsilewzs, the most densely
inhabited state, -alseo- panissas-the - most highly diversified.
0ddly enough, it started’ out that way. I quote from Richard P.
McCormiqkﬁ3964 book, NEW JERSEY FROM COLONY TC STATE...1l609-1789:
"Heré; hégﬁegg-the’ﬂudson and the Delaware, peoples of many

nationalitles came together, at times in Jarring coanflict, but

for the most part in peaceful harmony, to lay the foundations of
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of a colony whose distinguishing mark was to be 1ts
heterogeneity. Unlike New England, where the Puritan townsman
typified the whole population, or the South, where the tidewater
English planter was equally predominant, New Jersey presented
a plcture of infinite variety. Its founders spoke many tongues,
belonged to many religious denominations, practiced thelr arts
and craftds in many different ways. Each distinctive group had 1is
own cohtributions to make, and each w2s to leave a lasting
inheritance to future generatlons."

I"am passing arcund July 22 's New York Times weather report.
As yo= look at it just check out the cities . all down the
east coast. Note that there are no cities cited for Rhode Island,
New Jersey or Delaware, all smell states. BSo, herewith, another
quote from McCormick: " New Jersey was the first state to appoint
delegates to the Fhiladelphisza convention (to be held in May, 1787)
«.e.The delegation....played a leading role in the controversy
that threatened for several weeks to disrupt the convention. The
Virginia deleggﬂion;had propoaed a plan of government that would
have accorded the states representation on a baslis of popuhxﬁon.
The small states disliked this arrangement and put forward what
became known as the 'New Jersey Plan,' which gave each state
equal representatioﬁ. Ultimately the conflict was resolved by
the 'Great Compromise,'! whereby each state was given equal welght
in the Senaﬁe:(wpile the House of Representatlives was apportioned

P .
gt

according to population.™ .
COADH:S?f-
Wow! Jerseys were way ahead of the other ¢gIkHFFoVegelE.
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Speaking of weather,(I'm wrlting this bit on June 234after
the tornado hit Basking Ridge)%@d%f,@% David Ludlum‘g
THE NEW JERSEY WEATHER BOOK,published in 1983 by Rutgers University
Fress, 1is a fascinating account of what Jerseys have seen, endured,
and got through. One quote from Ludlum: "Rhythmic successions of
wet and dry, hot and cold airstreams converge over New Jersey and
make up the daily weather whose most notable characteristic is its
changeableness. The almost infinite variety of New Jersey's
weather year-round was succinctly and imaginatively descrized by ths
Reverend Jedidiah Morse, America's foremost geozgrapher during the
early days of the Republic: 'The changes of weather are great, anc
frequently sudden. On the whole, 1t appears that the climate is
2 compound of most of the climates of the world. I+t has the
moisture of Ireland in spring; the heat of Africa in Summer:; the
temperature of Italy in June; ﬁne sky of Egypt in autumn; the snow
and cold of Norway in winter;the tempests (in a certain degrese) of
the West Indies, in every season; and the variable winds and weather
of Great Britaln in every month of the year.' " From GEOGRATHY MADE
EASY, 1800." David Ludlum lived in Princeton until his death in 1997.
He also earned a R.A. at Princeton, an M.A. at University of Califor—
Berkegg, and a Ph.D. at Princeton. n

New Jersey was the only colony/state to have two colleges -
Queens College, later to become Rutgers,axnd the College of New Jersey
later: t6 B&comé Princeton College. Which makes me wonder how
Metuchen got the nickname Bralny-Borough. Surely New Brunswick and
Princeton had some brilliant brains? iﬂfll;hdvff?
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The honey bee is the state insect. Whoever set that up
now
shouldAsee the airline-beelines all over the state. AND, as of 196G<

Newark Airport's passenger traffic outdid JFE, LaGuardia and
Philadelphia. How about that for a "small state."

I learned, years ago down in Cape May, that Henry Ford had
raced‘his first car on the beach with someone he wanted to help
him get into the car buslness. Solgg.gets the plame for all
the traffic on the turnpike and the pariwaye. (:Only for the traffic
Because, as you will see on this map of Colonial New Jersey, there

were good roads all over the state, obviously some being Indian tr=

which later became coach roads, and then our roads. Amwell Road
Yy (=77

is an old Indian trail line from the Rarilen River to the
River. I often wonder, as I drive up the turnpike, WHAT" the
Lenni Lenapes would think, if brought back from 300 years ago,
of what we have done to the meadowlands, to the lands, period!
The norse }§ the state animal. See what Henry Ford changed.
The state flag displays the official State colors. The
reference libr:zrian at Franklin library got the following out
of her computer. "The State seal 1is presented in Jersey blue on
a buff background.’ The colors were chosen by General George
Washington in 1779, after he was heédquartered in New Jersey
during the Revolutionary war. These were the military colors
used by the New Jersey troops. The State seal in the center of the
flag containe  a horse’s head. A helmet showing that New Jersey
goferh;?itgeif ;hd three plows on a shield referring to the
State's agriculture tradition. The two goddesses represent the

the State motto...Liberty is on the left....holding a staff with




Page seven...N.d.

a liberty cap on it and the word liberty underneath her.
The goddess on the right 1s Ceres, goddess of agriculture.

She is holding a corrucopia with presperity wrltten below her."”

From Hammond's WORLD ATIAS, Classics Edition, published in 1956
is this map of the resources and products cf New Jersey...
impressive. And an A rril, 2003 article, for a change, quite
pleasant...most of the time the TIMES ﬁas what I guess it thinks
is a ball with New Jolsey, in its New Jersey sectlon.

And I might as well flag Somerset County as one cf the
very early counties....l688.

The Women's Frc ject of New Jersey, Inc. 1s a vocluntary
non-profit orgnaization formed in 1984 to research and publiclize
the dilverse backgrounds and life experiences of New Jersey women
throughout the state's history. Volunteer wrlters, wlth guldelins.
produced biograrhies from 1600-1807, 1808-1865, 1866-1920, and
1521 to preseht. These writiﬁgs exist in the Rutgers Library
archives, as well as in thils boock, produced by Syrzacuse Unlversitiy
Fress in 1997. Suzanne lLebsock, professor of history and wife of

son of Richaud B weCamuicke
Richard Mccarmickﬁ/now pregident of 3/ptgers, writes in her
introduction to PAST AND PROMISE: " ...New Jersey is a cosmcpolita:
rlace, and hes been ever since Philédelphia and New York Tirst
laid claim to big-city, glitter. ©New Jersey has paid the price fecr
its preximity to two of the cocuntry's premier cities, as
demons;rated by the unending stream of New Jersey Jokes
perpetréted chiefly by denizens of New York City's five borought.

blessiags
But this book alsc documents one of the enormous,of New Jersey's:

A
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location: its uncommonly rich aggregation of artists, performers
and authors. On farms, in towns, or down at the shore - creative
people have time ané time again found homes in New Jersey that
allowed them easy access to metééolitan galleries, concert halls,
broadcast studios, and publishers. ! I don't know who chose
Ceres and Liberty to dominate our state sezl....Mayhap, Martha‘
Washington because women of New Jersey have been and are highly
accomplished.

Geologically, the State of New Jersey is astounding, from
the Fallsades on down. I quotec from the GEOLOGY AND LANDSCAFPES
CF NEW JERSEYéﬁg; Peter E. Wolfe, retired profes:zor of Geolcgy
at Ratgers. 1In his preface he says: "In many respects New Jersey
with its locetion on the sastern edge of the 'drifting' North
American continent, 1s unique for demonsgrating the workings of
the ™ew Geology®. The theories of Férifting continents,' 'seafloor
spreading,” and fplate tectonicd explain for the first time the
cpening and closing of the Atlantic Ocean basir; the history of
the rock record, the rifting and volcaniec activlity, the geclogical
structures and some of the landscape feztures that are present in
New Jersey today." P\o, go%, 9n:

"In spite of the smell size of the state, the rock record is
one of the most completé%of any state in the Union. Starting with
the oldest Precambrizn rocks of the New Jersey Eighlands, which
are nearly 2 billlon years old, the rock record is complete for
alllof-geologic time except for the Carboniferocus and Permian

periods (225 to 350 million years ago), and these rocks are
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present Jjust across the Delaware River 1n Pennsylvanlia. The
Jurassic Perlod, which was long considered the missing stratigrapn:
link in New Jersy, has now been identified@ in the Newark basin of
the Piedmont Lowland Province, as well as in the offshore drilling
ceres on the New Jersey continental shelf, making the geclogical
record still more complete."

" The Folded Appaléchians of Northern New Jersey (Xittatinny
Mountain ard the Great Valley) and eastern Pennsydvanla are
'worldclassic folded and eroded mountgz;ns' thet are the result
of the continental collision when North America met heaé on with
Africa and Burope as drifilng continents. The New Jersey Highlands
are the result of an earlier collision....The lava flows of the
Watchung Mountains and the intrusive sills of the Palisades
represent landscapes formed by volcanism during the Palisades
Disturbance. The most recent sediments are present on the low-
lying New Jersey Coastal Plain, wlHich was submerged and emerged
many times during the Cretaceous and Tertliary Periods....

New Jersey has cne of:the most ccmplete geologic outdeor
laboratories of any university in the country." Further on,

he aﬁ&g;;: "In addition to being the source of zinc mineral
dpeosits at Franklin, Sterling and Ogdensburg, the area (Susgsex
County) 1is one of the 1;éd1ng mineral collecting localitles of
the world. Moee than 230 mineral specles and varietles have been
idepgyfied,aﬁ& an additional 100 minerals, some of which are

111-defined have been reported but not yet validated. Many museums




Page teNeeeN.J.

like the Museum of Natural Eistory in New York and the Rutgers
and Erircston University museums and many private collectlons
throughout the world have show pleces of the brilliant%g fluorescer{
franklinite, willemlite and other minerals from the mines at
Franklin." If you have never been to the Rutgers geology museum,
stop by..; Anumbeg of dinosauer footprints are on display there
which were excavated from the Triassic Brunswick Shales of
Towacc, Morris County.

Thanks again to the ladiss of New Jersey who saved the
Falisadesi

Theré are, of course, many nifty gentgemen 1ln New Jersey,
one of whom, in February, 2003, made it rossible for the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestira to purchase 30 rare strirngecd instruments,
24 violins, 2 violas arnd 4 cellos. The group of instruments will
bd called the Golden A ge Collection, and it positions the NJSO
as the only orchestra in the world to procure such a large
collection of ectraordéinary instruments. Jersey shore-area
philantropist Dr. Herbert Axelrod accumulated these 30 pleces
over three decades, and very much wanteé the NJSO to have the

fiddles.
Thore Qe 2illions of otbov '\Fact“iﬁgbwes and rwasons
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