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Elementary education in demo
cratic Scandinavia-Elementary edu
cation was established in the Scandi
navian countries somewhat more than a 
century ago under the dominance of the 
Lutheran Church. It was somewhat pietis
tic and mechanical, but it had resulted in 
almost universal literacy by the middle 
of the century. 

It thus provided a basis in the school 
arts for the folk highschools which de
veloped rapidly after 1864 and which at
tracted youths of eighteen to twenty-five 
to consider under competent and highly 
respected teachers the meanings of life 
for themselves, their neighbors, their 
nation, and the world. Out of these 
schools came many young men and young 
women fired by a purpose of examining 
the institutions among which they found 
themselves, to modify those that were not 
satisfactory, and to create new ones if 
necessary. 

K othing escaped the impact of these 
enlivened and enlightened young people. 
The church, the government, agriculture, 
home economy, and recreational and cul
tural activities, and even commerce and 
industry were all modified by their intelli
gent criticism and cooperative attacks. 

The village elementary schools domi
nated by the church and by govern
ment inspectors at first resisted change; 
whereupon the folk highschool "alumni" 
organized "free schools" emphasizing 
handicrafts, music, art, gymnastics, as 
well as the school arts, for the little folks, 
and these "free schools" became centers 
of adult community culture as well. To 
obtain teachers better equipped than 
those youths who brought only zeal and 
personality to their task as free-school 
teachers, a teacher-preparatory folk high
school was established. 
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The Cooperative Three Crowns Flour Mill at the Entrance of Stockholm Harbor. 

-

Cooperative Houses Built for Employes of the Three Crowns Mill Near Stockholm. 

The lllu•lralion. Are From "SUleden: The Middle Way." 


