© [2010]
Maria Mwikali Kioko

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



TRANSNATIONAL CONNECTIONS OF FIRST GENERATION IMMIGRANTS
FROM KENYA IN THE UNITED STATES
by
MARIA MWIKALI KIOKO
A Dissertation submitted to the
Graduate Schoélew Brunswick
Rutgers, The State Univetgiof New Jersey
in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy
Graduate Program in Sociology
written under the direction of
Professor Judith Gerson

And approved by

New Brunswick, New Jersey

May, 2010



ABSTRACT OF THE DISSERTATION
TRANSNATIONAL CONNECTIONS OF FIRST GENERATION IMMIGRANTS
FROM KENYA IN THE UNITED STATES
By MARIA MWIKALI KIOKO
DissertatiorDirector:
Professor ddith Gerson
This study analyzed why and how first generation immigrants from Kenya
maintain transnational ties. It explored the characteristittsesities, how they are
sugained whether they vary by gender, age, education or length afastdyhowties
af fect I mmigrantsodo experiences. Ethnograph
Paterson, NJ showed no overarching immigrant experience. All particnegatslless of
age, gender, length of stay and education maintained transnational hi¢snaily and
friends. Ties took the form of phone calls, internet communication, mail, material
exchanges, home visits and cultural activiiadoccurredmostly with people from their
local ethnic villages. Frequency of tieglength of stayassumea U-shaped cum with
moreties initially, followed bya decline aftesome years the U.Sandan increase
thereafter
Participants mentioned three factaecessaryor sucessful immigration

experience: legal status in the U.S., a geddcatiorand astrongsupport network. None
of thembelievedaspiring to aniddle class American lifer assimilation indicagd
success Rathersuccessneantassisting people in Kenyand ceethnics validated the

importance of transnational practices. Despite the abs#avisible Kenyan ethnic



enclavein Paterson, there wascbbseknit community connected through social
networks

Women received assistance from kin and-kionto migrate while men were
assisted mostly by family. Womergiendship ties transceed family ties butwerenot
in competition with themthey used their friendship ties to advance family livelihoods
Mends i mmigration experiences were confoun
responsibilities as breadwinners and heads of houseNdlsne n 6 s 1 mmi gr ati on
decisions were interwoven in their daily struggles to support their families. Immigration
was a neveending procesgswomen and meperpetuated the experientteough
assisting themmigration of the children and friends anlgelping newly arrived
immigrants.

Future research using a longitudinal approach would enable an understanding of
successive I mmigrant generations and i1 f th
transnational ties. Longitudinal study would also allow udisoern if the Ushaped
pattern of ties found here represented a esestional perspective or instead overtime

ties ebbed and flowed.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Recent immigrants to United States

The United States has anphistory of receiving immigranttlnlike earlier
immigrants who came from Europe and were mainly white, an overwhelming number of
contemporary immigrants come framany different world regiondeading to increased
racial religiousand ethnic diversityThe new wave of immigration has implications for a
society that has historically been confronted by complex and deeply ingrained ethnic and
racial divisions. Such demographic shifts have provoked questions regarding the
processes dhcorporationof contanporary immigrants. There is a general consensus that
immigrants are influenced by theiocietiesof origins and, as such, their immigration
experience is a product of their adcietiesas well as the new.heways in which these
strands interact is cgotex and a result of various influences that at times compete and at
other times complement each other.

Studies have shown thdifferent immigrant groupbave beenreated differently
by the host countryDifferentminority groups have had varying exmarces with
dominant groupand other minority groups due to diverse historical, economic and other
contextual factors. While this is not any different for African immigrants, it is important
to note thaalthough immigrants from Africa share a common eigmee, there is a large
degree of heterogeneity withamd amongifrican communities. African immigrants
represent many nationalities, linguistic groupings, etgrocips classandsocial statuss

and religious backgrounds. African immigrants also alinvibe Uhited Statesia



multiple trajectories, includingsDiversity Visa(DV) * lottery recipients, student visa
applicants, business/economic migrants, family reunificatiafpolitical refugees.
These factors influence the settlement patterns afrthregrants and subsequently play a
role in their adaptation andaarporationinto the host country. Different groups of
immigrants tend to settle in specific areasdx ortheir nationality, ethniity or religion.
For examplethe majority of the Africanimmigrants living in Paterson,d\Wv Jersegome
from East Africa and the Horn of Africa.

Unlike the profile of earlier immigrants to the hited Statesvho weremostly
from Europe, theecentwaves ofimmigration have large numbers of people from Asia,
Caiibbean and LatinAmerica These trendsave provoked questiossich adiow these
recent immigrants adapt and integrate into host country and whether their immigration
experiences are different fratimose ofthe earlier immigrants. The demographic shift ha
also renewed the focus on relations and attitudes between immigrants and residents of the
host country. Nearly all immigrants must overcome some level of linguistic and cultural
challengs as newcomersheinflux of the recent diverse group of immigrahas also
prompted researchers to investigateether their inorporationinto the Lhited States
mainstream is different from that of earlier immigrants.

Other questions have focusadhow recent globalization trendacilitating ease
of travel and commmnicatonh ave affected I mmigranandd set't
their experiences in generdlhese aspects of analyzing the nature and extent of

i mmi gr ant s o0 aodparationant metwarks armetationsrthat the immigrants

The Diversity Immigrant Visa Program is administered on an annual basis by the
Department of State andmucted under the terms of Section 203(c) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (INA). The Act makes available 50,000 permanent resident visas
annually to persons from countries with low rates of immigration to the United States.



maintain with badt host and home countries have formed major foceoént
immigration studies.

I nterest i n 1 mmi gorpomtiorsnto tha lbst gotieygan on an d
importanttopic for immigrants from Africa, mainly, Black African$hese termsefer to
mainly how immigrantdlend into the host society the economic, social and political
spheres.lt is safe to state that the majorityAfrican immigrants arrive with a set of
perceptiongand expectationabout United States, most of which are positimeddition,
manyof them arrive inthe United States from countries where blacks are the majority at
every level of societydence, they are confronted with unfamiliar race relatigrmu
arrival in the Uhited Statesbecomingmembers of a minority groupesearchers
including Foner2000; 2009, Kasinitz (1992) and Vickerman (1994) have discussed this
issue wherebydr some of the black immigrantke ascription to a minority group status
is perceived as downward mobility. Waters (1999) pointgtatevenwhenfamily and
friends had informed immigran&bout race relations the United Statest wasstill
difficult for them to imagine the actual race relations experiencesited)StatesGiven
such insightsthere is a need twllect data on differergroups of Black immigrants as
part of the process of understandimyvtheyhandle the immigration experiences.

Earlier immigration studiesuch as Gordon (1964), Park and Burgess (1921) and
Warner and Srol€l945)analyzed immigration as a cme&y praess premised on the
supposition that most immigrants severed ties with their countries of origin as they
assimilated into the receiving countAssimilation was necessary if timamigrantswere
to succeedh the host countrythey needed to subscribeaa@ore set of shared values

Theassimilation perspectivdewedmigration as grocessvhereby "uprooted” migrants



travel to a new country and begin a process of severing ties with the old country while
developing closer ties with the new homela®didies critical of the classical
assimilation perspective on migration as unidirectidraale moved more towards
analyzing thecontemporarygontexts within which immigration takes place. ifhe
findingssuggest that a significant number of immigrants remairetirtb their
communities of origin and there is widespread back and forth movement between the
country of origin and the receiving countAdlja and Nee, 1997; Foner, 2000; Levitt
2001, 2002; Levitt and GlickSchiller, 2004; Mahler, 1998; Morawsk2001; Ressar,
1999; PortesLuis and Landojt1999 2002 Rouse, 1991). The studies reveal that
immigrants tend to live simultaneously across different ngtionb ei ng bot h HAher
Athere, o crossing geographic andmpol sti cal
commonly used to contextualize and define such immigrants' cultural, economic, political
and social experiencegarious scholars have provided definitions for the termrbut
gener al Atraeetensi baafit Bendopr oc eanssubtain whi ch
simultaneous mukstranded social relations that link together their societies of origin and
sett | e me, GlickhSclillBrard @lanSzanton1994: 7).

Drawing on insights fronthese worksaddressingransnational practicethe
curren study focused on understanding immigration experiences of first generation
immigrants from Kenya and the ties they maintain \ilopleback inKenya The
challenge was to document and understandliaeacteristicef these ties, how and why
theyaremant ai ned, and how the ties influence i
expectation was that the findings would provide a more comprehensive understanding of

not only the magnitude and patterns of ties but also how the ties are expressed and



embeddeadvithin the everyday lives of the immigrants. In this way, the study attempted
to advance the analysis of transnational practices and how deeply they are embedded in

social and economic relations

1.2 Overview of African immigration to the United States

The number of African immigrants to the United States more than quadrupled
between 1961 and 2000, growifigm 109,733 to 531,832 ékougang,2003. Even
though the numbers of documented immigrants arriving annually in the United States
from the African cotinent rose from under 15,000 in 1980 to over 40,000 by the close of
the 1990s, Africans still made up a relatively small proporsbghtly more than 5%, of
the documented immigrants to thaitéd Statesn 2000, up from less than 2% in 1991
(Arthur, 2@0: 154). In 190, the Census Bureau estimated that 2.2% of the folzagm
population in the Wited Statesvas born in African countries, more than twice the
estimate of a decade earlier. That proportion has continued to increase over the past
years. Nigria waghe largest source country aftsSaharan African migrants and
refugees from 198Q001, but four of the eight largest African source countries are in the
Greater Horn of Africa region: Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan and Kenya. More than 20% of
African immigrants in 2000 camedim these four countries alond.§. Census Bureau,
200(). Tablel1l.1shows the total numbers of immigrants arriving from Africa and Kenya

between the years 192003.



Table 1.1: Number of legal immigrants to U.S. from Africa andKenya ?

1995 | 1996 |1997 |1998 |1999 |2000 | 2001 2002 2003 | 2004
Total 720,461 915,900| 798,378| 660,477| 646,568| 849,807 1,064,318| 1,063,732| 705,827| 946,142
Africa 39,818 | 49,605 | 44,668 | 37,494 | 36,700 | 40,790 | 50,209 | 56,135 | 45,640 | 62,510
% oftotal | (6%) | (5%) | (6%) | (6%) | (6%) | (5%) | (5%) (6%) 6%) | (7%)
Kenya 1,419 | 1,666 |1,387 |1,696 |1,412 |2,210 |2514 |3,207 |3,216 |5,323
% Africa | (4%) | (3%) | (3%) | (5%) | (4%) | (%) | (5%) (5%) (%) | (9%)

** Africa refers to theontinentand not sections of it.

While the percentage of immigraritem Kenya(expressed as percent of African
immigrants)has remained fairly constant, the total numbers have shown a steady increase
from 1995.

Graph 1.2: Africa and Kenya immigration trends 19952004

6000 - 5323 10%
= # of immigrants from Kenya 0% 9%

5000 1 —e— % of African immigrants 7% T 8%

4000 7%

5% 3207 6%
5%
4%
3%
2%
1%
0%

3000 A

2000

1000

0

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Table 1.1shows that African immigrants have floed a small percent of the total
immigrants to the United States. WhiA&ican immigrantshave been smaller in
numbersthey have some of the highest education lewélsn compared to other groups
of immigrants(Takyi, 2002). Th&000 U.S. Censushowed lhat forty-nine percent of

adult African i mmi gr aThécensusddtacshoaed thaeonh el or 6 s

2 The data for Table 1.4nd Graph 1.1 was compiled usingtistics from 2004 Yearbook of Immigration
Statistics, Department of Homeland Security, United States Citizenship and Immigration Bureau.



four Africanrborn immigrants héhan advanced college degree, making them one of the
mosthighly educated immigrant groupBakyi also reports tit African immigrants tend

to live in or around large cities, and nearly half live in Texas, California, Maryland, or
New York.The Gensus does not provide a breakdown of the characteristics of foreign
born population from Africdy their specificcountries; hence there are exact numbers
for Kenya. This adds to thepcity of data relateslpecificallyto immigrants from

Kenya

Studies have shown that motivating factors for migraforAfrican immigrants
are social, economic, and politicAffrican migration has largely been fueled by
globalization trends, the economic and political failures in Africa, immigration policies of
receiving countries, historic ties of sending and receiving couydinekhe availability
of existing contacts within the rewing country (Arthur, 2000; Gordon, 1998kome,
2002; T&ougang, 1995)The last three decades of the twentieth century witnessed
significant immigration of Africans to North America, often due to political crises, civil
wars, ethnic conflicts, and ecamic deterioration.

In exploring the contexts of African immigration, Arthur (2000) outlined three
important developments that have influenced African immigration trends. The earliest
development was an increase in the number of African students ansispyoéds who
stayed in the U.S. as a result of political and economic difficulties at home, beginning in
the 1970s. The Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 made it easier for this
highly educated group to obtain permanent residency status and rertieinited
States The second development began in the-2880s with the arrival of larggumbers

of political refugeedleeing repressive regimes and violent conflparticularly from the



Horn of Africa. The third development resulted from the Ingnaition Acts otthe 1990s,
which made it possible for immigrants to be admitted on the basis of their skills, as well
as the introduction of the\Dprogram.

Okoth (2004) provides an outline showing thatfttet and perhaps only real
Awaveo of dtants gamaeduringrthei1950s and 196BsnKenya was still a
British colony. At that timeimmigration was linked to the pursuit of higher education
abroadand the return of such skills and experience to Keveyas p anatiopn o f
buildingd efforts. The case of this major wave of immigration was that, during World
War 1l, Kenyans had been obliged to fight for the British Crown. After the war, soldiers
returned home, only to be treated, once again, as setasglcitizens. This spurred the
country into a wil war, a war for independence. The Soviet Union got involved and
began encouraging Kenyans to relocate to Russia for their education in order to support
the Soviet cause.

The United States followed suit, and airlifted many Kenyans to tiiedlStates
and helped settle them mainfysmall college towns. The objective was that these
Kenyans would receive their education in the United States and then return tat&enya
implement a structure of democrasjany did return to Kenya, but some stayed and
madethe U.S. their home. As Okoth (20Gstates, dring the period of the 1950s, 8@
and1970s, Kenyans were engaged in a circular migration in search of higher education
and advanced training abroad, often returning to apply their skills in Kenya in-nation
building efforts. Many of those who returned held high posts in the government.
Examples include the first president of Kenya, the late Mzee Jomo Kenyatta, the current

president Mwai Kibaki, and strong opposition leadersh as théate Oginga Odinga.



Similar to other African countries, thenmigration trend shifted to a owveay
mass exodus in the 1980s &890s, largely due to political and economic woes that
were rampant on the African contin¢@ordon, 1998Macharig 2003) In the early
years afteKenya gained independence from the British in 186&re vasafairly steady
level of economigrowth In the late 1980s, during the reign of the second president
Daniel Arap Moi, the situation changadd thecountry was plunged into economic
deterioraion, with educational and othexsource®ecomingnadequate to meéte
demands of the growing populatiddue to widespread mismanagement in the
government and inefficient policies bogged down by widespread corruption, tribalism
and nepotisnecononic growth came to a standstill and then started to de€liheoup
and Hornby, 1998 Furthermore, relations with major world donors including the World
Bank deteriorated. Since independendenya had always maintained decent relations
with the major donors ahas a developing country had relied heavily on foreign aid to
finance their activities. At th£991 meeting of thenajor donors called thearis Group,
the donors decided to suspend foreign aid to Kenya, citing corruption, mismanagement of
funds and poogovernancéThroup and Hornby]998. This worsened an already bad
situation.

Ten or fifteen years ago, when Kenyads
were coming, but fewer stayed. When the econdetgrioratecand many of the students
were faced wh great uncertainty and very poor economic opportunities upon returning
to Kenya, many remained and settled in the (O&oth, 2004).For many, the decision
to stay in the U.S., where there were more opportunities, was easy to make, compared to

the failues of development back in their country, along with the economic despair and
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political instability. Many Kenyan families that were able to afford the initial financial
costs of sending one or more of their members abroad on-&dongr permanent basis
considered it an investment and/or a form of economic insurance. Of these immigrants
who came as students, some of them found employment and settled in the U.S. and
served as contacts for other immigrants (Takyi, 2002). Even today, most Kenyan
immigrants caneto the United Stateis pursuit of education. This trend has not changed
since the early 1960s, as shown in a report by the Institute for International Education
(2003) whichindicated thaamong African countries sending students to thadd

Stategn the 20032002 school year, Kenya led, followed by Nigefshana, Egypt and

South Africa

1.3 I mmigrantsdé ties with the home country
Transnational studies haf@cused on inghts regarding the nature of immigrants
and the immigration process. Hestudiesincorporate the understanding that as
immigrants move they do not eaff links with their communities of origirAs such
immigrants do not necessarily have a point of departure with a static point of.arrival
Ratherasignificant number ofnemmaintain ties with their home countries and there is
widespread backndforth movement between tio or more point®f origin and
destinationSuch studies aslBa and Ne€1997); Foner(2000; Levitt (2001, 2002);
Levitt and GlickSchiller(2004; Mahler(1998; Morawska(2001); Pessaf1999; Portes
et al.(1999; Portes, Haller and Guarnizd002; andRouse(1991) analyze how
immigrants tend to live simultaneously across different nations, being both "here" and

"there," crossing geographic and politibalundaries.
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Theintensity of contemporary trasiorder ties is largely facilitated by three
factors: advances in transportation and communication technology; the globalization of
capital; and a greater tolerance in the United States for ethnic plurét@nsnational
studies have pointeslitthat as migration continues to grgtivere is a corresponding
increase in the flow of information and goods between host countries and home countries.
Thesetransnational engagements take various forms includinglseanittances and the
transformation of the social and political lives of migrant and-magrant populations
(Levitt, 1998), remittances and the development of financial institutions and direct
international investors (Kyle, 200@rzoco, 2003g supporiand promotion of local
development initiatives (Goldring, 200Rpuse, 1991Smith, 1997) and political
participation (GlickSchiller, Basch and Blan&zanton 1992; GuarnizoPortes and
Haller, 2003). Furthermore, the studies indicated that it is mkegylthat migrants will
engage in selective transnational practices on a periodic basis. Rouse (1991) summarized
the situation by stating that the story of immigrants leaving one country for good and
settling in another is not a simple one. As increasungbers of migrants live parts of
their social and economic lives across national boundaries, the question is no longer
whether this is good or bad, but rather, how the immigrants participate in these
transnational engagements.

While there are no definiternumbers to show the volume or magnitude of ties
thatimmigrants from Africamaintain it is evident thaalthough thousands of miles
away,theycontinue to stay in contact with families and friends through phone calls,
letters, video and audimpe messges, and money transfers. Africa, and in particular

Sub-Saharan Africa, lereceived little attention in studies or discussion of transnational
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connections of migrants to their home count(€amya, 1997)The majority of studies

on nonEuropean immigrasthave focused on Latin America and the Caribbean;
therefore, much of what we know is influenced by the experiences of immigrants from
those regions. It is not clear whether findings discovered by observing other groups of
immigrants are comparable to thieuation of African immigrants.

One possible reason that Africa has received less attention may be related to the
relativelysmallnumber of migrants from Africa to the U.S. when compared to the other
regions. The situation brings up the issue of theex i ences of MfAsubordin
groups and how their experiences differ or
experiences. To address this gap, we need studfes a i can i mmi gr ant so e
that allow forthe analysis oWithin and acrosgroup \ariations to provide us with a
better understanding of the complexities of immigration. Part of the impetus for this study
was to contribute by providing data on Kenyan immigrants for comparison with other
immigrant groups in the United States. This stwiliyalso contribute to knowledge
about Kenyan immigrants and how their social and cultural values are reflected in the
types of social and economic ties tloegate and sustain.

In addition, the few studies that have included Africave largely been
descriptive, focused on establishing the existence of the flow of goods and activities (e.g.,
Apraku, 1991 Arthur, 2000;Djamba, 1999; Obiakor and Grant, 2002; Okp2G02;

Takougang, 19953003). No doubt, these studies have formed a critical basis ficaAf
immigrant studies; however, to better understand immigrant experiences, the flows of
goods and activities must be analyzed within the context of the social relations within

which they are embedded (GliSchilleret al., 1992). Drawing on insightofn recent



13

work on transnationalism, this study focused on understanding immigration experiences
of first-generation immigrants from Kenya and the ties that they maintain with friends

and family back in their home country. The challenge was to documenndedstand

the nature of these ties and how and why these ties were expressed and embedded within
daily lives. The expectation was that the findings would provide a more comprehensive
understanding of not only the magnitude and patterns of such tiessdhbsv these
connections related to immigrants and their daily immigration experiences in the United
States. As such, the study attempted to advaneealysis of transnational practices and

their embeddedness in social and economic relations, spdygijftbal practices of

maintaining ties with Kenya.

1.4 Study objectives
The analytical task of the study was to explain why and howdgeseration
immigrants from Kenya engage in ties with their home country and whether these ties
influence their immigraon experiences in the U.S. The study explored the following
guestions1) Do first generation immigrants from Kenya engage in ties/connections to
Kenya on regular basis? 2) If so, how can we best characterize thé/iesare the
characteristics of imigrants who engage in the ties on regular b&@jd®hat determines
and maintains the ties? Do ties differ by gender, age, education levels or length of stay in
u.Ss.? 4) How do such ties affect the i mmig
In addressing these quiess, the study sought to establish the specific forms that
the ties take, their frequency, and regularity. The study also examined the most common

motivations for maintaining ties with Kenya. Additionally, it analyzed whether
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i mmi gr ant s 0 esmarg c@iffprentisged by gender, age, income levels,

education levels, or length of stay in theitdd States

1.5 Study area

The study focused on Paterson, New Jersey. Urban Paterson provides a suitable
arena to analyze the dynamics given its growimg) dverse immigration population. It
provides an important changing ethnic map, with dramatically increasing numbers of
these nortraditional migrant groups now living in communities that are occupied by
immigrants fromother ra@l groups Murphy and Muphy (1987:151) points out that
Paterson has #presdants &valhabls miaocogm @& imdiistridl America
and the i mmigrant ex peBecaase ofésindustrial bases andn d u st
its proximity to New Yorkwhich providedaceessas aport of entry, Paterson was a
major attraction for many earlier waves of immigraMany of the earlyyimmigrantsto
Patersorwere from Ireland and ltalyaterfollowed bywavesof immigrants mostly from
Eastern European. Following World Warthe largest wave of migration consisted of
domestic movement of Blacks from the rural American S@dtirphy and Murphy,
1987).

As these groups of immigrants prosperigy moved from their working class
residences in Paterson to there middle classesidences mostly in tteiburban areas.

According to the 2000 U.S. Census, Patersorglidgher percentage of Hispanicand

% In most parts of this work | use the wdiidatinod to refer to the Hispanic grougd people howeverit

should be noted that theegistinter-group differences. During informal conversations it was evident that

these differences serve as a significant point of reference; peopigestified as Puerto Rican, Cuban,

Mexican, or otheGouth American origins. They were very protective of these identities and went to great

| engths reminding me constantl y f.ldnamstanaeovherddHi spani c
findings on Latino population are cited and the original wordintpe reports was Hispanic the original
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African-Americans in comparison to both the county and the stdte.data showed that
Paterson lhmore than twice the propooti of African American residenteanthe

county and state. The foreidporn populationn Patersoimade up 33.2% of the
population, a proportion orendhalf times more than that reported for the state of New
Jersey. Of the total 33.2% foreuporn residats in Paterson, 27.3% indicated that they
were from Latin America. The identified areas of origin were Puerto Rico (16.1%), the
Dominican Republic (10.3%), South America (9.3%), Peru (4.7%), Colombia (3.4%),
Mexico (3.3%) with 9% reported @the Pateson has also become home to one of
the largest populati@of Arab immigrants from Palestine, Syria and Joraathe United
StatesIn the 2000 census Paterson was listed as one of the cities with a presence of over
100,000 people who indicated their astty as Arabl.S. CensusBBureau,200().

In their extensive research, AleadNee (1997) analyzed the settlement patterns
of new immigrants and found that they settle mainly in their own communities within
major urban areas. These communities tendeefffiect distinct cultural backgrounds,
social norms, and family structures, including recreational and sport participation
patterns. Studies have shown that there are various reasons why immigrants establish
these kind of ethnic clusters and segregateiighborhoods. An underlying factor is that
these ethnic enclaves assist newly arrived immigrants in meeting the challenges of their
initial settlement in an unfamiliar environmgMeyer, 2001; Portes 1995997). These
may includespecific needghat theimmigrantsmay not share with the native population

such asvhat phone cards to use when calling hanehere to get certain types of faod

wording is maintained. The same applies to African immigrants where it should be noted tfgabimper
differences exist among African immigrants from different parts of Africa and the Caribbean.



16

Within these ethnic settlemenfersonal social networks are established,
whereby important information flowsgarding how to address daily needs and learn of
the availability of jobs. Similarly, immigrants acquire and reinforce their familiarity with
the social and cultural customs of the host country. Thus, this pattern of settlement plays
an important role andgia crucial stage in the process of adapta@mthe other hand, an
overreliance on personal social networks may hirder ndi vi dual 6s economi
advancement . Restricting oneds contacts to
scope of information it an immigrant will receive and lead to confinement within
certain, possibly lowpaying, economic sectors.

The | evel of an i mmigrant groupds conce
factors mainly those that provide the advantages of feelings ofamdtydentity within
the group. The groupbés concentration al so
work done by Portes and Zhou (199@monstratethat assimilation and adaptation of
immigrants is a segmented process whereby different iamtigiroups may follow
different paths and participate in different segments of society, rather than inevitably
move toward the same kind of participation. Urban Paterson provided the opportunity to
explore some of these notions and establish whether pregiemces of firsgeneration

immigrants from Kenya are comparalbeprior research findings

1.6 Why study Kenyan immigrants?
The choice to study Kenyan immigrants stemmed from my own interest in the
history of the Kenyaiy.S. migration. While reviewg immigration literaturgl realized

that there was a paucity of data on immigrants from Kenya, their experiences, and their
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relations within the immigrant community. The starting point for this study was based on
informal interactions and personal obsgrons of firstgeneration Kenyan immigrants at
various social functions different towns in New Jerse¥hrough conversationsith
some of the first generation immigrants indicated that they had ties to Kartae
influence of those tiewas refleced in the content of their conversations. Other
observations suggested that some immigrants seemed integrated in various activities in
the host country while continuing to maintain networks within Kenya, especially in the
form of economic activities. Whilkgtle doubt was left regarding the existence of ties that
the immigrants maintained with Kenya, little was known about the actual nature and
characteristics of the ties and whethes#tees influenced individual immigration
experiences.
These observains prompted me to explore the question of why, and in what
manner, first generatiammigrants from Kenya engaged in and maintained ties with
their homeland. Were Kenyan i mmigrantso ex
immigrant groups or even other ronty immigrant groups? This study intended to
provide answers to some of these questions regarding how ties are maintained, given the
i mmi grantsd unique personal hi stories, goa
economic and cultural forces they enctawad both here and at home.
Furthermore, the numbers of immigrants from Kenya have been increasing.
Unlike the 1950s anti960s, when Kenyan immigrants traveled overseas for their
education and then returned to Kenya, most students who now cdmeelloied States
stay During that earlier period, Kenyabds ecc

Presently, economic opportunities in Kenyasti at a lowpoint, and many people
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make efforts to leave the country in search of better opportunities. Giverchizegges in
the economic situation, there waasd still is aneed for scholarly attention to analyze how
the current immigration trends affect the people left behind.

From the beginning of the research | wa
knowledgeof the community seonductingthe study was very personal experience.
My fAinsidero status offered me relatively
make contacts and establish rapport with the participants more readilyse they were
comfortable with meThe participants also gave me a lot of support when | explained the
purpose of my research and therefore they were willing to participate in the interviews.
Some of the information that the participants provided may not have been@aen t
Aout sidero for various reasons. | mmigrants
and censor much of the information that they share with outsiders. This was expressed to
me during the research and cited especially in the@@4tperiod.

Even t hough | was aware of my #Ainsider o s
balance between personal and professional was maintaoretlicting research within
oneds ¢ ommu n challgngds.dnssome instan@ayvprior knowledge ran the
risk of creating certain expectatiorisat the participants discussed atduch interviews
| simplylet the participants present their ideas in the way they preferred; exaggerated or
otherwiseWhi | e | was considered an fni mipantsser 0 |
viewed me asraavenudo amplify their views and wanted to direct me on what | should
say or not say about their community. Some of them opxgyessed to me what |

should makeublic and what should not be revealed
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Men tried to direct and ctmol the topicduring the interviewsThey were more
focusedon discussing specific topics, mostly how Kenyan women change upon arrival in
the United States ant$ effect on marital relations. My opinion is thathfs studywas
conducted by a man ingdor outsider they may not have experienced this challamgl
so this was largely based on the fact | was a woamm woman, | also had to follow
correct cultural code and had to approach the wives or partners of the men who had
agreed to participaie the study and ensure that they too have details of the study and
my intentions. In other words, even though | was not going to interview the wives they
too had to be include@verall, | shared some cultural understanding with the group and

had to takesome steps to maintain credibility among within such an environment.

1.7 Organization of the dissertation

This dissertation is organized as follows: The first chapter is a brief introduction
with a short overview of the objectives and study area. Thendezhapter gives an
overview of the relevant literature and conceptual framework of the study. The literature
ranges from earlier immigration studies to the recent transnational literature. The
hypotheses are also provided in this chapter. The thirdehdgals with the research
design outlining the studyethodology, samplg proceduregjatacollection methods
and analysis.The fourth chapter discusses the study area of Patetothe objective
of highlighting its diverse gpulation. It explains # settlement patterns of the various
groupsof peopleresiding in Paterson. Chapter Five begins to discuss the research
findings and descristhe responses from the respondents in terms ofridesons for

coming to United States, themitial settlemehpatternsand their initial experiences in
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terms of social support and factors timtuencedtheir success or otherwise. Chapter Six
focuses specifically on theature and characteristics of teesdiscussed by the

participants It also deals with thanalysis ohowthe tiesinfluencp ar t i ci pant s o
immigrationexperiencs. Chapter Seven reviews the findings in terms of gender
relations.This is followed bythefinal chapter on the discussion of the findings,

conclusions and areas for further research.
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CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
This chapter discusses a number of theoretical models that have been advanced to
explain the settlement process and experiences of immigritthecussesoncepts
centralto the literature on immigration, includingsa®ilation and transnationalism. The
first part of thechapterdiscusseshe concept ofinearassimilation thapostulates that
newcomerwill abandon their old cultures and take uprttf@nstreanculture of the host
society This sectionconcludes witltsome of the criticisms levied agairistear
assimilation perspective$he second part of the chapteitlines theaecent studies that
havefocusedon understandingow immigrants exercise their ageraythey settle in the
host society. It also reviewsdlstudies that have paid attention to transnational practices
within the context ofncreased global interconnectedness. The last section of the chapter
focuses on available literature on African immigration in the United StatexhBpter

concludes witlthe hypotheses for the studlgerived from thditerature review

2.1 Immigration and Assimilation model

There have been mangudiesthathave focused on the processes of initial
settlement and the resulting changes that occur over time following iatioigrThese
studies have postulated various views on immigration processes and experiences but they
have one point in common: they have sought to explain the ways in which immigrants
have interacted withostsociety.While the emphasis may have variedidferent

periods in history, thetudies lave sought to understand how and why newcoeigrer
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adaptandor eventually conform to the ways of the host countegist changeor a
combination of bothengaging in selective change

Several concepts haeenerged describing and explaining the processes of
settlement and interaction of immigrants with the host couStgne of the earlier
concepts that have been applied to explain these processes axdudgation The
Chicago School ofaziology was verynuch involved in popularizing the concept of
assimilation in the twentieth century. This period was also associated with the influx of
Polish and Italian immigrants to the urban areas of Chicago. Th&asslat the Chicago
including Robert Park (1864944), Ernest W. Burgess (188®66) and W. I. Thomas
(18631947) became concerned with ethnic and race relations among these groups of
immigrants. In their studies on the theory of urban ecology, Park and Burgess extended
the concepts applied to natural gomments to urban environments. The most important
of these wereompetition and survivallhey argued that competition for scarce
resources, especially land, would be extended to competition among groups in the urban
areas (ParlandBurgess, 1921 Suchprocesses would lead to the establishment of niches
whereby people with shared, similar social characteristics would come together because
they were subject to the same ecological pressures. Therefore, the competition for land
and resources would lead foagial differentiation of urban spaces into zones, with more
desirable areas commanding higher rents.

Park and Burgess then mapped immigrant settlement patterns to show urban
di spersion and settlement in accotaddance wi
economic achievement. They suggested that urban dynamics and processes would lead to

immigrants abandoning their old cultures, regardless of their origin, and assimilating into
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mainstream American culture. Since immigrants wanted to participate iengoy the
opportunities offered by the new society, they would assimilate. With their sttitegs

were among the earliest scholars to articulate the process of assimilation, suggesting that

it entailed the fAfusionocbfacqdivedutahs ©m
sentiments, and attitudeso of other indiuvi
cul tur al | iahdBurdess,r1924:736)0 ( Par k

Park and Burgess proposed the concept o
four stages ointegration or assimilation. The stages wasatact, conflict,
accommodatiomndassimilation They proposed that these stages occur except in cases
where intervening factors such as racism hinder the process. The race relations model
suggested that themwere two possible paths to assimilation: one that would take the path
of least resistano@ contact, accommodatioandfusion and a second that would entall
resistanc® conflict, competition, accommodaticandfusion A Wher eas t he | a
couldtake longer and could entail considerable resistance on the part of the immigrant,
the end result would be the sadnioss of a distinctive ethnic identity. The new culture
and values would emergeo (ibid, p.38). Thi
suggested that when the stage of assimilation had been achieved, differences between
groups would be erased. While the approach described the experiences of many
immigrants, not all took this route.

Other Chicago School scholars, W.I. Thomas and Flomami£cki, focused their
studies on Polish peasant immigrants and analyzed the issues and problems they faced in
the assimilation process after migrating to America. In their famous hbekPolish

Peasantthey documented the adjustments the Polish imanigenduredand the
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changes that occurred in their lives. They found that language, religion and networks of
solidarity were very important to the immigrants in their economic struggles in America.
Thomas and Znaniecki compared the conditions of immignahbt came from Poland
with those who had been born in Chicago. They found that older immigrants were not
very much affected by the move because they were able to continue living as peasants,
even in the urban slums. The younger generation did not gr@n 8plish farms and
thus, as city dwellers had a much more difficult time. The second generation retained few
of the old world traditions. Having not yet assimilated into the new world, they had
higher crime and delinquency rates. Thomas and Znanieakudgi this tosocial
disorganizationwhich they defined as the breakdown of effective social bonds, family
and neighborhood associations, and social controls in the community.

Mi | t on GBssimitmmi®dAmerican Lif€1964) refined thevork of the
Chicago School and included mutimensional and temporal aspects in the stages of
assimilation. He distinguished between the possible cultural outcomes of assimilation
Amel ti,Md\ npedotmdf o mamdil ¢ y ot ur a.l élepltoposed & Sersesof
stages of assimilation to analyze its various components. The first siagairal or
acculturation assimilationwhich occurs when immigrants absorb the values and
practices of the host country, including the adoption of English, as well as changes in
consumption and lifestyle patterns. The second osgustural assimilationreferring
to the extent and manner in which immigrants integrate into the formal political,
economic, social, and cultural institutions of the host society. The third stagetl
assimilationandpertaingto largescaleinterethnic andnterracial marriage. The fourth

stage igdentificational assimilationwhich refers to the erasure of ethnic identities when
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subsumed by the national identity. This commonly occurs whermedity generations
of immigrants increasingly consider themselves to be Americans. The fifth stage was that
of attitude receptional assimilatiofthe absence of prejudice) and sixth one was
behavioral receptional assimilatigithe absence of discriminatiprttitude and
behavioral receptional assimilation reflect attitudes of both discrimination and tolerance
that are a part of American history. The last stagecvas assimilationabsence of
value or power conflict). Civic assimilation refers to adapteaichieved by assuming a
place in society through the performance of functions within its institutions.

Gordon, lke the scholars at the Chicagch®ol, believed that immigrants would
abandon their old cultural ways and identities and acquire a new éanedentity.
There are some studies that have indicated that such cHaaygesto a certairdegree
For instanceStevensZ001) and Veltman (19833how that there is an observable shift to
English monolingalism after three generations among almosinathigrants, regardless
of cultural background. Femminella and Quandagno (1976) and Morgan and Ewbank
(1994) studied the fertility rates of immigrants and found that Italians and Eastern
European Jews, who had previously exhibited high fertility rateptaddhe low
fertility patterns they observed in other white, urban Americ@insassimilation
perspective overlooked certain isssash aghe changing demographic face of

immigration.

2.2 Criticisms of the assimilation model
The assimilation model Bahad a significant influence on the study of

immigration and the way scholars think about the various aspects of immigrant
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adaptation, including residential location, institutional life, social and economic mobility
among ethnic group members, immigratexperiences, et¥et, over the years, the
assimilationist perspectiveasendured longstanding criticisrRumbaut (1997&,997b)

and Zhou (1997) have challenged the assimilation ndodssumption that the host
society had a unified core culture to whadhimmigrants would gravitate. The
assumption being that the core culture to which immigrants would be atttaeted that

of white American Potestants (AlbandNee, 1997; PortesndRumbaut, 1996). Similar
argumenthave been@sed byother scholar¢Gans, 19991994;Portes, 1984; Portes
andZhou, 1993; Waters, 1994). They argtieat the traditional, straighine theory of
assimilation desnot satisfactorily account for the experiences of the many different
ethnic groups in the United States Waters (1994puts it immigrants settling in the
United States in the 1990s enter a pluralistic society in which different subcultures and
ethnic identities coexist.

Furthermore, the model was criticized for its inability to isolate the causal
mechanismshat give rise to assimilation,atsofailed to acknowledge the existence of
different forms of ethnic cultures and tended to exaggerate the extent of assimilation and
acculturation (AlbaandNee, 1997; Gans, 99; Nagel, 2002; Portes and Rumbaut,
1996).In thar study, Portes and Rumbaut showed that European immigrants speak in
differentdialectsthanthe language spoken by the majority in their country of origin,
implying that even before leaving their countryooigin; these immigrants had not
adoptedhe language of the majority. Findings such as the study by St&e6H (
showed that for many immigrants from Latin America, Spanish remains their first

language and they adopt English as a second language. Such findings raise questions
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regarding the asmilation aspects of adoption of English as the sole language. At the
same time the demographic of the immigrants to the United States was changing and as
such their experiences demanded more robust immigration models.

The asimilation model assumed thagsimilation would have desirable results for
the immigrantsThere have been studies that have shown that assimilation may not
necessarily have desirable outcomes for all groups. For instaomoed £1999; 2000)
and Water§(1994)studies showed th&lack immigrants would rather retain their
distinctive identities because assimilation into American society means that they become
part of a group with lower statug\frican American.

Whereas the earli@ssimilation prspectives assumed thlaé end prduct of the
assimilationprocessvould be integratiomto the societyrecent studies show that
immigrants and hosocietyrelations are more compleixn their quest tainderstand the
i nterconnectedness of the vasPotessandZemect or s
(1993) proposethe notion of segmented assimilationhelp contextualize the interplay
of structural and cultural factors leading to divergent outcofifesy argue that
immigrants can assimilate into the different st@ta fi s e of soeietyt Eheéy discuss
various possibilities that the process may take a) assimilation into the American middle
class just as discussed by classical assimilation theory, b) downward mobility whereby
one assimilates into the urban underclass and c) emgagenomic integration while
mai ntaining oneo6s ¢ u bpavadthewagto dndevseandimegetse. T h e i
differentways of assimilating into America; both positive and negafilea and Nee
(2003)undertook a systematic examination of assinaifato reevaluate the potential for

and obstacles tassimilation in the context of immigration today and compare it to other
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theoretical models of incorporation. Thairalysis providea detailed examination tfie
diverging immigration and integratioragierns of various ethnic groups and interaction
by socioeconomic status and race.

Alba and NeeZ003 discuss their findings and point out tiia causal
mechanisms of assimilati@monsist of two sets of factors: proximate and distal. The
proximate faadrs refer to individual and network forces facilitating or hampering the
integration of minority groug@s such as personal motivations and life choices, the forms
of human skills and abilities that migrants bring with themdsolidarity among close
knit immigrant groups. The distal or structural factors are linked to the broader
institutional and cultural environment within which the proximate factors come into play,
and can either encourage immigrants to take stejpgdgrate into the mainstream
prevert them from doing so. Such factors may include legislation governing issues such
as citzenship, education or welfabait also more informal contextual forces such as
customs, collective racial or religious prejudices, and the overall evolution of cultural
values.Additionally, Alba and Ne€2003)contend that while it is true that the current
waves of immigrants possess very specific characteristics and that their specificity is real,
it should not be overstated. They emphasize the continuity betweeanpgstesent

patterns of incorporation.

2.3 Immigration within a globalizing world
Otherrecentstudies havéocused oranalyzing the contexts within which

contemporary immigration takes place and have initiated a shife enalysis of

immigration.The term fAtransnationalismo i s common
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such immigrants' cultural, economic, political and social experiences. As Glick et al. put

it:
Our earlier conceptions of immigrants no longer sufficeow; a new kind of
migratingpopulation is emerging, composed of those whose networks, activities and
patterns of life encompass both their host and home societies. Their lives cut across
national boundaries and bring two societies into a single social field ... new
conceptualisatiors needed in order to come to terms with the experience and
consciousness of this new migrant population. We call this new conceptualisation
dransnationalis@(Glick et al., 1992:1).

Other scholars have variously referred to these sustained and continued
connections between sending and receiving
circuits®l,1(9®2u)s ea,ndl 9t ransnati onal communit
and Pessar, 199Portes, 1996 These kinds of transnational relationships are not
entirely new, since immigration did not commence wikbbglization. Prior research by
Morawska (1987) and others showed that earlier groups, such as East European
immigrantsto the United States, also remained involved in activities im tmintries of
origin. Gobalizationtrendshave increased and strengthened connections between host
countries and receiving countries in a variety of wayere is increased connectedness
through increased ease of travel, new information and communication technologies as
well as new standards of consumption and lifestyle choices (Sassen, 1992; Smith, 1997).

Aided by technological developments in travel and communication and pushed by
the economic dislocations and opportunities of global capitalism, many immigrants
maintain mportant links with families and community members living thousands of
miles away. Many circulate regularly between their home countries and the United States,

using their earnings to support families, construct new houses, and finance community

projects &home. Current studies have explored transnational identity formation
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(Grasmuck and Pessar 199ahler, 1998i.e.,the practices that transnationals engage
in both in their home and receiving countries (Riccio, 2001). Other studies have explored
the scpe of transnational practices among the immigrant population as a whole
(Guarnizo et a).2003; Mahler, 1998Porteset al.,2002.
Studies on transnational engagements indicate that transnationalism is net a long
term threat to assimilation nordoesétd r act fr om migrantsdé abil i
their host country. Rouse (1991) in his study on how rural Mexican migrants in the U.S.
continue to maintain active involvements with the people and places they left behind
provides an illuminang perspecire. The studghows how immigrants are members of
two worlds andprovides an objective analysis that doesidealize the immigration
processThe study suggests that migration has p
synthesis and instead, immigrants cr@e involved in the chronic maintenance of two
gui te di st i mRouseldhki)s Thie dnalysis demcts thé complex cross
cultural experience of immigration without either romanticizing it, or subsuming and
homogenizing it.
Scholars have alsexplored the impact of globalization on how immigrants adapt
to different contexts. Ong (1999) explores the ways that globalization has induced
individuals to respond fluidly and opportunistically to changing poliszanomic
conditions, allowing for marease of migration. Wle globalization provides an arena
for flexibility, individual characteristics and contexts are also critical in affecting
i mmi gration experiences. I n Stollerés 2001
he found that culturand historical context were essential to understanding West African

trading practices. He found that the immigrants incorporated Islamic traditions to help
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face the challenges of the New Ydky environment. Therefore, analyzing the social,

political, ard economic adaptations of immigrant communities through their daily lives

provides us with a clearer picture of | mmi
Other scholars have explordte specificcontexts within which immigrants

operate, sometimes revealing negative expees of immigration. Peter Kwoisgl 996

study of sweatshop workers in New Yorkoés C

illegal immigrants. The study exposes clandestine or falsely documented border crossers,

showing the reality of the interrelationshiptbe processes involved in the trafficking of

illegal immigrants. Tade is not strictly a concern for itghd and technical implications

rather here are social processes at work, such as the need for trust between migrants and

smugglers within these smggling schemes. Thus, the general commodification of

migration is driven both by social and economic forces as well as ethnic and gender

stratifications.

2.4 I mmigrantsod6 Connections to Home Countr
Most immigrant communities atad try to improve the living standards of

members of the family who stay behind. Family networks across political and economic

lines provide the opportunity for individual survival and, at times, social mobility, in

contexts of vulnerability and subordiran in the sending nation(&lick Schiller, Basch

and BlaneSzanton1995). The remittances that transnational migrants send to their

relatives may be crucial to their livelihoods. Additionally, such remittances have become

a major factor in transnationdynamics with significant implications for both migrants

andnoami gr ant s. I n countries such as the Domi
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contributions are estimated to make up as much as 153ajof Dominican political
partiesd annurués (GrahamgdlO@iOsli)ng Irmanviegr ant s6 soc
and political remittances have brought charggatehouseholdevel.

Remittances are significant to many dev
considered a stable source of assistance. The recaittatso reflect the notion of
Afamily valueso i-ol dutfaditingntdhdhfe Tenit ITi @
technology has provided the opportunity for this help to take the form of electronic
money transfers. Moreover, the desire to hegofamily, spurred by limited economic
opportunities in an individual s native co
employment abroad. Remittances represent money individuals have earned and are
choosing to dispose of as they see fit.

According b a World Bank report, remittances returned to developing countries
reached $72.3 billion in 2001. This figure generally exceeds the amount of official
developmental aid provided to lewvcome countries either directly or through
multilateral institutiongWorld Bank, 2008). The report showed that an estimated $18
billion in remittances to individuals in developing countries came from the United States.
The report alsindicatedthat e mi tt ances were a main source
Domestic Prodcts (GDPs). At the same time, officially recorded flows to Africa have
not kept pace with those to other developing regions, despite increéisesumber of
migrants both at the intraregional and international levels. The report also showed that
whiledevel oping countries received $80 billio
receivedonly about 186 of the global remittances, with sit8aharan Africa receiving

five percent.
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Takougang (2003) maintains that remittances to Africa from immigrantmare
the increase, as are the number of economic and social institutions established by African
immigrants providing various forms of assistance to those at home. The 2003 World
Bank Report on Migrant Labor Remittances also argues that remittances tohafreca
increasd (World Bank, 2003h)Other scholars have analyzed the characteristics of
immigrants who send remittances. Taylor (1999) and de la Garza and Lowell (2002)
showed that generally, ties to the home country are likely to be higher wizemigant
leaves hior herhome mainly for economic rather than political or social reasoribgb)
individual has temporary rather than p@nent resident status;tbe migrant is young,
but married with familyteft behind at home; or djis or herwages incease, allowing
him or herto send remittances. Orozco (2003a) notes that the typical immigrant to the
United States may have a family relationship in the home country that triggers the
remittance of fundssocial or communitypased affiliations that raisands for home
country community development purposaselationship with the home country at the
consumption levekhat is for goods or services produced in the home couatrgapital
investments in a small business, either in the United Statdsomie country, or both.

Other studies have analyzed the impact these ties may have on those in the home
country. Some findings indicate positive outcomes, while others show possible risks and
negative effects. Russell and Teitelbaum (1992) argue thatrifighsehold incomes
resulting from remittances can help to remove pressure on governments to implement
economic and social reforms, while developing a culture of dependence that discourages

initiative on the part of the individual. Other studies have atdiat remittances tend to
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be spent on consumer goods and ultimately fuel inflation. Levitt (1998) suggests that
social remittances can be both positive and negative.

In his 2003 study focusing on El Salvador, Damon reported that remittances
created an atosphere of dependency. That year there were more than one million
immigrants from El Salvador in the U.S. Those immigrants maintained close ties with
their families; their remittances constituted approximately 12.6 percent of the Gross
Domestic Product d&l Salvador. Reliance upon remittances led to a perceptible change
in the structure of the family, with younger members migrating to U.S., leaving older
family members behind to tend for the family. This situation is not unique to El Salvador.

Okome (2002)nentioredthe disadvantages of maintaining ties with family,
friends and relatives, who while providing network support, can also be a source of never
ending obligations and much stress. Such
mobility in the hostountry and also make accumulating capital for return or investing
back home very difficult. Another perceived disadvantage of immigrants maintaining ties
with their home countries is their continued involvement in the political affairs of the
homeland athe expense of their civic responsibilities in the host country. Immigrants
who send money home hear news about domestic political, social, and economic
conditions and may be encouraged to continue participating in the affairs of their home
countries, leaithg to political apathy regarding tl@st country. Tis is reflected to the

greatest extent in firgleneration immigrants (Jor€orrea, 2004).

d
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2.5 African Immigration to the United States

Many of the African immigrants in the United States arrivethén1980sand
1990s Between 1990 and 2000, African immigration increased 170 percent, with
immigrants from Nigeria, Ethiopia, and Ghana making up the largest African
communities in the U.SQrieco, 200). These figures are corroborated by the data from
the U.S. Census Bureau. The American Community Sutve§y. Census Bureaiz005)
showed thathere werene million immigrants from Africawith the largest number
from Western Africa (35%), followed by Eastern Africa (26%), Northern Africa (20%),
SouthermAfrica (7%), and lastly Central Africa (3%).

While the numbers of Africans to the United States have shown steady increases,
the statistics show that they are still relatively fewer compared to immigrants from Latin
America or Asia. Ungar (1995) offens@ possible reasons why the number of African
immigrants in the U.S. remains relatively small. First, it is difficult for many Africans to
obtain immigranvisas. The few visas awarded are gramiéiaer to a small number of
students who have gained acege to educational institutions or to political exiles.
Second, the distance from Africa makes the journey an expensive venture and, as such, is
beyond the reach of most African families.

Trends of African immigration to the U.S. also show that as théatsrhave
been increasing, the nature of immigration has also changed over time (Takougang,
1995). It can be argued that Africans move from their countries for much the same
reasons that scholars have obser vnmbn el sewh

wisdom suggests that most immigrants will move to regions where they anticipate finding
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far better lives. They move in search of better economic opportunities, or to escape social
or political problems.

There is a sparse, albeit growing literature trees attempted to outline the
specific economic, political, and social push and pull factors that have led to
contemporary African i mmigrantso deci sions
Gordon (1998) traces the procestethe postindependencperiodwhich became a
great disappointment to many Africans. For most African counthes post
independence dreams and hopes were4iied. By the late 1980s ari®90s many
African countries were plagued by economic and political woes. Corrupton,
governance, and lack of accountability were citethashain reasons for much economic
decline in Africa. Economic collapse often led to civil wars fueled by ethnic and religious
intolerance. Many Africans sought liberation from their countries kadtd other lands
that provided some hope for better lives.

Exploring the contexts of African immigratickrthur (2000)outlinest he A pus h o
and fApull o6 factors for the earliest increa
professionals who stayed in tbeS. He cites political and economic difficulties at home
beginning in the 1970s as part of the fApus
United States also attractmor e i mmi grants. The fdApull 0 fac
U.S.immigration laws in 1965 that allowed more Africans to immigrate. The
Immigration and Naturalization Act of 1965 eliminated the old quota systlioh gave
preference to Western Europeans, and extended the criteria for immigration to include

criteria based on skd, profession or family reunification.
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Okome (2002) underscores the aspects of globalization while offering a detailed
di scussion of African i mmigration. She exp
advances have generated both positive and megatitcomes that intensifiie desire for
cultural exchangas well as the desire to emigrate. She notes that the innovations and
advancements in international communication, for instance, increase the awareness of
national economic differences and oppoities, and give potential immigrants
information on how to achieve their goal. Through movies, television, radio, print media,
facsimile machines, and currently, the information supghnway, potential migrants
gather information on what to do, what opjunities exist, and where to move.

Takougang (1995) also points to the factors of severe economic difficulties,
political instability, and increased poverty as major reasons for the large numbers of
African immigrants and their desire to settle permégen the United States.
Furthermore, he notes thacentimmigration policieshave greatly facilitated an increase
in the numbers of African immigrant&rthur (2000) and Takougan@995 have
mentioned specifically th£986 Immigration Reform and CoaotrAct, the Diversity Visa
(DV) Program introduced as part of the 1990 Immigrationahctthe Immigration and
Naturalization Act of 1965 ahave played a role in the increasing numbers of African
immigrants. Theurrent DVimmigration system follows a gta system that imposes
limits on a percountry basis. There is a preference system that gives priority to families
and those with special skillfhese laws havieelped United States businesses attract
more foreign workers and expanded the business cddésgories to favor those who can

offer educational, professional or financial contributions.
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In general these studies point out that the recent waves of immigrants to the
United States have largely been fueledrbgroved communication and transportatio
trends, economic and political failures in Africa, immigration policies, historic ties of
sending countries to the United States and existing contacts within the United States.
These factors have led to increased numbers espesfigiighly skilled proéssionals to
seek for better opportunities elsewhere. They leave because of poor salaries, lack of
teaching and/or research facilities, lack of opportunities for progress including
publishing, attractive packages and qualityifefin thedeveloped coun&sand political
reasons. This has led to a steady flow of mostly dqatorses, teachers, academics,
engineers and accountants from Africa (Kaba, 2006). Data shows that in the education
sector Africa lost a third of its highly skilled people; 40,@Gfican Ph.D. holdersive
outside Africa which rasbeen arain drain on the African continefibternational
Migration Organization, 2003)

Literature on brain drain has pointed out the harmful effgfdsain drain
especially for countries with scartraining resourcesvhile in recent time®thers have
alsopointed to the brain gains that can be achiet@ibd, 2004Kubler, 2005 Nesbitt,

2002. Kubler points out that one of the major reasons why Africa has experienced high
levels of brain drainsi because of the failure ib$ tertiaryor universityeducation

institutions. Firstly, the institutions have not grown to meet the increased population and
demand for opportunities at tertiary level of education. Secondly, tertiary education in
Africa suffers from an image problem brought about by the continuous decline and lack

of investment within the institutions. As a result many of the bright and talented students,
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researchers and faculty leave Africa and migrate to countries, nhaithlg developed
countries

Scholars on diaspora studies have also included another component to the brain
drain literaturereferredtoaé b r a i n byMaznuif20@). Accordingly, brain bonus
is the unintendd positive consequence of the braiaid such as remittaeg which
augment the foreigaid to manyAfrican countries. Besides including brain gain, brain
bonus, scholars are also engaged in establishing vocabulary to distinguish between
horizontal and vertical brain dra{Mazrui,2002. In instances where Afr&closes its
skilled workers to other developing countries, horizontal brain drain is said to have
occurred. Vertical brain drain occurs when Africa loses skilled workers to the developed

countries.

26African | mmigrantsd ExpeGoupsmthedS.in Rel ati
There is a general consensus that immigrants are influenced bgatietieof

origins and, as such, their immigratiexperience is a product of their old culture as well

as the newTheways in which the strands the old and newulturesinteractare

complexbecause of competirg inconsisteninfluences Different immigrant groups are

treated differently by the host country and studies have shown that minority groups have

had varying experiences with dominant groups. Nearlyraiiigrants must overcome the

linguistic and cultural challenges of being newcomers in a new land. But the majority of

contemporary immigrants to the United States face an added challenge: they become

members of U.S. Aminor i tthedsangprducafosalaachd t her

empl oyment hurdles as fAnativeo minorities.
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comparing immigrants and natives, in light of the fact that over-tlueeters of the
native bornarenehli spani ¢ Awhi t equartés ofvitie foleign borvager t hr e
members of ethnic minorities.

A study by Waters and Eschbach (1995) on ethnic inequality experienced by
immigrants in the United States showed that there are considerable inequalities in
economic/incomdabor forceparticipationand poverty rates among minority groups in
the United States. The study showed that, in terms of income, Asians had the highest
income when compared to whites, while American Indians had the lowest. Asians also
tend to have an unemployment rate similavtotes. The poverty rate for blacks is three
times that of whites.

The U.S. Census Bureau also provides data on how different ethnic groups
perform in various areabowever it does not breakdown by specific African countries
The Censugdatashowed thaf\frican immigrants have fared well in terms of educational
attainment, with around48of adul t i mmi grants from Afri c:
degree. The census also recorded around 250,000 physicians and scientists of African
descent and about 30,000 Afmicstudents in the United States. Furthermore, the census
data showed that the proportion of the 700,000 Africans in the United States aged 25 and
over with at | east a bachel orés degree was
for the general populian of 25.6%, and other foreign born populations in the country
such as Asians with 44.9%. Takougang indicated that African immigrants were reported
to havea median income of over $40,000 in 2qU8e Boston Globeascited in

Takougang2003.
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These fndings suggest that immigrants are no less susceptible than natives to the
socioeconomic effects of ethnic inequality in American society. As a result, comparisons
of the most !l y-bfominn arnidt yno sft doyepopgiatidnd tlead nat i v
fail to take into account the socioeconomic impact of ethnicity incorrectly suggest that
place of birth, rather than minority status, is the primary factor explaining disparities
between irmigrants and native&mpirical evidence suggests otherwigden
immigrants and natives within the same ethnic group are compared, the disparities

between native born and foreign born are relatively small. Far from constituting evidence

=]

that i mmigrants are unable to advance or

resourefulness of immigrants in the face of enduring ethnic inequalities.

2.7 Hypothesis

The studies discussed in this review suggest that there are various factors that
influence immigration within social, economic, political, and historical contexts. There
eXxi sts a need for analyses of @pkesintof i ¢ 1 mmi
accounindividual group®unique circumstances and historsasl b) onghat will not
downplay the i mportance of examiniomeg diffe
another. As Levitt (2004) puts it, these kinds of analyses will provide insights regarding
the variations in transnational practices across and within groups. It is to this larger effort
that this study intends to contribute, by providing data demetirggrthe nature and
characteristics of the ties that fuggneration immigrants from Kenya maintaiwhether
patterns vary within groups, and whether these experiences replicate or diverge from the

dominant patterns of transnational ties found among atimaigrant groups.
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The reviewed studies reveal an emphasis on how remittances affect outcomes in

the home country. It is also important, however, to understand how these ties affect

i mmi grantsodo experiences whil e iomofttehe host

with the home country af f aitdStaexisgudya nt s 6

sought answers to these questions. The number of studies on African immigrants has
been growing steadily over the recent years. Howghey, palen comparisn to studies
on South American, Asia and Caribbeammigrant groupsThis study was part of en
going efforts to contribute titerature on African immigrants

From the studies revieweid washypothesized that thees first generation
immigrants from kenya maintained with people in Kenyana) take onvarious forms,
b) will be maintained for different reasons at different points of the immigrant cycle, c)
will showvarying frequency depending on their length of stay in the U.S. andl d)
haveaninfluence on everyday immigrant lives.

Assimilationtheories postulated thiingerperiods of stayn the hostcountry led
to aprogressive disengagement with hoooenty and more engagement with host
country Thereforethe study hypothesizdtie first generation immigrants from Kenya
who have been in the United States for longer period of time will have fewer and
irregular ties with KenyaAt the same timassimilation theories argued that the longer
immigrants stayed in a country the better their chafaragpoward mobility in terms of
education, income and other seeiconomic factorsAs such, thestudy hypothesized
that first generation immigrants with fewer ties with Kenya are more assimilated and will

report more positive immigrant experiences.

e
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CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter outlines the research methodology used for this study to establish the
nature of ties that first generation immigrants from Kenya engage in and maintain. The
first part of the chapter highlights the study sfiens adopted and describes in detail the
sampling procedures undertaken in selecting the participants. There is also a description
of the sample in terms of age, gender, length of stay, marital status, education and income
levels. This section is folloveeby a section on data collection methods and study

approach. The chapter concludes with a section on how the data was analyzed.

3.1 Study Objectives and Questions
The objective of the study was to exami
Kenya, he patterns that the ties taklee characteristics of the tiand the factors that
contribute to these patterns. The study examined the characteristics of those who engage
in ties, their motivations for engaging in ties and the ways in which they nmaih&aties.
The study addressenl detailthe following questions:
e Do first generation immigrants from Kenya maintain ties with Kenya?
e What forms ddheties to Kenya take?
e What are the immigrantsdé6 motivations fo
e Do immigrans maintain ties with other members of the community, other than
their immediate family?

¢ What is the frequency and regularity of ties with Kenya?
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e What are the characteristics of immigrants who engage in ties with Kenya on
regular basis?

¢ Are there differenes across gender, age, length of stay in the United States,
income levebndeducation levels? If so what are the possible explanations?

e What is the influence of the ties on

experiences in the United States?

3.2 Sampling procedures

To answer these questions the study utilized two sources of data: primary and
secondary. The secondary sources data included a review of Kenya economic reviews
and surveys, United Stategius data and Bureau of Labtatistics data. Té
secondary data was used to trace the patterns of significant-stawtural
transformations at the source of migratienya thatmay influence the lives and
experiences of immigrants in the destination, United States. Other secondary data was
obtaired from similar studies on other immigrant groénesn other regions including
Latin America The secondary data on structural factors, secamomic, political and
historical factors in Kenya was complimented by the primary data collected.

Primary datavas collected through ethnographic interviews with thaityht first
generation immigrants from Kenya who resided in Paterson at the time of the study
between the summer 2005 and spring of 2006ne with Gold (1997) the number of
participants was detmined through interviewing until | felt that a point of empirical
saturation had been achieyeeé, a point at which subsequent participants offer

corroboratingnformation.
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Sampleparticipants were drawn using purposive snowball sampling method with
multiple entry points. | used multiple entry points to ensure as much diversity as possible
especially in terms of age, gender dmchl ethnicgroup To expand the participant pool
of initial contacts my sampling framecludedcontacts provided by Keny@aommurity
Abroad(an international/ regional organization that coordinates Kenyan activities),
Association for Kenyan Professionals, a
(SDA) and Catholic church groupsp®ail list-serves andtherlocal Kenyan
associations/groupsuch as funeral associations

Since | am from Kenya, | already had contacts with many of these groups who
then introduced me to other groups for a more inclusive sample. The response from the
Kenyan community was very positive especialfier |explainecthe type of study that |
was undertaking received a lot of support and encouragement from the leaders of these
groups. They felt that it would provide munkeded information about Kenyan
immigrantsMy posi ti on as rmttad nfetocandud the idtervaewwssno p e
Kenyads n atSwahiéi, wHerrevegnecessay, herfeeilitating communications
and enabling me to conduct the interviews with a more interactive approach that allowed
participants to offer information in a@ptaneous manner.

Some of the groups wewdlling to share entire lists of theontactdor their
membersvhile others provided me with names and phone numbers of mewlers
gave consent for their contacts to be disclod#/tiile most of the contacts ihded
homeaddresseghere verea substantial number of email addresses mainly obtained
through the Kenya Community Abroad (KCA) group. For these cases the secretary of

KCA sent out a general email informing members of my integuesting those who are
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interestedandresided in thé>aterson arge#o contact me. | received a couple of phone
calls but the majority did not respond to the emfagampling frame with 50 names was
drawn usinghe contacts provided by the groups and the responses from ualivid
people | had contacted at social meetifidgereafter| randomly selected ten men and
ten women and started to contact them. The first five men and women to meet the criteria
for sample selection and agreed to participate in the study formed thaitarstudy
participants.

The sample selection criteria included a) Kenya born and first generation
immigrant, b)self-supporting onon-dependent) lived cortinually in the U.S. for the
lastfive years at the time of the study and d) considered Patasstheir current
residence. Even though ten initial participants were identified and agreed to participate
only nine followed through; one participant was eventually dropped after various
attempts to schedule an interview failed. Therefore the ninalipdrticipants were
composed of five men and four women. The initial participants subsequently referred me
to other ptential subjectsvho met the criteria for sample selection. While all the
participants who were referred agreed to be interviewed, sbthem were not
interviewed because of scheduling conflicts. Eventually, a total of twenty men and

eighteerwomen were interviewed for the study.

3.3 Sample description
3.3.1Gender and Age

Gender distribution showed that the participants were almasilgglivided with
20 (53%) men and 18 (47%) women. Based on the referrals from the initial contacts

there vereno distinctly meronly or womeronly networks even though men tended to
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refermemostlyto other menWomen referred me to both men and wometeptial

participantsWhile the sampled group of participants exhibited gender parity, during the

interviews there were four instances in which men expressed that they had noted an

increase in the number of women coming to the U.S. from Kenya over thewagars.
Age distribution showed that 2986 the participantsvere between ages 3®.

Table3.1shows the age and gender distribution of participants.

Table 3.1 Distribution of participants by age and gende(N=38)

Age Women Men Total (%) **
26-30 yrs 3 4 7 (18%)
31-35 yrs 4 0 4 (10%)
36-40 yrs 6 5 11 (29%)
41-45 yrs 1 7 8 (21%)
46-50 yrs 2 2 4 (10%)
51 yrs and above 2 2 4 (10%)
TOTAL 18 20 38

** Percent figures may not add to 100 due to rounding off.

FromTable 3.1we see that more than half (57%) of the participants wWergears
or youngerand 68% weréess than 45 yearéimong this sample of first generation
immigrants, there were no significant age differences between men and women, even
though the average age obmen was slightly lower than that of men. This finding could
be explained by the fact that snowballing method of sampling was used and as such many

of the participants referred people in their networks who were probably of similar age.
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3.3.2Marital stat us

Marital status was an interesting finding because various participants described
their marriage in many ways. The participants felt that there was some overlap between
customary marriage and legal marriage and ten participants claimed their mameages
both. | asked them whether they had a government issued marriage certificate and if they
did then their marriage was defined as a legal marritget, then it fell under the
customary marriage. Participants explained that theyxbaducted customamarriage
rites and had also donechurchceremonyor appeared beforthe courtand werdssueda
marriage certificaté.

Those with a government issued marriage certificate made up 40%, while those
who stated that they were married under customary dawspriseden percent
Customary marriage referred to those unions whereby traditional marriages rites had been
conducted but theoupledid not have a government issued marriage certificate. There
were 13 (34%) single men and women. There were more ehaneethan women60%
compared to 39%Morewomen reported being single39% compared to 30%f the
men. None of the participants reported being divorced, even though three reported that
they were separated. Two of those who reported they were sepatateihdicated that
their partners were back in Kenydthough tie separation occurred in the course of their
stay in the Wited States Table 3.2 showthe responses of participants regarding their

marital status.

*In Kenya, ony church and marriages conducted by the court or another appointed government official are
issued a government recognized marriage certificate. Customary marriages are mostly agreements made
between groups of people and in many cases do not have standandedhtation.
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Table 3.2: Distribution of partici pants by marital status (N=38)

Marital Status Women Men Total N (%)
Single 7 6 13 (34%)
Marriedi customary 2 2 4 (10%)
Marriedi legal 5 10 15 (40%)
Separated 1 2 3 (8%)
Living with someone 2 0 2 (5%)
Widowed 1 0 1 (3%)
TOTAL |18 20 38

3.3.3Length of stay in United States

Five years of residence in the United States was the minimum required for
participation in the study andngth of stay for this group ranged frdive to 25 year®
Theaverage length of stdgr the group wad1.6 years Thirteen(34%) of the
participants were in the United States fe® geas, six (16%) forsevenyears, two (5%)
for eightyears and five (13%) farineyears. Fortyfive percent had been in the United
States for ovetenyears while five (13%) had ba in United States for over twenty

years. Tabl&.3shows the breakdown.

Table 3.3: Length of stay in the United States of the participants (N=38)

Length of stay (in years) N (%)
5-6 yrs 5 (13%)
7-9 yrs 13 (34%)
10-12 yrs 7 (18%)
1315 yrs 5 (13%)
16-19 yrs 3 (8%)
20-23 yrs 5 (13%)
TOTAL 38
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3.3.4Ethnicity

A total of seven different ethnic groups weepresented istudyparticipants
Ethnicity data showed that most of the participants were Kamba (37%) anduKikuy
(32%). In comparison, the estimated proportions of the major groups are in Kenya are
Kikuyu 22%, Luhya 14%, Luo 13%, Kalenjin 12%, Kamba 11%, Kisii 6%, Meru 6%,
other African 15%, nomfrican (Asian, European, and Arab) 18%.1.A. World Fact
Book, 2008).The sample distribution showed that most of the larger ethnic groups were
included except for the Meru although the proportions did not match the Kenyan

population in general. TabR4 shows the distribution by ethnicity.

Table 3.4: Ethnicity of participants (N=38)

Women Men Total
N (%)

Kamba 9 5 14 (37%)
Kikuyu 3 9 12 (32%)
Luo 3 3 6 (16%)
Luhya 1 1 2 (5%)
Kisii 1 1 2 (5%)
Kalenjin 1 0 1(3%)
Taita 0 1 1 (3%)
TOTAL 18 20 38

3.3.5Education and income

The data on edutian showed that 29% of the participants had graduate level
educationwhile another 29% had Bachelors degree and 5% had some college education.
Thirty-four percent of the participants had some secondary (high school) education.
Participants were asked whgpes of jobs they had held in last six months and the

findings are shown in th€able 3.5. Their responses showed that the majority worked in
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the human services sector as direct care workers; they worked in group homes as home
health aidesndsocial wakers or counselors. Six participants held management

positions and only one participant reported working in the information technology sector.

Table 3.5: Distribution of primary jobs held over the last 6 months

Type of job (%) Type of job (%)
Sacial workers/counselors 7 (18.4%)  Nurses 2 (5.2%)
Directors, managers and accountan 6 (15.7%)  Public health workers 1 (2.6%)
Group home residential aides 6 (15.7%)  Security 1 (2.6%)
Home health/nurse aides 4 (10.5%)  Driver 1 (2.6%)
Small businesswner 3 (7.9%) Baby sitter 1 (2.6%)
Radiologist, pharmacy tech. 2 (5.2%) Systems engineer 1 (2.6%)
Teachelor professor 2 (5.2%) Electrician 1 (2.6%)

Themedian income for the participants was $49,999 per annum. Men reported
higher incomes than the womand they were eight (21%)en withreported incomes of
more than $60,000 p.a. Only one man reported an income of below $30,000 p.a. Table

3.6 shows the income distribution income for men and women included in the study.

Table 3.6: Distribution of participants by income and gende(N=38)

Income range WomenN (%) Men N (%) Total
N=18 N=20 N=38
Below $ 30,000 4 (80%) 1 (20%) 5 (13%)
$ 30,000- $ 39,999 6 (46%) 7 (54%) 13 (34%)
$ 40,0000 $59,999 6 (50%) 6 (50%) 12 (32%)
Above $ 60,000 2 (25%) 6 (759 8 (21%)

These findingslemonstratéhat the group of participants reported relatively high
incomes compared to the jobs they reported. What this suggests is that most of them work

more than one job.



52

3.4 Definition of concepts
The sample compriseddt generation immigrants from Kenya to the United
States who lived in Paterson, New Jersey at the time of the study. First generation
immigrants referred to participants who were born in Kenya or who acknowledge Kenya
as their country of birthwhile thetermfiKenyad was used to descrilliee countryit is
important to mention thaenyans are not a monolithic category and there are within
group differencebased on class, religion, gender, and local ethnic groups orifloes
this end, the study was guizant of the fact that immigrants from Kenya are a
heterogeneous group of people, possessing distinct personal, social and economic
characteristics and abilities. At the same time, there at different stages of the life cycle,
have different immigratiorrajectories, come from different sending contexts and
backgrounds of class, religion and gender. As in many other countries, the people from
Kenya speak differetnguagesbelong to different religions, cultures and traditions.
Therefore the study atteated to account for the various differences by collecting
all pertinent demographic information and including it in the findings. Since ethnicity is
considered as an important aspect of social capital (Portes and Sensenbrenner, 1998), it
was included in th data collection. To get data on their local ethnic grthep
participants were asked a direct and epaded question about the local ethnic group
with whichthey selfidentified. The responses were not limited to ethnic groups from
Kenya and whateveesponse given was documented. Interestingly, all the participants

seltidentified with docal ethnic grougrom Kenya. Ethnic group was considessd

For many Kenyans the use of the word o6tribed to
debate about thiermtribe which is seen as having colonial connotations. Throughout the study | use the

p h r dosatethiiic groupsinsteal of tribein orderto distinguishreferences to other ethrgcoupswithin

the United States.
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important factor because ethnic divisions have been identified as a cause of tension,
conflict and even atright civil wars in many parts of the world and Kenya has not been
spared. Kenya has experienced sporadic ethnic clashes since 1992 but has managed to
remain relatively stablé&.

Data on religious affiliation was also collected. While the majority ef th
population in Kenya is Christiathere are pockets of Muslim population along the coast
and in the region referred to as NeEhstern. There is also presence of Hindu Indians
found mainly in the major urban centers and along the main Morkbasenu Highway.

The constitution allows for the application of Islamic laws and acknowledges other
religious communitiesuch aghe Hindu. In generaintil recentlyKenyans have enjoyed

a sense of unity and there has not been outright religious conflict. Thensiadgnsitive

to these general variations and made attempts to account for and represent them to the
extent possible in the selected sample.

Ties were operationalized as social, cultural or material. Ties included forms of
communication such as lettersdeemails, remittances, visits/travel, raising children in
traditional ways, networks, membership in immigrant/transnational groups, reading
Kenyan newspapers, political activism and any other activities that reflect a connection
with Kenya.

The frequencyf the ties was based on the answers to a specific question on how
frequent the participant maidailyoa iteedd ti es

and inbetween rangefiweeklyo , morihlyo , every other month ,twick ayead , a n d

® This situation changed drastically after the disputed general elections held in December 2007. The country
was plunged into full scale ethnic/tribal violerespecially in the region referred to as Rift Valley leading

to the displacement of many people. A political deal among the rival political parties was brokered and a
coalition government was established and a new position of Prime Minister was created.
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flonce a year &reater or stronger ties referred to more frequent or regular ties. The

participantswhoreor t ed fAdail yontmwgeéekltyesamwer@mcon:

fillway®s having ties with Keeyg, ovhiekremobhoseée w

considered as havingte s wi t domeKnees Ghase Farticipants who reported

ft wice a ynweara@a gmreadar do wer e occagionabi d &hesessd as hav

with fAinever 0 t i enevebwehraev icnogn stiideesr ewdi tahs Kie ny a .
The length of stay in United States reéefto the number of years that a

participant had lived continuously in the United States and if s/he considered United

States as their main residence for the past five years. Immigrant experiences broadly

referred to the everyday understanding and practlta participants engaged in;

including coping and adaptive strategies that they engage in and maintenance of family

structure and discipline. Included in the definition of their experiences were their

discussions of the activities that they engage mamtain the ties that they create.

3.5 Data collection methods

A majority of the interviews were conducted between the months of September
December 2005and the finathreerescheduledhterviews were conducted in January
and February 200®@ata wascollected through interviews and participant observation.
An ethnographic interview approach was adopted in this study for a variety of reasons.
Firstly, due to the paucity of data on the research topic, the study was exploratory in
nature. Secondly, quéditive approach was applied since elements such as behavior,
attitudes, opinions, and beliefghich do not have standard measuvesre included in

this study. A qualitative awoprbdshowwbi sbi
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includes emotions, mivations, symbols and their meanings, empathy and other
subjective aspects involved with naturally evolving lives of individuals and groups,
(Berg, 1995:10). Thirdly, using a qualitative research approach allowed for a more
interpretative and naturalistapproach to the study. Participants were allowed the
flexibility to discuss issues as they saw them and were not limited as would be the case in
pre-determined question and response approach. At the same time | was able to pursue
themes as they emergddiing the course of the interviews. The approach provided an
openness to document unexpected participant experiences. As Kandiyoti (1988) points
out, this type of a qualitative approach offers the advantage of allowing access to some of
the reflections andeactions of the participants as they seek to make sense of their
surroundings and their lives. In this case, this approach allowed the participants to tell
their own stories and hence provide insights into the contradictory, dynamic and
ambiguous aspects their everyday immigrant relations.

The study used serstructured interviews (Bernard, 1995) and participant
observation. All the interviewing was based on the use of an intesadlegdulavith a
written list of questions and topics to @@vered. Thenterview guide is included as
AppendixA. The interview guide was ptested using a sample of three participants and
changes were made accordingly to improve and validate the questions. The three
participants included in the ptest were excluded froméHinal sample of participants.
The interview guide collected demographic information including age, marital status,
educational attainment, income levels, religion, ethnicity and length of stay in the United
States. Some of the demographic information vedislated at later points during the

interviews; in the event that contradictory information was noted it was discussed with
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the participant for clarification. The int
ties to Kenya, what forms of ties thegne, how they maintain the ties, who they
maintain the ties with, reasons for maintaining the ties and their experiences with
maintaining these ties. The interviews also collected information on personal experiences
regarding their prenigration history, mitial period in the United States, their relations
within other immigrant communities they relate with, their understanding of the different
facets of their immigrant experiences in terms of gender, race, ethnicity, marital status,
employment, relations ith other minority groups and the larger American society

When the participants were approached for the interviews they were reminded
and assured of confidentialityhis means that | as the researcher will have access to
individually identifying informaion e.g. the names of the participants name but these
names will not be revealed instead | will use pseudonyims confidentiality statement
used in the study is included with the interview guide as AppehdBarticipanté
consent to be interviewed aaddio taped was sought before the interviews. None of the
participants declined to give consent for the interviews to be taped. The interview
schedule started with the same basic questions and thereafter took on the format of back
and forth discussionslalving for clarification questions to be included. I tried as much
as possible to conduct the interviews in a conversational manner rather than structured
guestionandanswer format. The interviews were carried ouhalanguage most
comfortable for thgarticipants; however, most of the interviews ended up being
conducted in a mixture of Swahili and English.

The interviews were scheduled and held at mutually convenient times and

locations to afford participants the ease and tingatticipate The nmajority of the
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interviews were conducted at the peeticipa
t hat was conducted at t he gudthetothaonepant 6s pl
conductedat a restaurant. The interviews were expected to lasbanhoweverin most
instances they lasted at least two holilere wereghreeinterviews that lasted over four
hoursmainly because the participants/zited me to join them for meals anterviews
were interrupted by events their everydayives. In onenstance, there were friends
who dropped by and the participant had to attend to them.

Data was also drawn froparticipant observation, including informal interactions
at various social eventsganized by the Kenyan immigrant community in Paterson.
Sweh events included immigrant activities such as fund raising events, funeral meetings,
regular immigrant group meetings, prayer services, baby showers, weddings, social
parties and other events organized in the community. Access to the participants was
fadlitated by my own status as a Kenyan immigrant but at the same time | was aware of
my position as a researcher. | am not sugg
through casual participant observatiar do | hold myself to a position of aldaste
objectivity. But as part of the Kenyan immigrant community, | was already engaged in
the social and cultural activities sponsored by varioagmg and individuals. tAhe time
of the study | was looking for patterns on how the first generation iramtigjfrom
Kenya invoke their home country at these functions through their conversations. | also
observednteractionpatterns at gatheringlistened to discussions tvansnational
practicesconversationgbout their immigration experiences gratternsof language

usage and switching. | recorddebse observations in a journal.
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3.6 Data Analysis

The information collected using interviews, emails, photographs, field journal and
observations was analyzed differently. All thigight interviews were trescribed in
their entirety, which in itself was very arduous task given that some of the participants
engaged in other activities during interviesugh as entertaining guests, babysitting,
preparing andhaving mealsAt the end of the interviewing thereeve a total oforty-
two 90minuteaudiotapes thdtanslated into about 900 single spaced pages of
transcription. The demographic data such as age, gender, income, education level, marital
status, length of stay in U.S. and initial residence was extracig dat@nterednto
SPSS. Descriptive analysis was conducted to provide a geicttakof the sample.

The transcribed interviews were subject
(1993) narrative analysis an approach that emphasizes the wayshith data is
generated. Following this approach, the content of the interviews became the focus of
attention; both thepokenand urspoken During the transcription procesgried to
preserve both verbal and nwarbal messages including body languagmaotional
expression, features of talk as pauses, repetitions, false starts, asides, manner of speech,
use of Swabhili words or local language, emphasis, struggles to explain and order of
speaking.

Sectionf the transcribed interviews were selectecedasn relevance, sequence,
structure and thematic coherence. This process focused maidyiewing the
interviews and categorizing the interviewsdlangeneral themes or phenomeénard

patterns used to describe nature of ties, responsibilities anigiamnexperiences were
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identified within and acrogsterviews.Another technique used for the analysisluded
the search function to findely wordsin the transcribed interview8Vhile this was a very
onerous task that seemed impossible at times stade much easier because |
conducted all the interviews amghs responsible for all theanscriptionand therefore |
was familiar with the words and patterns. Some of the passages selected were analyzed
under multiple themes or headings. The interviesse also compared across age,
marital status, immigration history, ethnicity, gender and other differentiating factors.

The field journal notes were stored in their original format. While the idea had
been to transfer the notes onto a compulige toalack of time this did not happen.
About seventy handwritten pages were analyzed. These notes also included observations
of various social functions and my reflexive notes after interviews. These notes were used
to compare and contrast transcribed in@m. The notes were also used to drive some
of the questions to interpret the data e.g. where did certain discussions occur? Was this
deliberate timing or there were other driving forces discussed? What were the recurring
t hemes about | wewmatgocia evensEdd participaats diseuss similar
experencedn the interviews? In this way the notes assisted in the interpretation of the
data collected. Photographs were taken to
experiences including ethmwritings on stores or churches, types of dressing at social
events and other images. Various email invitations were also analyzed to establish who
got invited to wiich events taelaborate or corroboraieformation collected through
interviews regardingocial ties. All these data assisted in providing a more holistic

interpretation of the data.
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3.7 Study approach

This study adopted an approach that recognized the lives of first generation
immigrants from Kenya could not be understood by looking onlyhait goes on within
national boundaries. The study firstly acknowledged it was likely that there was
continued interaction between the people who immigrated and those who were left
behind. These ties would take various forms such as ideas, objects Besoca@nic
remittances and could be conveyed directly or indirectly, with the potential to be strong
or weak ties. At the same time the study acknowledges that these ties are subject to
various influences at individual, group and national levels. Furthrermsimce the
relationship between individuals and social institutions is dialectical in nature, certain
social and economic institutional features that the immigrants are embedded in also
account for their experiences.

Therefore, the study paid attentitmhow individual and institutional factors
intersect to influence i mmigrantso experie
of investigation, so as to allow for a better picture of the dynamic relationships between
the lives of individuals anthe societal institutions and organizations that they constitute
and are embedded in. In this way, the study appreciated that the experiences of first
generation immigrants from Kenya were mildtyeredand multifaceted The study
focused onthe socialoot e xt variables that affected fir
participation in various sectors of their immigrant lives. The study emphasized the social
context variables to examine the diverse processes of adapting to immigrant life and the

importance of saal context.
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The study starting point of inquiry was
and therefore allowed the participants to tell their stories as they saw fit. The study
expected to revedthe complexities of mmi g sazial sitaafions redting from
simultaneous competing and affirming practices mediated by circumstances in Kenya and

the United States.

3.8 Study area
For this particular study, the focus was New Jersey, specifically Paterson
Township. Paterson was selected because iavpascipal area of concentration ails
Saharan African immigrants and offered a more ethnically diverse Kenyan immigrant
population. Through informal conversations and personal observations most immigrants
from the AKiIisii o c¢ o mininkudsoy Cotuntyardl spcifitcallty s et t |
around Jersey City and its environs. Middlesex County has a high population of
i mmi grants from the ALuodo community mainly
areas. Unlike Hudson and Middlesex, PatersoRasaic Gunty presented a more
di verse community in terms of ethnic compo
AKIi kuyuoKaliémjoiono iand other communities
According to datdrom the American Community Survelew Jerseyad 19%
foreign-born population, rankinthird among states with highest proportion of foreign
born populatios behind New Yorkwith 21%and California with 279%4U.S. Census
Bureau, 2005)Slightly more than half52%) of the foreigaborn population in New
Jerseywas from Latin Americandonly 3%wasfrom Africa, of which1.9% stated their

ancestry asub-Saharan. Paterson also has a growing population of residents who self
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identify as Arabs. According to Profiles of New Jersey (2006) rep&fo of the

residents in Paterson identified as Arabefiefore, it had been expected that since

Paterson has a significant Muslim population, there would have been a chance to obtain a
diverse samplen terms of religion. A stated earlier none of the Kenyans interviewed
identified as MuslimDue to paucity bdata broken down by countriywas unable to

estimate of the number of first generation immigrants from KenyaimgsidPaterson or

New Jersey.

While the Kenyan community in Paterson does not have traditional centrally
located business community tely upon, theommunity isorganized through both
informal/personal and formal/institutional social ties. There was no specific data on how
immigrants from Kenya have settled in New Jersey based on ethnicity. Therefore
Paterson was selected for its &bt immigrancommunity with immigrants fromud-
Saharan Africa and a more diverse Kenyan immigrant population. These aspects of

Paterson are discussed further in the following chapter.
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CHAPTER FOUR
PATERSON
This chapter presents part of the initi@ il i ngs based on the res
observations ithe city ofPaterson. The chapter is divided into four sectidhs first
one provides a brief backgroundtbé city ofPaterson. This is followed by a detailed
description of the various neighborhoodpresent day Paterson. It highlights the
settlement patterns and discusses the various groups living within specific settlements.
The third section focuses on the issue of immigrants both earijnaretecent
immigrans to Paterson. The last part of theapker discusses ratand ethnic relations
in Paterson.Similar to otheparts of thdJnited Statesvhere different groups have come
into contact, Paterson has experienced ethnic tensions and this section highlights some of

those conflicts.

4.1 Historical background of Paterson

Presentlay Paterson is locatedmorthern New Jersey approximately 30 miles
west of New York City. It is in Passaic County and is the third largest city in New Jersey.
The city covers a land area of 8,442 square miles an@0h ®as reported as having a
population of 151,82%ith a 2010 projectedopulationof 154,698 by 2010 (Profiles of
New Jersey, 2006According to theEncyclopedia of New Jers€3004 618-619),
Paterson is one of oldest industrial cities in New Jeidamed after the New Jersey
governor William Paterson (174B06)it was incorporated as a city in 188l 1678
theresidents of Paterson were mainly Duselttlersin 1791, the Society for Establishing

Useful Manufactures (S.U.M.), a group championedthyesman Alexander Hamilton
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chose Paterson as the site to develop a model United States manufacturing center. The
S.U.M group focused on developing a water raceway system that would be used as the
source of power for industrial growth. The system of weag powered by the #bot
high Great Falls of the Passaic River provided cheap power and gave Paterson a
competitive advantag®aterson also has a rich immigrant history of later groups that
settled in the city including the Germans, Italians, Jewishnaore recently theatino
immigrants.

According to Norwood (1974), in the latter half of the 1§0®aterson was known
for its textile industry and it prospered largely based on its silk production, earning the
ni ¢c kname . BY1B710 kneaflyififtypercent of the silk made in the United States
was produced in Paterson. Paterson was also known for its role in shaping labor activism.
The silk mills were characterized by labor untesbughvarious strikesAccording to
Murphy and Murphy1987: 137139), by 1900 B7 strikes had taken place in the city.
The first group to strike numbered 8,000 and atfeened them until February 1913 a
total of 24,000 silk and dye workers stopped wor&c@yding to théencyclopedia of
New Jersey2004:618) these strike made Pat er s een dtdheen fcma sytdo sitn
country. The largest and longest of these strikes at the silk mills happened Bnt913
with that strike began the decline of the silk industry in Paterson.

Besides the textile industry, Paterson dlae a rich industrial history. During
World War 1l it prospered through a different activity; jet engine buildfears earlier,
Owiileand Wi |l bur Wr i g hfrond Sew BransvactnPatersoo im 919
as the Wright Aeronautical Corporation. In2B9t merged with Curtiss Company to form

the CurtissWright Company Curtiss had been involved in building of bicyelegines
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and later built plane@viurphy and Murphy 1987). The jet engine company played a
major role during the world war and built sowfeghe most famous planes used in the
war.

Paterson flourished industrially and was largely known foeksle and heavy
manufacturind Encyclopedia of New Jerse3004) Paterson has a rich history and
Aof fers a micr ocos m anhimigrant éxpesignceiindhle industrialr i ¢ a
c i t iMarghy and Murphy1987151). The website foPaterson citgommends the
city for various acclamations including several firsts; sudh@Brst waterpowered
cotton spinning mill in N.Jin 1793 the firg continuous roll papen 1812t he countr y o
first steam locomotivenanufactured by Thomas Rogerli@37, the first revolver by Sam
Colt in 1837 also and the firklolland Submarinen 1878 Theremnants of the
abandoned mill buildings and railroad locotme manufacturing sites can still be s@en
present day Paterson

Theeconomic declinef Patersowas fueled by the labor unrest in the textile
industry that led to many of thextile industrieso mowve to otherareas where labor was
cheaper, mainlyo the South. The engine building company moved from Paterson to
Woodbridge, NJ. Furthermore, Paterson suffered from a series of disasters including
floodsandseveral fires that destroyashjor section®f the city. In the 1970s many
industries had mowkout of the city and many people had moved to more suburban areas,
thus erodi ng Mirghy and Muspliy$987. I the thventset cefitury
Patersorwasin a state oeconomic decline and by the 1980s it was named as one of the

most distressd cities in the United Statesr{cyclopedia of New Jerse3004:619. It did
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not haveany movie theatre and many department stores had either closed or moved to
other areas. The social indices declined and business moved to neighboring towns.

After the d¢rikes and World War |Ithe city of Paterson saw major declines in its
prosperity. Scranton (199#4)entiong hat after Worl d War | I, Pa
prosperity faded and with the depayyhteure of
city experieced declineLatin American immigrants and African Americans replaced
the residents who lefThe decline of the city resel not onlyfrom laborunrest but also
middle clasdlight to thesuburban area3herehave been receintitiatives to revive the
city to its old glory. By 1983 efforts to restore and preserve the historical buildings and
revive the Great Falls/S.U.M district wesa going At the samdime, the Private
Council Industry waslsoestablished in 1983 to provide training and employment
opportunities for the large labtorcein PatersonOtherrevitalization effortsare being
spearheadebly the Greater Passdihamber of @mmerce to address not only business
and industrial issues, but also social and environmental concerns affectpep e of
Patersor{Murphy and Murphy1987).

Presently, if you visit downtown Paterson you will see many of the earlier
buildings restoredThePaterson Museum displays various engines and other artifacts
from the earlier manufacturers. Today, Patersag not boast of its silk and engineering
industries but there are many small machine shapwaell ascloth and garment

businesses that continue the tradition of textile and industry.
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4.2 Settlement patterns in presentlay Paterson

Besides the importamble that Paterson played in the industrial development of
U.S. cities, it was and still retains some of the natural and human resources that made it
so vibrant. Research has shown that immigrants to iBeehd to settle in specific
geographic areas drare mostly concentrated in large metropolitan aigaglies have
also shown that there are various reasons for the choices that immigrants make related to
where they settle. Some of the reasons are related &vaiiability of networks and
support syms from earlier immigrants from the same parts of the waildn, 2006;

Bartel, 1989; Borjas, 1995b; Chiswick, 19Thiswick and Miller; 2004). In some

instances thigeads tahe establishment of ethnic enclaves or settlementsesehrch

has showrhat such clustering has the potential to have some benefits and disadvantages
for the immigrants.

Thereare favorable aspects of ththnicsettlement especially in terms of creating
the demand for fAethnic goods 0higcbnoeptséaéehe dev
Chiswick and Miller, 200). In ethnic enclaves there is the growth of business for food,
clothing, churches etfor the group from same region. The ethnic enclaves also allow for
people to pss on their culturd&thnic enclaves prade immgrants with a sense of
familiarity especially since wheémmigrants arrive from different parts of the world,
upon arrival in the United States, thane part ofaminority. There have also been some
disadvantagermeported that ethnic enclaves limit immagtabilities to acquire new
language skills anthus hinder their economprogressFor example, Mar €1991) sudy

of the Chineseethnicenclave in San Francissbowed that the wages within ta#nnic
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enclaves tended toe lower, there wasigher tunover and had fewer promotional
opportunities.

The population of Paterson is very diveaselincludesitalian Americans,
Latinos, African Americans, Middle Easterners, Caribbean Islanders, Africans, Eastern
Europeans and other groups. It is possiblaegoedn their ethnic enclaves, even though
this does not imply that different groups do not reside in the same Skeedppendi¥
for the layout of Paterson City outlinimg six administrative wards arshme of the
more visible ethnic enclaves neiglborhoodsBy and large théatino population is the
predominant group and can be fowsudttered all over Paterson, with higher
concentrationsnostly to the south of theroadwayMartin Luther King Way and 21

Avenue

4.2.1 The Eastside and Hillcrest nighborhood

As you approach presetidy Paterson from the neighboring towns of EImwood
Park and Fairlawn in Bergen County on Route 4/Broadway/Dr. Martin Luther King Way
and cross the Passaic River into Paterson, you encounter the famous East Side Park. This
section is commonly referred to as the East section and is arguably amonigeiheabis
of the city. It seems lestenselypopulated and most of thriildings arelarge Victorian
style houses built with stone andth huge pillarssurrounded byarge @mpounds. In
general, there are small pocketsOafucasiampopulation largely around the East side of
Paterson along of First and Fourth Avenues, the areas around Hillcrest. The area towards
Eastside Park and clogerthe city ofFairlawn is relativelyquiet and predominantly

middle-class residents. #\you move on towards the"iBvenue, sections of Park and
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17" Avenue it becomes more crowded and the population composition also changes to
mostly African Americans and Jamaicans.

In this neighborhood theris the beautiful Eastside Park, a favorite spot for many
of the residentw/herel attended a couple of barbecue events at this site organized by
Kenyan immigrants. There are also smaller homes with colonial type bsikhdgmult
family dwellings in tlis area. At the corner of Broadway and&reet stands a huge
concrete building, Temple Emanualkynagogue established in 190hichhas since
moved tathe city ofFranklin lakes. Thisndicatesthat in the past there were Jewish
residents in this @a. The section of Eastside closer to Fairlawn is rather. Jinet
Eastsidesectionhas a fewCaucasiampeople, mainly Italians, especially along the First
and Fourth Avenuesince there are isolated pockets of Caucasian residing in this area,
some of tle nonCaucasian residés postulate as to why the Caucasian people continue
to reside here. According to thetheCaucasiameople live here because of one of two
reasons, either they are very poor and can
special attachment to Paterson. Ténes a noticeable increasing presenca lcditino
community in this area especiallyysou move towaratkks t he Peopl e

As stated earliethere aralsoCaribbean Islanders in this area especially,
JamaicansThe maly restaurants specializing in Jamaican cuisireeevidencef the
presence of damaicarpopulationin PatersonMost of them are takeut spotsserving
goat curry, rice with beans, chicken and beef padinesare locatedrimarily on East
30" and 3% Streets. There are also several stores selling Caribbean merchandise in the

downtown shopping area. For example on Washington Street off Main Street there is a
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store that sells Caribbean products including imported Jamaican food and drinks; their
productsincludeJamaican fruitcake and the popular Jamaican ginger beer.

On Main Street there isBotanica specializing in Caribbean religious products
to assist with social daily life e.g. a troubled love life, financial issues. The products
include herbs, cdandsoaps that when appliedipe away these types of problems.

There are very few of such stores in the Eastside residential areas.

4.2.2 Fourth Ward district
As you move along Broadway/Dr. Martin Luther King Wagadingowards
downtown Patersqgrsmall stores withsignsthat arewritten in Spanish line each side of
the highway. There wasaffice of apolitician running foroffice at the time of the study
with bold Spanish writings. Between®3and 2§ Streets stands one of the main hospitals
in Paterson, Barnert HospitalThe hospital was established by Nathan Barnert, the
Mayor of Patersoifrom 1883to 1886 and 18890, and opened its doors in 1908. When
one moves past the hospital site the amount of activity increases and there is a more
vibrart atmosphere. On both sides of the Broadway/Dr. Martin Luther King Way there
are various stores: a KFC (Kentucky Fried Chicken), Polanco Brothers Supermarket,
Angels Cleanerdyloca Liquors Esperanza Pueblo groceridsos Hidalagosstoreand a
big modern ad spaciousdundromat. At the corner there are two Chinese restaurants.
As you approach Madison and Rosa Parks Avgribe number of people
increases and the composition of the population also changes. It is predominately African

American and this aréa commonly referred to as Wrigley Park and administratively it is

" On February 1, 2008, Barnert Hospital was officially closed after almost a century of service to the greater
Paterson community.
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in the Fourth Ward. In comparison to Eastsities areais crowdedwith people walking

along thestreetsandvehicles parked on the side streets. Interestingly, there are also

several chuhes in this section of the city. There is the Reformed Church®d8t2&et

andr i ght across the street from this church
Episcopal Church. Another noticeablaucch in this same area is theve of Jesus

Family World Outreactchurch,which is aa enormousvhite building with huge column

pillars. Further down the streghe spikes of th&Jnited Presbyterian Churetse above

the other buildingandat the junction of Broadway/Dr. Martin Luther King Way and

Memorid Drive stands a Roman Catholic churdie Lady of Victories.

The residential houses in this part of Paterson show signs of being unkempt and
run downwith manybroken windows. Drug activity and violence are common in this
area and as you walk algngu can see groups of men standing on the side streets. The
population here is mostly African American with sobainos. This area has also been
known tobe the site ofights between African Americankatinos and other groups. This
will also be discusseldter in the section on group relations. Off the main highway along
Madison Avenue and between™8nd 28 Avenues there are various car repair shops
some trading in used tires and other auto accessories. These auto repair and auto
accessories sites amainly run by African American andatino mechanics.

In this area there are several blamkned barber shops, hair salons and soul food
restaurants. The oldest abestknownrestaurant is the E & A Soul Food Restaurant at
the corner of Governor and StrhidStreets. The restaurant specializes in cornbread,
macaroni and cheese, sweet potato pie, fresh vegetables (pinto and lima beans, field peas,

cabbage, collard greens, string beans, candied yams), barbecued spare ribs, pork chops,
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sausage and peppersvate chicken, fried chicken, barbecued chicken, baked chicken,
oxt ai thead ¢heegedamd much more.
Approaching downtown Patersoloag Broadway/Martin Luther King Hwy just
beforethe Passaic Community College&andsalargemajestic buildingthe Pag¢rsonFree
Public Libraryestablished in 1883tisNew Jer sey 6 s o lindiadsthe publ i c
Paterson Free Publibrary was located on Church Street iwwas destroyed during the
fire of 1902; the libraryvas rebuilt at the presesite on Boadway/Martin Luther King
Way. The new sitevas opened in 190&nd thdibrary had branckes i n each of P
wards. However,n 1995most ofthe branches were consolidated and currently there are

three branches in operatian First Ward, Totowa an&outhside

4.2.3 Downtown Paterson

As you approach downtown Paterson on the Broadway/Dr. Martin Luther King
Way you begin to see the historical section of the city. Downtown Paterson comprises the
historical section and many of the old building have lreserved as historical sites.
There are huge and old stone buildings with high church spikes towering above. Most of
the buildings are no more than tfoor buildings. Passaic Community College is located
in downtown Paterson and so is the Police depamt. Downtown Paterson also houses
the municipal administrative buildings including the City Hall and the Passaic County
Courthouse Annex. The two ar eks.pBeaidesthesef t he
buildings the other buildings around this aaea old and run down. Downtown Paterson

is largely inhabited by.atino population.
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One of the busiest streets in downtown Paterson is Main Street which sthes in
West side of Paterson, crosses the Broadway/Dr. Martin Luther King Way and runs
towards difton. The streets are busy with shoppers and since this is also the
administrative part of the towthere are people coming to the courts, police stations and
other administrative business. The population herleidesboth Blacks andlatinos and
very few, if any, White people. The young peqpiestly menin this area are mainly
wearing white tees in the summer and in the winter they have big oversized jackets and
caps. There are larger stores dealing in clothes and shoes while the smaller stores sell
small groceries, gifts, jewelry and phone cards. There are beauty shops specializing in
selections of black hair and black skin products at discounted prices. There is also a hair
salon that is managed by a Jamaican entrepreneur specializing in Africaii i
services include braiding and putting hair extensions. During the day this part of the city
is busy with shoppers but there isgcammercialactivity at night. Driving through this

part of the city at night one sees empty streets and very quidtoehood.

4.2.4 Sandy Hill and the environs

At the junction of MairStreet and WardStreetthere is a large First Presbyterian
church, thedglesia Presiieriana Hispaniad This point marks a visible shift in the
population and stores found in downtoamd Wrigley Park. The number of Black people
declines and the number lohtino speaking people increases significantly. This is the
section of the city commonly referred to as Sandy Hill. The area presents as overcrowded
and even though the houses loodt thley are not as run down as those in Wrigley Park.

The stores on this part of Main Street have names and descriptions of their services in
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Spanish. There is a Peruvian ice cream store, a latg® grocery store, a hair and nalil
salon and a string oéstaurants (Cuban, Colombian, and Dominican). Most of these
stores bear Spanish nansegh asiCalzado Andrea & Accessories de futipdDe Dos
restauran§ dNuga Best Termo Acupuncture Magaf®e Hacen ruedos/alteratiodand
d_atin Bar and Restauradt

In between these stores is a mix of other businesses including service
establishments such as insurance and real estate agencies, law offices, travel agencies,
moneysending stores, beauty salons, music stateer buildings house laundromats,
restaurats, coffee shops, a hardware store, a pharmacy, and other retail businesses. St.
John Cathedral is also on Main Street and is one of those building with the tall spikes
towering above the other buildings. There are also offices feionqirofit agencies
providing social services for domestic violence and substance abuse. At the junction of
Main Street and Washington Street, thetends thélemplo Shalom @hgregacion de
Yahweh, In@ a messianic congregation synagogoe001, this templandthe Temgde
Emanuel on the Eastside were the site®ljious bias attackas reported by a Northern
New Jersey newspapgrhe RecordDeember01 2001).

There isavisible presence dfatino businesses through tkgns on business
sudh  aBgenvendd Ge Hala Espaficdandd-iesta Goya The heavy presence of
these businessgsovided the people from Spanisheaking counies an opportunity to
mingle with others of similar heritage, listen to popular music, speak similar language,
eat the food, and reprodeithe social relationships that perpetuaté thational culture
in the new foreign setting. #lso giveshem a sense of belonging and they expressed that

they felt more comfortable in this environment. fihare also Spanish newspapers that
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publish irformation on available resources within the community and related
information. Some of the magazire® distributed for free, e.gCampand placed in
various stores and reports on community informationadsal reports on international

news and what igoing on inSouth Americarcountries.

4.2.5 South side Paterson and Middle Easterners neighborhood

Continuing on Main Street the area are mostly residential houses just before St.
Josephdéds Hospital, one of theb6snaHoas phiosal tia:
South side of Paterson. The population composition shifts now to an increasingly Middle
Eastern people. Along Main Street after you cross Bloomfield Street is the epicenter of
Middle Eastern culture in the city. Here you will find restais, shops, markets serving
Turkish and Mediterranean cuisine with descriptions suctHadal Paradisé Kafe
Teriadserving homestyle Turkish foods. The stores have the Arabic inscriptions and
writings on them providing descriptions of what theyweeOne of the food
establishmentadvertised & specialtes askebal§ @esitlery one®  aahchacud
There is also a supermarkéuperior Halal Supermark&and a bakery. There are also
laundromats, hair salons, deli stores and travel agehrtges.you will find anything
Middle Eastern including video stores specializing in Middle East music and films,
includinganArab-Tur ki sh Vi dd&wkutdt.or e call ed 0

As the presence @ large Middle Eastern populatiomostly Lebanese and
Turkish whois largelyMuslim would suggesthere are variousiosques in Patersort. |
must be noted that thduslim in Paterson are not only immigrarust there aréViuslims

from other groups includingeople from AmericaAccording to one worker at the
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Islamic Centepf Passaic County there were several mosques and teaching centers in
Paterson. The mosques avidslim teaching centers included the Islamic Center of
Passaic County on Derrom Avenue in the Eastside of Paterson, Omar Mosque on Getty
Avenue, Jalalabad JamNiosque on Van Houten Street, Moslem Mosque on Chestnut
Street, Masjid AlFerdous on Union Avenuand Unitedslamic Center of Paterson on
Knickerbocker Avenue. The presence of a laviyeslim population in Paterson is

confirmed by other sources. In 200@ tN.Y. Times reported that the Paterson school
system in this area had agreed to close onMwslim holidays (NY TimesMarch 18

2000). Such report point to the influence that the population exerts in Paterson. Along
Main Street there is also the officetbe Arabic weekly newspapéhrab Voiced Similar

to theLatino newspapers it too reports on matters of interest to their community.

4.2.6 Paterson Farmer8Market and environs

At the end of Main Street towards Clifton is Crooks Aventies part ofthe city
has neat bungalow homes and is a quiet neighborhood. It is not very clear whglsgro
a majority because there are pocketkaifno, Blacks and Middle Easterners. On Crooks
Avenue as you approach Highway yifii can turn onto BstRailroad. Hee is the large
Farmers MarketPaterson Farmers Market, founded in 1932 and selling fresh fruits and
vegetableslaily. This section of Paterson is very busy and theeevegetable stalls
lining the road with numerous crates packed with vegetables atsl fwiring the
summer, there is an opair market with farmers selling their produce from the back of
their vansOn their part, e stall owners put out their wares fdisplay in front of their

stalls.
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Therearea large variety of vegetables and friatdd either by weight or by
containers. The products sold in the various stores also reflect the diverse backgrounds of
thepopulation in this area. Tratoresstock somesthnic foods such agyucca(cassava)
plantain,pigeon peas, cracked corn, tamdricowpeasfrozen soft maize andried
cereals The stores also stock products mostlydBygyadanddVittarozdand also drinks
made abroad. The stores also sell products found in regular supermarkets irsthirtting
beans, corn on the cob, carrots, grpeppers, dried cereadsich asnaize, beangnions
and many other vegetables and fruiteere is a clothes store stocked with brightly
colored fabrics and another store that specializdsijmb6clothing.

The population of people here is mixed anel tiarket serves people of diverse
backgrounds and color as suggested by the different languages and @icitents
customers and retailers. There are many shops selling meat with sigfaabimeat
sold heréindicating a presence of Muslim clientele.€fé is ongarticularbig meat
store that suppliedHalaldbmeat.Most of thepeople who sell the meat this storere of
Middle Eastern origin and while the customars from different backgrounds, thene
a visibly larger number ofomen wearing heacbvers shopping at this store. The store
also carries ethnic foodsich asresh and dried date&es®seeds and candy and other
foods packaged with Arabic inscriptions. The retailers chat loudly in foreign languages
with some of their customers wiptacetheir orders irthe foreignlanguags. At this
store people can purchase a whole goat or piegesof beef prepared to their special
requirements. Most of the interactions in this area are very informal and there is a feeling
of community as people énown to each other strike up discussions about the size, type

of fruits and vegetables or the bargains they feel they have made.
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At the point where Crooks Avenue meets Highway 46 there is a big Jewish
Cemetery, Cedar Lawn Cemetery. Beyond the Jewisletegynis the Calvary Roman

Catholic Cemetery. The rest of this part of Paterson is mainly residential area.

4.2.7 2% Avenue and Peoples Park

As one drives along Railroad Avenue moving further away from Crooks Avenue
leaving behindhefarmer®market,the surroundings change. The area behind the market
seems deserted and there are huge empty and abandoned red brick buildings with many
narrow windows. These buildings housed the
past. The glass on the windows hagn shattered and some of the windows are covered
with plywood. Some of the old mills have been conventéal auto repair shops and
warehouses. There are signs that some of these old buildings are being renovated and
converted to actie business premiseStill, al in all, the area seems abandoned and
deserted.

Further along Railroad Avenue you hit®2Avenue and all of a sudden again you
are met with another lively scenThe area has mainly Italian and Spanish restaurants
and travel agencies. The joaty of Italians are found in this area along*2ivenue and
predominately i n t helnthlersamanemaean sittomdhairstalking | e 6 s
loudly with Italian accents outside the Italian 2006 Social Club Inc, and the Italian Cafe.
During themanytimes | strolled past thesafés, | did not seavomensitting with the
men Other stores along this avenue includeParraRestaurantCaffe Italia, Mar t ha o s

Place, Italian Breakfast, a supermarkatNavidadFoods.In between these stores are
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laundomats, check cashing stores, gifts shops and a bank. There are also travel agencies
such aAgencia de Trabajos

The 2£' Avenue that was originally considered the domain of Italian businesses
now has severdlatino businesses in between the Italian basses. As you move from
21% Street towards Market Street you pass the Peoples Park along 23rd Avenue, with a
vibrantLatinocommunity. This ares considered a mix of the lower and lowaiddle
class. As mentioned earlier thatino population can beound in various parts of

Paterson but here they have a marked presence.

4.2.8 Westside Paterson

The Westside of Paterson is connected to downtown Paterson by a number of
bridge crossings over the Passaic River. The Westside is definitehotleeaffluem part
of the cityand is very muclamiddle-class area. It is also among the neiknically
diverse neighborhoadvith Italians, Middle Easternerkatinos, East Europeans and
Blacks among its residents. African immigrants can be found intermitteriigterson
and do not have a focused settlement pattern, however larger suwabdye found in
Wesside Paterson. Along Union Boulevard and along Totowa Boulevard there are
pockets of Kenyan immigrants. Otheenyan immigrantgan be found ithe areas that
border Westwood and North Haledon, whicklse towestside Paterson. Towards the
Eastside of Paterson, near the Eastside Park, is another pocket of Kenyan immigrants.
There are some African immigrants in thity of West Patersomnwyhich is a differentity
from Paterson and was therefore not incluidetthe study. All in all, there is not a visible

settlement pattern for the African immigrants. At the same time their residences cut
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across the neighborhoods and it is not easlysiernwhether they liven some of the
sociceconomically better areas or not.

TheWestsideof Paterson is mainly residentiaiterspersed witlsmall
businesses. The homes in this area are nice with well kept lawns. In this section of the
city, thebusierstreets are Union Aanue and Totowa Boulevard. Along these streets one
can find various businesses, modttino restaurants, small supesankets, convenience
stores anddundromats. Unlike the Jamaican population, there was not a significant
presence of Africatowned busineses but that does not suggest that they are no Adfrican
owned businesses.

Along Preakness Avenue which i bnion Avenuethere is a popular African
owned business called Mt. Kenydu®. It is owned by a Kenyan and frequented largely
by people from Africaand the Caribbean Islands. The club organizes Kenyan musicians
to come angberform mostly young musicians playingntemporarynusic from Kenya
Theseyounger musicians have incorporated-hgp and rap music with Swahijirics
andl oc al IgricsaTo eatert testi@enusial tastes of thelder generatiorthe club
usually setasidesome days$or such music referred to @dizopendwa Golden Qdies)
or Lingala (West African beatight. At the club dree Kenyan monthly newsletter
Kenyan Empowermeitewspapers circulated. The newsperis published by Kim
Media Group (KMG) based in Acwortfbeorgia ands distributed in vaous statesn the
United StatesThe newsletter promotes networking within the Kenyan community and
also provides informatioan various Kenyan owned businesses. The businesses
advertised in the newsletter generally include meseryding contacts, real estate

brokers, companies involved in shipping merchandise, where to get Kenyan products,
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legal services and investment opportiesi in Kenya. The newsletter also covers news
about activities being conducted by Kenyans in various parts of the United States, a
section that highlights current events happening in Kenya, a foraontectr reunite

people referred to aB)e Ukowa?d ( He y w h eandan antegainmentis&cfion.
The reuniting section was mostly requests by people who wish to be contacted by former
schoolmates or friends they believe are also in the United Sthtdgeve that other
newspapers specific to tbrent African immigrant groups are available however during

the time of this study, | did not come across amy] eithemat the food stores dheclubs

thatl visited.

4.3 Immigration history and profile of recent immigrations
4.3.1 Early immigrants

Because of its industrial basis and its proximity to New York thus providing
access to the various ports of entry, Paterson was a major attraction for many immigrants
who were seeking ample land or fleeing religious or political persecutitesture on
Paterson shows thathas a long history of immigration. The Dutch colonists were
among the earliest settlers in Paterson. The early waves of immigrants were mainly Irish,
Italians and Germans (Murplayyd Murphy 1987), the later waves were heavily Easter
European and Jewish. The Germans arrived with more varied skills and economic
resources while the majority of the Irish were pdémdyclopedia of BwJersey 2004:
403404). Cotz (1985) indicates that by 1870 the Irish were the dominant group among
immigrants in the city making up otséxth of the total population of 33,500. There was

even an area hamed Dublin, which referred to the areausdling the mills (Cotz,
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1985. This area is presently between Cianci, Market and Mill Streets. The building of
the I rish Catholic St. Johndés Cathedral at
also provides evidence of their settlements in this area.

With the expansion of the silk industry, there was need for more labor and
Paterson began to draw skilled Italiextile workers in large numbers. The newer Italian
immigrants settled in Dublin Arefsince it had traditionally become a transitional
community occupied by the newest immigrant group. The Italian immigrants in Paterson
were largely peasants from rueaeas and they worked mainly in lestatus jobs such as
railroad laborers and other low paying manual jobs. While Paterson had its share of
Italian immigrants, much of the literature on Italian immigrants has focused on the more
prominent Italian commutes in citiessuch afNew York, Newark, Cldago, Boston and
Philadelphia (Cotz1989. The Italian immigrants in Paterson who worked in the textile
industries were known to have participated in the labor strikes of 1913 (Manghy
Murphy, 1987).

The oher dominangroup of immigrants to Paterson whg Jewish immigrants
According to Ard and Rockland (2002) the Jewish immigrasitsilarly other
immigrants were attracted largely by the availability of work in the textile industries.
They also point outhatthe Jewish laborers were not only involved in the silk industry as
laborers and labor leaders, they were also involved in other professions and commerce.
The majority came to United States as poor immigrants but they were able to use their
skills totransform themselves into one of the most prominent communities in the 1800s.
After the labor strikes of 191&hd thetextile industry in Paterson started to declimey

moved out to theuburban areaand became engaged in other businesses and

8 Currently, while there is still some Italian population in this area it is now largely occupied lbstithe
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professios. Ar d and Rockl anddés observations of
social ladder is in line with the postulates made in immigration literature, that, as
immigrants assimilate into mainstream society they move away from their working class
residenceto more suburban areas or higher income areas.

Presently, there are very few Jewiskidents in Patersonh@&re is evidence of
their earlier settlement in this area because of the visible big synagogues and Jewish
cemeteries. Some of the synagoguesappemiabandoned e.g. the famous Barnert
Temple while others have officially move@ne of the oldest Jewish temples, Temple
Emanuel, established i®@6 moved to Franklin Lakes as a result of decline in numbers
of Jewish resident&’he New York TimesOctober 199% At the time the NY Times
reported that the number of Jewish residemtke city, which was once 30,000, had
dwindled to less than 1,000, and many of them elderly people

The population landscape has sincengfeal with the largest wave ofigration
following World War Il consisting of domestic movement of Blacks from the rural
American SouthRecent dta onthe population oPaterson reflestthechanges in
immigration population with more and more immigrants from the developing countries.
As of 2005 thgpopulation of Paterson was made u28#6% White alone, 32. 1% Black
alone, 1.9% Asian alone and 54.8%spanic persons oHispanicorigin maybe any
race. In Paterson, 2.2% of the Hispasiwere reported aBlack HispaniqProfiles of
New Jersey2006) Data on ancestry also reflects the changes in populatiefiyé
largest ancestry groups were ltalian 4.7%, Jamaican 3.2%, United States (America) 3.2%
andArab 1.8% Other ancestry groups reported included Irish 1.6% andSahlran

Africa 1.3%.
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4.3.2 Profile of recent immigrants to Paterson

Using the data reported the Rofiles of New Jersey (200@)e trends in ratio of
foreign-born residentg Patersorshowed alecline for the period 1900970 but
thereafter theatioincreasedBy 2005 thepercentof foreignborn in Paterson made up

33% of the total population of Patersdime trends are shown in Table 4.1.

Table 4.1: Trends in foreign-born population in Paterson

1900 1950 1970 1980 1990 2000 2005

Native born | 66,380 | 111,025 | 123,834 | 112,433 | 105,536 | 100,298 | 99,065

Foreign- 38,791 | 28,110 |21,001 | 25,537 |35,355 |48,924 |49,788
born

% of total 37% 20% 14% 19% 25% 33% 33%
population

Total 105,171 | 139,135 | 144,835 | 137,970 | 140,891 | 149,222 | 148,853
population

Source: Table compileasing datafrom the Profiles of New Jers€2006

At the same time the composition of the immigrants has changed. In earlier
literature there was reference to Italian and Jewish immigrtdaetsecent numbers of
foreign born population show higher percentagéHispanic. Data frorthe 2000 Census
and 206 American Community Survey (ACS) confirm the tremelgorted in Profiles of
New Jersey (2006). The ACS survey reported Biaerson had higher percentages of
foreign born residents and higher percentagesfients who speak languages other
than English at hom&aterson city had higher ratios of foreign born and residents who
speak languages other than English at hoonepared tdhe state and national

percentageslable 4.2 shows the comparison.
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Table 4.2: Comparison of population distribution by ethnicity

Paterson City  Passaic County New Jersey

White 31.0% 59.2% 71.0%
African -American 30.6% 12.5% 13.9%
Asian 2.2% 4.8% 7.7%
Hispanic 56.2% 34.3% 15.3%
Language Other than

English Spoken at Home| 60.4% 44.3% 27.4%
Foreign-born 33.2% 27.8% 19.5%

Source: Data compiled using U&ensus Bureau 26(American
Community Survey
The data shows that Paterson has more than asicganyAfrican Americars as
they are in PassaCountyandin New JerseyThe proportion of residents in Paterson
who are foreigrborn is oneandhalf times more than that at the state level. Of the total
33.2% foreigrborn residents in Paterson, 27.3% indicated that they were from Latin
America. The Hispanic residents idergditheir areasf origin as Puerto Rico (16.1%),
the Dominican Republic (10.3%), South America (9.3%), Peru (4.7%), Colombia (3.4%)
and Mexico (3.3%). There were 9.0% Hispanic residents in Paterson who reported their
area of ao i g7l me nAdDattiee majdnity avesfrom Puerto Ridbis
important to note that thesends of foreigrborn in Paterson aisoin line with
national trends and confirmed data from the 2000 U.S. Census.
Paterson also has a growing population of residents whmlestify as Arabs.
According to the Profiles of New Jersey (2006) 2 &%heresidents in Paterson
identified as Arab/Arabic. Paterson has become home to one of the largest population of
Arab immigrants from Lebanon, Palestine, Syria, Jordan and Mordhegresence of

large Arab population was also noted in the 2000 census which reported Paterson as one
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of the cities with more than 100,000 people who indicated an Arab andgs$ryCensus
Bureau, 2000). The diversity of Paterson is also evidencedngmarious parades
organized in the city. These include a Dominican Day Parade, a Puerto Rican Day Parade
and a Peruvian Day Parade. In 1999 the number of Parades increased with the celebration
of the first African American Caribbean Parade Day.

The 2005American Community Survey showéthtthe residents of Patersoity
had lower levels okducation witithelarger percentage having less than a ninth grade
education (19%s opposetb 12% at county and 5% at the state levels). Patérad a
smaller proprtion of residentsvitha bachel or 6s degree or highe
24.1% for the county). The median incomeddrousehold ifPaterson city was $34,987
compared to $51,016 for the county and $61 &nPe state levelhere were more
families makimg less than $14,999 on annual basis, 8.4% compafd%eat county and

4.7% at gatelevel (U.S Censu8ureay 20(®). Graph4.3 showshese comparisons

Graph 4.3: Education levels for PatersonPassaiccounty and NJ state
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Another noticeable feature of the Paterson is the public transportation system.
There are small minibuses that connect Paterson to othelraidew Jerseyand to New
York. Unlike other parts of th&kate where the buses are operated by tdeTxansit
Company with large sizkbuses, in Paterson there are mainly minibuses. These
minibuses are owndaly smaller companies tiy individuals. This kind of transportation
is very much similar to transporiamn means found in other countri@sSouth America
and Africa. The minibuses are stationed at the end of Dr. Martin Luther King Way and
Van Houten Street. In downtown Paterson, you find the train stationJorfdnsit
between Straight Street and MenabBoulevard. On Straight Street you also find
Patersond6s Main Post office. Paterson
College andive high schoolsEastside, John F. Kennedy, Rosa Parks High School of
FineandPerforming Arts International Hgh Schooland Paterson Academy High

School

4.4 Race and ethnic relations in Paterson

The various groups living in Paterson are not homogenous ganapshile all of
them belong to ainority groupin the United Stateshere ha been a history aénsons
betweerthe groupsThe widespread daily that serves Northern Jersey knowheas
Recordbrought to the fore the race and ethnic tensions especially among the African
American,Latinoand Arab groups. One of the stories carried in a seriesiiitiedrse e
and Di hyEldabethoLlorente discussed the tensions between the African
Americans and Hispanic3lie RecordJanuary 25 2004). The report highlighted the

growing tensions as the demographic composition of the city changed.

has
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The Recordhas reportethe history of thesecidences of violence among the
groups especially those thatcuredin high schoolsin October 296, there was a
report that Dominican and Arab students at the John F. Kennedy high school were
involved in a brawl. The paper in@ied that this was the third time fights had broken
during that weekThe RecordOctober 0, 1996). During the same week, Dominican and
African American students at the Eastside high school had also been involved in
violence. The report indicated that while fights were stopped in school, students also
took them offcampus leading to an escalation in the violefibe. incidents have
continued as reported #006whena student of Arab descent was stabbed to death by a
Hispanic youth in what wagewed asa hate crime by the dlim community The
Record January 182006). At the same time the community @sdeaders decried the
split among the youth on ethnic lines both at school and out of school.

Through informal discussions with some residents #éxgyained tle source of
these fightasstemming from need for respectcaimage amongouth from the different
ethnicgroups where each group tries to overpower other groupg.nitted that thee
struggles for position and limited resources extend téatiger population of immigrants
beyond the high school gatédrican American residents were concerrédxbutthe ever
growingLatino populationand fearedhat soon they will be theothinant groupn the
area.The African Americans expressed dislike loé tLatinos who they perceive as
having attitude problem3heir feelings were thatatinos are arrogant and loeéddown
on them An elderly African American mahmet at the store and struck a conversation
with, expressed thatatinowere not fond oAfrican Americans and they extended their

discrimination to business practicéte noted thatvhenthe Latinos move into an area
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they refuse to conduct business with anyoneeisept withtheir ownpeople As a
result this kills African American businessdd atinos move into their neighborhoods
and that causes anger and hatred.

TheLatinoresidents viewed the situation differently. During informal discussions
they argued that they do not look down on Black people, some even mentioned they have
friends who & African immigrantsTheypointed out that they try as much as possible to
minimize contact with Jamaicans and African Americ&sswe conversed informally
with a Mexican immigrant, hagreed that relatiorsetweerLatinos andAfrican
Americanswerestrained but not because thatinos look down on theé\frican
Americansbut because African Americans harass thdmrecounted incidents where
Latinoresidents arallegedly harassed and robdsdAfrican Americans; hemphasied
that most of the earningebbedare from odd jobs at minimum wage. He concluded that
African Americans argalousof theLatinos. On the other hand, thAfrican Americans
consider themselves friendly to thatinos andattributed the allegations thatino
discuss as stereotypésccording to theAfrican American contacts | spoke with
informally, they believed thatatinos harbor mistrust as a result of thergotypeand
lack respect foAfrican Americans and it is for this reason ttiegywere not friendly
with theLatino.

There is ro doubtthatthe question of economic inequality surfaces in the
discussions foracial and ethnic tensiorislindiola, Niemann and Rodrigue2002. The
tension between BlaskandLatino can be viewe@s an economic issue and a struggle for
the scarceesources. There is a perception thatLiwno workers and other immigrant

workers will work harder than the African Americans and hence employerbenay
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inclined to pass over African Americapplicants Immigrant workers have also been
known to work br lower wages and make fewer demands on their employers since they
are less aware of their rights. Immigrants groups are also known to have more developed
informal networks and therefore will tend to bring in friends and family to a job thus
ensuring a aatinuous supply of labor for employers. As such, the African Americans
now face @scrimination not only againsthitesbut alsoagainst other minority groups.

All'in all, the prejudices aexpressed through the informal contacts seergd
strong withndther group seeking to understand the circumstances of the lo¢inee
silently buildng up perceptions abowach other. Theensions among the groups are also
extended tgolitical arena where the campaigns for African Americanlaatoho
candidates areery intense. Paterson saw its first mayor from a minority group was an
African American Mayor Martin G. Barne®lected inl997through a special election
andre-elected in 1998or a full term In 2002, Paterson elected its first Hispanic mayor,
Jose Tares. Some political analysts attributed the outcome of the election to the fact that
Mayor Barnes was under federal investigation at the time on charges of carruptio

This politicaloutcome waseflective of theLatino community abiliy to mobilize
politically. It could also be linked torgumentdy informal African American contacts
thatthe Latinos seek tareplace African Americans as the dominant minority gr&uyzh
a scenario impésthat many of the privilegesvhich African Americans have largely
enjoyed so farwould devolveto theLatinas. Other fears include the supposition that
immigrants tend to accelerate the deterioration in provision of social sesvicess

public education, undercut wagesid compet&ith African Americans for the wgkilled
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jobs. Sincd_atincs formthe larger group of immigrantd)e tensions betweekfrican
Americans and.atinos have tendedtbe more pronounced and visible.

While most of the reported tensions were between Latinos and African
Americans, there wer@me incidents of violence among other grodpgee Record
reported rivalries between Jamaican and Hispanic studek#stside High Schqol
whereby thestudentavereunable to get along even when tivegreon the same school
soccer teamlIthe RecordNovemler 02 1997).Besides, these historical incidents more
recent incidents were related to the tensions with the Middle Eastekadate as
January 200@he media was reporting ethriensions in the high schoasnong youths
of Arab descen&ind other grops.The Muslim community especially those from Middle
East hae been subject to tensions in the commyagihce thed/11terrorist attacksThis
is more so in Paterspwhich was subjedb intense scrutiny sindewas alleged thadt
least two of the spected hijackers had rented an apartment on Union Avenue in
PatersonHowever, the tensions are not entirew,asevenbefore9/11 the Mislim
communityhad beerexposed to hate criraeFor example, in September 1995 the
Passaic Islamic center in thedEside of Paterson was attacked; the windows were
smashed and the walls facing the prayer hall were sprayed with gi@ittiRecord
Septembel 8 1995). Another building that had been proposedMsiglim community
center for youth was burned down in gsterious fire in 2005T(he RecordJuly 28
2005). In the pst 9/11 era the Mslim community has reached outdinermembers of

the community, have invited naviuslim members to the mosques in a bid to allay the

publicbs fear s abhavetevenshaeed to offaranbre seimbnsie s .

English and develop intdaith relations The RecordNovember 16 2001).

The
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Throughout these informal discussions, there was no mention of tensions between
the dominant groups and the African immigrants. Thereanasticeable silence about
their relations. It was as though they e@ot part of theict y6s I ssues. At
while the discussion in this chapter Hasused orthe dominant groupi® general one
must acknowledge that there existanand integroup differences. For example, among
the Latino community, there are tensions basedountries obrigin. There are intense
disputes especially when it comes to political mobilization and election of the candidates
to run for office Among the MiddleEasterners there are differenbetweerthe Arabs
and the Turks.

In general, Paterson, The Silk City, has a rich history as one of the old industrial
cities in United States that achieved great status. It was also the site of historic labor
unrest and sa eventual decline. Efforts to revive the city have been initiated and the
immigrant community is involetin the revival of the city. This is not a surprise or new
concept since the glory of the early Paterson City was also built by immighkadtérom
the observations discussed in this chapter especially the many businesses run by the new
immigrants it is evident that the new immigrardase currently involved in urban renewal.

In addition, theresidents of Patersavho have Wed therdor many yearexpressed their

love for the city andheir commitment to remain iRaterson

t
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CHAPTER FIVE
REASONS FORMIGRATION AND
INITIAL IMMIGRATION EXPERIENCES

This chaptebegins tgpresent my primary research findings. The first part of the
chaptemprovidesanoverview of the reasons participants migrated. This is followed by a
detailed discussion of the reasons focusin
Kenya or fApull o factors from the United St
deteriorating eonomic conditions, lack of higher educational opportunities, political
changes and visa policies and regulations.
in encouraging participants toigrate is also discussed The Apul | 6 factors
Stateswhich encouraged participants to move included the availability of existing
contacts in thé&nited Statesflexibility of the education system, the attractiveness of
United Statesis an Englistspeaking country and immigration policies. The findings a
based on both interviews with participants and participbservations during activities

organized by Kenyan immigranfBhe names usdtkereare all pseudonyms.

5.1 Overview of reasons to move

Participantscited multiplereasons for coming to the ited Statesad rated
multiple reasons as primary. As shown ira@h5.1 32 participants 084%of the sample
mentionedhe search for financial opportunities as one of themaryreasons for
coming to the United States. The next most frequent respassthe search for

education with 24 (63%pnly three or eight percent of the samplentioned they came
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to United States to reunite with their families. Twenty participants gave multiple

responses as to the reasons for coming to the United States.

Graph5.1:Par t i c irepsamns foiscOming to U.S. (Total responses= 59%)

100%
84%
80% -
63%
60% -
40% -
20% -
8%
0% | | .
Financial opportunities Search for educatior Family reunification

* There were participants who gave more than one reason

During the interviews itvasapparent that the reasons participayatge for
coming to the United States did not maticabasis of theitravelvisas. Since travel
visas are categorized by the reasons an individual intends to travel, participants were
asked what type of visa they had used. An analysis of the visa on which they traveled
showed that the majority of partiepts, 23 (61%) traveled on student visas. This
suggests that most of the participants provided different reasons for visa purposes
compared to the reasons they discussed during the interGea5.2 shows the
distribution of participants by their visgpe. From thegraph only three(8%)
participants traveled on business visas compared with 32 (84%) who stated in their

interviews that they came to United States in search of financial opportunities.
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Graph 5.2: Distribution of participants by visa type (N=38)

Business, 8% Students,
n=3 61%
n=23

Visitors, 16%
n=6

DV lottery,
5% n=2

Join spouse,
11%
n=4

These findings suggest that while the search for financial opportunities was the
driving motivation for most of the participants, the number who came to United States on
business visas did not compare. The number of student visas was affhbstreds more
than business visas. Given the discussions by participants, one possible explanation might
be related to the restrictive visa regulations. Participants explained that while they leave
Kenya for economic reasons, the restrictive visa regulathinder them from stating
their economic ambitions openly. As such, many travel as students with themtént
pursuing economic opportunities. As Kariukimanin his late thirties and in the United
States for fifteen years said:

For me | knew thd this [coming to United States] was it. | was sure that | could

make it in America. Before | succeeded to get my visa | had tried several times. |

tried coming with some churaroupbut| was amongome ofthe people who

were cut off the list. You knowdw it is. The organizerput their famiy
members and friends on top of fiet. There wasikabila[tribalism/nepotisr
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and so | ended up being taken off the list so that someone can put their friend or
family. | knew nobody in those high positionsispuesst hat 6 s what happ:
Thenl tried getting a visa to atteral business exhibition that was being organized
here but theequirementst the embassy were just crakgould not show that
had the requiredmount of money dnavesuch businesses sodtdeft out again.
Then | tried as a student and was lucky, so after many attempts | made it. | never
gave up because | knew one day | will come to America.
It was also clear through the interviews that the pucdgtiucation and economic
opportunitiesvere linked. Whether here or in Kenya, participants discussed how they
considered education as a means for economic betterment. Participants emphasized that
for someone to be successful in the United Stitey needed to have some level of

education, pferably college, to avoid being stuck in desmdl jobs and have a decent

income to sustain oneself and family back in Kenya.

5.1.1Immigrants dperceptions and expectations

Many of the participants discussed their lives in Kenya before coming to the
United States. They explained how they watchedfalbdas economic opportunities
seemed to diminish ddyy day. The prospects of life in the United States seeaneth
answer to their dreams and ambitions. They explained in great detail their expectations
and dreams of how their economic situation would improve in the United States. They
narrated the romanticized i mages they had
The prevailing notions about United States before #@mlparkedn their immigration
procesgelied heavily on their perceptions of the possibilitiesariing more money,
improving their living conditions and hang a better lifein general

According to the participantgheir fundamental goal was survival and they

strongly believed tat they would achieve ity coming to the United States. Their views
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were evident through the words they used to describe their reasons for coming to the

United States. They used words suclias n s ear ch of better | ifebo
thereiseveryti ngo, #Ait is everybodyds dream to cc
educationo, fAmoney, money, moneyo, amdtired

Asuccess. 0 The use of these words reflecte
United Statesvould change their liveS.heir premigration views were shaped by the

images of through the media, including popular culture in Kemyages of Hollywood
celebrities;American television shows seen on Kenyan TVs and exaggerated stories of
success toldyearlier immigrants.

Thirty-nine year old Karimi who has lived in thenited State$or sixteen years,
sounded happwhen she explained to me that:

| came here for better opportunities, more moaey bettethings.You know all

the stories about Amea when you are baek home.People tell you that life is

goodin America;friends tell you it is goodthemedia also showsnly good

things about Americand so all you can dream about is the great life in America.

There is always this comparison betwd&nya and America and Amerisaems

so much betterjausé always, America is always better.

Virtually all participants explained that at the time of their coming to the United
States, they were convinced that thateld Statesvas far better than Keya. This belief
provided them with the impetus to migrate. They explained that it was the notion of a
better life in the Wited Statesompared to the difficult economic situation in Kenya that
pushed them to actively seek to change their life situatidrer image of United States
was of a place where dreams come true and everything is possible, and thus they made

their decisions to move. The participants also noted that the stereotypes of United States

were very persuasive, and regardless of any atieges portrayed, the one of better life
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stood out. The statements by tweptght year old Ali, in the bited State$or seven
years reealed such perceptions. He said:
People talked about how difficult life was in UBey would sayhat youmight
not cet a job, that life is hard, stuff like that. | mean, most of it is {laeghing
nowthatl know better. But | thi ralkthosehat at t
things | wanted to leave Kenyamean, | asked myseteveral timesgould U.S.
be wose than Kenya? So | came because | thought things will be better even
though som@eople had told mstories about U.Shatwere really scary. And
now | know theyweretrue, but | could not believe them at the time.
These findings suggest that many af tnmigrants make the decision to migrate based
on fNexpectationso rather than fiactual 0 ben
perceived benefits regardless of any contrary or tangible evidence about United States.

Participants reported that they catagéhe United Statdsecausehey expected better life

prospects.

5.2 Push factors in Kenya
5.2.1 Economic challenges in Kenya
According to the participants their search for financial opportunitiéseibnited
States was occasioned by the detenogatconomic conditions in Kenya. Kariuki, in his
late thirtieswho has been in the United States for fifteen years, explained the situation
very clearly when he said:
At the beginning thenitumba[secondhand clothes businegsjas doing very
well. So fa some timeashorttime, life was okaybut after thatt was really
difficult. The money | made could not meet my expenses. | was sharing a house
with some other guys, my mother and younger siblings relied on me for their
school, food and other needs.&xday | sat down and sdwldly, fi t ngsicannot

go onthisway, life hastochangé! | was not yet married ar
anything [sighs of exasperatipBy the way | hagustfinished Form Four and

° Mitumba rders to secondand clothing business which was a booming industry in the early 1980s. Most
of the clothes are imported from countrgegh adJnited States, Britain, Germany and others.
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had passed the exams adild not get a job.\en if | had gotten a job as a

teached would still nothavemet my needsThe salary for teachevgas pathetic

and | wondered how people manageédvas a miracleAnyway, | knewthatl had

to do something. So | started strategizing. | had some relativesvere in the

U.S. but we were not clogend because | knew thiqeir families were doing well

| decidedto rekindle the relations so that they can help me to ¢comenerica.l

knew that | would make more money in America, and decided there andh#éten t

if the money was in Americ#hen that is where | should de&knew | had to get to

America[emphasis origindl
Background to the economic situation in Kenya

About half, 17 (45%) of the participants had been in the United States for over ten
yearsanddiscussedhn detail thefrustrations theyradexperiencedvhile still in Kenya as
a result of the declining economvlany of them alludetb the realitythat the economic
situation contributed to their decision to move. Kersyajlar tomany develomg
countries was plagued withdeclining economic situation during the 1980s. In its early
years of independence in 1963, Kenya had experiencedstedgy or growindevels of
economic development. The decline in economic conditions in the late d289=d
extreme frustration. This was coupled by widespread government mismanagement,
inefficient policiesand practicebogged down by widespread corruption, tribalism, and
nepotism.

These feelings were supportedeyayived he pa
at the decision to come to United States. Nyamweya, in his late fifties who has been in
the United States for five years explained the sibmaiti the following words:

| had been working for many years. | was a deputy headmaster in the swool a

have been teaching for a long time. When | married my wife and everyone else

thought that was the star in the Nage laughg. Every woman wanted me to

marry them because | was a teacher. Dur
you. You people 08-4-4'° do not know anything. Did you see Kenyatta? Do you

108.4-4 is the current education system in Kemgsich was startedn 1985 It consists of eight years of
primary education, four yeaof secondary school and four years of college. fite@ious #4-2-3 system
had seven years of primary education, four secondar



100

know Kenyatta? [researcher responds]. When Moi came to power he was also

good but after people tried to overthro
Corruption, corruption, everything went down. Yoaould not get anything.

Sometimes even your salary can go missing. | was supposed to get owner

occupiert* but | had to bribe people to get it. Imagine, and it is my house. | said

no! é aAwhatwlid you want to knowpdgusé¢ Why | came to America?

Becaise | had to feed my familfl had not come to Ameri ca
could have happendd my family. It is not easy to wake up one morning and

leave your country. When | was leaving | was already an old man. You know |

already had a family, wifehildren, motherand peopldack home. It is not easy,

but | had to do it otherwise | was not helping myself. | was a teacher and before |

left Kenya, | talked with my priest for a long time. Many times | almost changed

my mind but my wife would say toen, 1 o k a y ,ou dtay buiwhatwgilb od vy
we e aotv Xibbwelpday for the secondary fees and another child in Russia?

How? How? So | got up at my age, and left my wife and children behind. The
economic situation back home was so bad. When | explaietpaung people

they dondt understand t hi sthingsemveramos e when
thisway. It was much better but Moi ruined the country.

The participantsdé views of the economy
reports. For examplannud per capita income in Kenya declined from Kes. 18,695%
271) in1990 toKes. 16,491 (US$ 239) in 200dth the number of people living in
poverty in Kenya estimated to have risen from 48% of the population in 1990 to 56% of
the population in 2002 (U.®ept of Commerce, 2004).he countryds econor
performance in terms of real GDP growth slowed from 2.3 percent in 1997 to below zero
((1.1) in 2000. Ten years ago, when Kenyados
were able to find jobs and make a ligim Kenya. As the economy deteriorated and
people were faced with great uncertainty and very limited economic opportunities, more
peopleemi gr ated in search of economic opportun

assertions that as the economic caadg in Kenya declined, more people felt the need

level secondary education and three years of colkegmiversity. The 84-4 system has been heavily
criticized for overworking students and providing lower quality education.

™ Owneroccupier was a housing allowance provided to employees who lived in treinames as
opposed to renting and was based on the value of the home.
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to move in search of better economic opportunifiedle5.3 shows the economic

conditions and corresponding numbers of immigrants to the United States.

Table 5.3 Key economicmdicators and immigrants to U.S.19972003

Indicator 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Kenyads re 23 1.8 1.4 15 3.1 4.4 5.5
Growth (factor cost)

Kenyabds re -01 -0.7 -1.1 -1.0 0.7 2.1 3.4
per capita

Number of Kenyan 1,387 1,696 1,412 2,210 2,514 3,207 3,216
immigrants to U.S.

**Economic data derived from IMF data on Kenya Economic and Financial

performance indicatord003and immigration data derived frotine 2004

Yearbook of immigration statistics by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security
5.2.2Limited of educational opportunities in Kenya

The search foguality education in higher institutions of learning because of the
declire in both number of institutions andality of education in Kenya provided for
both Apusho ancbncarpingeddcadiion. Almastuvmethinds (§3%) of the
participants stated that their reason for coming to the United States was in search of
education an@3 (61%) entered the United States as students. These numbers confirmed
that the pursuit of educational opportunities wasmportant motivation for immigrants
to come to the United States.

At the same time participants considered the search for education a major push
factor, as they explained the decline of the education system in Kenya. Nyamweya, in his
late fifties whohas been in the Utaeid States five years said that:

| am an old man now andhhve been in the education field for a long time, as a

studentteacher, headmaster, you name it. When we got independence things

were different. Those who wanted to go to sclomaild find schools and attend,

there were even forcing people to go to school. Later on, things changed, and the

story became .tbhstanted with Secondary sctoalsa Parents had
to now run around looking for schools for their childrerewlthey finish primary



102

school and many of them missed slots in secondary schools. | could say it got
worse in the 1990s, at that time there were more students than secondary schools.
I wi || not even talk about t hw®ryandi ver si
the situation was worse. Children finish secondary school and they have passed
the exams but the universities cannot accommodate all of them, what do you
expect parents to do? It was because of these shortages that encouraged
corruption, what dgou expect? When there are many people and the Form one
slots*? are very few, people begin to collect money to give your child a slot for
Form 1. People haveowhere to take their childrempkes gestures of
desperatioh See! | tell you thais the time vinen people started taking their
children to India, Russia and other places but mostly it was India. | think it was
because India was cheaper and now America has taken the first position.
Similar views were expressed by other participants who providesl gfathe history of
the education system in Kenya. These views were mainly from the older participants who
tended to compare the early independence years to more recent years when a major
decline in educational facilities and opportunities occurred.
At independence, eradicating illiteracy was one of the three focus areas the post
colonial government embarked on as outlined in its sessional paper of I963.
driving force for education expansion at the time of independence was occasioned by the
mass exods of the British and other expatriates for fear of retaliation for their misdeeds
during the period of colonization. The new government needed people to fill the white
collar positions left vacant and therefore, embarked on an accelerated process of

devebping human capital, training the higkdiilled staff whichKenya needed. Most of

these jobs were located in the urban areas, and many people after completion of their

12 Education system in Kenya consists of a primary school referred to as standard 1 through 8 (probably the
equivalent of elementary school in U.S probably Gra@¢ dnd secondary scbbForms 14 (equivalent of

high school in U.S. Grade 22). Throughout the study these are the terms that participants used when

discussing levels of education. The earlier education system was basdeleB for primarysecondary

advanced secondaopllege. The advanced secondary school was referred to as Form 5 and 6.

BAs outlined in the Sessional Paper No. 10 of 1965
in Kenyaodo, this planning docume ntyantliditeracg. €hdseawvare t he er
identified as the greatest challenges to development at the timetk@tyyears later these areas still

remain major challenges for Kenyads devel opment.
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education left their rural areas and migrated to the urban areas to geteoWaitgobs.
Onyango in his late thirties and in thaitéd Statesor nine years explained that the idea
of formal education in Kenya was always linked to employment in the urban areas.
| know what the main problem in Kenya is. People always think that you must g
a whitecollar job. Everyone who finished school moved to Nairobi. Then there
were no jobs for everyone and Adneducated
work. That is why we ended up with many unemployed people. The education
system taught people that amyou reached Form Four you start to think that you
are very educated and therefore must work in an office.
Therefore, the participants expressee ideahat the government was
responsible for perpetuatimgo v er al | i deol ogy atdwaytto feducat.
success and success was defined as working in an office and havingawhitd ar j ob, ¢
as thirtyeight year old Wanjiku in the ited State$or eleven years concluded. These
participants6 observations aethhtKdnyssplasesi on s
on formal education and its association with increased earnings and improved life. These
perceptions did not change despite changes in the material reality of(pdivple
especially in the 1980s whdime highest rates of educatademployed were recorded.
Education completion rates were outpacing employment creation and there were no jobs
to absorb all those who completed their schooling. The large pool of educated people
with no jobs created a major strain on the urban resourbesproblem was compounded

by the fact that elementary and high schools had expanded exponentially while university

educatioal resources remained stagndfit.

1t is important to mention that while the colonial administratiod kater the Kenyan government

focused heavily on promotion of formal education, these opportunities were not equally distributed. The
concen was and continues to be tlsaime parts of Kenya especially those inhabited by the nomadic
pastoralists have be@marginalized in the provision of education. Such areas include the North Eastern
parts of Kenya and parts of Northern parts of Rift Valley.
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Consequently, many high school graduates could not find placement into the few
public universitis. Attempts to expand admission rates in the universities only led to a
decline in the quality of education. By the 1990s the public universities were in a state of
decline and were faced with problems ranging from poor salaries for faculty, lack of
teachng and/or research facilities, lack of opportunities for career development for
faculty especially in the areas of research and publishing, the government infringement
on academic freedom, political persecutiomjited funding, poor management,
corruptionto nepotism. The education system was in a crisis and even the changes in
education system directed by President Moi dawdt ameliorate the situation.

Given the situation of education system in Kenya and the unchanging ideology
about formal educatiomany people started to pursue their educatiambitions
beyond the Kenyan borders. Many skilled workers including nurses, academicians and
engineers moved to South Africa, Botswana, Lesotimited States, United Kingdom
and many others in search of lv®ods for themselves and their families. The
participants highlighted concerns about the poor quality of education despite the
willingness of people to go to school and lack of employment opportunities after
completion of their education. As indicatedKipkirui, in his late twenties and in the
United States for seven years:

Okay this is what | think. We have the best education system. You may not agree

with me. But i magineé we dondédt have man

work hard. Letmetelyomost of the students who com
struggle in their studies, yes there are a few differences but once you overcome

t he new t iyueadgnakés souhtmplysmg smooth sailingl don 6t

struggle very much in class here in U.S., wheaee some of the Americans really
struggl e. I think the reason | dondt st
Oureducatiorsystem is really rigoroysh, men, the things we learn in secondary

schoos back in Kenyareuniversity stuff heren America. We may not have

many fancy buildings, many books and all the supports but the education system
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does a good job as it is. Imagine if tHegd the facilities America hagdstures

with eyes and hanils
The desire for better educational opportuniteesnprove the chances of employment led
to increased competitiveness in education.
competitive edge locally in Kenya and even globally, sought to reach their goals through

acquisition of Western education.

Educational levels of the participants

The valuethat Kenyans placen formal education was confirmed by the
education level reported by this group of participants. Findings on the education levels of
participants showed that more than half the particgphad some college education
acquired either itheU.S.or in Kenya. Thegraphbelow shows the education level of the

participants.

Graph 5.4: Participants level of education levelsN=38)
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Five percent of the participants reported that they hadcesatiege education,
this number specifically referred to those participants who had attended college at some
point butmaynot beactively pursuing college education at the time of the research. That
means that they had either taken some time off or reezealuating their study
objectivesDuring the study a number of participants pointed out that they had noticed
that more and more Kenyan students were dropping out of college due to financial
difficulties. However, at the time of the research the qoastif when was the last time
the participants had been registered for classes was not asked and as such it was not

possible to assess the time lag or get a sense of drop out trends.

5.2.3Contacts with Kenyan students already in U.S. institutions

The marticipants who came as studergportechow other Kenyan immigrants
already studying in the ited State$iadfacilitated their admissioto and registratiom
schoolsin the United State<Of all the 23 participants who reported they came on student
visas 200r 87% were admitted to undergraduate collegethrek orl3%to graduate
studies. Even though none of the participants had come in the post 9/11 period, the
participants felt that the stringent visa regulations after 9/11 and a wave-of anti
immigraion sentiments may discourage potential students. hakgvedthat fewer
students were choosing United States as their destination.

There was consensus among the participants that when one is better educated,
they are better elgngespnaexpgand tieeir dppodunitiek. iTHee 6 s

participants also seemed to agree that the ideology in Kenya is one whereby formal
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education is linked to whiteollar employment. One participant, Onyango, in his late
thirties and irthe United State$or nine years pointed out that:

You see these same people who finished Form Four and refused to do manual

jobs in Kenya, come here in the United States and comfortably take on those jobs

with no complaih Yo u t e |work foreSecuricor geadm@ Securityrin]

in Kenya but | come to the U.S. and tak
In his discussions Onyan@tso explained that given the cost of living in Kenya and

United Statesthe pay maye comparabldn addition, e acknowledged that warig

conditions in both places are very differantd emphasized the monetary rewards

5.24 Changes in political situation in Kenya
While none of the participants explicitly mentioned political reasons for leaving
Kenya, they implicitly discussed thelationship between political situation and the
decisions to move. Both Kamau, who is tweniye years old, and Cherono who is in her
late fifties alluded to political reasons during their interviesv&en though they did not
out-rightly include politicsas a reason for coming to the United States. Kamau who has
been in the United States faven years said that:
| am not sure about politics in Kenya but one thing is obvious, they are all corrupt.
It is basically because of the levels of corruption anmoigicians that Kenya is
inthe mess thatweseenove B n 6t stand it, thatods why
Kenya politics. It is all one and the same thing corruption through and through
[makes sounds of disgust]. People leave, especially if you cad @ffehy stay
in a place where you candét get anything
got a chance | left too and | am sure many peoplette leavetheyj ust donot
have the opportunity.
Cherono has been in the ithd States for six years said:
Cherono: How do you explain that all the lecturers, professors, engineers, all the

educated people leave, anyone who is somebody gets up and leave? There must
be something. For some of these people it is not even the money, because they
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can make the money Kenya. They are annoyed about some things in Kenya.

You know their stories, everybody knew but nobody could talk because people
were afraid of what will happen to them. It was a bad situation. The people who
tried to say s o méKkndwifonsyre many peopld heeerina s s e d
America who got politicadsylum;they ran away because they were afraid. You
know what | am talkingbout;it was not a joke people were killed. At one time |

was very worried even for my family.

Researcher:Did this hawe anything to do with your moving?

Cherono:l doné6t want to talk about it
about something else, something nice.

The participantsd remar ks suggest that
situation but felpowerless Their statements implied that people may have left because
they were afraid andowerless The participantso6 disillusio
Kenya could be summarized in Kamauds words
politicians who exploit the people, they own everything. They loot government money to
increase their control. The more they |dbe more control they have to getelected, it
is a cycle and people are stuck witl it.o
in Kenyaod6s political history that | ead up
Nyamweyain his late fifties explained:

When Moi came to powehe was also good but after people tried to overthrow

him in 1982 he became a monster. After that attéadpcoup he changed and

things became difficult, policeggular polic¢ and the C.1.D [Criminal

Investigation Department, thevestigative division of police that operates mostly

as undercover poli¢evere out everywhere. It became very difficult to say

anythingagainst the government and hdj] started to surround himself with his

own people. The peo grabbingit’dandbthey wagtbdito i n st

get rich quickly and that is how things changed in Kenya.

The participantdsdoeéxprcesshensiishnodeg of

situation and how the political situation became intolerable and forced people to move

®f Gr abbi nwgrd thavwas commonly used to refer to corrupt acquisition ofdampdoperty.
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out of Kenyat® Even though the participants claimed they were not interested in Kenyan
politics, during their interviews thesevealed that they were epdate on the current
political events happening in Kenya. One participant refecehce Pr esi dent Ki b
comments when he took over power. Forar old Musembi who had been in the
United Statesor fifteen years said the fowing:

Maybe now with Kibaki people will go back. Well, there are things he has tried to

do but there are still many problems, but remembeetried to include the learned

[sic|] people who have left the country. Actually it was very funny becausaidhe s

that nit is safe to come back home and

have returned and got good jobs, but most people are going to do business. So

people are now returning and | bet if things get better more people will go home.

Kenya is god and if it is wellmanaged, | am sure many peopkfé¢rring to

immigrants in U.§.would rather be in Kenya.

The participants were not optimistic ab
problems. At least forty percent of the participants (n=15) thaigihteven a change in
regi me would not solve Kenyaods political p
that the change in regimeowld bring positive change in Keny@hey expressed
optimism that the country0sTheresboitbemi ¢ si t ua

participants were not sure but they hoped that the political situation would change for the

better.

5.25 Attitude towards risk and trust in divine intervention
During the interviews many participants indicated that it was God who rhade i
possible for them to come to the United States. This was stated at various times when
they described different immigration experiences. Various expression€ | udi ng 1§ Go ¢

made it possible for medo, AGod opeased t he

16 See AppendiD for political history of Kenya.
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good and | got ito, fAGo.dbhikisrmowvsaylthatwhe ul d c¢c o me
participants weréevoutlyreligious, since some of them even indicated that they were
not practicing Christians but they expressed a strong belief in a supremeTadiad.5

shows the distribution of participants by their stated religious affiliations

Table 55: Distribution of participants by religious affiliation (N=38)

Religious affiliation as reported by participants | N (%)
Catholic 9 (24%)
Protestant 8 (21%)
SeventhDay Adventist (SDA) 5 (13%)
African InlandChurch (AIC) 3 (8%)
Pentecost 1 (3%)
Anglican 1 (3%)
OtherChristiandenominations 4 (10%)
No affiliation 7 (18%)
Total 38

Participants expressed gratitude to God for theireagiments and fahe
opportunityto be inthe United States. Fortyree year old Kyalo, in the United States for
twenty years said the following:

It was bad and anyway to tell you the tru
f or 0 me away hcgnte Jto,Amdritaand settled and was able to help people

home, | can only say it is God. | never thought, eeh honestly, even people in my

village they can tell you, we were the poorest. We haibod, the headmaster

helped me with bursary to finisketsool. People say there is no God, me | know there

is God because even here in America, everything | have achieved is not easy. People
come here and get lost and never do anything for their peomeespdayl wake up

and thank God. Even the way | goy witizenship, Maria | tell you God is good. That

is why | do all | can to help some other people back home, because | know God put

me here for a reason.

Participants expressed these sentimaatessagegroups gender or length of stay.

Wanjiku, a womanwho is 38 years old and in Uad States for eleven years said:
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| thank God for many things, even though | suffé&now there are people back

home, they are in bad shape. Just being

t hough | don 0 tetinge@andtalbthat Ihemendbér my rhother uded
to sing aMusgunigweanmb ouGod i s good] and

Sunday school. Sometimes when | sit down and | am thinking things over, | hear

we

the song in my head. .Tohatdés funny, but

Itis possiblethat he partici pantsd belief in divi

authority was invoked in times of uncertainty. While these expressions seem to point to

the strong conviction about the power beyond human influence, participants alsednarrat

in detail their own efforts to overcome in difficult situations. The participants described
various activities they had undertaken and the support they received from friends and
family. Yet, at the end of their stories they would always attribute shiecess to God.
None of the participants candidly mentioned that it was their ability to take risks that
enabled them to overcome adversity or that they considered themselvekeisKT heir
attitude towards risk taking behavior is expressed throughttbst and belief in divine
intervention.

The acknowledgement of a supreme being who controls things bbyorzoh
control and the neacknowledgement of their role in their own success may be a
reflection of their philosophy of life. It may be referriedas a philosophy of hope that
offers optimism to potential immigrants even those witlsgnificantresources. For
people in difficult situations such a philosophy suggests that therepstiatial to

succeed even whesituations seem hopeless be@atieere is possibility of intervention

from a supreme being who is not under human control. This could also be linked to their

value system. While there is no hegemonic African or Kenyan value system, most of the

people believe in a supreme being who aaatthe order of things. It also offers hope to



112

potential immigrants. The sentiments reveal that although many of the Africans have
converted to Western religions, they still embraspects ofheir cultural beliefs, which
continue to permeate through itheveryday lives. The sentiments also reveal the ways
that immigrants havicorporatedheir cultural beliefanto theirWesternizedeligious

beliefs and practices to fit their specific situations

5.3 Pull factors in United States
5.3.1 Availability of existing socialcontacts in the United States

When the participants were asked the question whethgihad existing contacts
who assisted them in making the trip to the United Statesf #iiemanswered in the
affirmative. Table5.4 shows the disbution of who the primary contact in the United
States was for this group of first generation immigrants from Kenya. The responses
showed that family and friend networks were mentioned most frequently as primary

contacts.

Table 5.6: Par t i ciap/aanthcssdn thp U.5. i=38)

Frequency (N) Percent (%)

Relative 15 39.5%
Friend 12 31.6%
Spouse/partner/fiancé(e) 5 13.2%
Business contacts 4 10.5%
No contact 2 5.3%

Total 38 100%

While only 3 (8%) of the participants had stated thay came for purposes of

reuniting with their families, many participants discussed in detail how their decision to
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come to United States was influenced by the fact that they knew someone mtdte U
States Relatives and friends accounted for 71.1%tbé contacts participanksad as they
plannedio come to the United States. Participant after participant explained how well the
people who were in the United States were doing and they hoped to do likewise. The
story was similar regardless of participgrd age, gender or | ength ¢
participants expressed how they wanted todraparable téhe peopleéhey knewhere in
the United States. Twentyine year old Kamau, who had been in United States for seven
years, explained his story saying:
My main reason for coming was to study. | had also heardhiéd States is
where everything is available. | had cousins who were here already, about seven
of them and | was sure that there was good lifgnited States. | chose the
United States because &t relatives here and from what | had seen and heard of
them they were doing pretty well and they were also helping the people back at
home and | was hoping | could do the same.
Friends were considered important as initial contacts when participanéstodhe
United States. As Onyango, in his late thirties and in thieed Stateor nine years at
the time of the study said:
| met this girl and she was from U.S and we talked and she told me she will get
me college admission and then | can join her be. Mmén, my first degree | got
it from India. Say when | came back to Kenya | got a job with Kenya Wines

Agency Limited, you know, KWAL. | was doingell, | was a salesperson and |
had my own company caseehere now | am struggling in U.S working insga

stations and all thaté So this girl she
style | said | have to go to U.S. We talked and she said she will make plans for
me to come.

Business contacts were also consecsgiensed | mp

to move to United States. Cherono, a woman in her late fifties and in United States for six

years at the time of the studyica
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| knew deep inside me that life in America was good. So when the people
organized for me to come to the exhibitohk, hew t hat my ti me had
When they come to Kenya, they bring such beautiful things and that was what |
wanted. | wanted to come here and get those things myself and take them back to
Kenya and selll was planning to be rich like them, or even richer.
There was al so ampil gr &tvii@dred cwewhef elliiy hmew i mr
received by earlier ones and eventually they too invite and accommodate newer
immigrants. Thirtyeight year old Wanjiku who has been in the United States for eleven
years athe time of the study explained in detail how she came to the United States.
First it was me, | was the first one to corard then arranged for my brother to
come here to school. After my brother came, | then made plans for my sister also
to come. My sster came but she moved to Indiana and she brought her boyfriend,
so they moved together. Then before my brother moved he invited bhotas
[sibling] to come to Americaso most of my family is now here in America. My
cousins came, my nieces, namenthéhey are all over America now.
Other participants also traced similar patterns of connections, being invited to
United States and in turn inviting others. There were only two participants (5.3%) who
mentioned that they did not know people in the UWhi¢ates at the time of coming to
United States. The two participants stated that ttmitacts with United States were
through the educational institutions they were coming to join. And upon their arrival they
went directly to the educational institut®they were coming to join. One of them said
t hey were met at-antbtdhree eati ¢ poaenvibge ap rioneieded
other one, fortyear old Kyalo, had a different story to tell about arriving in the United
States not knowing anyone. Hashbeen in the United States for twenty years and he
recalled his arrival experiencetime United States stating:
When | came here | was alone, | did not know anybody. | told you | was supposed

to go to Canada but él [diedanedstesuntisesoedlu se of
So | went to the school and started school, but then when summer came | was
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homeless. Believe it or not | was homeless. | had to leave the school coz when |
came | was staying in school but during summer the school closes and everyone
goes homeSo wherthe summercame | decided to come to New York and
believe itor not | livedonthestreeés. | came t o New York bec
that there are many Kenyans in New York and that is what | was looking for. |
needed to know where | céind someone who can help me. | was lucky, very
lucky | say. One day | saw some people on the street and they were talking
Swabhili and | went over to them and introduced myself, from there we became
friends, the truth is we actually became brothers.
Thepatrticipants also reported maintaining high levels of interaction with the people they
initially had contact with, even though some relations were reported to have gone sour.
Such experiences reinforce the importance of existing social contacts for imis igmnal

this was not any different for this group of participants.

5.3.2 Reunion with family

Under the 1965 United States Immigration and Nationality Act (P 1238,
new immigrants can be admitted on the basis of kinship ties. Since then, inonigrat
through family reunification accounts for approximatel§/@ the annual immigration
intake (USCIS, 2004 ¥or this group of participants there were extensive discussions
highlighting the role of family in their decisions to migraa. such, it waswgprising
thatthere were only three participants (8%) wkportedthat they came to the United
Stateson family reunification groundswo of them were womeiBased on the responses
from participants onpossible explanation for this finding could beatel to the
differences in thelefinition of family. The United Stis Immigration and Nationality
Service’ limits the definition of family tanly immediate family (spouses, partners or

flancé €)). Thepar t i ci pant sdé6 definiteéeexpasivedndf ami |y t

 Immigration and Naturalization Services (INS) has since changed to Department of Homeland Security.
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while they referred to various people as fantityese people would not qualioyn family
reunification basiso travel to United States

During the interviewgarticipantslaborated on how thesameto the United
States because of théamilies Since many of therdid not travel on family reunion
based visast is possible thathere weremanywho may havdound it difficult to apply
for visas under t he c aeven thaughiieybelfevedithesstti | y r e
came basedn family ties.Many of the @rticipants referred to extended family members
asimmediatefamily. Duringthe interview with Moraa who had been in United States for
the last nine yeayshe discussed her family ties in detaifter thelengthy discussion
aboutthe ties she maintains with her family, she added the following comment,
ASometi mes, I really get ups e tecideitaalkto my el d
her daughter in Nairodi Up on f ur t hbeuttherelationghipsosineihadgvith
her mother and why she referred to hefirag elder mother  a lmeddaughtey, Moraa
explained that her Oel der motSheexplainadthat i nde
shehad always referred teera s 6 mantdwhenrshée wanted wistinguishher from
herbiological mother shevouldthenadd he wor d 6éel der 8. Accordi |
very cl ose r el at i on.sThereforewhe dabhghtbteaa referoretto e r 6 s
as sister wasdeed her cousirOf-h and e d | y Mo hadiferencedleeslg A W
namesuch asauntie make Thesewomentook care of everybodgs though they were
their own childrerand now wéhavetot a ke car e of dréatedlef t hem. 0O
extended familyelationsas parthough they were padf her nuclear famyl. She stated
that was how she knew family and that these were the family she grew up with and as

such were her nuclear family too.
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Moraads situation was not necessarily u
that they had polygamous family backgrdanrhey expressed ambiguity in drawing
boundaries where nuclear family relations ended. The participants also pointed that it was
not that these relations were always harmoniSosne participants described how at
times hese relations caused tensionstfi@m in their attempts to be fair in distribution of
remittances or goods and in terms of who to assist to come to the United States. A case in
point was Mwangi, in his late forties and had beennitdd State$or the last twenty
years. He said:
Let metell you, it was not always thisay, | mean, it was not always easy for me
financially. Now | can send only 500 dollars every now and then to my parents.
You know, | come from a polygamous family, and you know how our parents
were They had many wives areven more children. They wewery lucky
[laughg. Yes, they could marry as many women as they wantedabtlimysé
[shaking his head and leaves sentence unfinisisdjvhen | came it was very
difficult for me to sent money to my father, my mother, thenstepmother,
aunt, uncle, everybody wanted something
there in the cold and when they write o
dondt have t hi s8oldeededtbanldvould brimg/oae nembzet
from eah boma[homesteadi® | brought my steforother, cousins and brothers
and then | shifted the responsibility of sending money to them. Then they started
bringing their brothers and sisters. My job was done.
While the finding reveals the inconsistency bedw the definitions of family by
the legal system and participants, it also shows the ways that participants found to
accommodate their definitions of familyrom their descriptions of familyjot many
participants would be considered under the category @ f ami |y reuni fi cat.i
out in immigration policies. Buhey believed thahey indeed came as family members

and according to their characterizatipihsvas a process of family reunification. The

feelings of family obligations and to the ertled family members who are not included

18 The literal translation of the wottbmais homestead. Its usage here distinguistisn d i vi dual wi f e (
housewithin large polygamous families, mainly referring to each wife and her children.
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in the family reunification statute may lead to less usage of this option for coming to
United States but this does not stop the immigrants from finding ways to accommodate
their extended family memberBhis finding speaks also to the important role of family

in decision making about individual migration decisions.

5.3.3 Flexibility of education system
Many participants came to United States as students. Even though many participants
indicated that they had th@ton to study in other countries, they stated that United
States was their choice because of the widespread notion that the education system in
United States was more flexible. Prospective studeiitsvbd that it was possible for
studensgin the UnitedStates tesimultaneouslstudy and work to support themselves and
their families back in Kenya. This flexibility was viewed as an advantage as participants
made decisions whether to study in other counsue$ adndia or Russia. Even though
the initial costs seemed prohibitive, participants believed that upon arrival it would be
possible to survive in the United Stat8gveral participants expressed had similar
perceptionsin the words of Wafula, in his mid thirties aiMng in the United $tes for
the last five years:
Actually I had no plans of coming to the U.S. When | was doing my pre
university in Kenya my intention was to finish my college in Kenya and start
working and make a living in Kenya. | was not thinking about U.S. But during my
first year, a friend of mine whose brother had studied in India started talking to
him about going to India for studies. So my friend told me and we began the
process of applying to go to study in India. We actually had gone to the embassy
of India and applied focolleges in India and gotten admissions to universities in
I ndi a. However, my friendds brother fou
influenced by someone who was already here. They told him that U.S. is better
than India. So he made arrangemédotshis college admission. We had

admissions to India but when my friend changed his mind | also changed my
mind. So I told my friend to check out
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brother was in India. In Indiahecéni ni sh a b acthreeyears 6 s degr
compared tdour years in Kenya so we thought that was good. In Kenya | was

doing a pre university degree and we would take a long time before | finish

college. Basically if | went to India then my parents would have had to pay the

tuition but, if | came to the U.S. we were told that we could work and study and

so my tuition will not be a burden on my parents. That sounded really good given

that my parents were already struggling and sending me signals that they cannot

afford my education.

Participants reported that the notion that it was possible to study and support
family back at home was perpetuated by the earlier immigrants. Students who were in the
United States established a trend of sending back money and gifts to family and friends.
These activities of earlier students led people to believe that studying in the United States
was favorable and these perceptions have persisted. In many instances, the participants
narrated how their family back in Kenya helped them with the initiabtuiayment and
airfare after which they were left to fend for themselves. Participants discussed how
people back home expected some financial assistance even though st avatudent.

In Kenya, students are not expected to support their familiesend$. The following
statements from Mutua, who is in his late forties and lived in the United States for fifteen
years, reflect these perceptions:

| came to the U.S. mainlyelsause of my uncle who wasstudenhere He was

doingreallywell. My uncle wa doing wonderful thingHe was building a

house, supporting his family and he was also a studeattdial fact, he was

doing so well that felt I had to comea U.S. lexpected to do as well as hiMy

uncle also told me that U.S. is good becauseuld be able tdhelp my mother

and family. You knowsincemy father passedwayandbeing the irst born son |

was supposed to take care of the fan#lg.l needed to find a way of doing that.

My uncle had been here for only five yearsl he had done atlof development

in Kenya and was hel pi nhadbhilisschdbagmi | v €é o

house insucha short time that everyone in the villagentwooh... So | came to

U.S. with such dreams artbpeto make my family bettesnd still be able to go
to school and get a degree
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Other participants made direct comparisons of the United States and other countries.

Nyamweya, in his late fifties and in United States for five years who hars stisdying

in Russia said that:
| am trying very hard to get mys who is in Russia to come and study here. | am
tired of RussiaEvery month | have to send him money, for fees, for food, for
anything. He is completely dependent on me, everything is on me. If he was here,
it is different. Here he can go to school afsbavork, he can help his mother and
brothers back at home. It is very hard for me now because | have to help all of

them on my own. That is why | am trying very hard to find a way for him to come
to America.

These findings show that the decision to mand where to move is not necessarily a
random choice but a calculated one based on an analysis of perceived advantages. These
advantages are based largely on the stories and images portrayed by earlier immigrants.
The pattern of responses from the pgraats, even thoseho had the choice to migrate

to other countrieghey expressed more favorallgitudes about United States. For those

who came in pursuit of educatitime reasons for their choice of United Statas

similar, they had come with theope of pursuing their educati@aspirationsvithout

placing the financial burden on their families. These perceptions about educational
opportunities in United States suggest that n@&rtiiempursue a parallel objective of

financial stability alongside egational pursuitfOr maybe they pursue education in

order to achieve financial stability.

5.3.4 Attractiveness of an Engliskspeaking country to Kenyan immigrants
Another reason for choosing the United States over other destinations was related

to language. All the participants were fluent in Englesren before their immigration
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This was confirmedluring the interviews when participants were given the choice to
conduct interviews in either English or Swahili andy one participanvptedto do the
interview in Swvahili. The restninety-seven percentvere conductedostlyin English
even though many interspegsteir discussions with somevshili.*® During the
interviews, participantstated hat they felt that knowing English was an advantage
becaise they did not have to learn a new language. There were three participants who
openly stated that they chose United States over Denmark, Norway, Russia and Germany
because they felt that learning a new language was too much of burden. They chose to
cometo the United States because it would be much easier to integrate since they already
were familiar with the language and also becausew®egmore Black people.
Mwende a woman in mid thirties andihyg in the United States for eight years
said that shéad applied and been accepted to a college in Norway but because of the
language barrieshe opted to wafor an admissiomo a college in the United States. She
had to waitfor two more years before siget an admission ta collegen the United
States and she said that she did not mind it attle participants pointed out that the
ability to communicate in English was integral to survival in the United States.
Responses showed thheability to communicate in English was closely associated with
the ease with which one initially settles in United States, establishes interpersonal
relations with people from other groups, deals with constant and at times unnecessary
censure and evaluatipand the ability taecognizeand identify with current evesit
Participants understood the importance of knowing and understanding English

especiallyin the process of settling inrlited Statessuch aspne has to take driving

9 This is a common practice among Kenyans. It is not uncommon for Kenyans to interject words from
Swabhili or their local languages in their conversations.
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lessons, read sig@sdask for directions. For some of the participants who were famili
with driving back in Kenyathey pointed out that since Kenyan driving licenses are not
transferable to the United Statagperson has to take the driving test in English or
Spanish.

Most of the participants praised the Kenyan education sysiraus it offered
instruction in Englishiad Svahili. Furthermore, the system allows learning of different
languages which are included as subjects in the school curriculum. Musa who had been in
the United Statesor twelve years and is in hearly forties putt this way:

Men, | see how the Spanish people and people from West Africa struggle and |

say, fiThankGod | know English & | knew what | know now when | was in

school | could have taken all the languagesok English and Kiswabhifsic] but

my schod offered French and German too. Now | know that those people who

made the school curriculum back in Kenya knew what they were doing, Funny

eeh, at least there is something positive about Kenya.

While the participants considered knowing English as aargtdge, they also
expressed their frustration that they had to learn and adapt to new ways of
communicating even though it was still communication in English. As one participant put
it, Al found-l ccutr nt lEantg | li shtha d OtAcipantsaddedn En gl |
that they had to learn the conversation styles and work hard on their accents in order to be
understood by others. The following conversation with fortg year old Otieno who
had been in the United States for thirteen years aptly dessribmost of t he par
frustrations.

Oh h my Gpadghtejnt was different, the language, the weather, the

mannerisms, how people did things, how they talked, everything was upside

down. Let me tell you this, the first time | came here @wengh | had finished

Form Six and knew Englisthcould not understand what they were saying. It was

so funny{laughs loudly it was funny. | would listen and listen and | could

wonder, fHare they speaking Englatmén or w
and then ask me Awhat adasetunitgoffiteradd d , | wa
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didndt have t o.lIntfatlllikedtt that wey.n prefeprexl tcopvorle

in the parking lot where | did not have to come into contact with many people.
And youknow who was the most difficult to understajd&use and then
answersAfrican Americans. | tell you they are the wagiisis impossible to hear
what they are sayindeven today, and | have been here many years, | still have
problems. My God, language wa big thing. Then the mannerisms, here in
America, you say something to woman, it is sexual harassment. You look at her,
you will go to jail for that. My God! | could not believe that!

The idea that they were unable to communicate and yet they causider
themselves to be English speakers was very frustrathmgparticipants indicated that
the frustration declines with years of residence mitédl Statesand some indicated that
it was not because they | ost hymae Theimccent
frustration vasalso heightened by low wages and other adjustment concerns as expressed
by Chumba, age fortgneyearsin the United States for twenty years at time of study,
who said:

It was a shock, my first time her€éhings were happenirgjfferently and fast. A

few days after | had arrivechy roommate brought in a girlfriend and she slept

there That was a shock to me. ¢é that was my
hear whattheyweresaying t ook me a | ong Iltkmg ti me ¢
whether it is being subjective or whatever coz | could hear what a White person

could say but | could not hear what an African American \agig, it went

somethindike waung waungrhakessounds while twisting his tongud]became

frustrated a lg my first two years | would say something and they would say

what, they want me to repeat what | said and it used to be really[=e]ly

frustrating. When | started working, it became okay for a while but | was working

many jobsmaybethree jobs. Thenoney was little, I still make as much but now

with one job, at the time it was three or more jobs. That was frustrating. The other

thing was that | came with high expectations and so | was expecting much more.
Nowadays, | dondt noimed iarbeosu tl tdhoen 6lta negvuean
am sure thatmudhhaditémodtal ¢ h dan geshniddgtoupl os e my
accentNow | just speak and those wlaoe able to understand, they understand,;

t hose who ddontéht e yu nddoerr Gstt .a Evee/one heddhaséan c an |
accent!
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Suchstatements from the participants steolthe importance danguageand the aspect
acculturationl ear ni ng how to engage in new cont ext
of the English language had to be complemented lwr aontextual factors. Previous

studies have argued that language acquisition is reflective of levels of assimilation (e.qg.

Gordon 1964 Steven, 2003). The participants in this study expressed similar sentiments.
Theystated that they had to live in thimited States and familiarizsecome familiar

with the United States perspectives in order for them to have similar expectations.

The role of language in adapting to immigrant life
In Kenya, a country with more than 42 different ethnic greegzh wih their
own languagand Swahili as the national language and English as the official language
for conducting businesSwahili as a language has played a major unifying role allowing
communication across the various different ethnic groups. This rolbigldgghted by
participants when they talked proudly of K
comnunicate with each other usingv&hili. They compared this situation to other
countries with different linguistic groups but no common langu@lgeparticipants were
not oblivious to the fact that association among Kenyans was also affected by ethnicity.
While Swvahili was used to enable communication among Kenyan immigrants
from different linguistic groups, people would also use their local languagexclude
other Kenyan immigrantsutsidetheir linguistic group. Participants stated that people
from same ethnic groups would switch to their local dialect to exclude others from their
conversations. Cherono her fifties explained thatv@hili playsa dual role of inkusion

and exclusion. She said:
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Then when you go somewhere where there are tire®re people from one

tribe [sic] they start talking in their language. That is rude! How can you start
talking in a language that | do not know and Isitting theretoo?I can

understand that they feel maybe they need to talk in their language so that they
can feel closer to their homes and remember old times or sometimes it is the only
thing they have that they can call theirs. | can understand thaiseetor me |

know that there are some things that come out well when | say them in my
mothertongue, it is better and even funhygan say funnier stories in my mother
tongue; you know | laugh more when | am talking my mother toriguact, we
should fave done this interview in my mothemgue and yowill probably enjoy

it more é [demonstrates her point by
tongue causing much laught&iit with me, the thing is that | will not talk my

mothertongue when thereae s ome ot her peopl e who don

see that is the big problem with Kenyans. Speak in English or Kisy&ih]liin
fact we are very lucky, Kenyans and Tanzanians are very lucky. You know, there
is this lady at my job, she is from West isf, she told me that they can only
speak English with people from other
thatodés it, they canét talk at all . So
According to the participantianguage is a powerful dbthat can be used to
include or exclude people into the social circle. It was evident that local languages
provided a sense of belonging to the people and could be a sign of loyalty to their origins.
Besides providing a sense of heritage and ease of uaroation local languages could

also be a source of tension. These observations emphasized the social context variables

and revealed the diverse processes of adapting to immigrant life.

5.3.5 Immigration policies
General immigration practices

The paricipants discussed in detail the difficulties of acquiring travel visas and
how it influenced their travel decisions, mainly in terms of the choice of destination. In
their discussions, participants compared the levels of difficulty of getting travetwisas

different countries. They mentioned Britain, United States, Germany, India, Russia,
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South Africa, Denmark and Canada. This study did not assess the level of difficulty and
therefore it was not possible to determine which countries have the mostrdtringe
regulations. It was evident from the interviews that Britain iss afavored destination
probably because of its strong historical ties with Kearya it is an Englisispeaking
country,butstrict visa regulations made it harder to travel there. Memgicipants
discussed that they had tried to get travel visas to various countries simultaneously. They
described how they kept moving between the various consulates and were ready to travel
to any country that would issue them a travel visa. Njeriermtdthirties and in the
United States for seven years, narrated her expersmtesaid:
Getting a visa is no easy work, visa! weeel! If you think it is easy think again,
people try forever, they try, try and tfijhe day before going for the visa
interview you pray, your family prays, your mother, neighbors, everybody yaani
is praying for you. | wakucky;i t was Godbés pl an, haki , [
long, | tell you, you will not believe. First, | had applied to go to Britalk, |
went there ath they asked me for some thin@3k, |went back. As | was
preparing and taking the things thdrenet with someone with another lady who
was also looking for a visa. She told me that she had applied for South Africa and
U.S. and was following on all ohém. | decided why not also try U.S. So | went
to the American embassy and they asked
to bring thingssuch asank statements showing money that you can pay, show
you have property in Kenya so you will come bamiad you are not a criminal
and then an invitation letter or if you are coming to a school then you have to
show the 420. So | gave the things to both embassies and was timing both sides
Thenl got this one first and | left for America.
Of the thirty-eight participants, twentgix were willing to discuss how many
times they had to go to the United Statessulate dr a visa. Of these, twenty (77%) got
their visas the first time. The participants noted a decline in the number of students

coming to the Unéd StatesAfter 9/11 there have been stricter immigration regulations,

new restrictions on certain visa categories on visitors and increased salltofyvhich
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participants understood as causing a decline in the number of students from Kenya
coming tothe United States

The participantsdé responses revealed th
workingsof a countryo6s i mmigrati onBefpretheayci es be
embarked on their travel plans they had an understanding of thregiseements and
regulations of various countries. WhiRessia was considered as a destinatiohmany
participants indicated they had tried to get visas to Russia. During the Cold War, the
former Soviet Union was a favored destination for studiesdry&ns. With the end of
the Cold War and collapse of the Soviet Unitsattractiveness as a destination
diminished.Participants suggested that Russia in particular had very tough immigration
policies and therefore mamwy them preferred travel to dher destinations) pursuit of
their aspirations

One of the strategies thatnpicipantsmentioned that they employed as part of
their strategyd increase their odds of getting travel visaas to apply to various country
consulates at the same tinRarticipants learned the strategy from the experience of
earlier immigrantsNone of the participants mentioned that they bothered to verify the

information they receivefiom the earlier immigrants

Diversity Visa lottery

Through tle DV lotteryprogran a total of 50,000grmanent resident visas
(Green @rd) are made available annually to persons from countries with low rates of
immigration to the United States. Kenya has been one of the countries eligiblePyf the

lottery. Two participants (5%#tatel that theycame to the United States through the DV



128

lottery program However, during discussions they citéeit reasons for coming to
United Statess economic. This suggests that the participants had already set their sights
to migrate to the United &tes and useithe DV lottery process as a vehicle to meet their
already existing search for opportunities in come to the United States.

Even though statistics from the Departmentiofneland Securitghowed that
the numbers of Kenyans coming to the Uni&dtes through the DMttery program had
been increasing over the years, for this group of participants not many had applied for the
DV lottery program The probable explanation would be that since the DV is a lottery,
people consider the odds of beirdested as very low. Furthermore, there are various
approval stages where stringent regulationeafercedand the chances of getting
permanent residey even after being selected are quite low. As of 2003ddeéry
programapplications can only be sulitted electronicallyAs such this may have locked
out large numbers of potential applicants from developing countries, Kenya included.
The application process requires that an applicant have access to a computer, internet,
digital cameras or scanning eguoient and printers. Such advanced technology may not
be readily available to the majority of the people in Kenya where about 80% of the urban
population and 99.5% of rural population have no access to electricity or electric based
services (Rahab, 2005y &ddition, the applicant needs to have the teahknowledge

to use a computer which is not always the case.
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5.4 Immigrants initial settlement experiences
5.4.1 Initial city of residence

Slightly more than half of the participants, twewtye (55%), mdicated that
Paterson was their initial city of settlement in the United States. The finding suggests that
Paterson is a destination for at least some immigrants from Kenya. The other cities that
participants indicated they lived in initially included Néersey cities of Irvington,

Elizabeth and Jersey Citggs well afAtlanta Georgia, Philadelphj@ennsylvania and

Wichita, Kansas. Those who moved from their initial towns of settlement to Paterson said
they did so because they knew someone in Patesssanteen (45%) had initially settled

in another town before coming to Paterson.

Another important factor that came up regarding initial place of residence was
availability of transport. Kamau, in his late twenties who has been in the United States for
seven years and moved to Paterson after living in Upstate New York his first year in
Uni ted States, explained that he moved bec
He moved to Paterson because public transportation was more readily availablengnd ma
of the facilities and amenities were in close proximity. Living in a more suburban
neighborhood in New York was a major problem due to lack of transportation. Sanaipei,

a woman in her | ate thirties in thlee United
in such places (with limited or no public transport) you are the only one walking and

people drive by and wonder who that is? Here in Paterson, everybody walks, and so you

fit right in. You can take a bus to New York; take the train, wherever yottovgm 0

For Sanaipei, Paterson offered convenience in terms of transportation and services. These

views from the participants suggest that the choice of the place of settlement depends on
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the resources availabdeich asocial networks and existing tiaad also by the
limitations they face in the receiving country.

Relatively speaking, there is a significant number of Kenyans living in Paterson
Even thoughthere wa no noticeable ethnic settlement or ethnic enclave in Paterson such
as theLatino and Abshave participants knew other Kenyan immigrants pretty well.
They knew the street names or could describe the locale where other Kenyans lived and
had met with them at one or another function. They seemed familiar with of each other
and their backgrous. The majority of the participants indicated that they did not have
plansto moveout of Paterson soon.

The participantso® r esponthedtsitedShaesut t heir
showed that most of them felt disappointed. Before they came to ttezl Btates they
had grander images f They visualized big clean cities with all amenities. Upon
arrival, many stated they could not believe their eyes and felt cheated. Tgesithay
had seen on televisiar in photographs sent by earlier immigsaseemed completely
di fferent. One man who had been in the Uni
marketed images of United States do not correspond to the real everyday life of people. |
was in total shock. 06 Upon arersiAmaita? Wheret her
is Michael Jackson? Where is Hollywood and all the beautiful women on TV shows and
magazines? That was what | was expecting t
expressed that people should tell potential immigrants the truth dbdat States since
when people are aware of the situation they are better able to deal with it. Njeri, a woman
in her thirties in Wited State$or seven years at the time said:

The other thing is that when people tell you about U.S. when you are imKeny

they donodot t.dheymakedtioolkds theughtiievery goodyand
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easy but when you get here things are different. The peopl® tsiiiowthey are

doing very well and when you come here you find that theyealty struggling.
Butonceyou are here you canb6t get back bec:
the |Iand to get you here and so they ex
want to go back and disappoint them. So you stay and hope that you can manage

to help them a little bit to mmver some of the expenses and then you get into the

cycle whereby you getlittle money and sehmost of it The rest you pay bills

and you have to work more and get some little more money and start all over
again. Then || ife bewibignEhatisAmecicallllcl e and t

The responses from the participants showed that the initial place of settlement
plays a major role in determining what path your life takes in United States. If one arrives
in United Statesnd receives support from thegpde where s/he settles then their
chances of being successful are greatly im
Mwangi explains, then their chances at being successful are greatly reduced. Mwangi
believes that since he had lived initéd State$or twenty years and he is in late forties
he had seen many of these cases. This is what he had to say:

| talk to them all the time, those who have ears will listetsd talk to them

about Americagic] life in general. American life is not easy itvery very tough

and you can get lost easily. Some people listen and they see the benefits others
dondét and they also reap what they sowe
staying with people who go to school, they have two or three jobs, they belp th

parents home, and do many other things. They have a foties ihyou arrive

you will thenfollow what they are doing. You know what they say, where the

first step or is it the hoof of a cow? Where the first one steps, is where the second

one will step. | see some people like the case | was telling you, they came and

they joined the wrong company. They get lost. They think America is their home,

they start to talk like African Americans, dress like them, go out and party and

party until they get caght driving while drinking. They lose their license, they

candét goandtlecsamtbdolg,o to wor k, tell me wh
home think their son is in America, and they are waiting for him to come back as

a doctor and treat all the sickgple in the village and he is on the streets,

homelessThen they get depression, they start fearing to come where other people

are, before you know it they are already in too deep. Then they move out into the
streets and yo uhawe aenmibmy eges!'tThesehveo myes Ihave

seen these cases. | tell them when they come they have to be aware of where you
land.



132

Mwangi 0s Vv iuniqus formanyefthpatr t i defipitmmof s 0
success in United States included getarmgllege education, having a jandhelping
people back homéartying and behavingsAmericansdo was considered agayward
Signs of success were expressed through maintaaoigor purchasing a house,
finishing collegeandtalking about various achieventsnn Kenya. These perceptions
were most visible during gébgetherfunctiors organized and attended Kgnyans. At
one such event at the Eastside Park in Paterson where Kenyans came together for roast
beef and beer, the following conversation took plae®veen two men; Juma and
Wambua. Juma ha@turnedrom a visit toKenya and was telling a group of people
about his achievemenigck in Kenya Juma owns a house here initdd Statesis
college educated and habat is considered as a stable profassigood job.All these
aspects give him authority and people tend to listen and take his opinions more seriously.
Juma: My trip was verygood;it was good, very goodispent much of the time
finishing upa project | started at Koma Rock, near Nairblmtend toset up
some residential hous#sereand | have made plans to havater supplied to
these houses, there will pgped watein Koma Rock Everyone was very happy,
you should have seen the whole villaged Itreated as if | wathe chief. Peple
l ining up to talk to me, thanking me fo
Even though, they are poor | was glad that | was able to help.
Wambua: T h at 6 ,smarg thai id really good. Weeed to talk more. | have to
follow in your footsteps bul have to buy a house here first then start making
plans for my retirement in Kenya.
From these discussions it was evident that success also included maintaining ties

with Kenya and having a network. Juma needed the audience at the park toisell of h

success and for him to validate his ties to Kenya.
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5.4.2 Initial immigration experiences

Since the participants admitted that they had idealistic views of life in the United
States, they explained how they had come to terms with reality duringghtew days
or months after arrival. All the participants were simifathat they found the change to
life in United States very stressful. Regardless of whether they had support from
established networks or not, they all expresbechotionthat the djustment process was
a personal journey. Their romanticized views about United States were shattered through
various experiences including bill payments, soured relations with initial hosts, high costs
of tuition, low paying jobs and time constraints.

For the majority of participants, the major shock was the amount of money
needed to pay for bills such as phone, cable television, rent and daily living expenses.
Even though they would get jobs and be paid, they still needed more money. High tuition
costs ad the cost of living were mentioned severally. Forty year old Musembhited)
Statedor fifteen years explained his siti@n:

My first job was at a hotel and the pay was $4.00 an hour. Then my first
impressions of U.S. started to change. Bills strbeaccumulate, tuition fees,
accommodation [rent] and now the money was no longer enough. So | had to look
for a second job at a Burger King and now it became tight schedules trying to
juggle work and school. Still the money was not enough and theggiscially

tuition needed to be paid. And | took on a third job. Now | was in school fulltime
student and had 3 jobs, one job was full time and the other two were part time
jobs. This was really tough and stressfsilghs] At that point | feltl wanted to
returnhome, but | felt that | could go on. Now the good thing was that the

situation lasted for six months. Now | can sit here with you and talk about it and
even make a joke however at the same it see¢hatthe situation was forever. It

was like a lietime. During the sixth or seventh month of this crazy time, | got my
current job. It was at a gas station, and | am not talking about the pay because the
pay was not much. It was the excellent benefits that the job gave me. The benefit
package includedtut i on remi ssi on and that was
much about the pay, that is, the tdl@me pay.

t

h
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As part of the settling procegsarticipants had to adjust to the currency
conversions. Participants pointed out that in the beginning whetmmyereceived or
paidmoney they had a tendency to convert the figures to Kemryarency. Thidbecame
very frustrating for them since their wages in Kangarrency seemed high and with
such money in Kenya they would have quite high standards of liButgafterpaying
their bills, they found themselves with little monkgft. Therefore, theywereunableto
live as they had hoped if they had same amount of money in Kenya. Their frustration was
coupled with the fact that since majority of participant$ b@me in search of education,
they had dreams about the educational achievements. Upon finding that their education
process in United States was not going to be as smooth as they had expegted
experienced intengdisappointment-or a marsuch akamau, in his late twenties and in
United Stategor seven years at the time of stutlig dissatisfactiomas almost
unbearable at the time, even though now he can laugh when he talks about it. He said:

[Laughing loudly The first few days wersimilar tothe Kenyan poem that says
onhow to welcome a visitopih Mg e ni s i kmgeny siku ya pilanmpe a
jembe [laughs]You know the poerd fiMgeni siku ya kwanza mkaribishe na
wali na kuku, mgeni®[laughkel Thy fast moatbwas mpe | e
good And after about one week | registered for school. | also got a job at a gas
station for $4.9&nhour. [Shaking his heddt was very very tough to go to work

and school. But once | got paid and | had the dollars in my hands I felt very good,
real good. | wasery excited and thought | could buy whatever | wanted. At the
time thingslookedcheapand affordabléo me It seemed that | was making much
money because | was converting the money to Kenya shillings and that made it
look as ifit wasa lot of money. even thought that | can buy a brand new car
because oflathe adsl was seeing oit.V. | felt that | couldouy a Mercedes since

the ads on T.V said that you need to pay only $250 a monthveasl haking that

kind of money. But, first and foremost | h&al pay my tuition and since | was in a
private college it was very expensive. Being also that | wanted to pursue
architecture | was lookp at very expensive colleges. [Takesaomore somber

 This is a common Swilhpoem that narrates the steps to welcoming guesyour house. On the first
day you serve them delicacies like chicken and rice, the second day you serve them something less
conspicuous and so one until by the end of the week, youltwwethe hoe sahat they can go and dig in
the farm.
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tond That was my dream, to do architecture. It was somethuagl keally

enjoyed and was very good at iDther peopladvisedmethat in thebeginningl

shouldgo ahead andccept what was available at the colle§erwards | can

change to architecture when | am more settled and have some more hveaey.

verydi sappointed and thatodos where my drea

foreign student could not gefinancial aid, no scholarships, no assistance from

the school since when you apply you have already stated that you are able to meet

the financial oblations.So what | can say is thatynmitial days in U.S. were

good but negotiating life here in States was difficult. | was in college and working

two jobs since | had taken up a second job because of the higlydtillsvasstill

not able to pay miuition. My life began going dowand continuedjoing down

and down. Thethe relationship with my uncle souraddthat was a verpad

experience.

Such difficulties with initial setdmentwere not limited to the young or single
immigrants.Couples margd or notalso discussed their struggles to adjust to life in the
United States. For those with young children, they mentioned the cost of day care or baby
sitting as prohibitive and causttemfinancial stressOver and above the difficulties of
paying blls and working more than one jotine participants had to adjust to unfamiliar
weather conditions especially the winter season.

Given that the participants mentioned all these difficulties they faced in the
United States and admitted that they founel Viéry stressful, | asked them why they did
not turn around and return to Kenya. Some said that they felt that it was too late to turn
back since they had already resigned from their employment in Kéxlyars felt that
going back without money or eduiat would be seen as a signfailure, especially
among the people they left behind who Ipdaiteda lot of faith in themWhile for others
even though life seemed stressful here in United States, they felt thatareestill better
off here than in Keya And there werestill otherparticipantsavho claimed that it was not

they had failed to returtnheyhadpostponed their return dates. At the same tane,

majority of the participants felt that if others had magsatwould they. They indicated
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thatthey shared their experiences with older immigrants who assured them that things
would get better. Such discussions gave them hope that as they learned the ropes and
adapted. Fortyhree year oldDchiengexplains the situation laughing. When asked why
hedid not turn around and godato Kenya, he answered saying:

That is the funny partqugls] andthat is what is interesting about Statéaani
[meaning]thelife strugglesdo not change but somehow yalwaysmanageYou

know what | am sayingemphasisn originall. | used to work twgobs; | still

work two jobs even thoughow | get paid moreBut what is interesting is that |

think | used to have more money to spend when | was making less, the more

money | makelte more my needs. Before | used to tngd anake money to send
home,butnow the money | make | pay billgo to baby showers, pre weddings,
harambee$ and such, men. You knol{enyans are always asking for money.
Regardless of where they avanataka pesfwant money. Anyway nowl am

more comfotablehere in United States and | have gotten usehelife here and

maybe now the problem will be if | go to Kenyamight feel more stressed back

in Kenya than here anymojiaughg. But | etds jmaypg say t he
different, Kenya has its owstresses. Is there anything like that? There is stress

thatyou can handlewvhich is the stress here in States, some gthter e s s you ¢ a
handlefor examplestress in Kenya would rather deal with stress here than in

Kenya.

For other participants, was not thatheir situationshangedyreatly;instead they
felt that theyhadlearned the way of lifen the United Sates and aftehe initial shock
had worn off they found hemselves more comfortable atwhfident As such their
perspectives of thefé in United States had changed and this was achieved through living
in the United States for longer period of time. They indicated thatlad seemed
unusual now seemedutine anchad lostthe shock ability it had initially. Their

perspectives chandéhe longer they stagin United States and they keego identify

with American lifestyles. They also leauhwhen to expess or magnifytieir Kenyan

%L Harambess an ideological strategy introduced by Mzee Jomo Kenyatta at the time of independence
aimed at mobilizing and pooling resources to collectively solve problems especially eradicating poverty,
illiteracy and disease. Thiearambeespirit empowered people to develop partnerships, sense of community
and encourage communities to deal with their own problems instead of relying on external assistance.
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aspectand when texpressnore assimilatedharacteristicsMutuku in his early fifties
and in the Uniid States for twenty years said:

The trick to American life is to know what to say and where to say it. Americans

are people of perception; they are very judgmental and jump to conclusions. So

when you are around them you are careful and say the things tkea y , noh, h «
was your weekend? Howbés your dog? You w
good. Then when you get together with Kenyans, you can start a debate about
everything and argue loudlyd express alfour viewseven absurd onesd

make jokes, ean crude jokes. The problem is not us, the problem is Americans

Theyc an 6t aTbeylayetideas about how they expect us to behadaf

you dono6t abide by them t heTheythiokur | i f e
since you are from Africa, whids poor when you talk you should talk about

poverty Or because you are Black you should talk like an African Amercan

loudly and in broken English. So soirviveyou learn tokeep your conversation

formal and about t he hatlsimplegke Amhehicarywittva nt t
Americans andbe Kenyan with Kenyans.

Whil e not everyone agrees with Mutukuos
their actions tend to suggest that they subscribe to the idea. Ali, age-eigintand in
United States floseven years, feels that you have to make a choice; either you go back
and be Kenyan in Kenya or stay here and be Americanized. Interestingly, Ali rarely
socializes with no#Kenyans, suggesting that while he holds these perceptie@ysdo
not translatento practice. This is what he said,:
[Laughtef Once you learn the code, things are good. Men, when you relax things

get fine. The thing is that, once you find out that you can actually stay Kenyan
and start to learn Aerican things, mannerisms, eatZa, enjoy spaghetti, start

put tyionog iint o your sentences and | earn ho
youdbre good. You have to eat, talk, act
it I f you try to |ive KenyawthtmeaAmer i ca

You have two options: go back or stay and be Americanizeédd simpgleh at s
After that your life is good. The stress comes when you start to fight and want to
retain Kenyanessic] and still live in States.

Ali6 statements reveal the amalent feelings that he has regarding living in

United States. While hexpressed desite be seen as part of Amerj¢ee still finds
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himself compelled to spend time mostly with other Kenyan immigrants from whom he

may get support and assistance. Thestestents could be indicative of the responses

adopted to deal with the frustrations of acculturation. These findings showed that the
participantsd experiences were not- binary
country assimilation or homeountrydisconnection. Rather, they changed and oscillated

one way or the other depending on the context.

While the participants did not openly state that staying in America longer and
changing some of their cultural behaviors and thinking allowed them to agpréeir
environment bettethey discussed how their lives beca more bearable as they got
better jobs and higher incomes. Others explained that the initial challenges served to
increase their resolve to succeed in their endeavors and propelled tiperatéy heights.
Atieno in her midthirties and in the United States for eight years had very stretigge
about this when she said:

Now when I look back that time was difficult but it really really helped me a lot.

It made me, it made me tough, it deame who | am. That is America, America

toughens people. It makes people to be survivors. | survived that time, | can

survive anything else. Now | look back at that as positive because it opened my
eyes and made me see America not as a paradise ashtthatigs a difficult

world and | learned that | have to do what | have to do. | was toughened and |

became a survivor, not the innocent small girl from Kenya.

This process of blending in was aptly summarized by one participant as
6addi ct i o nydears i fhited Statetmvd énrhis late fortiedyiwangiargued
that he had finally figured out why people stayed in the United States and felt
comfortable to the point that they found it difficultreturn to Kenya. He said that:

| did not go back hme, more because of legal status so | decided to stay. | do not

regret because | think what happened was to my advantage. And to be very honest
with you, American lifas addictive. Ukishazoea bas®Dhce you get used to it
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t h a t].0rseu talktadout addtion, American life becomes addictive after a

while even with its problemsnd wesay it is not a bad life because we are

addicted. You are addicted to running water, hot water, flushing toilets, working

telephones, paved roads, as long as you can wltledard and make some

little money and thenyou can have something.

Mwangi 6s comments mention specifically
being in the United States. Mwangi 6 s comme
motion the desire to avei search for betteguality oflife. Therefore, it was clear that
regardless of how bad life seemed to the participants initially, they always expected it to
get better. The image of United Statesaslution to all their problems prevailed.i$h

finding suggests that it is very difficult to break the stereotypical image of United States

even after the realization that the situation is very different.

5.4.3 Initial social support

Participants talked about the support that they recenrgally from theprimary
contacts they had in the United Sta®$the total thirtyeight participants, fifteen (39%)
discussed how their initial primary contacts gave them all the support they expected.
Fourteen (37%) felt that they had receisednesupport but thy expected more than
what they received. There wanae (about onen-four) felt that they had not received
any support from their primary contacts.

For those patrticipants who felt that they had received all or some of the support
they expected, they stussed the benefits of such support. Many admitted that they
benefited from these relative and friend connections in severalina@ydingreceiving
and picking them up from the airport on arrigaldproviding them with a place to stay.

The participarg stated that their primary contact also introduced them to other people
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and showed them around. They talked about how important the expanded social networks
were for purposes of securing employment, knowing their way around, getting important
paperwork tgether and also providing a sense of familiarity. Kipkirui, in his late

twenties in the United States for seven years at the time of study was very clear about the
role of these socialatworks when he explained that:

When | arrived | was met by my frienthe one who got me the college

admission. | came and because he did not have enough space in his room he asked
one of his friends to accommodate me. Lucky for me where | was stéyang

were three guys and one of them decided to move out and soHisogpot in the

house. The guys that my friend introduced me to were very very good and we
became good friends ever since. At the same, timyeriend was looking for an
apartment so that we can move in the two of us because we knew each other long.
€ Aualty, for about two or two and a half months | did not have a job. It was

my friend who boughtlothes for medid food shopping anidasically everything

that | needed. Basically had everythind needed. M friend welcomed me very

well. Heassistedneto look for a jobtold mewhere to look, what to say, the

language to useo | knewwhatthe best things to say or do. He actually explained
about how you can live in America, how | can make ends meet in America. That

is why | always thankim; in fact afew weeks ago | traveled all the way to
Georgia for his baby shower. |l dondot do
different. | hold him in a different light, coz he was so good to me.

The participants pointed out that even though there are jobsiaddesterywhere,
acquiring a job through family and friends networks was considered more reliable. This
was because the contacts will provide the new immigrant with information on what is
required of the job and the working conditions. Therefore, onertmdsave to go
through as many trisdnd-error methods. The participants also said that friends and
family provided advice on college selectithus providing one with insight on
competitive courses to takedincreased chances of completidie importane of

existing social networks was underscored by Musa, in higoniigs and lived in the

United States for twelve yeaise said:
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| tell everyone who comes here, this is what you need to do, because | know if
you dondt have peo pourselfheeintJ&.ll give therufree y o u
advice;free advice and you know here people pay for information. The people
who are coming now are very lucky because they find us. Those who came earlier
did not have people to tell them a lot. Now as soon as memgrants come in
they are given directions and how to do
mistakes we made. When we came we did not have such support.
The participants discussed how they had established contacts with people in
United States even befothey made the decision to come to United States. They
discussed how they had met with earlier immigrants on tétirntrips to Kenya. The
earlier immigrants would then assist them to move to United States. Much of the
assistance mentionedwasintermof i nf or mati on and acqui si't
statements revealeithhmigrants tebe expected that immigrants in thenited Stateselp
potentialnewcomersShe said:
Most of my friendsback in Kenyavant to stay in touch with me. Even before |
travelled to the United Statéseyremindedmenot to forget themThey told me
thatwhenl get to Americd should look for ways that | carelp them so that they
can alsacome.Since they are my friends | feel that | have to find out how I can
help themThey wantto know about America and how they can come here. They
wantthenewsabout America and also opportunities to get to America.
So there wasanstant interactiobetween the potential immigrants and those in the
United States. The conversations utgd available opportunities aadentuallysome
potential immigrants get the chance to migrate. For those participants who reported
receivingno support, they related stories of their disappointment. Some of them
expressed extreme disappointment at haay thad been treated by their hosts and

subjected to gross exploitation. As stated by twambe year old, Fauzia, in the United

States for nine years.
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| learned a lot, but now | know that many Kenyans exploit newcomers. There is a

lot of exploitation, tley use your money that you have, they ask for your money

and use it for their own purposes and then when you ask them or find out and

confront them they throw you out because they know you have nowhere to go and
you dondét know ab o uatl buXhmaeiswhat lkenyans wreot | s v
came here before others do. It is very sad but it happens. | tell new people to be

aware of fellowkenyansj ust coz you come from the sa
they will not exploit you, the more reason they might exploit y@ametimes

strangers can even help you more. Kenyans always want something in return.

These findings reveal that the relationship between earliemanel recent
immigrants is not always based on kindness and generosity or that the earlier immigrants
will provide for the new immigrants selflessly. Thigight year old Wanjiku, in the
United States for eleven years found herself in a situation thiedellow Christian her
mother had entrusted her to was unable to provide her and expected her taspaghbill
from the beginning.

When | arrived it was not what | had expected, it was completely different. The
living conditions were not good. The man who | had come to stay with said he has
no money, he complained all the tinaed hewas not very welcommat all. The

man asked me for money to pay for some of the bills and | was left with no

money. Now | had no money, knew nobody, no work and no nothing. The little
money that my mother had given me from Kenya was used up in a few days. We
were two girls wib had come at almost the same time to stay with the man and
the other girl was more challenging, sh
any questions | listened because | was naive and did not know any better. Because
the other girl kept on questiomjrihe man on many things he started getting

annoyed and our relationship with him became very bad. One day in the middle of
winter he threw us out in the cold. | had nowhere to go and nobody to turn to. |
wanted to cry and | prayed that my mother wouldvkinmw much | was suffering

here in America. | could not call her because | did not have money. The man had
hel ped me to get a small job cleaning s
he would tell me that we have to pay for food, house and bills aalil tbe

money would be used up. So now | had no money at all. Then there was the
problem of the weather, the change in weather, | had never seen winter and this
was so bad for me. Then now | had nowhere to go and no mduaewi. [sound

of desperation] learned the hard way, really hard way. People can be very bad
even if they are Christians. But God repays them.
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Some of the participants discussed how thestdhexpected to be repdat the
assistance they have providaterthe participantshad setéd. Therepayments were not
necessarily in the form of money but coaldo be requests for rides without the option
of saying no. Other times it would be demandsadigipat in theactivitiesorganized by
the host withouthe optionto decline Or it could take the form of requests for public
acknowledgement of the assistance they received in coming to the United States: Twenty
nine year old Kamau ran into problems with his uncle who had invited him when his
uncle constantly reminded him of what a hé@eor he had done for him. His uncle told
each and everyone about how poor his family back in Kenya was and wetéor him
Kamau would not have a future. Kamau explained that he even told his uncle that he truly
appreciated his kind gestures and e=jad him not to tell everyone the story because he
did not feel good about it. It was such conversations that created tensions between them
such that Kamau had to move out.

Even though it may not be possible to generalasel on this sampli is possble
to discuss a range of experiences. The participants discussed experiences including
patterns bexploitationreflectinginstances where newly arrived immigrants are taken

advantage of before they establish themselves.

5.4.4 Factors that determine socessful settlement in United States

The participants acknowledged that an
depends on the support they get in the initial stages of settling and their own initiative or
desire to succeed. According to the participaimmigrants who htha morerealisticand

practicalviews of theUnited Statesveremore likely to succeedpon arrival Some of
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the participants alluded to the fact that they would be much better off today if someone
had explained to them realisticalkhat it takes to succeed in the United States. From
the discussions, participants felt that there are a number of things that newly arrived need
to know. First, an explanation that while one makes more money in the United States, the
costoflivingisale much higher. Secondly, all the mc
there are no handouts and one must strive to work very hard to make a living. Some of
the participants also felt that it was important for new immigrants to know that other
Kenyans can andill exploit them, and that education will open up more opportunities.

The participants discussed the factors that are important for an immigrant to be
successful. In general, they outlined three factygetting college education, b)
attaining legaktatus, that is, residen@nd c) maintaining supportive networks. The
following discussion with Kariuki who has been initéd Statesor fifteen years and
prides himself in assisting new immigrants make better choices fittingly explains these
factors neded for success.

Kariuki: Yeah, yes | now know America much better.

Researcher:How?

Kariuki: This is what | am saying, if when | came someone had told me that all

the stories | hear about U.S. while | am in Kenya are fiction, | would have been
betteroff, well not better off as such, you know what | am saying, thatuld

have been more prepared [biefusé more psychologically prepared. Nowadays
when | talk to guys who justrrived | advise them to go to school regardless of
whetheryou havechumgslang for moneypr not.When you get youfirst chums

you go to school, you will never get enough, so you may as well pay for school.
You must go to school otherwise you will end up in dead jobs and you will be
working until you drop dead, yowill die working. Let me tell, thexzungu[white
personjhas no problem overworking you and underpaying isipusiness.

Without education you will not make it. Number two, I tell them, they have to
cchase stat@s? once you have education and status nobatlytake advantage

of you. All this | tell them after | have told them to forget that they will ever see
Michael Jackson or wear those clothes that they see in magazines. In fact | used to
0t hd® efasll ang used in Kenya tngattiregriorer t o w

%2 Chasing status refers to doing everything to ensure thajeisgesidency and eventually citizenship.
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when | was in Kenya doingiitumbabusiness than when | am here in the States,
can you imagine that?

Upon arrival many of the participants initially lived with relatives or friends they had
prior contact with. These contacts provided ppgut network. The participants felt that
the type of people you came into contact with played a major role in shaping your
experiences in United States. If apent more timavith people whavere more focused
on making their lives more successthien hey were impelledo follow suit. If one was
in bad company then chances of them being successful were greatly reduced. This was
also considered a key factor for success in United States.

In general, he main reasons for moving from Kenya were in seafch
better economic opportunities and education. The participants spoke at length about the
deteriorating economic conditions in Kenya as a major push factor and their desire to
better their lives and those of their families as a push factor. They chdse States
becausehey existing contactsinderstood the language and the popularized
representations of America in popular media culture createdraldlesmage. The
participantgpointed to three factors they considered as important for a successful
immigration experience, including: 1) having legal status to avoid-eedgobs which
offer no job growth 2) going to college/education to get the jobs that will allow them to
make more money 3) maintaining ties with people from Kenya, having a stronlg socia
support networkit is important to note that their definitiar success included

maintaining ties to assist the people they left behind in Kenya.
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CHAPTER SIX
ANALYSIS OF TIES

This chapter focuses on the findings about the ties that first gemeratigrants
from Kenya maintain. The first part of the chapter discusses the nature and characteristics
of ties that participants reported they maintained with the people they left behind in
Kenya. This is followed bysadtetheagasosswioyn t he
they maintained the ties. The second part of the chapter focuses on the benefits and
disadvantages of maintaining ties with Kenya. During the interyiparsicipants
discussed in detail their ties with fellow Kenyan immigrantstaedhird section reviews
their responses. The chapter concludes by highlighting how ties with Kenya and other
i mmi grants affect f relocatibnexperieneesiinahe Uroted Statesmi gr a
Overall, participants reported maintaining ties ahlibe individual and community
level, personto-person, perseto-community and communitio-community.
Communityto-community ties were the least frequent. Ties generally took the form of
communication, exchange of material goods such as money and atsaner goods,
trade or investment and transfer of intangible resources such as information, knowledge,

values and ideas and social support.

6.1 Characteristics of Ties

The ties that participants maintained were indicative of the strong longing they
hadfor their home country and the people they left behind. As one participant amply
noted, the ties weniransAtlantico t ais sush,they are the ties that connect the

participants. The connection was evident in the wordspdrdicipans used to describ
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theirfeelings abouttiestoKenya They used words and phrases

homedb Al am in constant touch because those
have known for the most partof mylde Al have to tal o WiTtheypeo
made me who | amoThdirrespansewere imbued gvithta sende ef m

belonging. Some of the participants expressed their surprise that | would be asking the
guestion fiwhy they maintain ti esspomset h Keny
should be pretty obvious. Their expressions regarding why they maintain ties were
suggestive of the role they played as social and cultural bridges between the people they
left back in Kenya and those who currently reside in the United Statesvd$imade
clear by fortytwo year oldOtieno,who has been in therlited Statesor thirteen yees
when he explained to me that:
ltds not about whether you are there [ Ke
you have done for yourself, family, neigits, if you helped your former primary
schools or secondary schools, you helped your community. Those are the issues, if
you do nothing then you are nothing, you do something then you are something.
Such responses emphasize the point that transnidiiemallow people to be in
more than one place. According to Otieno, having ties with Kenya ehaibleto remain
visible in his home community in Kenya even though he does not live therdayto-
day basis. During the interviews participants discdi$es issuen various waysabout
theirlivesi over t her e o. Bwamnithough the immigrantsiare gepgeaphically
separatedhey remain culturally, socially, politically and economically integrated with

their family and friends in Kenya. Anathcommon theme expressed by participants was

that tiewawr®t aedt owowi th both groups needi
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each other. It seemed important for participants to express that both sides gained from
these exchanges.

In reviewingthepat i ci p a n t Isvas ablests gooaprthe des that
participants discussed into mainly the following forms; a) communication ties, b)

remittances or material exchanges, c) home visits and d) cultural practices.

6.1.1 PhoneCommunication ties

Communia@tion ties included telephone calls, internet communication especially

email, instant messaging and online chatting, lettedspost cardsert through airmail.

The most popular way of maintaining ties with Kenya vedéesphonecommunication

Eighty-two pecent of the people stated that they called Kenya using the phone on a
regular basisfiRegulao referred to callind<enya at least once a week. The remaining
eighteerper cent sai d sometimnesevhidh Feferded t€alingykanyafiat
leastonce very month. None of the people said
to contact Kenya. Many participants indicated thalyuseal phone cards to make calls

and there were some people who indicated that they call at least more than three times a
week.

The popularity of phone cards was visible in Paterson, through the ads on several
convenience stores marketing ledigtance calling cardespeciallyat discounted rates.
Participants were very much aware of the popular calling empisciallythe aes with
cheaper rates. The popularity of phone cards was also visible through the numerous ads

for long distance calling cards in a local Kenyan newspd@aryan Empowerment

t
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NewspaperEven while participants admitted that making phone calls to Kenyaevgs
expensivethey still considered it the most convenient of all modes of communication.
To avoid the high charges, participants relied on text messages. Interestingly, the
participants revealed that phone communication was not always initiated by the
immigrants in the Wited StatesParticipants reported that in the recent past, the trends
have shown that people in Kenya sometimes initiate the phone conversations. In most
cases, participants reported that the people in Kenya would send text messages u
AShort Message Serviceo (SMS) to sdighthal t h
year old Wanjiku who has been in thaitéd State$or eleven years explaingthis
influx in phone communication is related to the upsurge inptelhe usage iKenya.
She said:
| can call my mother directly at her rural home upcountrynecessarilypnly
when she isn Nairobi or another big town! Before sgeta cell phonel had to
call soméody elseand ask them to pass on a message to her and mostioie¢he t
she would not get the message or if she gghietwould get latera@ven the wrong
messageNowwh en s he needs somet hi nghercdlll she h
her backand we can talk
Since Kenya liberalized the phone industhere has beemaipsurge in companies
that offer cell phone service&round the time of thisstudk enyads cel | phone
subscribers had reached about eight million at the end of 2006, up from 6.5 million
reported midyear 2006 (Reuters, Janu&i;)2007). Cell phones hayegoved to be a great
alternative to land linesvhich were very expensive and toalong time to install. The
cell phones have allowed participatd maintain more consistent and meaningful ties.
The instantaneous communication using cell phones hasalde it possible for the

people in Kenya to be more involvedtive everyday activities of those currently residing

in the United States. News about the birth of a baby, death or illness or other issues can
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now be shared as soon as the event occurspliaties have also made it possible to
communi cate about commonpl ace | simpyes such
chatting about nospecific issues. The upsurge of cell phones in Kenya has created a

great opportunity for the people in Kenya to be péthe everyday lives of those who

currently reside in United States.

6.1.2Internet communication
There were various ways in which people maintained ties using the internet
including a) email communication, b) reading newspaged Kenyan news on inteet,
¢) blogging or chattingand d) buying Kenyan products online for their own use or for
people back in Kenya. Email was the most popular of internet communication with
twentyni ne per cent st at i napadditoeathirtyafeuepeceritr egul ar
sai d t hey us. edalyoné¢ paricipantsaid theseesger used email. Those
who use email indicated that they email back and forth several times a week and they find
it cheaper than making phone calls. Email was also used to supplementalsne
Mwende who is in her mithirties and has lived in hited State$or eight yars
explained and said:
| call home almost twice a week and email is every now and then. When tovant
explain something very much, | go to the email because explainittgegphone
can be expensive. Sometimes | use the phone for long but I try very much to use
little time on the phone because even whth phone cards it is very versig]
expensive to talk for long.
Participants explained that email had disadvantdgdses not provide a voice

and so the human feeling is missing and b) it is only available where thezetrgil/

and internet servicthat is, mostly in the main urban center&enya Even though the
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participants pointed out that email was notriest expressive of media, it still allowed
them to remain in constant contact with people in Kenya.
Blogging or online chatting was not very popular. Sevdoty percent of the
people said they had Anevero usied it and o
A r e g u Blaggirigyand chatting was most popular among younger male participants
compared to older and female participants. The younger male participants also seemed to
be more technologically savvy and were willing to explore other options offartéteo
internet. The chat rooms and blogging boards mainly deal with Kenyan issues and
information on where Kenyan events are taking place.
Newspaper reading was another way that participants stayed in touch with Kenya
and kept abreast with events in Kenyaventytwo (68%) participants stated that they
fiso me t i“mmdée@gularhdo r ead Kenyan news online. Eig!|
that they fineverd read Kenya ntevewo From t h
popular Kenyan daily newspaper reaereThe Daily Natiorand theEast African
Standard Probably because these are printed and distributed by the two largest media
houses and were among the first Kenyan newspapers to carry an online \Bosierof
the participants stated that they focusedhengolitical sections while othessated that
theyfocused on the sporsection. Interestingly, sonparticipantgeported that they read
Kenyan newspapers for political nevissit when asked directly abotiteirinvolvement
in Kenyan politicstheyrespamdedthatthey were not involved in politic3.her reported
interest in political events in Kenya artdtement@bout not having political ties could

beindicaive of participant§forms of distinguishing between active and passive political

BHAl wayso referred to reading the news daily, Airegu
a week, fisometi meso referred to reading the news at
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involvementAt the same time, none of them mentioned reading the Kenyan newspaper
that circulates in the United Stat&gnyan Empowerment Newspapeweekly

newspaper published by KIM media group that operates from Atlanta, Georgia.

6.1.3Regular mail

Writing letters was not very popular and those who used it indicated that it was
for very specific purposes. For example, regular mail was used when sending bulky
reading materials e.g-ollege applications or college informatitmand from Kenya
Also for those o have friends or family in remote areas where there are no phones and
computersletter writing is still the best means of communication. Some participants
discussed that they used creative ways to try to speed up the delivery of letters to their
folks in remote areas. Kyalo, a-4@ar old man who has been in the United States for
twenty years explained the chasgeithemait

You know email is a new thing. When we came here we used to write letters and

it would take a monttior the letterto get there ashthen another month for tine

reply to arrive backimagine two monthsor morefor one letter! So, we gave up
onwriting letters If you hada girlfriendback in Kenya and you left herere,

your chancesf maintaining the relationship were minimdha 6 s what happe

to many of us, we had girlfriendsck thereand because ddick of
communicatiot hi ngs di dndét work out. So, thi
t hing. For me, |l write to my cousin
on hisemail, so, when he gets it he Mgkint it out and take it home [countryside]

to them when he visit$de goes home every weekend so | get a reply in short
time. That is why | am saying the person who invented the internet did the whole
world a big favor.

These are some of the creative ways that show how people are able to mix the

local and the global to achieve what works best for them under different circumstances.
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6.1.4Material exchangesand Remittances

Nearly all the participants indicated that thegintained ties with people in
Kenya through sending money or remittanieesieon a regular basis. Thggaphbelow
shows the frequency with which participants sent money. For purposes of the study,
sending money fdAregul ar | yastoncedveryrmordhd t o send
regardles® f t he amount .omedndriersg moenfey rfiesd t o t he
money at least every other month or at least a odtsik times in a year. When
participanss t at ed f h ait meanhteagending money Iasthan six times in

one year. There was no one who stated that

Graph 6.1 Frequency of sending money to Kenya
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Responses showed that money wastmainly forhouseholdinancial support
and educationvioney for sipportinghouseholdincludedthe money senso that people
in Kenya can purchageod, clothes, pay hospital bills amdgeneraimeettheir daily
living expensesWhen participants outlined the specific activities that they supported

their responsesuggesedthatthis wasmoney sent to ensure the household surviMad
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responses included in this part of the analysis do not include money that was sent to buy a
house or money sent to stathasinessthose responses were included in the investment

section of the analysisGraph6.2$rows t he di stri bution of par

Graph 6.2: Distribution of the reasons that participants sent money to Kenya
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The responses showed that there was consensus that one of the main reasons for sending
money bak to Kenya was to pay for household survival followed by money for
educational purposes.
It was not possible to establish precisely the amount of money that participants
sent to KenyaMany of the participants explained that they sent money generadly on
i arse e d e dand theafare tlse amount varied depending on the need or the problem
that the people in Kenya hadthat particular time. fie participantgxplainedhat the
amounts and frequenoyf remittancepeaked in the months of January, Apritla
December. Thénding that the first twanonthshave high frequency of remittances is
not surprising to people familiar with the Kenyan education system. The two months

correspondo openingdates forschoos in Kenya Since schools in Kenya follow arte
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term school yeathe months of January, April and August mark the beginning of the
first, second and third terms respectivélythe same time many school administrators
have regulations that at least three quarters of the tuition be paid witHinstheo

terms of the school yeaks such, most participants would be sending money for
educational purposehiring the start of the school terms

The participants explained that they sent higher amounts of money in December
so that their family and fends can celebrate Christmas and New Year holidays. Many
participants explained that they bought gifts for their family, friends and community
during Christmas. The participants also indicated that they sent money to their family and
friends who reside inrban areas in Kenya to travel back to the rural homes for the
Christmas and New Year festivities. Similar reasons were also mentioned for the month
of April during the Easter holiday$ Participants did not mention the month of August as
one of the monthwith peak amount and frequency of sending money yethe start of
the third and last term of the school year. One possible explamaitiwbe that
participants make arrangements to pay the tuition and fees in two installments.

The most common metld of sending money was through Western Union, even
though participants mentioned that they do sometimes use other money transferring
agencies such as Moneygram, PostaBind Poapa¥’ PostaRy and Poapay are
relatively newer and smaller money sending agencompared to the more established

Western Union and Moneygram. Participants also indicated that besides using the

% |n Kenya, Easter is marked bwa public holidays on Good Friday and Easter Monday; thus Easter
provides an extended weekend. In the month of December, Christmdseasalytafter Christmas (Boxing
Day) are public holidays.

% postaPay is a money transfer service provided by the Pastabi@tion of Kenya; Poapay is also a

money transfer service that is based in Alabama but mostly operated online and provides money transfer
services specificalljo Kenya.
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established formal channels of sending motfesy engaged in sending money
informally. The most commomformal means of sending monasged by participants
wasrelying onfriends or someone thenew who wadraveling to Kenya. The was no
mention of any other kinds @iformal channels of sending money to Kenyarticipants
expressed their preference for formal channels such as Westiem ahd Moneygram
which they deemetb bemore secure and reliable. Their only complaint was the high
fees that the established money transfer agencies charged. They expressedwlesethey
not very confident about the newer and Msl known agenciesr theinformal methods

of using peoplavith whom they are not familiar.

Besides money transfers, the participants reported that they maintained ties by
sending goods to people in Kenya. Sending goods to Kenya has been one of the oldest
ways to stay induch. There were onlyvo or five percenparticipants who said that they
send goods to Kenya on a regular basis. A larger number of participants, sixteen (42%)
indicated that they fArarelydo send goods to
sending gooslito Kenya cited by the participants was that it was very expensive and there
were not many shipping options. They also pointed out that even if the cost of sending
goods was lower, there was extensive bureaucracy involved when the goods arrived at the
port of Mombas&?®

Faced with these constraints the participants said that they usually send goods to
Kenya mostly with friends when tiadravel back to Kenya.His is not popular since
many people are not willing to take extra baggage. The cost of airtfigiglso

prohibitive. Therefore, many participants such as Moraa in her late thirties and in the

®Mombasa is the second | ar gest ,situaedalongihe Kkdianya and it
Ocean.
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United State$or nine years have resorted to sending the money to buy the goods in
Kenya. She explained how she goes about this
| find it far much easiertsend money to the people in Kenya so that they buy the
clothes there in Kenya because | am telling you whatever is available in the stores
here in U.S., rest assured, you can find it on the streets of Nairobi. You will be
shocked. So why spend money mgythe clothes here and spend money sending
them,you can simplysend the money and they buy them in Nairobi.
Moraads statements also reveal the exte
Participants need only to go to Western Union and send money &msenm Kenya, the

money can be received almost instantaneously, and the person in Kenya can purchase an

American brand name product straight from a shop on the streets of Nairobi.

6.1.5Home visits

Visits to Kenya were not very frequent. During thetfiz® years, a total of 18
(47%) participants stated that they had not visited Kenya, 13 (34%) said they had visited
Kenya once, andeven o18% had visited Kenya more than once. Of the seven
participants with more than one visit to Kenya, two men repdttat they had visited
Kenya more than four times in the last five years. Many of the people who visited said
they had to attend the funeral and burial servicgmoégnt, sibling or otheslose family
members Others wanted to maintain contacts witeithmmediate family that they left
behind.

The situation of forty year old Musembi, who has been in thieed State$or
fifteen years, is very different because he travels to Kenya every year. Musembi
explained that

| go home every year, | have to gome. | am lucky now, before, it was difficult.
It took mesomenine years before | was able to travel. | had not seen my children
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for nine years. So now | make up for that time and go home every year. | make
sure | save money and go home, my childrentaee, and | have to go.
When asked why he would leave his children in Kenya instead of bringing them over, he
answered that:
You know | have been in this country fong; | know and have seen what has
happened to children who come here. The problenysgive their parents, some
get lost, theyose direction, thejust...[unfinishedsentencandinstead gestures
with hands in ajr So | decided that my children will grow up in Kenya and they
will come to college her&hey will havehada good foundatioin Kenya they
know their home and where they come frohey haveoots[emphasikthey
dondot t feisonkjeanhamd harhburger.
Other participants went home to follayp onthe progresof theirinvestment
projects. There were two men whxpiained that they went home because they had
started community projects and they had gone to check on the progress. Those who had
visited Kenya spoke proudly of their accomplishments in Kenya, their experiences and
surprises, and the traditional Kenyamgenirs they brought on their return. A majority
of the participants talked about how they looked forward to their eventual return to Kenya
upon retirement yet none of the participants could provide a proposed date ofimeturn.

general men visited Kenyaare often than women as analyzed and discussed later in the

chapter on gender.

6.1.6Cultural Practices

Ties with Kenya served to maintain cultural linkages especially for maintenance
of cultural identity through engagement in specific cultural andiogiggactivities. The
participants explained that maintaining ties was one of the ways they expressed their

commitment to their culture and demonstrated that they had not abandonedtitivay
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of life. They mentioned that maintaining a cultural conneatvih Kenya was a constant
reminder of their origins. There were various things that participants were engaged in as
part of their cultural ties. Firdiorn men discussed the influential role that they still
playedin decisionmaking even when they are fawvay. Their rolsranged from making
decisions about family activities such as when certain family rituals would be held, burial
sites, how to handle conflicts, business decisions and other types of decisions. Men talked
about how they would travel to Kga for certain rituals that according to them require
the presence of the firbiorn male especially in relation to burial and inheritance. On the
other hangwhile women acknowledged that they had more say in certain decisions
because of their financiatatus they tended to talk about their role as encouraging the
people in Kenya to make decisions on their own. The men talked extensively about their
influence and seemed to appreciate the power they wielded while making the decisions.
While the participats emphasized their commitment to maintaining cultural ties
and engaging in cultural practicéiaditions did not always follow similgratternghey
did while in Kenya. As Atieno, in her late thirties and in thetedd State$or seven years
at the timeof study, explained in ddataabout baby showers, she said:
We [members othewomen groupalso do baby showergaani,[meaning]jwe
call it baby shower here, bytdusé¢ what | can say is that we do the Kenyan
style Webring theclothes for thédaby afer thebabyis bornnot before we see
the babyYou know how people do a baby shower Rérkey bring things for the
baby before the baby is botthat is not good. It can bring bad luckrake
somet hing bad happen t o t babyubtihitisy. We c a
born, thatds how wedkinSpwe follow tlranaddist hat 6 s h
importantbecauseve do not want tdoring bad luck to someoroe her baby and
also her family. Alsopher e peopl e go to t lrausitheby s ho:
baby shower is naimply about the material thinght.can go orfor alongtime
evenafter the child is bor nButtdmakeaitoigt know
story short, after the baby is born, people go and help the mother for some time.

For us the important paif baby showeis after the baby is born. The mother
needs help, needs rest, needs someone tedialsy that is the time she needs
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people not before the baby is born. Before the baby is born, you are free, you can
control it in yourstomach, it is after it comes out that things chaagkthen that
is the time you need people to help
The participants creatively redefined how to conduct some of the rituals and
ceremonies to suit their circumstances. They were also selectivevdiiontcultugal
practiceghey wanted to emphasize and which ones they downpldseeh though she
uses the wordbaby shower her explanations of what constitutes one déter
significantlyfrom the prevailingpractices of baby shower the United Stat The
discussions with Atieno regarding the importance of the role of women when helping
each other takes a different tone when she talks about relationships with men.
America is nothe same aKenya where men can do whatever they whletre
they have tgarticipate in taking care of the children, cooking and helping with
other things in the house. And | like it that wéynd if they think they can get
away with anything the system is there to make things work for women. Women
in America are more protectethey are safer and |1 like that.
Such discussions were common and women switched between discudtirg
practices they vgh tomaintainand those they wisthange. These discussions reveal
that immigration offered the participants more option$iwéigard to cultural practices.
While | was not able to discern many examples of switching from the discussions with
men, it was clear that men were ambivalent about certain aspects of their culture. The
discussion with Wafula, in his late twenties anthia United Stategor five years,
about the kind of wife he would prefer highlights this ambivalence.
Wafula: | am not married, girls here are a problem. It is not easy to find someone

you can agree with and um &
Researcher What are you looking for?
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Wafula: [laughs] A woman, just a woman. Someone who will cog#li %" and
|l i sten. Personally | douseworklnteanM@oita pr obl
now so | have no issues with that. But you want someone who will be nice to you
and listenpnly listen, notsomeone who argues all the time. You also want
someone who ieardworking;life is not easy here in America so you need two
incomes if you will make it. Women come here and change, real change. You will
not believe they are the same people you knew iry&en
Even though Wafula claimed that he was comfortable doing house chores, he was
at the same time concerned about getting a wife who conformed to his traditional
gender ideals of a wif@ho will show deference to their husbahtk also includes
othernontraditional attributes such @seference for an income earning wife who
would supplement the household budget. These sentiments reveal the situation that men
found themselves in as they grapple with gender issuethedne hand they espouse
the tradtional gender ideals of submissive wife and on the other hand they
acknowledge the reality of the economic conditjavisich demand a netraditional
wife engaged in employment and hence to a certain extergindependen It is
probable the nomompatble perspectives that led men to make statements blaming the
influence of American society.
The men spoke at leng#tboutthe negative influence that American society has
on Kenyan women. They frequently made empl
andbehavior changkdrastically upon arrival in United States. Interestingly, these
concerns about changing attitudes of men and women were discussed mostly by men;

women were generally silent about such issu@iven these discussions with the

participants t i s possi ble that men develop negat

2" Ugali is a staple Kenyan dish made from mixing hot boiling water with corn flour and cooking it until it
is a specific consistency; it is mostly served with vegetable or beef stew it is also commonly served with
roast beef.
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influence on Kenyan women when their expectations are not met. For many of the men
they came to the United States and then made plans for their wives to join them or even
60i mp or theidkdfrom Keayia.rTheir expectations were that their wives would
conform to theaccepted Kenyaideal of femininity; however, when their expectations

were not met, they attributed it to the influence of American life.

6.2 Communication Ties

Participarts maintained ties with family and friends in Kenya. They reported that
they spend time and money on communication through phone and emails. During the
discussions participantssed Swahili proverbs such aswacha mila ni mtumwZ to
emphasize their comtnient to maintaining ties with Kenya. The ties with Kenya were a
constant reminder of their home country. Thigight year old Wanjiku who has been in
United States for the last eleven years explained the importance of these ties when she
said

Firstandd or e most Kenya i s holmemindsyouwof candt f

where you came from so that you donoé6t f

and that your life isbere is merely asveryone elsg kere in the America. It is not

the sameYou came fromaidf f er ent pl ace and you canot

are times when | am talking to people here and | feel out of place but whenever |

talk to people in Kenya | feel at home. | keep in touch with the people at home

they remind me all the time of home, theople at home make you know that

your life is not American.

While the participants expressed the importance of the ties with Kenya, they
emphasized the role these ties played during their initial stagiled)JStatesThe case of
twenty-eight year oldAli in the United State$or seven years shows that when he:said

| came and lived with my friend but everyone was always busy and | called

Kenya a lot. Theifst first [sic] days in Americal called a lotfemphasis
originall. | mean whenever | saw ghing new, good or bad or whatever, | called

% This is a Swahili proverb that states s/he who abandons their culture could be referred to as a slave.
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and told them. In the beginning most of my friends were still in Kenya, | mean |

had some friends here but they seemed d

well, didndét know tférentahddherdvere notuhe musi c

activiiies noé | mean there were fun activiti

It was evident that social networks based in Kenya were very important to-newly
arrived immigrants. Maintaining ties helped to fill in empty sociaksg that
participants may have experienced. Since it took a while to build social networks in
United States, these connections allowed the participants to maintain the social support
system that they had left behind. Phone and email ties strengthersdsspport and
eased the feelings of separation and isolation. They also provided an emotional and
mental image of homevhich would motivate the participants to pursue their objectives
for coming to the Wited StatesThemental images of Kenya offeredcetn the comfort of
knowing that if things do not work out in their favor in the U.S, they still have the option
of returning home. Such thoughts and feelings cushion the participants and provide relief
from various stresses of being in a new country.

Ties with Kenya did not stop even after participants had been in the United States
for longer periods of time. Communication ties through phone and internet continued. As
such Ali explairdhow his ties have continued even after he settled down inrttiedJ
StatesHe said that

We talk aboutomputershe[the contact in Kenyap goodwith computersl talk

to him becauségrew up with him and spent most of my childhood with hite

grew up together and have a lot in comnmatuding girls, school and mgn

other things. Br the first few weekafter| arrived here we talked a lot about girls

but thatgradually stoppeds | started to interact with other people here. Now we

talk about education, he is doing engineering at JKtJAMNd so we compare the

educaibn system in U.S. and Kenya. We still talboat the girls we grew up with
[laughg. It is funny, it feels good when we talk, we have known each other for

29 Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT) is one of the public universities in
Kenya.
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long, and hecan tell me anythingVetalk, you know, guystalk. He updates me
about everything. Wibh girls got married to who, who is dating who, who went
where, who has changed jobs, who bought a newezlly about everything.
Stuff | ike that, you know, maybe itds n
know and in fact | enjoy ittunny e@?
These discussions reveal that ties with people in Kenya provided an avenue for
the participants tsustairthe social relations they had while in Kenya. The
communication ties also provided participants with a social network composed of people
with similar backgrounds, peopleho they were familiar withBy getting all the current
6gossipd or infor mat i onthapartcipants stayéddelosetpe op | e
the people they had | eft balekntouadwitikenya. Th
people in Kenyan an orgoing basisand get information on social happenings kept
them updat ed . aheidconiinuous éndageménbwattppeople in Kenya
allowed them to participate Kenya while residing in the tited Statesindeed as some
participants pointed out, it was as if they had never really left Kenya. What may be
deemed as idle chatter may have great meaning to the participants. It can serve as means
of social support and alsosense of belonging. In other words, it could havesheial
aspects such as acting as a buffer to stressful conditions that the participants may face in
the United States
Atieno, in her mid thirties and in thenided Statesor seven years, pointed out
another reason why communication ties are impottamt her . She sai d, A Wl
maintain ties with Kenya whenever you want them to do something for you in Kenya
they are more willing because, you have be

Mai ntaining ties suggest s masocrltpesitiomiltng f a mi

allows the immigrants an opportunity to insert themselves directly into the lives of people
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in Kenya. This ensures that people in Keny
presence and existence through communication ties afipgatione calls.
When the participants talked about their communication with people in Kenya,
they explained in detail how their parents, siblings, children, relatives and friends have
assisted them with their daily lives. They talked about how theygdHleir concerns or
problems that they were facing as they went about their daily activities. The conversation
with 42-year old Mueni who has been imited Statesor eighteen years shows the
various issues she discusses with her family when she caits th
Mueni: | talk about many things, very many thingsd differenthings with
different people. My parents usually we discuss about money for fees for my
brothers or money to start business or start some investment. My parents we
discuss those kinds tiings. With my sisters, [long pause] we talk about their
problems. You know, two of them are married and so we discuss our lives and
things that are going on, are happening. You know men are the same all over the
world, so | talk with my sisters abouirlgs like that.
Researcher What things about men?
Mueni: Yes, yes about our families. If something happened with her husband or
chil dren we discuss it. éYes, things |
marriage, children problems-ina ws , i ttadbe marred, yoe kmemwthat. |
need someone to tell exactly how | feel, when | feel like | am reaching the end, |
call, same with my sisters. We grew up together and it is easy to tell them because
you know they wonoét tell ot her peopl e.
These sentimenfsom Mueni about seeking assistance with family problems
were also expressed by other participants. The issues that the participants sought counsel
from people in Kenya included marital conflicts, problems with relatives, concerns about
bringing up their bildren and business/investment options. Mueni explained that she was
aware that married life is a challenge but also believed that being in America made it
even more challenging. She felt that the context of marital conflicts in America was very

differentciting especially economic demands and the means of resolving the marital

conflicts. Mueni believed that coming from a different culture, the standard interventions
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for marital conflicts may not work for her. She stated that it was very difficult faoher
explain her marital problems to a stranger. She also expressed sentiments about the
distrust that she has especially when she has to share details about an intimate and
personal issues such as marriage. Other participants in different ways expredaed si
views. Therefore, they felt more comfortable discussing certain issues with family
members rather than seek a professional 0s
them in such aspects.

Furthermore, the upsurge in cell phone usage hasedlthe participants to be
able not only to send but also receive compassion. It also enables them to go through
certain experiences together at the same time. As Cherono in her late fifties and in the
United State$or six years explained how sheparteip ed i n her mot her ds
in the year. She said

My friend, Monica pot real namand some other ladies from my church came

over here on the day of my motherds fun

there were a great comfort to me. Maugjhter who lives in Germany traveled to

Kenya for the funeral and before she traveltag son had prepared a CBly

son is good with suctinings;| mean music is his thg. | taped my eulogy and the

songs | wanted for yndaughterd takethem home. Whethe funeral started she

called me from hecell phone and | listened to the funerigé¢s | was very sad,

very very sadYou should have heard the eulogi®y mother was reallygood

personthe church praised her, the government representative, meichraren

and great grandchildren. It was really moviAdter the funeral spoke to my

father, uncles, aunts and other peaph® had come to the funer&ven the

women from my church were surprised at how many people came and how well

organized the foeral was. The following day my daughter had the pictures on the

internet and | made a videBemember, the DVDBhatl showedyoy t h.at 6s it
Through phone tieCherono was able to be part of the funeral ceremony for her mother.

Even though she statstie would have loved to be there physically but she

acknowledged that her grief was eased by participating via phone. She was also able to
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share pictures with her friends here in thateld Statesonnecting her networks through
internet ties. These arerae of the creative ways that immigrants build their social
capital.

Immigrants are likely to be engaged in lawome employment and belongao
minority groupandthe phone conversations and vided®wedparticipants to challenge
their low status in dited StatesAs Cherono mentioned, through the videos and
conversations she was able to show her friends here imikedStateshat there are
places where she regarded as a person with high status. Such ties allowed her to challenge
her image and ine& boost her status among the people heranitet! StatesOn the
other end, in Kenya, her ability to use technology effectively to express her commitment
and loyalty as a daughter boosted her status.

The discussions with the participants showed thattitigoeople in Kenya have
social value. The detailed explanatidnysparticipants demonstrat¢he extenof social
support theyerive from the tieand that the ties are beneficiihe communication ties
also served as means of maintaining a cultueaitity. One of the common themes was
that if they (participants) held to their culture they would avoid some of the problems
they see in the kited StatesThey believed that they needed to maintain their customs
which they deemed more supportive of befidnily relations. Mutuku, who has been in
United States$or twentyyearsdiscussed the importance that culture plays in maintaining
harmonias relations when he said that:

Women who maintain ties with Kenya will have less marital problemige those

of them who come and disconndieeir ties with people in Kenya. Theynd up
adopting American ways artden theyget lost and lasrespect for familywalues
Maintaining ties with Kenya also helps with child rearing because when someone

talks to people ifrKenya they learn more about respect drar cultural ways and
this gives them more direction and also maintain discipline. Therefore these groups
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are really needed more here because of the problems of being in new environment
and new challenges.
It seemed that understanding origins and the lifestyles back in Kenya was a major
concern for the participants and they wanted their children to understand life in Kenya.
Some of the participants explained that they travel with their young children back to
Kenyas o t hat t hey c¢ an .sbbeyenphasizeditbey Wwaated theit de o f
children to understand where they come from and also be proud of their culture.
Maintaining ties with people in Kenya provided an avenue for participants tdimstil
their children a sense dfieir identity. Thirtynine year old Karimi has been in the United
States for sixteen years said that she thought that her culture was important to children
because it instilled a sense of social control and responsibility to the catyun@ine
wantedto emphasizéhese attributew her children because her parents emphasized the
same things to her. She said
[Exaggerated paul# is important for us to maintain our culture, especially for our
children. Our children need to know arethey come from and how it wak you
come here and dondét maintain ties with h
homeYou know that mwaelkeabmi ha®fshewhonts u dwa 6
abandons their culture is enslaved]. | look around here in Amarnd some of the
things or problems we see are because people have no roots, when you know where
you come from there is a kind of responsibility given to you. You have to maintain
that standard, you dondt want ativese.l di sappo
think that is important and | want my children to know that. Here children are made
to believe they have more power than theirdashand motherss¢orrfully] Yes,|
believe in discipline, you can call it communal discipline or social control o
whatever, but | knowitworks. f a parent canét discipline
will?
Karimid explanation of why she thought ties were important was geared towards

di stinguishing herself as someone who had

wanted her children to belong to that group @arty-nine year old Barasa, who has
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been in United States for ten years captured the essence of this argument very clearly
when he said that; AYes. We thktaranp@ns ar e us
comnunal living compared to klted Statesvhere people are more segregatéa! will

mai ntain ties with people in Kenya.o0o These
maintain ties and participate in development in Kenya they acquire status and in some

ways have the ability to resist the subordinate status they occupy as a minority group in

United States. For others, they are able to sustain the status they had while living in

Kenya.

6.2.1Communication ties as source of information

During the study manparticipants explained that they maintained
communication ties with family and friends back in Kenya to serve as a source of
information. The participants reported that they provided information to potential
immigrantsconcerningcollege admissions argpplicationguidelines. They also provide
information on upcoming events in United States that for those people in Kenya are
willing and able to attend. The comments by Wafula, a man irtlmmiges and in the
United State$or the last five years clearlyethonstrate the importance of this reason

Yes, yeah, | talk to my father mostly about my sisters. A lot of times when | talk

to my father it is mainly about my brother who i @ountrywithheld]. My father

wants my brother to come to Amerioat my broher prefersiname ofcountryj.

He does not want to leaveduntry}. But he canét get a job
worries about hinand believes thsolution isfor him to come to America. My

father thinks thato cometo America youonly walk from [country} to here. |

have tosendmy brother information on how to get a visa and all thhgJe to

make all the arrangements and send them. At trmefatheris a pain because he

does not understand and my father thinks | arrhlegdedsiccand donodt want
help my brother. | have to make sure that everything willwemidlt hey donot
understand that is not easy| know fromexperiencehat| better make sure

everything is right before | sdrit.
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At the same time, the information was not necessarily abouing to United
States. Participants expressed that people wanted to stay in touch wisirtipyrio
know about America and confirm or refute the things they see on television. According to
the participantspp e opl e ar e fAt hi r st yhisfperspectivewas about /
clearly expressed by Mwende, who is in her-thigties and has been in thenited
Statedor eight years. She said

People call me to ask me about something that they he#nd news about

Louisianaor California I live here and Bm not even aware df Gosh, they call
meandaras ki ng, Adid you see tharespohduge f i r e
with,helloll | i ve on the East Coastallmagustat 6s | |
to find outif | know abouthe fire.

The informaion exchange is not only about current news or America,; it extends
to technical expertise including business advice. This exchange of ideas was very
impressive as Njeri who is a nurse and has beemitretl Statesor seven years. She is
in her midthirties and was very enthusiastic about her conversations with people back in
Kenya. She said:

So when | went to Kenya, | took some medications and embarked on teaching the
basic health stuff. Thinger First Aid and what they can do in case of emergency
and sehthings Because the hospitals are very far and they are little things they
can do to save lives before they get medical attention. | have been telling them
especially the importance of the aloe vera plant. This is a plant that grows wildly
back home anget it has so many medicinal values. So | tell them what they can
do, | also tell them about théuarumbainiineem]* tree which camlsobe

grown easily inrany part of the country, any part, even the dry aa$carbe

used for many ailments keep elling them that medicine is not necessarily in a
white tablet or capsule that even herdkic] works. They laugh when they hear
that people here in the U.S. are going
take herbal medicine.

¥AMuarumbaini © i s $beenknowendomits variceemedidinal punposksalt is

commonly referred to as fAheal erdo of all ail mentsod or
%1 1n this case, the participant was referring to herbal or organic remé&tekughed because currently in
Kenyatherei@ move towards organic produce and most of it
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The informationexchangeelated to thewgpport for use of indigenous materials
was also a topic discussed by the founders of one of thpmo@ihorganizations. They
indicated that one of their initiatives was to support science studies in high schools. Since
the equiprent is very expensive especially science dissection kits, they are embarking on
a project to develop cheaper science dissection kits using local resources to develop the
small knives and other pieces of equipment. This is an important aspect of the exchang
of educational and development ideas as a form of remittance.

Other participants exchanged information about business. It was apparent that
information that was sent back to Kenya was especially about the service sector and how
to start a small scale bumess. The focus for these types of exchanges seemed to provide
information on possible linkages, donors or sponsors for their activities. Participants also
stated that they asked people in Kenya about viable investment opportunities especially in
real esate. As twentynine year old Fauzia, who has been mteld Statesor nine years
explained, communication ties haveithdownside. She said:

When they [thgoeople in Kenypgcall me in the early hours of mung, | get

upset. | have explaidgo themsomany times the time difference and thest

d o n 6 it! Angl hien they call they are always asking for sometHingpu

dondt send it they wil!/l keep calling an

Another thing, when they find your number, you @ré&ouble They share it with

everyone else and now you will be getting more calls from Kenya than from

within U.S. Can you believe that?

Even though participants appreciated communication ties with people in Kenya
they also felt that at times it ingtad theipersonakpace. They no longer could choose

when to respond to requesiscause of the increase in cell phone ownership and usage.

Since more people in Kenya now have access to cell phtwegscan contadamily and
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friends in the United Statebrectly to make their requesiBhe participants pointed out

that the number and frequency of requests for assistance from Kemjadraased and

to someextentit has become a burden. As many participants mentioned, most phone
calls end with a requefor some form of assistand® which the participants feel

obliged to respond. Frequent and direct phone and email communication also provide the
people in Kenya an opportunity to express in detail the situation on the ground with the
hope that it willexpedite their requests for assistance. Participants revealed tina¢s

they have gone out of their wayhastily provideassisanceonly to find out later thathe

situationhad beerexaggeratedl'hey expressed disappointment at such occurrences.

6.2.2Ties and Political engagement

The participants did not have much to say about politicalRiesn the
interviews, the participants did not mention polissacommontopic of discussion
when they cotacted pople in KenyaFurthermore, ane of he participants mentioned
out rightly thatpolitics wasa factor in their decision to come to United Staaging the
interviews thaliscussions about Kenyan politics required more prompting than
discussion®n social and economic issues. When asked héreghey maintained political
ties with Kenya, the most common response wasalhtitey engaged in wasadng
about Kenya on the newspapers availabiéhe internet. Their next source of political
information about Kenya was the news brought back bpleevho had visited Kenya.
In his discussion about his political ties or lack thereof, twairtg year old Kamau who
has been in United States for seven years said

[Inadismissivetold dondét foll ow Kenyan politics
sameold politicians being recycled. | used to follow the politics but | realized that
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it is a political game and that it wil!/l

because it is the same safsig] person who is corru@nd yet thasame person

will still be elected and be president and then he will elect his corrupt friends as

ministers. It is the same cycle and no chaitgs.only talk, talk and no change.

Kamau was verygssionatevhen he expressed thesemments about the
political situationin Kenyaand the failure of the political systeamo addr ess t he
problems. Ironically,he level of passiowith whichthey discussethe political situation
was indicative of their involvement in the political issue&enya Eventhoughthe
particip a nihiteld@esponseo the questiomn political ties waghat they @ not
maintainpolitical ties, many proceeded to engagé&ngthy discussiasof how the
political system hd failed. Theymade reference to recent events that were either
indicative of progress or failure revealing their intimate knowledge about Kenyan
politics.

It is possible that the reluctance to admit political ties was related to history of
repression in Kenya. Until recently, openly opposing the president was considered
trea®nable and people were detaifé@ome of the immigrants from Kenya in the 1980s
and1990s were running awdyom persecution by the government mostly for their
dissenting viewsAs suchit is possible thathere was a dggarity betweertheir political
actvities and opinions. Even though the participants reported that they did not send
money or actively support political activities in Kenya they expressed very strong

opinions about the political situation in Kenya.

32 By the mid1980s, after a failed coup in 1982, the ruling party K.A.N.U (Kenya African National Union)
heavily curtailed freedom of expressions and association. The constitutiomeade to make Kenya a

de jure one party state and the ruling party expressed intolerance for critics instilling a culture of fear and
silence (Kiai, 1992).
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It is alsopossible that the participargenuinely did not feel very involved in
political activitiesbecause of their limited etihe-ground knowledge about Kenyan
politics. Cherono who has been in United States for six years, in her late fifties
summarized the political knowledge of Kenyan irgrants when she said

Sometimes | am workingut when | get a chance | attend the meetihgs there

to talk, eat and socialize. At these places you find people tadiasg ya pesa
nane[pettypolitics] and how they feel about the country. d o ethetalkl i k
becausehey talk mostly negativihingsabout the political situation in Kenyand

how the government is not helpingthe peoh at | dono6t wunder st e
can people in the U.S. criticize Keny@®@me of then have been here for twenty

yearsand never gonbackhome and when they stand upatk; theyconsider
themselvegxperts on politics in Kenyddow? | think that if these people are

genuine and interested in Kenyan politics they should go home and see for

themselves what the governméiais done and then come back and talk. It does

not help Kenya much when we are here an
dondét do much! | believe that we can su
but not me! I will not give politicians money, | wiolrather give it to the

individual women groups or other people who will do better things for people

than politicians.

The comments by Cherono reveal that the lack of involvement and support for
political activities back in Kenya coulisobe linked tdimited knowledge and alsa
lack of confidence iithe politicians. Oneparticipant who had attended a political
meeting organized here in United Sta&pressed that he was very disappointed with the
meeting The meeting did not provide the detailshas expected and as such he chose to
remain uncommitted to political activities back in Kenya. Talking about the political
meeting, twentyeight year oldAli who has been ithe United States for sevegrears,
said
Actually, when | get a chance sometinigm to the KenydJmoja[unity] **group
meetingsl am not very activén politics but | do attend some eventisen | have

time. The last time | wertb one of thoseneeting, first the meetingvas late and
| found the meeting very biasedvén the politicans who had come from Kenya

33 KenyaUmojais a local community group of Kenyans.
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didndot answer the questions they wer
politicians who show a great commitment to trenanchi**[citizeng. You
remembethe other politicianwhat is his nanfeH es@ minister novjpause]
aahhKoigi Wamwere Y ou know him[nod] Actually, the guy came here and
was talking great things and all thiétenwhen he went back to Kenya agat
electedto parliamentheforgot everythind Now he talks government language. It
is amazing even the pele who have lived abroad when they go back and join
politics, they becomthe same athose who areverthere. | think political
rottenness is a contagious disease, very contagious.
These findings suggest that while participants had political tieg feltehat
these ties were not addressing their issues. Given that many of the participants carry the
financial burden of education and household maintenance for their families in Kenya
their expectation was that politicians address how to alleviatebsuwdiens. Furthermore,
their disappointment with the previous government regime may explain their lack of
political enthusiasm and their focus on economic survival for their family and friends in
Kenya. As a followup question, | asked the participants Vileetthey were actively
engaged in Uited Statepolitics and they generally responded in the negative, claiming
that they did not have time. Ngoarticipation in Uited Stategolitics could also be
related to their migration statushich may prevent sonaf them from voting or
engaging in public affairs. Therefore, most of the participants were not politically

engaged in either Kenya or United States and they expressed that their focus was on

economic improvement.

% The wordWananchis a Swahili wordor citizensthat hasmainstreamed into common usage even when
people are speaking in Engliahd is used even in news reportotgtelevision, radio and print media
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6.2.3Consumption practices in relationto ties

Participants talked about how they needed products from Kenya and acquired
them through their connections to Kenya. Atieno, one of the participants in her mid
thirties who performs hair braiding on a paimie basis explains

Many of my customes are Kenyans and theyeferthe hair from Kenya more

than the hair from here, they say it betldrey say thatite hair from Kenydasts

longerwhen braided anbas a better look than the one from here. It is true the

hair from Kenya is better. It isoh only Kenyans who say that but now | have
people from West Africa also asking me for some of the hair betaengéhinkit

is better. | am always in contact with Kenya so that they can setigtemewest

brands obraidinghair. | also get some cloth&®m Kenya especialliKitenge

[traditional African attire]so that | can wear something different while | am here.

Any time my sister or brother find out there is someone coming to America they

give them o6cargod6 for me.

Since most of her customers are ilgrants they are able to identify with these
products from Kenya. Using products from Kenya that the customers are familiar with
and probably grew up using them allowed them to reconnect with Kenya and experience
home. Hair braiding is a routine practimat it becomes a major rallying point of
connection to Kenya when one uses braiding products from Kenya. Atieno is able to
creatively use the products from Kengach aghe hair braids, to make hairstyles that
are more popular in Americ&his kind of sevice gave customers the satisfaction that
they had used their ©6own 6sirliaewith trefashiors t i | |
trends in Whited StatesThe importance of thiseeminglysimple routine is demonstrated
by Ati enods o0V e lirdecvieveed het as sithdeng Haie bechiase she

was fully booked and could not find timeparticipateotherwise. | also had to make the

appointment a month in advance. Her contacts in Kenya enabled her to conduct more
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business and in return she vedide to send them money to support their various
activities.
In most instances the participants explained how they receivetb-di@y Kenya
household products through their contacts in Kenya. As thigigt year old Wanjiku
who has been in idted Statesor eleven years informed me
Every time | see someone going to Kenya, | have to ask my sister to put some
package ofoiko andpilau masalgspices]for me. At my job, we have some days
when people bring different foods and wa share, when | bring mipod made
withrokoever ybody asks fAoh, what did. you pu
Theylove roiko and they love theilau, %50 | have to have a regular supply of
spices.
Maintaining ties provides access to markets for Kenyan producthearedore
enhance businesses in Kenya. While these activities have not yet translated into large
scale ethnic markets, tteeare small shops that specialize in Kenyan products. Some
participants discussed how they would travel to stmtes, commonly refrred to as
international food market stores to purchase Kenyan products. Some of the stores that sell
such products were located in New Brunswick (about 40 miles from Paterson), Irvington
(about25 miles away) and Jersey Cigbput20 miles away). The nsb popular products
in stock includeKetepa(Kenyan tea), Kenyan coffee, Kenyan music CDs and tapes,
spicessuch asoiko, pilau masalatea masaland curry powder. Other popular items
included African outfits,-shirts with Kenyan words, arts and crafts
The purchase and consumption of these Kenya products allows the participants to

maintain consumption patterns that they had back in Kanglasustain a bond with

consumers in Kenydt also provides a market for Kenyan products and improves

% Roikois a popular blend of spice and herbs used to enhance the taste and aroma Rildods;a rice

dish introduced by the Arabs to the coastal people. It is a mixture of rice, meat and vegetables and spices
including cumin, cardamom, cloves, garlic and gingdau Masalais the readymade mixture of all these
spices and is used to nethepilau.
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K e ny a omal innoméwhich in turn will boost development. The demand for these
products also encourages economic growth as more buesgesestablished to meet the
demand.

Technology has also played its role in promoting ties especially through online
shoppimg, e.g.MamaMikesand other business sites advertising real estate property and
investment opportunities. Kariuki, is in his late thirties and has bednitad State$or
fifteen years said

| email them almost daily. The internet is a very good thegphbse | stay in touch

with them all the time. Whenever | send money via Western Union, | send an email

with the Western Union number and they go and get the money. It is faster. After

they pick the money thesall andtell me. When | email they responderal back

t hey r es p waale togetheroJsist likestheiolfl days when | could shout

across the fence, you know what | am saying[laughs].

Theinferenceabout O6shout across the fenced was
transactions are conducted chufastemow through the internet than befores Kariuki
mentionedt was instantaneous to the point thaféleas thoughhe people in Kenya
weremerelyacross the fence. The reality however, is that he is far away in the United
States but technolodyas granted him the opportunity to be able to maintain more
instantaneous ties with Kenya and experience some feeling of being close to his family or
friends. The internet has not only facilitated faster money transfers but has also expanded
shopping oppdunities. At the time of the study not many people were familiar with
many websites or companies that offer online shopping for products from Kenya. Only

one participant sdithat they were familiar wittMlamaMikes® andBiasharaBiz two

companies that offeonline shopping for Kenyan goods.

% MamaMikess one of the pioneers in online shopping. It offers goods remittance services, whereby
people can purchase products which are then delivered to the designated people in Kenya. The products
range from local supermarket vouchermgbile phone airtime, flowers and greeting cards.
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These websites offer people in United States or in other parts of the world the
opportunity to purchase Kenyan products and pay in dollars, sterling @ourmasor the
currency of theichoice. What is unique aboMtamaMikesis that it sells vouchers from
Kenyan supermarkets/hich can be picked up and used at various supermarkets in
Kenya and Uganda. Therefore for someone irihiéed Statesll they need to do is
purchase the supermarket voucher and it can be dadiverpicked up by the intended
recipient for use at the designated supermarkets in Kenya. This kind of shopping is very
convenient especially for participants who worried that they money they sent may not be
used for the intended purposes. By purchaainguchewhich will be used for specific
purchases one is assured that the money will be used for what it was intended. The
participant who was familiar with the service also considered it convenient. This is what
Kipkirui, a man in his late twenties amdtheUnited State$or seven years had to say
aboutMamaMikes

| used it feferring toMamaMike$ once and found it was very convenient. The

only limitation is that it is not everywhere in Kenya, they do not operate in rural

places for example, wherempyar ent s | ive so | canb6t wuse

Nairobi and | used it to buy household gosdsh asoap, food, and things like

that for him. He was so happy and he was praising my name everywhere. For that

time | was the hero, he made sure evedybknew he has a cousin in U.S. That

was all before somebody else sent him something too.

These findings reveal that maintaining ties through sending goods haghamore
symbolic meaningThe individual sending the goods receives recognition, the people
living in United States are recognized, and this reinforces the imagjeitetl Statesis a

country of opportunity. Even though online shopping was not very popular, those who

had usedt saidthat theywould use it again. They also said that te&pectednline
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business woulgick up becausthey notice that the variety of products offered was

becoming more diversified and they had natesteonlinecompanieshan before.

6.3 Remittances and Material Exchanges
6.3.1Household sustenance
All participans saidtheyhadsent money for househoidaintenance at one time
or anotherMoneywas sentor generadaily household needs for the immediate family
and insome cases faxtended familyas well Forty-three year Ochieng, who has been in
United State$or nineteen years, explained his commitment to helping his family
| am very involved in Kenya. | send money to my parents to maintain their living
back home. | also send money to my relatives when they need some help. | help
them all the time, my parentsendabout$300 every month. When there is
something specific then | send more money as needed. For example if they have a
trip to the hospital or they need money for some task then | send the money as it is
needed. Most of my relatives are poor, soMehtn send them something; fees for
their children, clothes here and there, some money for food when they are
stranded, money for what they need beca
help. At other times what happens is that | sent money to my paetthen
they help them as they wish, anyway, th
have and watch as other starve. People in Kenya love one another and they will do
anything to help each other.
These findings show that participants were fgawvolved in the maintenance
of households in Kenya. The finding is not surprising because of reported high levels of
poverty in KenyaDecadesfter gaining independendhe country is still plagued by

high | evels of pover ¢vglopdemtplpnsvhiehhavenabvayg over nm

hinged on three tenets of fighting disease, illiteracy and poVevtile the trends of

37 By 1973, it was estimated that 3.7 milli&enyans werdiving below the poverty line. By 1994 the
number had increased to 11.5 million and in 199Vai$12.5 million Between 1996 and 1999, the number
of people living under the poverty line rose from 11.5 million to about 15 million, (Participatory Poverty
Assssment, 1997). The World Banleport (2002) showed the incidence of poverty in Kenya had
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poverty have not changed much since independence, reports show that rural areas have a
higher incidence of poverty cqrared to urba areas. 6t this study | did not ask the
participants specifically whether their financial assistance efforts targeted the rural or
urban areas of Kenya.

The participantsd responses showed that
sustaining livelihoods thimh increased purchasing power for food, health and consumer
goods or durables. Maintaining ties with Kenya allowed participantsate achangean
the lives ofpeople in Kenya. Since most of them had mentioned that they left Kenya
because of economic isss, this could explain their commitment to boost the living
conditions of people they left behind. The participants experienced some sense of
satisfaction that they were able to make some change. -Himyyear old Achieng, who
has been in thenited Satesfor ten years said:

Sometimes, | think about what could have happenebatiinot come to U.S. and

it looks real bad. Imagine all the people | have helped would have had nobody to

help them. Food, building house, clothes some of the things thatpbeple

would never have known about, they have them because | came to U.S. | feel

good about that.

From t he parti,henpeaoftosmditment, sbbgatisnsando n s
responsibility were frequently mentioned. As participants talked about themitar@nt
to people in Kenya through maintaining ties they also included the component of an

obligation to assist them with their concerns. The participants felt responsible for

assisting the people in Kenya because they felt that they had better economic

increased from approximately %0n 1994 to 526in2000For mor e det ail s on Kenyabs
Omiti, J., Owino, W., Otieno, W., and Odundo, P. (2002) Poverty reduction Efforts in Kenya: Institutions,

Capacity and Policy, Institute of Policy Analysis and Research, Discussion Paper No. 033/2002, February

2002, Nairobi, Kenya; Kenya Economic Survey (2004); National Poverty Eradication Plan (NPEP) 1999

2015. Ministry of Finance & Planning (2004) Economic Recovery Strategy for Wealth and Employment

Creation (ERSWEC) 2063007.
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opportunities. These discussions reveal the interrelatedness of economic and social
practices through maintaining of ties across borders.

Maintaining ties allows the participants to address feelings of obligation and
enable them to béewed as benefactobs the people they assist. This view was
apparent from Mwangi O0datexpressi on when he

The way | look at this is that the independence wars to free Kenya from colonialists

were fought using machete by our forefathers, the present global war is an

economic one. It can only be fought with economic, that is, money. Where is the

money for Kenya? It is here with us, believe me or not, | am telling you and you

will tell me one day. That is why we need people to help people back in Kenya.

The participats considered that was their duty to help theuffering people back
in Kenya. These statements about the conditions they left behind suggest that participants
viewedthemselves imelatively bettepositionsthan the people they left behind in
Kenya.Sending remittances to people back in Kenyeey acquire status in the eyes of
the people in Kenya. Therefore, maintaining ties means more than simply the act of
sending money for household maintenance, ties takes various meanings including status,
identity, maintaining positions within society and influence. These expressions reveal that
the exchange of goods does not take place in a vgsuhappens within existing social
relations. In this way, it is possible that participants gain the ability to thsist
subordinate status they occupy as a minority immigrant group in United States.

Some participantsseven 018%, who felt that sending money to Kenya was not
always a good thing. They felt that it perpetuated dependency. In the words of twenty
eight year old Ali who has been ldnited State§ or seven years, he sai

money you send back home, the more they will need. | mean, we are trying to give them

a life that is not affordable by Kenyan standards. It is very expensive to maintaesthe
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because you have to send them something al
pressure they felt to maintain certain lifestyles for their families in Kenya.

Even theparticipantswho pointed to the disadvantages of maintaining ties
enmphasized it by pointing out that they made major contributions to community
development. Though théglt that the financial burden was sometimes too heavy to
bear, theyalsostatedtheir commitment t@ontinue provithg for their families and
communitiedback in Kenya. One possible explanation for saithding is that the
participants felt caught in between the reality of their financial situationthardesire to
assist their families and friends in Kenyéis could explain why they found it necessar
to deemphasize the issue. Another possible explanatibat the participantsiay not
wishto be perceived as having been unsuccessful in the United States and tiieegfore
strugglel hard to maintain the impressions that they are doing ®elidingemittances
and supporting their families and friends back in Kenya could be s¢lkea aeasuref

their succesdn the United States.

6.3.2Community activities

Almost every participarttad a story to tell abowthat they had done to assist their
local communities in Kenydor most of themit wasprimarily activitieswithin their
villages of origin. Fortyseven percent of the participants reported that they sent money to
Kenya to support community activities ranging from building schools, hospitalaring
for HIV/AIDS orphans. Fortsthree year old, Ochieng, who has beebimited State$or
nineteen years, summarized how participants were engagagdporting school&hen

he said
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When | visited Kenya | werlty my formerprimary schoall wasshocked because

each classroom needed some reqhirgys such asindows, floor repairs, roofing
sheets. There was one class where the iron roofing sheet was almost coming off. It
was swinging dangerousand ifthe wind came it would blow it awaasilyand

may cause muclarmto the childrenlmagine, this is where we wee from When |
asked themvhy they had not fixed the iron shetttey saidt wasbecause there

wasnot enough roofing sheets so because of the space left the wind keeps blowing
and detahing the last sheet. | purchdsuissing iron sheetand paid the

construction worker to do the workhenl boughtwindows for five classrooms and
had them fixed because the childwere sittingin open classroomsith no

windows | know that is how we&vent to school there but Ilfeeallywhen | looled
atthesituation. The conditionaret er r i bl e and | feel strong
forget home. Sbefore | leftl mobilized the old students who went t@ firimary

school and we are now plannitghelp rebuild the whole school. | mean we will

help other schools the aredut we will pay more attention to this school. We will
also try and equip the school. That is my projext. We need to get an

organization and help these schools; you wall that place and see how the place

is fallingaparte ven t he h e a @hebeadmastebcannat domcentrate; |
mean you can even hear the ants walking.SThet uat i on i s bad and
it. 1 also went to the secondary school whenadtaught for some time and | gave
themmoneyfor a library they were buildingActually | gave money to two

secondary schools.

Participants were engaged in community projestichwere close to their hearts
-- projects with memories. Many of thesejpre ct s wer e based in part
villages or places where they grew up or had contact with when they were in Kenya.
Ther nostalgic memorieprompted them tenaintaincontactsand offer assistanc@s
Ochiengexpressethe felt saddened when he rememdd how his old schoalas run
downand he felbbliged to help restore.it
Other frequently mentioned projects were hegdtlated especially assisting
community members affected by HIV/AIDS. There were twelve participants (32 %) who
said that theyad in one way or another supported an initiative to assist people with
HIV/AIDS, especially the children left behind when parents died of AIDS. These

children are referred to as AIDS orphans. Thiriiye year old, Karimi who has been in
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United State$or sixteenyearsactively supports her own sister who takes care of AIDS
orphans. She said

Yeah, | send money to my sister who has started a small project that she helps some

children who have been left on their gv&ft alone after their parents died of

AIDS. Most of these children are our rela

money and | hel p t he ntheyhawt nosvimrelsetogo we don

and their lives will be finished. Also the people at home expect me to help more

because | arm America and my relatives ask my sister to ask me for money to help

these people. | have to struggle here in America so that | can meet their

expectations.

Cherono in her late fifties and in thinited State$or six years is also engaged in
similaracivit i es. She said, Al am |l ooking for spo
from mylocal church [implying church in U.S.] and | want tmk for people or
organizationsthat an hel p one of the womenbs group i
theseAl DS orphans. 0 These findings highlight
that it is considered a major social problem. Within the last decade the HIV/AIDS
epidemic has been rampant in Kenya and Kenya was ranked among the top ten countries
worldwidewith the highest rates of HIV/AID& The concern with the epidemic was
reflected in participants6é discussions abo
to assist.

One of the explanations for participant
evenafter their departure from Kenya could be relatethéomportance attached to

communal living and self help, especially the spirihafambeeThirty nineyearold

Karimi who has been ibnited Statesor sixteen years said

% The Ministry of Health, Keya reported the HIV prevalence in Kenya had risen from 0.8 percent in 1985
to 13.5 percent in 2001. One of every eight adults in rural Kenya was infected, while one in every five
people in the urban areas was infected with HIV. There were about onenroiliidren who had been
orphaned due to AlD$elated deaths of one or both parents. (Ministry of Health, 2001). For more data on
HIV prevalence in Kenya see Kenya Demographic Health Survey (2003).
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Often they ask me for mondgr harambeeo build the schools or to pay hospital
bills. People back home have a different picture of America, they think we have
much money. The money is there, yes, but you must work very hard to get it. In
Kenya you work and get some money but her&merica not only work but you
must dathe work right. | do a lot dfiarambee, send money we halverambee

for so-andso, next week anotharambegharambeafterharambee.

While in its original senskarambeeaeferred to the pooling of resources
including labor, time, finances, skills etc, in its most recent usage it mainly refers to
pooling of financial resources. Tharambeespirit has transcended the Kenyan borders
and participants easily referred to tt@dlective activtiesin which they egaged avased
on harambeeThese ties to community and supporting community activities are a form of
global philanthropic endeavors on the part of the immigrants. While they seemingly
appear as less formalized they would count as philanthropic activities.

It is important to note thatarticipants conducteitiesecommunity initiativeson
anindividual basis.There was no mention of formalized or collective efforts by
participants residing in thidnited Stateso assist either one or several communities in
Kenya. Every participant outlined their own individual efforts to assist pespkdlyin
their own villages in Kenya. There was only one participant who reported that he had
invited other people in the spirit bhrambeedo assist with raising funds forpmoject in
his home village. In his discussiabout the effortdge also mentioned that he had
targeted more people from his own ethnic group or people who were more familiar with
his home area. Mwangi who has beetymted State$or twenty years expiaed how he
organized the event.

| have never disconnected with home and | have always tried to do much with

them and also for them. | have done some work for the church, hospital and

schools. Every now and then | send money for the buildings and upktep
church; not much money maybe a total of about $500 a year andit abodt
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three times so maybe every time | sabdut$200. For the hospital, | needed to

do something because in my rural area there was no nearby hospital and that was

very sadSo the people back home organizdtheambeed build a hospital. |
decided to have pre-harambeeénere in the U.S. with my friends and the money |
would raise | would fovard it to Kenya for the mainarambeeMy objective was

to build one ward [i.e. a wg] of the hospital and that is what | had agreed with
my cousins back in Kenya. These plans were made when | was on a visit to
Kenya. So | invited people mostly Kenyans in Pateesmha few from New

Yor k. haranibbeeraised a total of $4,500 and tremtded my personal
contribution of $1,000 therefore a total of $5,500. This came to about alresst K
450,000 and that was almost enough to build the intended ward. In total, by the
time the project was over | had givere¥700,000 because | had somerfids in
Kenya whod Onees bemambeehaled gave more money. Actually when |
went home | saw they had named the ward after me and | felt very good. | knew
that | have done something and given
yes, the hospal has about three wards, the other wards were builtthdtinest of

the money from the@arambee through the hepmy cousins who had raised

about two million Kenya shillings and so that was good. But | am happy | did my
part.

Mwangi said that he wadd be willing to do thingssuch as thishat bring people

together to do common projects but he cited selfishness as the main obstacle to collective

organizing. People were more concerned with helping those from their villages and in
extension people frotieir own ethnic grougeven though the participants were drawn
from seven different ethnic groupshen they discussed their initiatives to assist people
back in Kenyatheir projects were based in areas where their ethnic gheep3he
participants wee asked about these trends and tlesponded that it was related to the
history of ethnic divisionin Kenya.® As thirty-eight year old Wanjiku pointed out when

she said, N Weproldeenn soaatize withkambabeeause | arKambaand

39 Generally speaking, when someone makes reference tnanistrative region in Kenya it is easy to

discern the tribe residing in that region; in some ways tribal identity corresponds to administrative regions.
This kind of administrative planning has a long history. Originally people from the same tribe groups
settled in the same place and when the colonial government wanted to establish administrative units
simply divided these tribal settlements into administrative units. These administrative units have remained
to-date and as such when one person mestidrere they come from, it is easy to make a calculated guess
to which tribe they belong. These classifications have at times intensified ethnicity or tribalism. The major
urban areas have more ethnic/tribal mixed neighborhoods but for smaller urbartewnsgions most

likely affect the tribal composition.

ba
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engagen activities that will benefit Ukambani [region where Kembalive]. If | hear
something foKikuyuor Kisii people | may not go, or they may not even invite me. They
invite their own people and | inwste my ow
various participantpointed it outat different points of their interviews. The participants
stated that ethnic grouping was evident through most of the fundraising initiatives which
in most instances were |imited to the orga

The paticipants acknowledged that there was minimal organizing with a unified
national front and that this hindered the greater impact that their ties would have on
development in Kenya. They cited various problems associated with organizing activities
based orethnic groups including limited the amount of resources and ideas. The
participants also mentioned that organizing within such a limited context hindered the
undertaking of major projects with a national development agenda and sometimes
focused largely ohousehold sustenance. The participants used various expressions to
articulate their desire to see Kenya immigrants present a unified front. They talked about
diverse groups coming together for the benefit of Kenya as a whole. The issues related to
ethnicty are not new to Kenya. Ethnicity has been used to a larger extent for political
purposes and politicians have been known to drum up ethnic differences to gain leverage
over their opponents. It is possible to allude from these discussions that thegatdici
used the objective of national agenda to disguise possible ethnic tensions that have
accompanied immigration.

In addition to sending money for community activitigarticipants sent money to
friends. Money remittances to friends occurred wheneWeerad was in need or the

friend assisted them in having something done in Kenya and was given as a token of
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appreciation. The conversation with Mwende, in her-thidies who has been idnited
Statedor the last eight years, explaiahow herfriendswereinvolved
Anybody who calls or writes to me from Kenya wants money. My friends have
probl emsé you know how it is back home.
refers to financial situation], no money and so my friends ask me for some money.
If I ask them to do something for me, | sent them the money and then they can keep
the balance and that helps them out.
Maintaining friends overseas was common andoubtedlymportant in terms of
gaining status. Having moved to tbaited Stategave the prticipants different status
and their friends now view them differently. Sirmee of the predominamhages
associated witthe United Statesre those of successful people engaging in a luxurious
lifestyle, participants have to send money to their &i&eto maintain such images. Not
sending money may be seen as a sign that one is not doing wellinitee States
which in turn will lower their social standing Kenya Even though participants were far
away from Kenya, thestill consider what peopie Kenya would think of them. It was
common to hear participants repeatedly use

back in Kenya if | dondét help. 0 So partici

their friends in order to maintain thecsal positions.

6.3.3Investments

Slightly over halfor 58% of the participants indicated that they are engaged in
some form of investment in Kenya, mainly in the areas of real estate, establishing private
schools, printing businesses @hdstock maket. The responses showed that
participantsd reasons for investing in Ken

mainly as a source of income for their families back in Kenya. Tweigtyt year old Al
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explained that he had attended a seminarevBarclays Bank of Keny@presentatives
were talking about theirarious business opportunities.

First | went because these other guys were going, then when we got there |
actually got interested, really interested. A manager from Barclays of Bank in

Kenya spoke very well, men, you cano6t be
veryimpressed di dndét know that business had &
was a good meeting, very good. é Yes, t
wasone fortwodaylsut | went only for this one pi

time, but if | hear another such event | will definitely make sure | attend.

The high number of participants investing in Kenya could be related to the

intensified efforts by the current adrnstration to harness the potential of the diaspora.

The participants showed that they were awa

investment in Kenya by Kenyans abroad. Such forums have been addressed by

government officials, private sector entrepers, academicians and civil society

representatives. The aim of the forums hasnlargely to provide information on

i nvest ment opportunities in various sector

participation in the countryodés devel opment
These findhgs show that participants were involved in investment ties. The fact

that participants continue to invest in Kenya while living most of their lives here in

United Statesllows them to create and maintain attachments to Kenya. Investing

small businesssstartups orowning a house or property in Kenya allows them to

experience a sense of ownership and consider Kenya their home even though they are not

there physically. In many instances the investment projects in which the participants

were involved were planned jointly with people in Kenyaither family or even friends.
Thirty-nine year old Achieng who has been in theted Statesor ten years said

thatshe had long term reasons fiovesting in KenyaShe explained it this way
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| am investiig in Kenya. | have bought some rental property back in my home
town. It is interesting how | bought these properties, | got information from
people. My friends really helped they got me information and helped me to
acquire them. | mean they identified fh@perties and did much of the work, all |
had to do was sign the papers and fax them back and then wire transfer the
money. | want to buy another one so that the money collected as rent will be used
to send my brothers anhhvesoikeepsending t o scho
money all the ti me. Because | dondét hav
think there is money in America but the
The story by Achieng showed that participants were actively involved in
establifiing income sources back home to avoid dependency. The participants discussed
that they wanted to ensure that the people in Kenya who relied on them would gain
economic security. The reasoning behind the efforts to ensure economic security was that
participants felt that they did not have enough income to support both themselves here in
theUnited Statesind the people in Kenya. They also worried about what would happen if
they were unable to send the money that the people in Kenyzehadhe accustomed.

These findings suggest that participants are so involved in the welfare of the people they

left behind such that they would engage in long term planning for them.

6.3.4Investments and eventual return
Participant sd engage msaldlinkedtotheirve st ment
retirement planning and the uncertainty of where they will settle. During the interviews a
total of twentynine participants made reference to Kemyterms of their eventual
return to Kenya. @ble 6.3shows the distribution of partc i pant sé responses

those who did not mention eventual return.
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Table63: Par t i c iinfedtions te r@turn to Kenya (N=38)

Women Men Total (n=38)
(n=18) (n=20) N (%)
Will definitely return to Kenya 11 13 24 (63%)
Will not return 2 1 3 (8%)
Not sure 1 1 2 (5%)
No mention of return to Kenya 4 5 9 (24%)

Of the twentynine participants who discussed returning to Kenya, 24 (63%) were
definite that they would return to Keny®ao or five percentvere not sure anthree or
eight percentvould definitely not return to Kenya. For the participants who were not
sure they said that sometimes they considered returning and at other times they felt that
they would settle permanently in United States. For those participhontgitended to
return to Kenya, they talked about how it was important to maintain strong ties with the
people they left behind in preparation for their eventual return. They said that they
focused their efforts on building a base for their eventuatnrelihe participants
indicated that they would stay in the United States while they were still productive and
able to work and then retire to Kenya. As Mutua, in his late forties and in the United
States for fifteen years explained
| have invested heayil i n Kenya, my mind is that | ¢
America and die in U.S. | have a time limit of how long | want to stay in U.S.
That is why | have strong connections in Kenya through investment, family.
There is life in Kenya, U.S. life is very fagverything is on a time limit, do this
thereds a deadline, do that the deadl in
are running. There is never enough and there is no slowing down. In U.S. you
have to keep running until you dropatl, you can ark until you are about
almost seventy. You are old and you are still working. Kenya there is more
relaxation for people to appreciate life and not working all the time. There is
different pace of life between Kenya and U.S.

Investing in Kenyaisalsothi cati ve of participantsd an

they will settle inUnited State®sr plan to eventually return to Kenya. Such conversations
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were not limited to the research interview only. During a birthday party at Eastside Park,
there were varioudiscussions fothe viability of investing in Kenya for retirement

purposes were a common toditostly men engaged in these discussions about investing

in Kenya for eventual return. One of the recurring themes was the reason for the choice
of Kenya as theiretirement destination; they all seemed to agree that the elderly are
treated better in Kenya compared to theted StatesThey compared in detail how the

elderly people are treated back in Kenya as opposed to how they live in the United States,
emphaiing that the elderly received more attention and respect in Kenya.

For other participants, the idea of migration is not new. They made reference to
the process of ruralrban migration whereby the migrants never considered the urban
areas their permanehomes. Mutukwho is in his late fifties andas been in United
States for twenty yeatomparedn detail earlier migratioexperienceso recent ong
He said:

See, the way | look at America is that | am here for purposes of investment and |

will definitely return to Kenya when | have made enough money to live
comfortably in Kenya. What | can say ab
Nairobi started to develop and had many employment opportunities. People used

to leave their rural homes and go to Nairobséarch for employment to look for

j obs and better their I ives in the urba
the rural areas, people had to have a home in the rural areas even if they have a

big house in Nairobi they must havl@me[emphasisn original conversatidn

in the rural areas. You remember, these people moved to the urban areas in

search of employment and better lives but they always maintained ties with

people at home. | remember very well, people coming from Nairobi with nice

clothes and good things and people who worked in Nairobi built big houses with

tin roofs. That is how we all wanted to go to Nairobi and be likergbso. The

people also always send money to us in the rural areas and the people in rural

areas also supportéige urban people by preparing the rural areas for their

eventual return. It was gredafightet it was good very good, imagine at the time

we thought Nairobi was the big thing, who thought of America, now the people in
Nairobi think of getting to Americat is all about wishing for more and more and

better and better.
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These culturally based reasons for maintainingureterscore two issues; a)
participant®noneconomic reasons for maintaining ties and b) that participaats
people oftwoworldsTh e parti ci pantso sentiments reves
ties are not made solely basedasreconomic rationale but are imbued with social and
cul tur al considerations.acdnMmencetmm@hasi s on 0
understanding because horsaivery important aspect. Thaiscussions regarding their
ties with Kenyaexposenowp a r t i aecigi@ns dresndt made separateged on
economic, social or cultural consideratiobst that these factorare intertwined in the

decisions made ondaily basis

6.3.5Education

Seventynine percent of the participants stated that they sent money for
educatioal purposes. The conversation with Musa, in his-foities and in th&Jnited
Statedor the last twelve years emphagizée point when he gh

| have responsibilities, especially school fees, which is the biggest of them all.

See, | have a sister who is in secondary school and two brothers going to college,

my parents donodot wor k and habliegsiilmasi ncom
always beemmy responsibility Then | have my elder sister, she is married but her
husband has no money, no job, no nothing. So what should | do, sit and see her

kids chased home from school. She calls me and she is crying and mark you these

kids are very brigt. She has smart kids, one of them just finished class 8 with

flying colors, so | have to educate the
letters | get from home, people asking me to help thenopbsthe school fees
for their kids,only school feesnothlp e |l s e . | feel bad becau

them, I try my best and help those that | can, but look at me, | am not a millionaire
or anythingclose tathat, so how much can | do?

Education costs in Kenya are very high and many people struggle tthieerep

children in school. The situation is worse for girls because in the event of financial
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constraints, parents prefer to educate their sons rather than daughters. After coming to
power in 2002, the current administration made a bold move and abgdisimealy

school fees (tuition) in January 2003. This move opened up opportunities for
disadvantaged and marginalized children, especially girls, who had never enrolled in
school or had dropped out because they simply could not afford thé%dBsen with he
elimination of tuition for elementary schools, associated costs such as transportation,
books, uniforms and school development contributions still force make education
unaffordable for many people. It will be interesting to watch the trends as thetcurre
administration policies take root.

A large proportion of the remittances that participants sent to Kenya were still
being spent on funding education related costs. Education was definitely a high priority in
sending money to Kenya. €himportance of@ducationwas best captured by thirtyne
year old Karimi who has beennited State§ or si xt een years, when
are times | ignore the money requests that they have. Théhamdythat | never turn
down isif someone is sick or they habeen sent away from school because of unpaid
bal ances. 0

Since a substantial amount of remittansggportseducation expenses,
participants considered this a major benefit to people back in Kenya. Participants
explained their sense of relief that theyrevhere in United States and thus made it
possible for their siblings and relatives to complete their education. These findings
suggest that the participantsdé ties with K

daily responsibilities such as payirg tchool. Furthermore, the importance of formal

“°The move to provide free primary education led to an increase of 104 percent in primary school
enrolment. With an estimated net primary school enrolment rate of 77 percent, the country is far from
achieving universal primary education, (Vos et. al. 2004).
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education to the majority of Kenyans cannot be gainsaid. Formal education is strongly
associated with whiteollar employment and hence supposed to make much difference in
an individual 6s | ife circumstances.
When patrticipants support educational projects they are engaged in life changing
process for those people they maintain ties with to support their education needs. In
Kenya, education has value not only in terms of employment but also in termsref futu
investment. It is common that parents in Kenya educate their children and their children
take care of them in their old age. It is possible that participants engaged in paying for
education expect to receive some benefit in the future from those thewndsisted.
Even though they may not be planning to return permanently to Kenya, when they visit
they may expect that their support will be reciprocated. As Saitoti in his early forties and
in theUnited State$or twentythree years said
Those argustas though they amay children and | send them school fees all the
time. And when | travel home, | tell you those boys protect me seriously. If
anybody tries to plan anything bad against me, those boys will take care of him in
a minute. | mean, | have helg them a lot, | pay their fees and so they stay out of
troubl e. I f it was not for me, |l donot
Participantsé role in educating their f
deeper significance than altruistic motiveb.&@ ef f ort s t o make chang
can also be used to advance oneds position
activities in onebs constituency has been
of political leadership. Education ame of the mia areagpeoplewith political ambitions
targetto advance their political aspirations. Even though none of the participants |

interviewed mentioned that they had political ambitions, paying for school fees would go

a long way in advancing thhechances if they ever chose to run for political offices. Such
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efforts at improving the lives of people would also put them in positions of opinion

leaders.

In summary the findings discussed above show that participants sent money for

household survidaeducation and health suggest tinamigrants in the United States
contribute greatly to improving the living conditions in their home communities. In this
way, it could be argued that they contribute to economic growth ofttbeie or Kenyan
communities and in turn that of the country at large. They in return, even while away,
gain social status and recognition and they enjoy a sense of belonging. Their
involvements n acti vities that bring changes

in the conmunity.

6.4 Home Visits
6.4.1Visits to Kenya

For those participants who had visited Kenya, they spent considerable time

describing their experiences and the situation in Kenya. This did not happen during the

time of research interviews only but it walsoevidentat other functions. Those who had
visited Kenya seemed to commahe attention of various groups at social functidre
example, at a barbecue held at the Eastside &aekman who had recently returned

from Kenya gave lengthy descript®pf the situation in Kenya. The conversations

focused mainlypnthe levels of poverty, insecurity especially in urban areas, the lack of

social services in many areas, the very poor infrastryaidmieh is old and in disrepair,

the arrogance of politicies and the disempowered civil society such that the same

corrupt politicians keep getting Arecycl ed

t

(0]

f
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discussions of the shortcomings in Kenya focused mainly on drawing comparisons
between Kenya and the United 8& When asked whether it is fair to compare Kenya
and United States, Mwangi who has beebmted Statesor twenty years and had
recently returnedrom Kenya respondegromptly.
You know where those people in big offices in Kenya went to school? Kére i
States, some studied in Britain, others in Germany, Canada, name any developed
country and | can guarantee you that a Kenyan has been to school there. Most of
these people, the big people, the leaders, the politicians, CEOs of companies and
whatevermave studies abroad. Thkeave been out of the countigdnyd and
they have seen what other countries hav
know what to do? Some of them worked in those countries and they know better.
They know much better, in fatttey helped those countries to progress but when
the go home they simply want to enrich themselves. Poverty is big business, keep
kidding yourself that these people dond
road system is here in U.S? Much of the devalept in U.S happened since the
Great depression in the 1930s, how old is that? Kenya does not even have to
invent the technology, all they have to do is apply it, the work has already been
done.
The discussions about Kenya were not all negative, thieipants talked
positively and at great length about the resiliency of the people left behind, the generosity
of the people, the more relaxed pace of life back in Kenya, the simplicity of life that
people enjoyed, the cheerfulness of the people, thefgrehtvith no chemical additives
and the acceptance by the people. Those participants who had visited explained how they
had been treateasgreat people, the respect they were accorded and how they were
easily accepted into the communities even aftermtgplveen gone for a while. These were
some of the things that they felt they missed while here in United States.
With a voice filled with emotionNjeri who has been in the United States for

seven years before she went home for a brief period of time,@Xpned, @At he way

welcaned me | was so humblegiaaki [expression of amazeméntdid not even bring
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them much, but they were so happy, they prayed and sang and we were all laughing. | felt
good inside, | keep those moments, | treasure them ineany,mow | write and talk to
them more often. o

The participants also discussed the political changes and the advancements that
they noticed when they went home. The views were mixed about how the current
government was performing but in general thers e@sensus that some good things
had happened especially in terms of educat
expressed concerns with current administration discussed their feelings about corruption
and tribalism. All those who had visited Kenyaeamtty, that is, within the preceding
three years, agreed that there was positive contribution but the coweiopomy had
deteriorated so much it will take a long time and commitment to rebuild it.

Participantsrepeatedlyeferencd Kenya as home; arabs such it is possible that
visits to Kenya gives one proof of their belonging to Kenya. The attachment to Kenya as
a country was frequently expressed by invoking proverbs or commonly used Swabhili
adages. According to Atieno, after sawears in the U.She saidMwacha mila ni
mtumwaWhoever renounces their culturesisilar toa slavé, while Mutuku who has
been inUnited State$or twenty years echoed the sentiments whesat@ thaDamu ni
mzito kuliko maj{blood is thicker than watkrVisits toKenya therefore seemed to
conferan enhanced status among other immigrants as it expressed an individual
commitment to the people in Kenya. Even thoaglmitmentsan beexpressed
throughties, some form of ties seemed to be held in higher reti@disits which

allowed faceto-face interaction werplaced higher than other forms of ties.
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Participants romanticized and castigated Kenya simultaneously. Such tensions
were revealed through conversations. For example, 4hiigtyt year oldwanjiku who has
been in United States for the last eleven years talked fondly about Kenya and said:

First and foremost because Kenya is hom
of where you came from so that you dono
and that youlife is similar toeveryone else here in the America. It is not the

same, you came from a different place a
keep in touch with the people at home then you are reminded of this all the time.

The people at home makewknow that your life is not American.

Earlier in the interviewshehad expressewbtally different views about Kenya
when she had said:

Sometimes | do not even know what to say about KeWgani [because] it is

[paus¢él dondt Kk nowyanéyetrthe governménedogs ot event

seem concerned. Some people even think we were better off when we were under
British, nothing works, the roads are full of potholes. Some roads that were

destroyed during BNino, whichwas in 1990 or 1989 that, thos®ds are still

not repaired. Donét even talk about job
little. Those who work for the government get such little money, the poverty is
unbelievable. By the way it is not because Kenya is poor, no there are weople

live their lives aKings. There are people with money beyond belief, they shop in
London and Paris, they take vacations in Bermuda or Seychelles. It is corruption,
mismanagement andéallyhat e i t. | hate it. | hate t
takabout, they candédt put their foot down
the same people who you know are the same ones who have put us in a hole?

Explain that. Sometimes, | think the problem is not the politicians, they are taking
advantage of a situatidhat we present to them. The problem is Kenyans and that

is why | am annoyed with them.

The \sits to Kenyaverean important part of maintaining ties and different from
other ties in thathey offereda more concrete way of enforcing the image of igramts.
When the people returned to vjdhiey prepared in advance wanting to display their
success in America. As Awour in her late forties andnited State$or eleven years

said, Alt i s expensive to travythefalrbut k h o me
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al so money to spend in Kenya.o0o Traveling t
notion associating United States with prosperity. When the participants travel to Kenya

with all the trappings of economic succassllows people back Kenya to see
firsthand the benefits of i mmigration. Aw
happy to see you in Kenya and you are treatedl you area king. People line up to see

you, the only problem is that they all want some money, hnileare is so much

poverty @®ther participants who had been on visits to Kenya also expressed that they

had felt appreciated and even felt that they had been elevated to higher status by the

people in Kenya. Hence, it is possible that the ties reintbeedifferences in statuses

between the people in Kenya and those who reside in Kenya, with those who reside in

United State®eing considered of higher status.

6.5 Qultural Practices

Even though the Kenyan immigrant community in Paterson did not has#ke
ethnic enclave, it was evident that they had developed prominent social networks. Many
of the participants were familiar with other participants and weft-alate on events
happening within the Kenyan communityPaterson and elsewhefas geneal,
participants were involved in various social activities; they supported each other during
times of funerals, weddings and other social events. They came together for other social
activities including soccer games, prayer meetings, baby showersatielelof Kenyan

holidays suclKenyattaday,Jamhuriday, Madarakaday and other&' During these

“l Madaraka day celebrated on June 1 marks the day that Kaimgalgelf governance from the British in

1963; it precedes Jamhuri Day on Decembétcidinmemorating the day Kenya got full indepence in

1963. Kenyatta day celebrated on October 20 is in h
independence, it is named after the first president of Kenya.
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social activities they assisted each other with immigration issues and other problems,
passing important information through their social networks.
In termsof organized group activities participants were active in groups such as
the Jersey City Swabhili Catholic group, MaranteaéhthDay Adventist churchethnic
based organizations catering mainly for funaraangementsyomen based
organizations engaged selth e | p p r onjerygdrso udAmddivitiés. There was
not an organized Swahili religious group in Paterson at the time of the research, however,
the participantsliscussed lans to set up a similar groopthe one in Jersey City.
twasclea from the participantsd discussion
activities because they felt a sense of familiarity and common purpose. Fesdoety
year old Mukami who has been in United States for fourteen years, she explained
Anyway atthese vent s t here i s anyamachdmamg an f ood
k a ¢ h u nahdgeopléreallioveit. Everybody comes for a good time.
Sometimes there are some people Vaok for problems and when they come,
they try to start chaos. Such people we know thetrvanalways take care of
them by refusing them entry.

While the men discussed soccer gamared investmentat the barbecue events, the

women talked mainly about bablowers and Christian community activities.

6.5.1Social events
Participants came totieer during times of funeral arrangengrfora fellow
immigrantor one of them experienced death of an immediatdose family member

bothin the United States anith Kenya. During these conversations participants explained

“2@&Merry-goroundd i s a form of infor mal r escame togethegand r edi t gr
agree to collect money at regular intervals and give it to one of their members. Usually the objective of the
group is self improvement; groups have their own internally developed set of rules.
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that they formed associatiemvith the primary objective of handling funeral
arrangements. Fortyvo year old Otieno who has been in United States for thirteen years
explained how sutassociations operate. He said:

We have an organization we contribute every month, weapayt$20every

month. This money is paid out to any member who meets some misftotune

exampletheir immediate family member dies. We meet twice a year so we can

meet and set an agenda and see how much money we have collected and paid. If

t her eds n evedficialseWeaneshmuttwicea year but we

communicate throughout by phone and email.

These associations act as insurafite association sets forth specific amounts of
money to be paid within set periods of time to ensure continued membdémshipst
cases, the amount was between $180 paid quarterly and the association had a set
amount that they paid out to members whenever ne@tiedefore in order to remain
eligible for benefitsmembers have to abide by the agreement set by the assodiagon
associatiorcanalso callupon members to make extra contributions especially when they
have todistribute fundsd many members. It is important to point out that even though
the associationperates as if it weli@surancenone of the participanteferred to it in
insurance terms. These associatiese similar toother activitiesn which participants
were engageth that they todollowed ethnic lines.

Participants mentioned that the Kamba tended to have their own association with
a memberslpi composed mainly dfambaexcept in instances where a spouse or partner
is from another ethnic group. These observations were confirmed through an analysis of
the emails received from different groups. Since | had provided my email address to
various grops, | was included in different mailings regarding events such as funeral and

baby showers. Whenever | received an enhakamined the names of others included in

the email Themajority of the names would be from specific ethnic group and in most
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caseghose related to the host or the person formhbwe event wa being organized’he
emails and the participants had a common element; there was no ethniondrichpras
entirelyexclusive or homogenousuggesting that there was some level of igr@up
ties.

The practice of coming together at times of death is in line with most cultural
practices in Kenya. For instance, many cultures in Kenya have a tradition of people
coming together during times of funeral to assist in digging the grave, cons@ing t
bereaved relatives and maintaining vigil until the burial is over. Participants used similar
words when describing thanctionsof the associationsere in the United States. For
example, when fund raising the emcee informed people that the money thebde
contributed was to go towards purchase of coffin, transportation bbtheback home
andmoney for digging the grave.

It is possible that the participants formed associations because of the economic
implications of transporting the deceasediorial in Kenya. Many participants
expressed that they preferred to be buried
from the ancestorso. This | eadsefterifaundhi gher
difficult to meet such expenses on thain. In other ways, this common need brings the
participants together. People also have to continually maintain ties with each other in the
United Statedecause the amount collected at such fundraising activities depends on the
number of people who wilittend It is in their interest to have more contacts becé#use
pays to have a wider network of ties.

Participants discussed in detail how they came together for religious meetings.

Apart from providing religious nourishment, these groups provide aewehere people
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socialize and exchange news, information, opinions, and ideas. Such environments
provide a comfortable place where the immigrants share their inner perspectives about
the world outside with no inhibitions. They get an opportunity to remerabout Kenya
without attracting undue attention. Nyamweya in his late fifties and ibtiited States
for five years explained how he found common ground with other immigrants during
religious meeting.
The first time | joined the charismatic group at amurch, it was very inconsistent.
| was surprised very few people came and | did not feel connected. Then | attended
a funeral for [mentions the name] in Newark. There | met some people and they told
me they have a smaillj u m wieye héy meet, sincestarted going | have
encouraged my family and friends and it is growing. We go to Baltimore and other
places and it is growing we are not many but it is growing. We hope that we can
organize and be having a Swabhili mass, they have one in Jersey CitywydBakind
PhiladelphiaThat is our next goal.
Usually, after the prayer servid@ere is a reception with fo@hdmost of the
foods served ar&enyansuch asmandazj chapati,”® and other foodsuch asice and
chicken. Information exchange is a kddgment osuch serviced~or example, at one
eveni the priesannounced to the membehmata newKenyan foodbusinesshophad
recently been opened and he encouraged them to support it. Such incidents reveal that
there is nseparation between religi@md business, the immigrant ties superseded all.
Discussions about chidearing practices and family relatioage also commarThe

conversation below between two women, Mwajuma and Kasichana is an example of such

interactions:

“3Mandazi is a type of @ry, similar todoughnut madesing wheat flour rolled out in different shapes and

deep fried in oil. Chapati is also another type of
wheat flour and the dough is rolled out into discs on a flat surface usingng . Then it is browned on

both sides on a frying pan and greased with oil or butter. In Kenya chapati is not an everyday food and it is
usually a food for special occasions and holidagpecially Christmas.
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Mwajuma: Here in Americayou have to be very careful, | always say this to

young parents, when my children were small, | was happier. Now [throws hands

in the air] | dondét know what to say.
Kasichana: America is good and bad, but for children it is bad. My younger son,

we kept ortelling him that these people were not his friends and he would always
compl ain Awhy you picking on my friends
when these American kids stole his credit card and put $600, he was crying.
Because they were his friendsey knew where he kept everything, he would

give them rides in his car, he would buy them things. See, he is more active than
even his older brothers so he started working early and bought a car. These other
kids did not work, theypnly followed him for e money, we tried to tell him he

would not listen. He learned his lesson, now he is more careful.

Mwajuma: | need your son to talk to my son
sometimes | even think | should have let them stay home and they come when

they are moe mature.

One of the major challenges that participants faced when they wanted to engage
in activities organized by other Kenyans was availability of time off from work. Most of
the participants said they missed many activities because of conflibttheiit work
schedules. Participants were also active in church activities. They talked about small

prayer groups that they had established, choir groups that they were involved in singing

at Swahili services.

6.5.2Cultural values and attachments

Ties with Kenya were also maintained through engagement in specific cultural
practiceswvhich promoted certain cultural values familiar to the participants. Chumba, a
forty-one year old man ibnited Statesor twenty years explained whyshreasons for
sendingmoney to KenyaHe said:

You know | have to send the money, you knmaw our culture is. When you

Ohaved you are supposed to share and he

especially for my parents, people will look and see them suffering andeyet th

have a son in America. That wil!/l be a s
way it has always been. Among the Kamba, the elderly parents lived with the
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youngest son and | am away so | have to make plans for how they will live. | wish
| couldonlybr i ng t hem here but my mother wil/
t hey iunhdd [beurdse] and me and my chil dr er
suffer the effectkemdli sonéal koownwhebhte
be the one to test thatdory.
From Chumb a 6 sfeltdbligatedits maviderassistdmee to his parents
and he worried thagflure to adhere to these cultural expectations lewy toshame and
also misfortuneo his family andts future generations. Taking careofero s par ent s,
poor relatives and other members of community is a moral responsibility. Even when the
financial pressures to take care of the elderly seemed overwhelming many of the
participants still strove to undertake obligations. Therefore regardléss ofiles that
separated them the fear of repercussions for not assisting the elderly prevailed. Sixty year
old, Mumia, who had been lonited State$or nine years at the time of the study,
expressed this very clearly when he said
Yes, yes, you have gend money back home especially when you know where we
have come from. | send money to my family, | have to help my aging mother. |
want her last days to be good, that way she will leave blessings for me, my children
and their children. You see peoplewdh@ n 6t hel p t heir parents
get cursed. Their |ives have probl ems af
understand why; it iIis because they | eft
happen to me or my family.
Other participantsationalized their sense of obligation to assist in moral terms as
one participant stated AWhen someone get s
hel p their peopl e, ot herwise God will/ puni
discussionsbringstohe f or e participantsd sense of ot
behind and remain connected to provide support based on their cultural and moral beliefs.

Another recurring theme was that of reciprocity. The participants explained how

they had been bught up in a culture of reciprocity and they considered this an important
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aspect of their livesrhich they wouldpreferto retain. Furthermore, as Mwangi
explained, he owed his education and success to the community back in Kenya. They had
supported him teome to United States and as such he felt that he in turn should assist
others. In his own words, he said:

It took me some time to find employment, say about five months before | got a

job. During that time | had been surviving on the money that | hiaw eaith

from home. You know before | left home the people had done some small

Ohar ambeeédi se some money for my school

forget the people at home. In fact, most of my education was community

sponsor ed, tthgagve and giw bagk as mulchaas lecan.

These sentiments about helping and feelings of reciprocity were expressed in
various ways by the participants. Participants felt committed to support each other
because they had received support or would recaemecst in the future. Participants

expressed that they maintained ties was one way of expressing their commitment to their

culture suggesting they had not abandoned their way of life.

6.5.3Symbols and Rtuals

Other cultural responsibilities that tharpicipants were engaged in included
partaking in rituals organized in Kenya. There were instances where participants
explained that cultural responsibilities that would not be simply fulfilled by sending
money or making a phone call. Such cultural obiayet required that the individual be
physically present in Kenya. Many participants explained that they had been faced with
such situations especially when it involved the death of a pateah requires specific
funeral rites. Some cultures in Kenya requhat certain burial rites be performed and in
some instances tlgairviving kine.g. spouse, children, parentlaws, must be physically

onsite. Therefore, participants maintain ties with people in Kenya to keep up with such
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eventswhich may requirdheir participation Among some ethnic groups, physical
presence is not only required at the time of funeral but most importantly at the first
anniversary of theleath, commonly referred to amkumbushfmemorial servick

There are also other customaites whichare not connected to death that require
the physical presence of certain individuals. Different ethnic groups have different
requirementssome are common to all but are practiced differently by various groups.
Some of the rites mentioneddluded dowry payments, initiations, start of building or
move to new farm, ancestral blessings and many others. Twweryear old Kamau, in
United Stategor seven years found himself in such a situation.

| was on the phone with my dad and he saysltimatst go home. See, | have to

travel home no matter what. My father has made that very clear to me. Men, this

is a longstory [paus¢. See among thgname ofethnic groupwithheld]there are
some very interesting rituals that must happen before a nese lie build. My
parents have lived in Mombasa for a long time but now they are getting old and
they want to retire to the rural area. Traditionally, thagnotstart building until

the first son is present and participates in the rituals. So | hawavé tor this

ritual, it kinda of ground breaking ceremony! | have to go otherwise my parents

canot build their house and therefore w

have to go so that he can build his house, it is a must the firstbortherbe

Men,if | knew this before | came, | could have insisted he start the hdasel.

must abide by the customs even when | am many miles away. Kenyans we will

never progresBy the way | am the one who will paying for the house to be
build andnow  travel to Kenya so thdhe house to be build[laughs loudly.

Not all events are given equal weiglhe participants explained that they were
very selective about the events that they engaged. They preferred events that they
considered beneficiah terms of information. They also considered other immigrants
who would reciprocate with their attendance in the future. Famgyyear old Chumba

referred to such contacts as fAproductive s

selective soalization is recent. He said:
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In the earlier days, we met ¢telebratethere was no focus in those celebrations.
There was only beer drinking and drinking and we could celebrate anything, name
it and we have a party for it. There was nothing positive. | eged to go all the

way to the embassy in New York and Washington to celebrate Kenyan holidays at
the ambassadords party. But the celebra
productive and it was a waste of time and money. | also felt that bad things will
come out of these celebrations and | decided to stay away. But nowadays when |
attend events organized by Kenyangtdferto attend events that are productive;
somewhere | will gain something. | must say that there is a difference between the
earlier immigants and the new ones. | think the immigrants who are coming
recently are more focused and engaged more in constructive discussions and
activities. They are more energized and they want to do positive things. Before we
used to be | wedidcmodltd deoh inoukcehn 6 | purchas
recently and yet | could have done this way before when the prices of real estate
were even lower. But most of the earlier immigrants were not focused. | think it is
because we believed in going home and most of ustweéng to make more

money and go back home and do something big so that people see you are from
the US. But | think the current immigrants are smarter. Beformerelyused to

have fun, beer drinking and partying and then more beerexamplelast weé |

met two guys from Kenya who were talking about what they are doing in Kenya
helping AIDS orphaned kids. Then | met another man who was talking about how
he will help to build schools and develop Kenya.

These and similaraanments showed that he caesied the Kenyan immigrant

community to be making progressterms of assisting people back in Kenya. His
assessment of the communityés progress i s
back in Kenya. Therefore, the aspect of ties getminence irevaluating the state of the

community here in the United States.

6.5.4Jealousy and competition
Participants seemed to have considerable information on what was happening to
other Kenyan immigrants not only in U.S liother parts of the world. Overal

participants gave positive evaluations of their relations with other Kenyans but they also

“4 This reference was used as a direaigtation from Swahili to refer to dull situations, inactivity or a
0l azif ase ed attitude.
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pointed out to some issyaghichthey felt were drawbacks within the Kenyan immigrant
community. According to participants, social ties were not always amichbie;
discussed in detail the existence of intense feelings of jealousy and competition among
immigrants. They felt that these jealousies affected their own individual and community
development.
There were incidences of people undermining others evéeiaplaces of work
The participants explained that if someone works hard and achieves some level of
success, there are people who questianghccess and want to know hoWwesmade it.
Kariuki 6s fifteen years i n Utedhesaldthdtt at es h
Kenyans have one simple problem. They do not wish for others to progress. They
undermine each other and are competitive very competitive. They are non
supportive. If they think they will tell you something that will put you ahead of
them, forget it they will not tell you anything. They hide information from each
other. That is the problem with Kenyans. That is why you see many geople
getlostandtheylosi r ect i on. Because we dondt prc
and give them the&uth, facts about America and the life and how they can avoid
some of the pitfalls. Unless you are very very close to someone they will not
simply give you the information. We forget the important issues and prioritize
concerns. | t 6 s onrrack onee amngond lases glieedtionb a ¢ k
Sometimes it leads to suicide. | know at least two who committed suicide because
they had lost direction and it was very difficult to find their way back to normal. |
can also say that this problem is also tribal. e people who committed
suicide, one was Luo and another one Kisii. People | have talked to from these
communities express a lot of frustration.
The participants also discussed how i mm
each other. The participanéxplained that whenever they experienced strained social ties
with fellow immigrants, they usually tried to resolve it within the community. Sometimes
they will call close friends and family and discuss the issue in an attempt to reach an

amicable resolion. In the event that the issue was not resolved through such

consultation, participants explained that they generally opted to avoid contact with
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specific individual(s). None of the participants made reference to seeking legal redress or
seeking exterrlassistancer services such dkerapy to amentheirrelations. Other
participants added that even avoidance does not help because if you socialize with them
you are in trouble and if you dondét they s
most of the participants agreed that the be
themselves.
Another concern expressed $yme ofthe participants was that Kenyan
immigrants appeared to socialize mostly with other Kenyan immigrants. As Kariuki, in
his late thirties and itUnited State$ or t he | ast fifteen years o
function organized by Kenyans, you find on
have friends from other communi tldkasgthey Ev en
can invite other immigrants; Spanish, Nigerians, or whatever @&sgticipants
invariablyfelt that Kenyans were a closed community of immigrants and needed to open
up moreastheNigerians. Twentynine year old Kamau who has been in Unitdtes for
seven years explained his reasons for hampgtly Kenyan friends. He said:
The people | have had a relationship with are the people | know and these are
KenyansThisis because when | came from New York to New Jersey the only
people | sociafied with were Kenyans. Not because | prefer Kenyans but because
| already have these Kenyans friends. If | lived in a place where there were other
nonKenyan people | would have known them. | came and found a system in
place where it was Kenyans only antbhtinued with it. | found a small all
Kenyan community and therefore we |ived
live the life of people in U.S. This system perpetuates itself and there is no
motivation to know people outside this group and | hodddbmmunity and Ira
still in that circle. This group kinda of provides me with all that | need to know, if
| was in a strange place | would have known other people but | have no had that
need because | am happy. Since | am in Paterson and if there wé&ayams in
Paterson | would have socialized with the other groups and maybe my life would

have been different from the way it 1s
because | have not had the need to.
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The participants outlined that the problemth such organizing is that it limits
ideas and resources from outsiders. One of the possible explanations for this type of
organizing is because the Kenyan immigrants organize based on a need for familiarity
and people they can relate to easily. Furtloeemthey consider that other Kenyans may
identify more with their objectives. Even though the participants seemed aware of this
kind of separanessand talked about it, they did not seem overly concerned, or even
viewedit as assimilation issu@heir discussions showed that assimilating was a goal that
they pursued. As explained byrty year old Musembi, in thenited Statesor fifteen
yearswho said that:

Listen, |l dondot sit down to seriousl

work where Ispent most of my time, | socialize with-aemrkers and at that time |

am American, even my accent changes. Then | get back from work and | meet
with my friends outside work and most

plan it, it happens. | hang outwthh e m and t hey understand

be politically correct, | can rel ax

that? It is not that | dondt wanrt to
stress and ti me t o IpaningwWthiretredkengant ch on
community.

AsKamabw and Musembi 6s discussions reveal
planned in advance. As the participants go about their daily lives to make engdthayeet
engage in these groups in different wayss fiossible that the participants inadvertently
socialize mostly with other Kenyan immigrants and it is probable that their choices are
based on theorigins which evoke feelings of belonging. Even though the activities they
discuss appear as social aalire engagementbey have the potential to develop into
more organized collective activities that have effects on the immigrants, people they left

behind and the host country.
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The participants seemed very much aware of the relevance of Americay societ
and explained clearly they used their advantage of English language and higher levels of
education to be able to integrate especially in terms of employment and settlement. The
participants explained their dual existence whereby they socialized anciatkgt
work, while limiting their social functions to tireown groups, providing aescape
valve. These findings show that first generation immigrants from Kenya do not
necessarily subscribe fully to the linear pattern of assimilation as postulatediby
assimilation theories. Neither were they fully focused only on their transnational ties with
the people they left behind in Kenya. Their responses showed that they adopted a
combination of bothas they settle@nd became involved with life the United States
they continued to maintain or in some cases renew ties with their places of origin. They

were actively engaged in both their host and home countries.

6.6 Frequency of Ties
6.6.1Length of stay in U.S. and frequency of ties
From the discusions with participants, the frequency of ties fluctuated depending
on length of stay antthe needto maintain tiesFrequency of economic ties fluctuated
based orhe financial needs of the people back in Keimgéuding tuitionpayments,
hospital bills vhenever needed and investments. Sa@alfluctuated based on
availability of time and cost of maintaining tiesthe participantsParticipants reported
that they tended to call more when they had time between their work schedules and their
everyday ativities and when they could afford phone cards. In general, the majority of

the participants indicated that they used to call more frequently when they arrived and the
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frequency of communication declined as they became more involved in activities in the
United States. Onyango who is in his late thirties and has been in United States for nine
years explained the frequency of ties as follows

The first few days when | came | used to call my folks alragsty day | wanted

to tell them the many new thingsvas seeing and encatering. | would call and
sayuess@at ? | went t oladgkin itfélogrekt. Iwvasohéehg , 6 |
worl dés biggest city you know. So the f
Kenyasimply t tell them everything. Thenstarted working, coming home tired,

now | would stay a month or so. | still call my parents. | used to call my friends

often more than my parents but at present | call maybe my friends after a month

or so. Sometimes now they call me, lately they canusatig the internet. Lately

they call me and then | call them back. | still talk to them a lot. Then | had to

focus on my school and so niame jPauséhi ngs,
Then guess what, after | went back home, | had beershgfiee years or what?

After coming back from home, now | call more. More so because, | am following

up on some projects and other things. | talk to my father most of the time. About

90 percent of the time | can say it is my moéeavh no, my father that | talk to.

Then my cousins, so he calls me and | like him and we talk and talk. And many
others and now with email | can also send an email and it is ok.

This pattern was also confirmed by other participants who had been in United
States for longer periods of tim&s expressed by fortiwo year old Mueni who has
been in United States for eighteen years,
people back home, | rarely called. | had so many things to do, it was crazy, my mother
used to ask what happened to s] she would never understand American life. But
nowadays, | <call every now and then; | <cal
Evidently, the longer an immigrant is away from hothe more they lose contact
with the people they left behind sincepedple ci r cumst ancessenchange .
contact. Furthermore, the time right after arrival is devoted to establishing oneself. As

one gets more immersed in the daily activities in United Stidieg tend to reduce the

frequency of ties. The low frequenag expressed by the participants was the time when
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they are struggling and adjusting to the new environment. After they establish themselves
they renew their ties. Therefore the general frequency of ties takes-shaped curve
with most ties upon arrivadeclining as oneedtles inand then picking up again.

Sometimes, the renewed ties are not necessarily for the reasdiesttasamau
concluded

€ asl told you when you are able to travel to Kenya, you can then visit or invest

in Kenya. So, if pu maintain contact with your friends in Kenya then they can

help you when you want to invest in Kenya because here in the States it is

you are blindfolded and you donét know

people can help you. It &s ifyour eyes on the ground.

Participants who were able to travel to Kenya reported more benefits from ties.
These findings suggest that ties are enhanced if one is able to travel back to Kenya
indicatinga renewal of ties every time one travels back to Kenyeodtid be interesting
to establisithethresholdfor thesurge in renewal of ties. There were a few participants
who indicated that their frequency of maintaining ties through phone calls had remained
relatively constant. These included participants whasgly especially children and
wives were still back in Kenya.

Some participants expressed that they renewed their ties because they felt
betrayed by fellow immigrants and considered their old friends or contacts back in Kenya
more trustworthy. The pacipants who reported that they had increased their frequency
of ties with Kenya were asked whether they thought that the frequency would decline
again in the future, they responded in the negative. From these findings it is possible to

suggest that frequew of ties is related to length of sthytnot necessarilpssessenh

number of years but rath#iroughself perceptioaof 0 n eabhgevement. It is also
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related to the needed time to attain legal status allowing for travel Kenya and United

States thugnabling the renewal of ties.

6.6.2Relationship between ties among immigrants and length of stay

The responses from participants showed that length of stay in United States
affected their ties with people back in Kenya and also their ties amongrathgrants.
According to participants, ties among immigrants are influencetdiyeducation level,
success in thepersonalives, length of stay anethnicity. Income was not mentioned as
a factor that influences ties amoparticipantgrobably beausethey assumed that
everyone in the United States has some form of income. Personal achievement was
important and was subtly linked to length of st@grticipants noted that immigradts
relations with eaclbthertended to béased on length of stass Kipkirui who is in his
late twenties and has been in United States for sevengfesersed when he shared his
Views:

The main concern is always the length of stay, the question that is asked all the

time when people meet is; how long have you been Hdraf’is typically the

first question immigrants ask each other. That is what | see all the time. People

ask you how long have you been here? When you say one year; well [pause] then
[shakes head indicating not so good]. If the answer is something likgefws;

oh yeah thatodéds good. Then t Mhenvheext ques
someone hears that you have been here a longer time, and then they assume you
have accomplished a lot, you have more experience, you can maneuver in

different situationsyou know how to survive, you have been rich, you have been

to school, you have a nice job and basically you are making more money.
Compared to one yearé you dondét have a
Basically itbés abouts émo nfeeys,, exopie rhiaevrec eb e
|l onger you are more settled if you came
life.
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His observations were also echoed by other participBotsng the interviews
participants talked about other immigrants who had beereitJtiited States for longer
periods of time and what was expected of themwak evident that participants assessed
each other using length of stay in theited StatesT h ey expl ai ned a per s
achievement or lack of success based on how long they badrbthe United States.
From their discussions it seemed that the expectation was that an imisigdutation
and economic situation should improve the longer the period of stay in the United States.
Length of stay waalsoan indicator of authoritymmigrants who had been in the
United States for longer periods of time were considerédvesocial positios and
their opiniors weresought more frequentlfonsequently, meth morewas expectedf
them Other participants anticipated that those whoehagen in the United States longer
should have at least completed college education, purchased a house and dethonstrate
moreunderstanding of life in the United States. Participantslaked social standing in
the immigrant communitjo edicatioral achevementEducation was important
especially education from American institutions sintiémplied better job and higher
incomes Ethnicity was also mentioned but it did not appear to be a strong predictor of
social standing within the immigrant communifypossible explanation could beat
since participants tend to interact with people from their own ethnic groups, observations
and experiences within mixed ethnic groups are limi@ackrall, participants faced
greateremphasis on thle oflength ofstay inUnited Stateshan education, age,
ethnicity or gender
There was no clear pattern as to whethesas possible to transfer class

privileges from Kenya to the United States. Participants described their experiences of
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changes in class statushath positive and negative terms. Some of the words they used
included A1l t woapse naenrdaenkilieg Othersreally resentetheir

experienceand used words such as. Somapartclpanst i ng o
observed that previous clagatsis in Kenya was irrelevant in thimited StatesMost of

these participants felt thdte United States had offered them a chance to be considered

on the same level as people who had considered themselves of higher class in Kenya. For
this group of partipantsthe United States had offered some upward mobility for them in

relation to other Kenyan immigrants.

6.6.3Relationship between technology and frequency of ties

Participants maintained ties through internet via emails and reading Kenyan
newspapes, so theole of internet and technological development cannot be discounted
in accounting for frequency of tieAs Saitotiin his early fortieexplained:

| did not know many people here and so | used to think a lot about home. At the
timelwasthik i ng fAwhen wil|l Il finish my schoo
touch with many people. Then | started slowly by slowly losing contact, at the

time it was writing, there was no internet so you write letters. Someone could
write to me deydvritd aganamdd say |wid replyyout theére was

no time. Everything was rushing and | had school and work and work and school,
mark you | had three jobs and full time school, so where do | get the time to write.

It continued for some timand the pedp who used to write stopped writing, the

girls I was talking with got married and that was finished, there was no hope.

Then we started getting phone cards, now someone could call and it was cheaper.

So | started calling a few more times. | also now ladesmoney. After a couple

of trips home, now | have so many peopl
text you, flashing they call it, they email and now you write a letter it is in Kenya

within 3-4 days! What are you talking about? When | talk withgrandmother

back home, she thinks | am standing next to her, the sound is so clear. With fiber
optics, there is no static and echo, before you would call and when you talk, you

have to wait for a few minutes, it was difficult making a phone call baclehom

What the internet has done, you have no idea, it has changed everything and |

mean everything, even the price of air tickets!
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The advantages of internet were cited variously an@st also noted that in the past,
people in United States initiateégs or phone calls. Things have changed and for those
people who live in urban Kenya, especially Nairobi, they can even make phone calls to
United States very easily. As such, frequency of ties is also dependent on technology.
The discussions in this chiap show that participants maintained various forms of
ties including phone calls, internet, mail, material exchanges including money/
remittances, traveling back home and cultural activities or ceremonies/rituals. These ties
were maintained on regular lmbut were not based on a systematic format of weekly or
monthly patterns. They followed their own regularity based on need such as social
activities or other life events. More phone calls were made when certain events happened
e.g. someone died, birth afchild, elections, natural events, or people wanted to discuss
their problems. It was evident that participants maintained ties mostly family, relatives
and friends. The ties were mostly with people from their local villages and in many cases
this was inplied that by and large ties were with people from their own ethnic groups.
Reasons for maintaining ties varied and ranged from need to know how people are doing,
follow-up on projects, sending money for education, hospital bills to general household
sust@ance. The frequency and amount of remittances sent back varied with season such
as when school starts, holidays such as Easter and Christmas. Length of stay impacted
ties in that across the years the frequency of ties took eehapkd curve. At beginran
of their stay they maintained more ties, and as the anxieties and frustrations of settling
down to new life set in thee ties decline. Thereafter, the ties increased after some period

of stay in the United State®ither old ties were renewed or reestdi#d through visits
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to Kenya. The discussions with the participants also brought to the fore how ties are

embedded in the social, economic and cul tu
The interviews with participants showed that they maintained ties among

themselves and they considered these ties just as important as those with people in

Kenya. The participants meet for social events and assisted each other in times of need.

These ties also served to balance d@he part

there was no visible ethnic enclave of Kenya immigrants in Paterson, their discussions

showed they were a very clekrit community. They remained in contact through their

established social networks.
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CHAPTER SEVEN
GENDER ANALYSIS
This chapter dealsith gender analysis and reviews the findings in terms of
gender relations. fbcuses onssues related to how men and women perceived their
immigration experiences and the role of their-prigration situations on their
experiences. It also addresses imen and women maintained ties with Kenya and
whether the processes discussed in the previoygersaaffected men and women in
different ways.The chapter shows how immigration offéxsth opportunities and

constraints to men and women.

7.1 Men and wanen included in the study and reasons for migration

Eighteen (47%) women and 20 (53%) men were included in this study. There
weresmallage differences between men and women; the average age for women was 38
years and 40 for men. Men had resided in theddrstatesonger than women. More
than half of the merb6%) had been in the United States for more than ten years
compared to 35% of women. The average length of stay for women was 10 years and 13
years for men. There were five men who had lived in thiged States for at least twenty
years or more. None of the women had been in the United States for 20 years; the longest
length of stay for women was 18 years. Men reported higher levels of education with
threeout of every five men having abc h e | gree @mnpatded to one out of every five
women. Thirtyfive percent men had a graduate level education or abdwie 22% of
women had same level of education. A large percentage of women (44%) reported their

highest level of education as high school.
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In terms of marital statu89% of women were married compared to 60% of men.
There were more single women in gener@% women compared to 30% of men. Even
when broken down by age, there were stitire single women under age 35 than men,
30% compared to 28 of men Two (11%) women reported living with someone or a
partner to whom they were not married. None of the men reported such a situation. Either
women were vocal about their relationships or wanted to define themselves in relation to
their male connemns in the immigrant community. The men probably saw no need in
revealing such situatidior it did notenhance their status or standing in the community.
It was interesting to note that none of the men or women reported being married or living
with a nonKenyan all those who were married or living with someone said that their
partner was also a Kenyan immigrant.

All the men and women included in this study were employed at the time of the
study and reported their occupation within the last six montireelmen (15%) were
self employedrunning their own businesses such as sale of handicrafts and cab driving.
One woman had a hairaiding business on a pdiine basis and also maintained a
regular fulttime job. Sixteen women were employed in socialisergccupations
including certified nurse assistants (CNAs), home health aides (HHA) snsoséal
workers, direct care workers in group homes and bsikigrs. Men had more diverse
occupations including accounting, college professors, pharmacy, rguhegraublic
health and systems engineering. There were only three men (15%) who worked in the
social service sect@s compared th7 (94%); only one woman reported holding an

administrative position in a group home.
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Women had an average income of 833, compared to men who had an average
annual income of $43, 500. Sixty percent of the men reported incomes of $40,000 and
above annually compared to 40% of wom@o me n 6 s o explaiptletr loveen s
incomes because majority of their jobypess.lInaddi t i on, mends educat
higher and afforded them better paying jobs. Overall only participants with at least a
bachel ordéds education and above refimegted in
more men had at | e fobowedthattvanerhad lawerinsomese gr e e,
These findings reflect trends reported by other studies, but it must be noted that
most of the studies focus on Indian, Filipino, Jamaican and Latino women immigrants
and African women immigrants are rarely mentwnghou (2003) observes that there
has been an increase in the number of women among contemporary immigrants. In this
study, the differences in length of stay for men and women supports that men have been
in the United States longer than women; women edrimore recently. During the
interviews there were four men who supported the finding by stating they had observed
an increase in the number of Kenyan women coming to the United States. One of them
explained that Kenyan men no longer had to travel losigudces in search of Kenyan
girlfriendsas they had done the past. He also noted that in the past, men were able to
keep track of all newly arrivedomenfrom Kenya. He placed his observations in context
when he indicated that he was aware that the esumibKenyan immigrants in general
had grown but still insisted that the number of women had increased greatly.
The findings on gender disparities in education foltmilar trends to those
reported by other studies. Fry (2006) report that while thexe iscrease in the level of

education of contemporary women immigrants, their education levels are still lower than
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those of their male counterparts. Even though it is not possible to generalize with this
small sampl e, the tr erepdrtedintms stwdy diftenfdmthasea r i t a
reported by Jeffrey®005) suggestg that female immigrants are more likehan their

male counterpart® migrate as dependenihefindingsfrom this studyare in line with

those reported by Zho2@03 84) that women immigrants tend to be less educated and

less likely to be married.

By and large, men and women expressed similar reasons for moving to the United
States, searching for better financial opportunities. They all arrived in the United States
with great hopes and expectations with the overarching reason for moving as the search
for better life. The search for educational opportunities was also a common theme among
the participants. Seventy percent of men came to United States to study compared to 50%
of women. Four women (22%) traveled to the United States for the purpose of family
reunification. None of the men stated that family reunification was a reason for coming to

the United States.

7.2 Pre-migration experiences of men and women

For this grop of participants three women and one man reported having had
business contacts in the United States who arranged for their travel to the United States.
Fifteen men (75%) and 11 (61%) said they were engaged in some form of income
generating activity beforney came to the United States. Six men (30%) and two women
(11%) were running small businesses in Kenya before they came to the United States.

However, they all agreed that their earnings were insufficient to support them and their
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families in Kenya anthe search for better financial opportunities was a driving force
behind their decisions to move.

The women discussed in detail their various efforts to make ends meet by
engaging in different activities, some of which they had never considered adepwssib
their | if et i neamilartdotherwonies as shie explained her efforts

If anybody had said to me that one day | will be in America | would have laughed
at it and said, dénot in a millios years
wereonly to finish high school, then get married and have a good family. Yes, |

got married and got a job, a very good job in the ministry [public service]. At that
time that was a very good job, you know. We worked with my husband in the
ministry of cdture and social services, that is actually where we met and we
married. We got children, five of them and it was ok then because we could make
things work and as time went by | started doing small small [sic] business on the
side to get more money for @ththings. But life kept on getting harder and harder
and it was becoming difficult to keep up with the expenses, pay rent, go to work,
pay school fees for the children. It just became almost impossible. Then the big
thing!!! My husband took the golden héshaké® and decided to go and start
business back at home [laugher and then pause] Guess what? The business failed

and he would not I|isten to me anyway. |
if I didndt do s omet hismgp;toaltadwle When be | ef
the pond dries up before it has matured

America and we stayed in touch and then she invited me and here | am.

In their endeavors to sustain their families, women developed coping strategies
that engaged them in new roles. Through the interviews, women outlined a continuum of
strategies, some of which included moving away from their homes in search of better
opportunities. However, the womends migrat
started with traveling short distances, mostly for trade, and returning home daily or
weekly. As the markets dwindletthe women moved further and further in search of
newer markets. Cheronobs experience aptly

story. She said

“The 6Gol den handshakedé6 was an incentive package of
to take voluntary or early retirement as part of the dazimgiof government firms.
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You remember the time women started crossing the border to Uganda, going to

Busia and buying shoes, handbags and materials [fabric]? That was when | got

started with this kind of business. | would go to Uganda and get things and come

and s#é them to women in offices. The women pay in small amounts and | go

every end of month at their offices and they give me my money. | was among the

first group of women, so | made some good money with that. Then many women
joined and the profits went dowAt the same time, my husband got sick and |

would not | eave him so |I started keepin
husbandds deat h, | had to do much more
of our tractors and started going to Dubai. Thiswawh er e t he money w
Then going to Dubai to get clothes was not bringing in money as | wanted, |

wanted more money. | started importing cars, [laughter] ok cars now. So now |
joined a mends group and started i mport
business was still going on, this is what | was doing until | came here to America.

| came because | wanted to explore the market here, see what | can buy and take

back and sell and then come back again. | wanted to start coming to America

instead of Dubisbecause not many people were coming to get things from here.

So now | knew that my solution was America.

Cherono captured the circumstances of women and illustitetechallenges they faced
and the ways that they attempted to mitigate their circumssa@ther women talked
about their endeavors and how they started small businesses selling vegetables and
household basics. Many of them talked about how they were employed but at the same
time ran 6ékiosksd i n the arcacvagetableh fuite t hey
bread, milk, salt, flour and other basic household items. Many of them viewed their move
to the United States as part of their efforts to provide for their families, but migration was
not a longterm plan. They did not set out to mage to the United States; their move was
intertwined with their survival strategies. This was not the case for men who maintained
that they were clear about their intentions to travel to the United States. Men did not
describe their move as a chance opputy rather as part of a lorigrm strategy.

The responses by womare incontrasto reports in othestudiesthatshow

womenmigrate as dependentbgty generally migrate based on farmsiyonsored
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immigration (Jeffreys, 2005). Statistics from the Dépant of Homeland Security show

that women made up 60% of those who entered the United States as immediate relatives,
compared to 40% ohen (effreys,2005. While the reasons for moving to the United

States cannot be explained in simple causal tehmasntportant thing to note is that the
women in this group showed that they were active participants in this process. There may
have been intervening fact@ach agxisting contacts or assistance from family,

relatives or friends, but women discussedrtresourcefulness in the process of changing
their life situations. During the interviews women talked about their role in trying to

make ends meet in a challenging economic situgtich as the one Kenya.

This aspect of Af r ienaxtenswaydecan®estedagency h
especially with regard to womends response
implementation of Structural Adjustment Programs or SARGhant, 1994; Elson,

1992; Kaniji, 1995; Lingham, 2005; Nzomo, 1992; Tsikata, 2002). $&dtsred
governments to cut social spending which translated to withdrawal of funding for social
services such as education, health and local infrastructure. The costs for these services
were shifted to the local populations in a process commonly referced a sshafing oos t
Local people had to take on the provision and maintenance of schools, hospitals, water
supplies, sanitation and local infrastructure. Since many of these activities were
traditional |y wotheeg implesnentagos ipleed teat women ihad toe s

work longer and harder hours to meet their family needs (Kanji, 1995).

“® | the 1980s and 199@ructural Adjustment Programgere implemented by governments to stimulate
economic growth and reduce poverty as part of conditionalities to qualify for financial assistance from the
World Bank and IMFGovernments had to implement a set of mdexe! requirements that included trade
liberalization, fiscal and monetary policy reforms, public enterprise reforms, deregulation of investment,
and labor and price controls. These policies were considered gendeal butheir drastic effects
impactedmen and women differently; with women bearing the major brunt of the policies.
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Furthermore, privatization practices under SAPs led to governments subsidizing
private investors to stimulate the economy. These practices led to loss of jobs i
public sector as stat®vned enterprises were auctioned off to affluergrorateforeign
investors who were free to repatriate their profits instead of investing in local industries.
In her study of women idimbabwe(Kaniji, 1995 showed the extemd which women
had to compensate for declining employment opportunities and wages and increasing
food prices. The opening of more jobs in the urban areas, with more developed
infrastructure, led to increased male migration leaving behind mostly women and
children. The loss of labor implied increased responsibilities for women and in other
instances decline in cash crop production (Nzomo, 2002). While gender disparities
existed before SARthese studies point out that their implementation further exateetb
the gender disparities.

These discussions by men and women reveal that immigration experience is not a
product of resettlement at the point of destination only. Therpgeation histories of
women influenced their immigration experiences mostly i tieey maintained both kin
and nonrkin ties. Their women counterparts or frienkdad a better understanding of the
challenges that women in Kengaperience, as such thexere more willing to assist
thar friends if and when possihle Wo me n 6 s  &sxppoeide ithe coctextswithén
which immigration occurs informing us that immigration experiences extend to the

period prior to migration.
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7.3How men and women moved to the United States
When asked who assisted them in their move to the United Statesnd

women gave different responses as showrable 7.1

Table 7.1 Sources of support for men and wome{iN=38)

Support received from Women Men Total

N (%) N (%) N (%)
Relative or family in U.S. 6 (33%) 9 (45%) 15 (39%)
Friends in the U.S. 5 (28%) 7 (35%) 12 (32%)
Boy/girlfriend or spouse/partnel 4 (22%) 1 (5%) 5 (13%)
Business contacts 3 (17%) 1 (5%) 4 (11%)
No contacs 2 (10%) 2 (5%)

TOTAL 18 20 38

The data shows that men relied more on assistance from family or relatives to
moveb t he United States; women reported a wi
included friends, relatives, boyfriends, s
comprised of mainly family and friendSightyp er cent of mends cont ac
familyorf ri ends whil e womenédés contacts were mo
women relied almost equally on kin and Aan contacts. The closeness of their +kam
contacts was evidenced in their interviews whereby women discussed the close
relationshipghey enjoyed with the contacts. Women also indicated that most of their
contacts were women and joked that if they searched hard erbeghvould find out
that their friends were probably distant relatives. These sentiments suggest that the line

betweerkin and norkin for women was bluadand their norkin contacts could easily
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quality as quasi or fictive kin. It was as if the women wanted to have their friends as
family too.

Women did not give specific reasons as to why they relied more ekimon
contacts to assist them to move to the United Stdtesir discussions showed that they
felt just as obligated to reciprocate Akin favors as favors by kin. It seemed that the
non-kin and kin were parallel and not in competition. The interview with Kasiatstood
out among the others as she gave her experiences and explained pointedly that her family
was not very supportive of her decision to move and she relied ekimon

Everyone was blaming me for almost everything. My mother felt that the decision

for me to go into politics was the reason for the troubles in my social life. You

know my marriage was almost over, but apparently | was to blame for that too. |
feel that as women we will not go far because even other women do not support
you.

It is posgble that for women, especially older women, the family may not have
supported a decision to move and so they relied on friends who were more understanding
and operminded. Once the women settle in United States they too continue contact with
other norkin contacts and may in turn assist their friends to move to the United States. In
this way, the women understood better each
supported each other. The decision to move with assistance frekimaoray also help
to maintin family relations. In cases where not all members of the family support the
decision for a woman to move, especially if she is moving without her husband or
children, assistance from an outsider avoids conflict. Women create their own safety nets
and thus maintain their friends and family. Women also maintain their social support

networks which have assisted them in their daily struggles in Kenya and continue them

in the United States.
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7.4 1nitial experiences of men and women
Both men and women expenced some degree of frustration in their initial
experiences; the most common was the disappointment. More men considered their initial
experiences as positive compared to women. Eighty percent adeseribedheir initial
exper i enc esomewdams oesii tt haemepositio&rwhild 61% of women felt
the same way. Women expressealttheir initial frustrationsandtense relations with
their hostswere related tdigh bill payments, lack of information on what to do and
feelings of being taken adatage of by their hostMwende pointed out that after
working tirelessly, her host expected her to come back and help with the household
chores and this strained their relationshi
home and woulgreferto restduring the day. She would be expecting me to help her but
| have to go back to work. Then she would keep banging things in the house, making so
much noise and | could not even rest.o
Mends responses showed that ttlessivae frust
bills, inability to take the education courses of their choice, high tuition costgudging
jobs and little time foteisure. Chumba explained his frustrations
Life was hard, very hard indeed. | was working three jobs and going to school at
the same time, imagine that. The money | was being paid was not enough to pay
for school, pay the bills, rent athert hi ngs . |l was saying, t
go on like this. Is this really America? | had thought my problems will be gone
but insteadtiey seemed to have even increased. The people | lived with were
nice, they allowed me to stay for some time but | had to try and survive on my
own. | wanted money, a lot of money. | had calculated in my head that I will be in
Americaonly for short time ad then go back with enough money to invest and
live a good life. | was here to make the money and go build a business empire
back in Kenya, have a beautiful home, spend evenings and weekends having fun,

take my children to good schools, you know. | so@itized that was not
happening, my dream was falling apart.
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On to the Ilist of frustrations about wo
party, all | did was work, then go to school, then more school and work. When | was not
in school | was workig, no time for anything else. My car lookasl if it wasa caravan
with everything | needed, from toothbrush
complain about their earningastead they reported that it compared favorably to their
income in Kenya andey appreciated it. One of the women informed me openly she
does not mind the type of work she does be
i's money, i n doll ar s; green! When you go t
earnedthiswagr t hat way 6, themenexpresses thahthenneopey was
not much. The men constantly compared themselves with other Kenyan men who have
been in the United States longer and with the men they left in Kenya. These comparisons
set higher standasdor the men to achieve.

The findings suggest that mendés frustra
expectations and desire to achieve more. I
their struggles with making or maintaining relationships. Thesms to be a connection
between how women handled their initial experiences and themigration context.

Because women have been working hard to sustain their families, without as much
recognition, they are better able to accept their situation mgiki United States and do
not complain much. They expressadre positivaunderstanding of their situation and
what it demanded of them. Their greatest concern was recreating commymnehitas
had assisted them greatly in Kenya #melidea of not haug such cushioning in the

United States worried them



234

Besides the unmet expectations and sour relations with their hosts, women
discussed the extent to which United States was different from Kenya. They talked about
the many opportunities available in thaited States and their initial shock at the over
abundance of everything ranging from food to the size of the vehicles people drove. In
Cheronod6s words, Athere was so much of =eve
it is available in extra largezas [laughs] everythingone s extra | arge! 0 Wa

When | arrived | was amazed at the many things. You go to the store and it is

rows and rows of things. Gosh, you go to look for bread and theneamesthan

25 different kinds of bread. What do ybuy? Then they were choices, what do

you | i ke? Whatoés your weight? What is vy

color? These were things that | had never thought about myself. | always assessed

myself in relation to others, when | cooked it was beseatiwas something

everybody could eat not because it was about me. Whatever | did | always had

others in mind. Here everybody was asking me about me, msjaheéActually it

was scary thing because | did not have the answers.

The women reported thatey had to constantly remind themselves of the scarcity
back in Kenya and not to be carried away by the abundance of things they see every day.
In addition, the women reported having found out things about themsehtahey were
not aware of earlier.r Mgn of t hem di scussed how they 6di
t hemsel ves. Wanji ku e asgft hadnstexdstedibefore, sowd pr i s e
know more about myself; my weight, height, what I like, but I am still not sure about my
favorite food orevegolor. @ he t hings they considered as
new, it was that they had defined themselves in differentté&xedd/a nj i ku s ai d, i
I knew myself as someoneds daughter or wif
my age, heigtandcolor he womenés di scussions reveal e
defined themselves when they were in Kenya and in the United States. Women were now

able to see themselves as separate from their relations because as they mentioned before

they déined themselves in relation to other people. Notably, men did not discuss their
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initial experiences along such perspectives and no man mentioned about finding out
issues about themselves that they did not know previously. This was probably because

the men had always defined themselves separate from other relations even in Kenya.

7.5 Men and Women naintaining ties with Kenya

It was more common for women to maintain ties through pi®t# of women
maintained regular ties through the phone compared%oafGnen. However, there was
a difference when it came to use of the internet with more w@&8n) reporting that
t hey fonier vaerueéd gniail, compared to 20% men. Therefore, it is possible to
conclude that men preferred the use of internet tawanicate to people in Kenya, while
women preferred the phone. The data showed that both men and women maintained ties
with Kenya through different forms; women preferred using the phone and men preferred
internet communication.

In terms of sending monggoth men and women stated that theyt seoney for
various reasons. The difference was noticeable in terms of how frequently men and
women said they sent money; women reported sending money more frequently than men.
Seventytwo percent women reported thhey sent money to Kenya more than six times
in a year compared to 55% of men. It was not possible to collect the data on the actual
amount of money sent because both men and women reported that the amount varied.
The amount sent depended on the purposw/fich it was being sent. More women
reported sending goods back to Kenya; they said that they sent the goods through friends

when they travel back to Kenya.
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There were more women who said that they sent money to friends; 83% of
women compared to 70% ofen. Women also reported many other reasons for sending
money compared to men. For women other reasons included lending money to someone
in Kenya, repaying money to someone in Kenya, bank loan repayments in Kenya,
participating in group/club fundraisingtavities, while only one man reported other
reasons as payment of dowry. More men send money to Kenya for educational reasons,
85% compared to 72% of women.

The overall number of participants who reported reading Kenyan newsnvedis
More men reportethat they read the Kenyan news on a regular basis compared with
women. In general most participants expressed disappointment with the situation in
Kenya and hence their lack of interest in Kenyan news. Women were more vocal about
this disappointment thanen.

These responses show that women sent money back to Kenya for their family,
relatives and friendsvhile men sent money only to family and relatives. It is possible
that women continued their friendships with the people they left in Kenya on a ratiproc
basis. These friends continue to be a source of support for women even when they are in
the United States. Women discussed how they often called their friends and talked about
their life situations in United States. In return for their sympathetichegrreceive some
assistance in form of goods or money or most important information on how they too can
move to the United States. The discussions by both men and women revealed the
influence their families of origin exerted on their activities. Men anchemalways tried
to assist the people from the villages they hailed from. There was no man or woman who

mentioned that they assisted people who were not from their villages or communities.
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The friends that the women spoke about were from their commuaiittesgin. It is
possible that the finding that more men than women sent money to Kenya was related to
the gendered expectation of men as providers. As such, more men may have felt obliged
to sent money to fulfill that role.

Women also maintained separatel distinct ties that men did not discuss.
Elderly women discussed the ties they maintained with their children that they left
behind. For many of them their goal was to bring their adult children to the United States
or make plans to hathem migratdo other countries. Thmothersdid notseem to
discriminate between male or female children. They talked intently about the plans they
have made so far and how closely they monitored such situations. Men discussed their
adult children and how they supportb@ém but women seemed more invested in these
ties. These discussions with women about their children reveal their commitment to their
families and their struggles to reunite with their childredshowed the difficult choices
they had to make. While toautsider it may seem that these women put their economic
interests before their families, the discussions showed that the two are very closely tied

and difficult to separate.

7.6 Social organization of men and women

Men and women discussed group atitg especially organized activitisach as
fundraising to assist with funerals, immigration issues, Isaloyvers, weddings and
church events. The funeral associations were headed by men and the majority of people
who attended the association meetingsevadso men. All the association meetings and

other events organized by the association that | attended or were discussed by the
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participants were managed by men; this was further evidenced by the fact that there was
no function where the emcee was a woman

Most of the fundraising events were conducted in a similar format to Kenya
whereby the emcee calls out individuals by relation to the person for whom the function
is organized, the person or persons come forward andtgeie donation which is then
announced to the entire group. After each donation is annoutieedgroup cheers by
clapping andsoicing encouraging remarks to the individual or individuals. For example,
at a fundraising to meet funeral expenses, the emcee starts by calling upon family
members to line up to give their donations, followed by the extended family, then
neighbors, then friends and everyone else. Men tended to be at the start of the lines and
women usually stayed back and gave lesser amounts of money. While it seemed that
women gave less money, women were also charged with bringing food and assisting to
feed the crowds which sometimes were quite large. In this way, probably women would
be considered as contributisgmilar tomen but in different forms. On several occasions
women sent their donations via male proxies.

Women organized socialvents such church meetings, weddings and baby
showers. Baby showers were the only event dominated by women even in terms of
leadership. Weddings attracted a greater mix of women compadi@tetals. There was
one AnAwonnheynd group whose mehabas evisendedhy theirgr e at
talk about their activities. As Atieno amply summarized it, when asked what motivated
her and her friends to form a womenly group, she said

fwehatMaéndel eo yiaKenawhywahee dh America. Women

always had their own things and worked in their own groups. For example, the

baby shower | was telling you abouté do
buy for a baby? And after the babybigrn and the life of America, the mother
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will need someone to help heur group helps women in such ways and we are

happy because today is me tomorrow is you. The spirit of women need to stay

together even in America. [settles down comfortably] You kAomerica is very

different forwomen;it can build or destroy women. So this group helps women to

maintain the culture and maintain respect for their families and our culture. The

work of culture is for women, it is women who make or destroy a home. If a

woman loses her way then the whole family is lost so it is women who make the

family. We talk about these things in the group and we tell each other, so if

someone is not in these groups then chances are that they might not learn these

things.

The responss from women showed that they considered women groups just as
important in United States as they were in Kenya. They acknowledged that there were
challenges in America and rather than face them alone, the group served as a social
support for women. Cherorexplained the importance of being in a group when she said,

Ai f you or your child or someone in your f
someone in your family dies what will you do? You must be with people, you have to
participate and joimt her people so they will also com
staying with fAother peopled was seen as so
to that is that such grouping tends to segregate the women within their own networks and
theydo not hae ample opportunities to socialize with other groups. However, none of

the women mentioned this as a concern.

As Akinyi explained, the social groups came together for purposes of helping
each other during times of need. She said

We h av e-god o e findngial assistance groups, grogosh asCha Kwetu

[Swahili for our own] and the other one is caldakoko[Luhya for women]

which is a group for women only. It is a special group for Luhya women to
address womends issues @aadpheblpemach ot
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The findings on womendés social organiza
women have a long history of social organizing in mutual ofredff groups and have
used these groups as stepping stones to economic and political advanceméndlifidp
shows that women immigrants from Kenya extended their practice of social organizing
across borders. Womendés coll ective organiz
reflects the long history of female sense of solidatiigthas also been Walocumented
(Mbote and Wambui, 1993; Nasimiyu, 1993; Nzomo, 1993; Stamp, 1991; Wipper,
1975)* Women have organized in groups variously referred towasthyaamong the
Kamba,ngwatioamong Kikuyurisangaamong Gusii andagafor Luo (Nzomo, 1993).
Thee women groups are formed to achieve largely social and economic objectives of the
women. The nat wopermtioodnd mobilmaiondhsougb mutual aid groups
was based on friendship, kinship, networks and common need. Women were able to
draw auhority from collective action also exercised political power to varying degrees.

The womendés groups were mainly engaged
and also provided an outlet for women to share their conddtomentalked about how
they got togther to help each other with child care. Child care costs are very high and
since many women were in low income jobs, they had to rely on their friends or share
babysi tters to offset the high costs. The wo
especidy when the baby is born before the mother makes definite-biryg
arrangements. Women with children make arrangements among themselves to pick up or

drop off their children at the baksjtters on various days and times thus allowing them to

“"Wipper (1975) explains that the origins of Kenyan women groups is attributed to the post world war Il
period when colonial Eur@an women began to organize women from the Kikuyu ethnic group into
groups to teach them home economics skills like cooking, sewing and knitting. After independence these
groups continued and were-eaergized by the spirit dfarambee
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free somalays for other activities. Also noted was that the women mentioned that they
preferred and mostly used babifters who were Kenyan.

While men also agreed that associations were important, they focused more on the
role of associations in assisting witmfiraising to transport the dead back to Kenya.
There was no explicit discussion a cultural association to promote or maintain cultural
values and attachments, but some of the practices within the different groups suggest
cultural attachments. The practickreturning the dead back to Kenya for burial and the
preference for their final resting place to be in their homeland is indicative of the cultural
attachment. At the same time both men and women engaged in discussions that brought
to the fore culturallyefined gender relations and how they transcend spatial borders.
Onyango who is in his late thirties and has been in the United States for the last nine
years described how he was always being called upon by his family to fulfill cultural
responsibilitiesHe said

Onyango: Then my father also calls me to discuss some family issues. He has to

call me because | am the eldest. Yep! | am the eldest son and you know what that
means. So if he wants to do something he has to consult me and then | have to say
fiyes we can do thato and then he asks me
Researcher: So the responsibility of being the eldest does not change even if you
leave Kenya?

Onyango: No, no, no in fact it kinda increases. | am still the overall boss, now my
mother has to consult me to ok things to happen. She even asks me where | would
wantt o see my younger brotherds house bui
the eldest, now | also have the financial power, so | am more involved.

Researcher: What if yowere a woman, would it be the same?

Onyango: | think my father would treat me the same if | were a woman. Well, he

may not treat me almost the same but he is not very traditional, | mean, he is
traditional but not very traditional. | mean he follows sdrnaditions. Of course

there will always be differences in how you treat men and women but my father

has a few elements about that but he is not very traditional.
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From this discussion Onyango said that had he been a woman, his father would
havetreatd him the same. & he goes ahead to say that there are always differences in
how men and women are treatétiesecomments revealetthat men experienced
ambiguity about gender relations as they shifted betgeader expectations Kenya
and the United StaseMenexperienced a conflict between understanding and
acknowledging women as equals part of their immigration experiencasd their
cultural awareness of the place of wonmesintained through the ties with Kenyst the
end of the discussion the resises from men were stillnotcleekn | i ke men, wo me
task of maintaining their cultural values seemeldawemore continuity with their

immigration experiences.

7.7 Discussions of eventual return

For most of the participants the idea of an evanteturn was always at the back
of their minds. While a direct relationship between traveling back to Kenya and eventual
return cannot be made based on this study, there were more men who reported having

actualplans to return to Kenya than womas showrin the Table 7.2

Table 7.2Menb6 and womerd plans to return to Kenya (N=38)

Plan to Return | Women Men TOTAL
to Kenya N (%) N (%) N (%)
Yes 10 (56%) 13 (65%) 23 (61%)
No 2 (11%) 1 (5%) 3 (8%)
Not sure 1 (6%) 1 (5%) 2 (5%)
No mention 5 (28%) 5 (25%) 10 (26%)
TOTAL 18 20 38
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Sixty-five percent of the men discussed having plans to return to Kenya compared
to 56% of womenMore women said they did not have plans of returning to Kenya, 11%
women visaVvis 5% d men. Men said they had travelled backenya more frequently
than women. Twenty percent of men reported having travelled to Kenya at least three
times in the last five years compared to six percent of women. It could be possible that
the travel is impeted greatly by income levels because men reported higher incomes than
women.

The finding of more men reporting plans to return to Kenya was also supported by
the number of men who reported making investments in Kenya, 70% compared to 44%
of women. Men eemed more horrified than women about growing old in the United
States and eventually going into nursing homes and having nobody to take care of you.
Using vivid imageriesthe men compared the treatment of the elderly in Kenya and the
United States. Accding to them, the elderly in Kenya are treated with much more
dignity and that is what they wouldsh for themselves.

These discussions by mostly men were probably because women work in the
service sector and are involved in the direct care of the gierhen are less
apprehensive about nursing homes. Women are thdalaes and probably have a better
understanding of how the nursing homes operate compared to men. It is also possible that
since women seemed to have stronger ties with each titegare less fearful of being
alone. Women feel confident about their ties and know that there will be people for them.

Men talked about the comfort of living in Kenya without all the restrictions. They
expressed how when they went back to Kenya, they ertvé&dnhale counterparts. As

Saitoti put it
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When | was there, men, | felt jealous. People | went to school with have a life,

they hand out in the evening, on the we
beef] joints and spend time with their friends. | $&ll there was no day | was
back home before one o6clock in the wee

eehhh [sounds of amazement]. Try doing that here [grunts] your wife will send
you to jail in a minute. Women here rule, they dictate who you talkhat you
say, pick up the children, drop them, come home, go to work, [makes sounds to
indi cate annoyance]. Women make the rul
That s why | wi || go back to Kenya.
Similar feelings were expressed by other men regaittimgthey felt that the
United States favored women and they preferred Kenya. The findings reflect that as more
men travelled back to Kenyhere were able to cennect with life in Kenyandbetter
able to assess their life chandethey returnedTheyconsidered Kenya asore
advantageous to memd thought there were mameasculine privileges available to them
thanin the United States. Women expressed a desire to return to Kenya but since they did

not travel as much as men, they may have viewedriteim more as an illusion.

Therefore, they did not make concrete plamgeturn

7.8 Relations between immigrant men and women

Both men and women discussed in detail the challenges they face as immigrants;
on several of the issues their perspestitended to concur. Both agreed on the need to
mobilize resources and assist the people in Kenya and they expressed the importance of
maintaining ties with people in Kenya. There were no major discrepancies in the types
and frequency ohterpersonatiesmen and women maintained as discussed in previous
section.

Women and men also discussed the impact of immigrating to the United States

and how it affected relations between them. On several occasions men and women
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focused their discussions about how th@/eto the United States tended to increase

mar it al conflicts. Men felt that the Unite
women; they blamed women and immigration for their marital problems. As Saitoti put

it:

| come from a polygamous familypy know how our parents were, they had
many wives and even more children. They were very lucky, [laughs] yes they
could marry all they wanted. Nowadays, if you try that the women will kill you,
the stress will kill you. If you try it here in US, it is evenrse. Women in US are
very crazy, something happens when they come here, their heads just go twick!
[snaps fingers] And they lose it. | see people who were living together nicely in
Kenya, they come here they divorce, | ask why? This is the place \ilegre t
should be happy, they were together when they were suffering in Kenya, they
come here they get some little money and the problems begin, before you know it
everybody has packed their bags and gone. Let me get back, | will tell you all
about women aftehe interview

However, Akinyi does not agree with that perspective and she stated that

The divorce rate is not high in Kenya like here isUWNhen the women from

Kenya come here in US they tend to behave the samemen who have been

born here. Thidrings problems in their marriages because their husbands do not
understand and so they end up divorcing. | think it is because it is very hard to get
a divorce in Kenya that is why women do
fingers] so if someone anys you divorce them. In Kenya, you have to think

twice or more than twice. What will my mother say? What will my neighbors

think? Who will | be going to the market with? Or church? Even how will | do it?
There are no people to advise women how to getrdévin Kenya. Here you can

ask anyone or go to the courts and get help easily. So Kenyan women can also do
that, information is power and when women get the information they have power
to divorce.

Mends views were that Unidresdcial®peanesss pr o
and economic opportunities, which gave women autonomy. While they considered this as

positive they felt that women tended to abuse their new found autonomy and were

vengeful. Women did not feel that way and explained that they triddhtance the new
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freedomandtheir ami | y6s interests. As Mwende expl a
relations here in the United States and back in Kenya, she said that

| am not sure [pause] but here in America women have more rights than in Kenya.

In Kenya you cannot take your husband to court or call the police when you fight

with your husband, so it is different here. But sometimes, even if it is different,

you dondt ‘avingas athewomdn amotgiveltheir husbands

problems all the timeral then call the police. Even if you have problems with

your husband it is only the two of you who can solve them especially if you have

children. So even if we think there is more freedom here in America, still

someone has to use their brains.

These dehtes between men and women were evident on several occasions with
men arguing that they have lesser say and that United States favored women more.
However, this is not to say that men did not acknowledge some positive aspects of
liberated women. One manisa , it herelbecakse | have an opportunity to spend
time with my children, something | may not have doneinKenfan ot her man sai
appreciate my wife more. | did not know she was so sr8aetwent to college, worked
and took care of the kid¥hat was something hel ped but €é06 At the
also said there were things they missed. i
without the men. Here | spend all my time with my children and husband. | miss home,
when | could leave the cliten with someone and my husband is out with his friends and
|l had time to myself and my friends. o0

The women also recognized the burden of employment and taking care of
children as Mwende said, Alf someone asked
at the opportunity. Someone to work and I sit home with the children, which will be

heaverfor me | am tired of working and taking care of the children at the same time. In

Kenya you can hire a maidflere it is only you and your husban&or many of the
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women in this group working hard to sustain their families was not new to them and they
expressed an understanding of their situation. The notable aspect is that women felt
overwhelmed by their employment and household responsibiltiasy household
regonsibilitiesin Kenyaareconducted by multiple caregivers including grandparents,
aunts, sisters, #aws and other extended family membdiise absence of thisee or
cheapcommunal support was noticeable for women.

These sentiments reveal that whilemen enjoy increased opportunitidsere
are also constraints and costs. And as shown by the discussions by both men and women,
these constraints are also gendeYédmen enjoyed some sense of liberalization because
they had employment and income butythéso expressed that they needed men more to
help withhousehold responsibilitiesd family financesThey felt that they needed a
second source of income because the cost of living was very high and if they have to
meet demands of the people back hovibile they had freedom, thegissa&l some
aspects of their freedom, their personal spas®cialize with their friends without their

husband®r partners constant company.

7.9 The mmigration experiences of men and women

While both men and women talkatbiout howmuch they missed Kenya, it was
not clear whether either group expressed more nostalgia for Kenya. Men and women
acknowledged the struggles in Kenya and in the United States. They all seemed to agree
that their ideal would be a mix of both plactsy were also quick to acknowledge that
was a fantasy. Both men and women were equally aware of the benefits and challenges of

maintaining ties with Kenya. In most instances they discussed the financial stress of
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supporting people back in Kenya, whilgifrg to maintain their own lives here in the
United States. They both complained about how unaware people in Kenya are of the
stressful nature of I|ife in the United Sta
knew how hard | ife wasy, hBtkhey fifpoksent t
it on other thingso or Awhenever you talk
Men and women expressed their frustrations with sending money back to Kenya
but they also that stated that they understood how handdgan Kenya. Theyoiced
deep concern for the tough economic conditiand poor quality of life back in Kenya
ridden with dack of basic amenitieé\s they drew the comparisons they recognized that
is why they were always willing to assist those thdyldehind. It was mostly women
who discussed how their ties to Kenya affected their decisions in the United States.
Awour recalls one such incident
| had an iron box [iron], but it was small and was hard to use, so | thought that |
should geta biggeroend f anci er one that was being
picked it up and as | was going to the chedk | thought about the people back
in Kenya, they use charcoal iron boxes. | had used charcoal iron boxes and ironed
clothes. The clothes wereirongdi di dndét matter how fancy
so | returned the iron box. | still have the old iron box and it still works.
The women and men felt that their immigration experiences have made them
better people and contributed to their growth. There avscussion about spirituality and
while | had expected the women to be mapen about thegpirituaity than menl was
surprised that men discussed the role of the supernatural in their immigration experiences
just as much as the women. As Kamau nosrad
[deep sigh] M God, | can only say that it made me grow up very fast. | have to
think very hard and make good decisions. | think it has made me a better person.

If I can survive here in States then | can survive anywhere. | know | can make it. |
think it has given me self confidence and ability to believe in myself and be
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innovative about situations. | thank God for many things, even if | suffer, | know
there are people back home, men, they are in bad shape. Just being here in
America isilllikemé&o,doédsven t hough | donot
remember my mot her uMueglnimeemdi NGoa&d iS®NgQg
good] we sang it in Sunday school. Sometimes when | sit down and | am thinking
things over, | hear the songin my head. Mehst f unny, but | than
Women expressed very similar sentiments explaining how the initial difficulties
and challenges had indeed helped their personal growth. Kasichana who had been an
important figure in Kenya said
When | came, | worked at a gaatstn pumping gas and | did not mind. | was
housed by some church nuns and that helped me save a lot of money. Every
month | sent money back to repay my loans because the banks had threatened to
repossess my house and property. Within two years | hdebffany loans and
straightened my finances, which were in mess by the time | left. If | had stayed in
Kenya, | would have perished. America humbled me in many ways and taught me
so many things about myself, my resilience, my persistence, my abilitiess thing
had not thought very hard about. | believe | am actually a better person and can

overcome more challenges. | think back and say if | survived those first days in
America, | can survive anywhere.

These views were expressed over and over again battuesg participants. They
attributed their success to Godos will and
immigration experienced.hey felt that they had the opportunity to make their lives
better and were also obligated to improve the lives of the pdupjdeft behind in
Kenya.

The analysis of men and women interviews and ties revealed the central role that
gender played in organizing their immigrant livééomen maintainednd acknowledged
receiving more assistance througitlbkin and nokin tiesunlike men who maintained
tiesmostlywith kin (family or relatives).The women discussed how th&ypportedther

women through women groups and that they considered their friendship ties just as
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important as their family tie§Vomen discussed their praigration experience and the

decisions they had to make to sustain their families. Their discussions showed how they
moved further away from their homes in their pursuit of household survival strategies.

Men on the hand discussed how they made a delibemndtstrategic decision to move to

the United States. The womends discussions
were embedded in the survival of their families. On the other hand, they also discussed

the challenges they faced especially with chilceacasponsibilities. Women continued to

assist their friends and family to travel to United States or migrate to other countries. Men
talked about their willingness to assist newly arrived immigrants. More men discussed

about their plans to retire and retuo Kenya than women.
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CHAPTER EIGHT
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

8.1 Discussion

Overall the findings demonstrated that the participants did not subscribe fully to a
linear form of assimilation as postulated by earlier assimilation thaoriagere they
focused only on ties with people in Kenya. Their responses showed that they adopted a
combination of both. As they settled and become more involved with life in the United
States, they continued to maintain or in some cases renew ties wpioible frontheir
places of originThe findings showed length of stay and educattere more important
than age and gender differences. However, gender analysis showed that men and women
experienced ties differently amti@sinfluenced their immigration experiencesdifferent
ways Participants played various roles simultaneously and their commitment to both
United States and Kenya was demonstrated through their participation in activities in
both locations. They were members of Kenyan organizations, Christianwdtres both
in Kenya and the United Stajedtended rallies in the United States and participated in
community and development issues in both locations.

Findings showed that the three most important factors for success in the United
States were: a) hang a college education to avoid being stuck in eedl jobs and
ensure a decent income; b) attaining legal residency in United States to enable one to
explore broader range of opportunities; andrepting ananaintainingdependable social
supportnetwaks. These three factors were discussed as the pillars to having a successful
immigration experience in the United States and assist their family and friends back in

Kenya.
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Participants discussed various d@eul |l 0o a
to the United States. The search for better opportunities was a major push factor given the
deteriorating economy in Kenya at the ti me
the participants affirm previous studi@sthur, 2000;Gordon 1998; Okane, 2002;
Takougang2003). The participants explained that for many people in difficult economic
conditions, the mention of United States conjures images of opulence and solutions to all
their problems. And as long as these views are maintaime@ wil always be a stream
of i mmigrants who move wiitah |toh e nh oUJne tfeodr Sft

The findings reported in this studyecompaable to thoseeported by
AfricaRecruit*® AfricaRecruit found that 60% of the Kenyans they surveypdrted
their reasons for leaving Kenya as career/professional, while less than ten percent left
based on family reasons. AfricaRecruit reported that less than ten percent of the Kenyans
surveyed mentioned educataipurposes as their reason for leavingnif@ This study
reported a higher number of participants wited search foeducational opportunities as
their reason for leaving Kenyahe difference in numbers may be due to the fact that, the
relative importance of education as a reason for leaveny& varies for different
destinations and AfricaRecrurtcluded participants from variouestinationdesideghe
United States.

The study showed that the search for educational opportunities was a major factor
for leaving Kenya and the finding is qagrted by reports from the Institute for

International Education (IIE). The 2002/2003 IIE report showed that there were 7,862

“8In December 2006n preparation for the Kenya Diaspora Investment Forum in London AfricaRecruit
conducted an online and offline survey of an estimated 1,327 Kenyans in the diaspora, approximately 18%
response rate. The respondents were from various countries includindABK Thailand, Swedetialy,

German, France, Denmark, Botswana, Australia and Belgium. The summary of findings can be accessed on
their websitenww.AfricaRecruit.com


http://www.africarecruit.com/
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Kenyan students who were attending American colleges and universities representing 25
percent increase in the previous two ye@ss was one of the highest growth rates for

any country in the world. Kenya ranked sixteenth as a source of international students on
American campuses. The number of Kenyan students was 2,000 more than the second
leading African country, Nigeria. Sincleen the numbers of Kenyan students enrolled in
United States have declithdn 2003/2004 the number dropped by six percent to 7,381

and in the most recent IIE 2005/06 report the number further declined to 6,559. The
decline has been experienced across tt@sbut Kenya still holds the leading position
among African countries. Generally, the high numbers of Kenyan students have been
attributed to the close ties that Kenya has enjoyed with United States (Kaba wAti@6)

other experts believe that the d¢mts have established a reputation as hard workers and
hence many more colleges are willing to grant them admissions.

The education levels for this group of participants were much higher than those
reported by Profiles of New Jersey (2006) for the aftiPaterson and the state of New
Jersey. While this group may not be representative of Kenyan immigrants in the United
States, the finding compares favorably with data reported in the U.S. by the Census
Bureau (2008) and other scholars including Takyi ). These data show that African
immigrants tend to have higher levels of education than other immigrant groups. Kusow
(2007) reports similar findings, stating that over the last three decades the numbers of
college graduates among Kenyan immigrants \B&fé in 1980, 53% in 1990 and 51%

in 2000. While notgnoring the selection effecf&apur, 2003)* the findings on

“9Kapur, (2003) points out that highewels of education among African immigrants could be attributed
to selection effects. The fact that immigrants are not drawn randomly from the population and that in most
cases it is those people who can afford the expenses associated with migratooctad. For example,
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education are still noteworthy. McKenzie and Rapoport (2007) also offer in depth
analysis of sefselection migration.

Interestingly, manyf the participants reported that they made it to the United
States through divine intervention and expressed strong beliefs in a supreme being. Even
though their discussions were not overtly religious their perspectives suggested that the
participants loked to a supreme being to take the risk of migrating. Possibly this was a
way of mitigating risks; they prepared themselves mentally for any challenges they might
face and were able to take the risks invdlweleaving their home. This combination of
thepractical situations of economic deterioration and the mentally preparedness provided
them with the impetus to migrate.

There was evimignmad i ofn 0l @alsaipmr ti ci pant s
importance of having existing contacts in United States befobarmg on the trip.

These contacts served as important sources of information on employment, assistance
with getting around, completing important initial paperwork and also providing a sense of
familiarity. The participants acknowledged that having exgstiontacts in the United

States saved them time and effort. They did not have to learn many of the things through
trial-anderror as earlier immigrants had. Those with existing contacts reported that they
received invaluable advice on college selecticth @ such were able to advance further

in school while taking courses that offer a competitive advantage in the job market. The
processes by which earlier immigrants assist new immigrants to settle in a new country
have also been observed among other imamniggroups and reported by other studies

including the earliest studies by the Chicago Sclegl.ParkandBurgess, 1921 and

while Mexican immigrants are on average less educated than U.S. nationals, they are on average more
educated than average person in Mexico (Chiquiar and Hanson (2002) as cited in Kapur (2003).
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more recently transnational stud{€ asmuck & Pessar, 199Arango, Hugo, Kouaouci,
MasseypPellggrino and Taylor1998; Meyer, 2001 Portes, 19951997)

Besides the availability of social networks, transnational studies have also focused
on the frequency of ties (Portes and Rumbaut, 1996; Menjivar, 2000). Participants
indicated that they maintained ties with people in Kenyztle frequency of maintaining
ties was not constant. They reported higher frequencies of ties soon after arrival in the
United States with the ties declining as they became more engaged irthéelnited
States. Aer having been in the United States some time, they renewed their ties with
Kenya and the frequency of ties increased again. As such, the frequency of ties when
plotted against length of stay in the United States took osslagged curve. It seemed
that the decline in frequency of tiemsduemoreto economic hardships rather than
social choice. From these findings it is possible to suggest that frequency of ties is related
to length of stay bus not necessarilg function ofonly the number of years in United
States. Fromthe partgia nt s 6  dit isbasedsnsore ompsrceptions of achievement
T thatishow ot her i mmigrants assess an individt
would be related tattaining college education, maintaining a professional job and
purchase of a hoe in the United Statek is also related to thieme needed to attain
legal residency allowing for travel between Kenya and the United States thus enabling
the renewal of ties.

The ties that participants maintained took various forms including comitict
families and friends through internet communication, phone calls, letters, video and
audioctape messages and money transfers. The most frequent form of ties was phone

calls, with the majority reporting that they made phone calls to Kenya at le@st &wi
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week. The next most common form of ties was remittgriobkswed by email. While
email communication was popular, participants mentioned that it was limited to ties with
people living in places in Kenya where electricity is available. Ties werebetthkin
and nonrkin with participants reporting that kin included their immediate and extended
family. Some of the neRinship ties were established when participants made visits to
Kenya. The ties werbi-directional with the participants sending remittas to Kenya
and the people in Kenya sending spices, tea, hair products, African clothes and art to
family and friends in the United States. Ties were used to convey information to potential
immigrants ranging from acquisition of visas, travel tips terfiy a place to stay upon
arrival in the United States. Upon arrival the new immigrants continue to maintain ties
with people in Kenya who are potential immigrants and they in turn assist them to come
to the United States.

Financial remittances were majirsent to immediate family and other relatives.
The main reasons participants gave for engaging in financial ties were meeting education
costs for siblings and relatives, general household upkeep and payment of hospital bills.
Seventynine percent of thparticipants sent money for educational expenses. The
findings reflect a slightly higher proportion of remittances allocated to education
compared with findings reported by studies of other groups of immigrants from Latin
America (de la Garza and Cortjr2004; Orozco, 2003a, Taylor, 1998} Probably
remittances to Kenya focus more on education to fill the gap in education expenditure

that the government is not fulfilling. All participants mentioned that they sent remittances

0 For example de la Garza and CortinaQ2) reported that remittances aim to satisfy a hierarchy of needs
such food and basic consumption (almost 70%) followed by health (8 %) and education (4 %). Collective
remittances were primarily spent on recreational or other purposes (62%). Thepest @scommunity
development projects (38%).
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for household maintenance. Baefindings coincide with ber research including
Sgrenseriyan Hearand Engberdg’ederseri202), who argue that a large percentage of
remittances are mainly used for family maintenance, housing improvement and
conspicuous consumption while a small petaga goes to productive activities. Unlike
the AfricaRecruit (2006) survey that reported over thintg percent of the Kenyans in
the diaspora remit over $300 a month to Kenya, the findings from this study did not
provide enough evidence to establishah®unt of financial remittance sent on a
monthly basis.

Participants reported that the amount and frequency of remittances fluctuated
throughout the year. Substantial amounts of remittances were usually sent at the
beginning of school year mostly for tiwih payment and other education related
expenses. Large financial remittances were sent in the event of iliness to meet hospital
bills or at the time one was making an investment. While establishing a regular monthly
amount was not possible, participargparted that the minimum amount remitted on a
monthly basis ranged between $100 and $200. The findings from this study compare
closelywith findings by Apraku (1991) who reported that on annual basis-engn
percent of the respondents in his studyitea between $1,500 and $3,000 and twenty
percent remitted between $3,000 to more than $10,000. The findings on fluctuating
remittances are consistemith those reported by Kabuccho, Sanded Mukwang2003)
showingthat moneysending agencies reporteajhest transactions during the months of
January, April, September and December.

Some participants engaged in investing in Kenya and the most common form of

investment was real estate. Many of those who had invested in Kenya planned on retiring
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to Kenyaand as such were creating a finanaiadl materiabase for their retirement.

Others invested with the expectation that the proceeds from their investments would be
ploughed into the households they support in Kenya and hence relieve them of the burden
ofsending remittances. The findings on part
to other findings reported by AfricaRecruit (2006). The survey reported that 56 percent of
Kenyans in the diaspora remitted money for investment or business purpossesy Sev
percent of the investment driven remittances were through personal savifaydears

through family and friends. These findings do not compare with studies from other

groups of immigrants. For example, in his testimony to the International Relation
Committee in July 2006, Manuel Orozco reports that nearly two in ten migrants invest in
their home country, and nearly three in ten build savings at home. Much of the
remittances are spent on family sustenance and community activities.

The role of remitances in the development of a country is a hotly debated subject.
Researchers disagree on whether remittances automatically contribute to national
developmentEven though the findings from this study showed that participants made
contributions to their@mmunities for various projects, it is not possible to conclbde
it translated tanationaldevelopment. These findings show that participants identified and
made efforts to ameliorate the living conditions of the people with whom they have ties.
In thar study of remitting behavior, de la Garza and Cortino (2004) point out, remittances
often do not reach the poorest of the poor, who may be less likely to have connections to
immigrant populations. They caution that remittances are beneficial for deveribpm

when development is defined as income. If more robust definitions of development are
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applied, those that include levels of education, health and income then the impact of
remittances on development is less evident.

Ties at the community levelweremai y wi t h partici pantsod6 o
village. The ties were mainly based on providing assistance ranging from building and
repair of school s, -estarppige projects, prgvisiancofbasicd s mi c r
medical supplies, contributions for buildingdpitals to caring of HIV/AIDS orphans.
Participants reported that most of these initiatives were undertaken on an individual basis.
In the few instances when pooled resources were involved, they were mainly from other
member s of t he pcgroupi This fimding is snbke finadvngs frerh dther
immigrant communities, especially in Latin America, where much of the community
based initiatives are conducted through home town associgbooscq 2003a).

Participants did not engage in pooling i@s@s as a community to assist another
community in Kenya. Most efforts were based on individual attempts. Few participants
mentioned that they had applied the conceptaosémbeeor the ideology otommunal

selthelp to pool resources to support commuaittivities on a larger scale. In response,
participants mentioned that such endeavors faced challenges especially to ethnic
groupings. Overcoming ethnic boundaries for participants to pool resources on a national
level was mentioned as the biggest cha&en

The participants mentioned that there were costs to maintaining ties. Participants
expressed frustration with how people in Kenya spent the money sent to them. They felt
that the people back in Kenya did not understand how difficult it was to mdkerezet
in the United States and still send some money back home. Furthermore, participants felt

that ties can strain interpersonal relati o
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especially remittances, disproportionately burden them and rnekeresponsible for
functions that rightfully belong to the Kenyan government. Other scholars have discussed
the issue, e.g. Okome (2002) who explains how family, friends and relatives, while
providing network support, can also be a source of never enlligations and much
stress. Such demands can work against migr
also make accumulating capital for return or investing back home very difficult.
Besideghe strain on finances and ties with people in Keny#alnelations of
host immigrants and new immigrants were sometimes problematic. The relationship
between the host immigrants and new immigrants was not always based on kindness and
generosity and there were reported instances of exploitation. The hagtamis did not
provide for the new immigrants selflessly. They had expectations of reciprocity once the
immigrant settles and the repayments were not necessarily monetary. Participants also
discussed how relations among immigrants from Kenya sour apeaneated by
jealousy and competition.
Upon reviewing men and women immigration experiences it was evident that
gender played a role in their pngigration histories and how it affected their ties with
Kenya. Women reported that the economic conditior&eimya pushed them to start
moving away from their homes in search of sustenance for their families. Many women
spoke of starting small businessch aselling vegetables and handicrafts. They started
by moving short distances away from their homes bthi@sarkets got saturated they
moved further and further away until they reached the U.S. For many of these women

their arrival in the U.S. was not the first time they had left their homes and families. This
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finding is in line withthe profile ofcontempoary womenmigrants, that most women
migrate as dependents of male immigrants (ZBOG3).

The discussions with men and women showed that immigration is not necessarily
a product of the experiences at the point of resettlement rather it extendsrteethe
before and after migration. Wom@mxperiences brought clarity to this particular issue
because they were able to connect their migration process to their continuing search for a
better livelihood for their families. According to them, this was k that they always
did even before coming to America and will probably continue. For men, this was evident
through their levels of education which were higher than those of women and enabled to
get better paying jobs. Men had higher levels of educatioausecf pre-migration
advantage in Kenya where boysod eThiscati on i
finding is not surprising because similar trends in education are found in ReMast
of the womerhad a high school education, in line with soméhefcharacteristics
reported by the Fry (2006) that recent women migrants had at least high school or college
education.

In addition,theimmigration process always orgoing. This was demonstrated
by the women as they spoke of theirgming activiies even before coming to thenited
StatesThe discussionsi t h men reveal ed &2ngdiimigl ammagpad

albeit expressed differently. Men who have been in thitged Statesonger were keener

*1 The World Factbook reports that according to 2003 estimates, the percentage of women age 15 and over
who can read and write was 79.7% compared to men at
education lgels can be attributed to many factors including poverty levels, regional differences, social and

cultural beliefs. Among many communities in Kenya, girls spend more time assisting with household

chores, leaving them with very little time to study at homifes situation has been exacerbated by the

HIV/AIDS epidemic which forces many girls to leave school to care for their ailing parents or their siblings

if the mother dies. In case a family member falls sick, girls drop out of school to look after thelatick.

When families are faced with financial constraints thdlapt to educate the beghild compared to girls

because the girls will one day get married and go and benefit another household. However, even though

Kenya has low boy: girl ratio; it is seen as one of the better performing on the continent of Africa.
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to sponsorand assist newer immigrartten were womenMaybethis wasbecausenen
had he resourcesr perhaps theljarboreda desireto relive their earlier immigrant lives.
By teaching the ropes to newer immigrants, older immigrants secured their status
generating a sense of indetitess to tam.It also provided them the opportunity to show
others and themselves how far they had cdrhes way they reenergized their earlier
immigrant experiences and also had an opportunity to do things differently. The
incorporation of recently arriveichmigrantswith recent memories and knowledge of
what was happening in Kenya, a fAKenyan cor
explanation for why even thoughe groupgenerallyshowsextendederiods of stay in
the United Statethey still portray avery Kenyanorientation.

While men relied mostly on family ties, women relied on both family and
friendship ties. More women reported that they had received assistance from friends to
come to the U.S. and they too were making plans to assist their frieris way, the
womenportrayed their group ties as transcending the family ties and yet when they
discussed them, these ties were not in competition with their family ties. They actually
used their friendship ties to advance and support their familywdheerd groups took
care of their membersd family problems e. g
arrange for baby showers and set up meetings to support each other in times of need. The
women revealed the existence of strong women tiesthatot in competition with their
family ties.It is possible that women maintained strong ties with other women because of
the stronghistory and success of women groups in y&iNasimiyy 1993; Nzomo,

1993 Wipper, 197%. The discussions bihe womenindicateda unique characteristic
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that they had transported thesseong social netwoskof women organizinffom Kenya
to the Uhited States

Men discussed the challenges they faced based on the gender expectations
especially as heads of households. Thesevadten required to make certain decisions
whichinvolved their families back in Kenya while they were here in the Th8.men
talked about their conflicted perspectives whetina¢s therequiredresponsibilities were
in conflict with their lifestyleshere in the U.S. for example, having to attend to specific
marriage or death ritual$herefore, while the factors that affect immigration experience

affected men and women, they experienced them in distinctly different ways.

8.2Conclusions

The findingss howed that there is a r elchdsi onshi
phone calls, internet, remittances and their daily lives in the United Statbee. same
time, it was clear that thealso maintained ties within the immigrant community in
Patersorand these ties were considered very imporieme. ties with Kenya provided
them withthoughts and feelingbatcushiored themfrom the various stresses of being in
a new country and from rear perceived discrimination. They alsmintained ties with
people in Kenya for continuation of social support asch way tanaintain their identity
in a new environment he ties within the immigrant community also assisted with their
immigrant lives and played a major role in times of need. These ties alsocethegieto
straddle a AKenyano and AAmericano |ifesty
the transnational ties with people in Kenya. For example, definition of a successful

immigrant experience included an aspect of assisting people left beéfild.those ties
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were with the people in Kenya, they were evaluated by the other immigrants here in the
United States, in other words, the local ties served to validate the transnational ties with
people in Kenya.

Even though there was no noticeable etlsettlement or ethnic enclave in
Paterson such as thatinoand Arabs have, the participants showed that they were
familiar with each other to a great extent. Unlike the visible ethnic enclave discussed in
earlier immigration studies, the Kenyan set@tin Paterson was scattered among
diverse multiethnic communitieslowever, while th&enyan settlement in Paterson
seemed more open addfuse upon close examination it was a very close knit
community.The participants demonstrated that they made elelib efforts to create this
kind of settlement. They knetlieir fellow Kenyan immigrantgairly well and seemed to
share information constantlyhey knew the street names or could describe where
Kenyans lived and where they had met with them at oneathanfunction. They
seemed familiar with each other andre knowledgeable abotlteir backgroundms
terms of their ethnic groups, educatblevels, where they workeahdlived. In other
words, it functioned as an ethnic enclavighout thevisible physicalor spatial
characteristicef an ethnic enclavd he Kenyan immigrants connected with each other
through common cultural and social activities anthout necessarilyiving in close
physical proximityor conducting business in a homogenous community

It was noted that most of the participalm&ed their reasons for coming to
United States to family members already in the United States. They discussed in detail

the role family ties played in their decisions to migrate to the United States. Mery fe

entered the U.S. based on a Afamily reuni

f
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of Homeland Security. For most of the participafamily members included kin
extending beyond the nuclear family. Their obligations to maintain ties with thespaopl
Kenya also transcended their immediate family members. These family tiesitedees
very powerful tiesespecially among womend were presented as playing a central role
in decisions about the migration process.

While length of stay and educatidifferences were certainly considered more
noteworthywhencompared to age and gender differences, gender analysis revealed that
these differences are experiencedistinctways by men and women. More men had
been in the U.S. longer than women butlengtof st ay af fected women
quality of life in the U.S. in different ways. Women had lower levels of education and
earned less income than merich affected their immigration experiences. The
discussions with women revealed that the immigragiquerience is not a produgmply
of the point of resettlement; it extends to the time before and after resettlement and
includes opportunities that existed prior to migration that are responsible for certain
advantages at the point of resettlement. UWntikher studieghe majority of women in
this study migrated with assistance mostly from their women friends and did not migrate
as dependestf male partnersr spouses.

For this group of immigrants, migration is a neeeding procesbut men and
womenexperienced it in different ways. Women contintiegirimmigration through
caring for their familiegspecially in makinglans to bring thie children to the United
Statesor assist them to migrate to other places. Men relived their immigration
experierwes through newly arrived immigrants. More men talked about their connections

with recently arrived immigrants and they expressed their keenness to assist these new to
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settle and avoid the pitfalls or mistakes they had experienced. In this way they relived

their earlier immigrant experiencesthout ther initial pitfalls. They also engage in

assisting new immigrants to come to US because newer immigrants are more in touch
with Kenya, they have mor-energiz€cthey enyarsesso . | n
and also relived their earlier immigrant experiences, this process ensures that there is
awaysanenduri ng AKenya coreo such that even t

of stay in U.S. they still portray an entr

8.3 Suggestiondor Future research

This study has raised questions about the Kenyan immigrants in the United States.
One of the main aread interests in genderrelatiors, the findings from this study
highlighted the centrality ajenderas anorganizing principal irthe structuringof
migration processesOne possible area of research would be to examidepththe
gendered ways in which men and women forge andtaiaisocial network&ndhow
gender workgo reproducesustailmnd/ or tr ansf orem Bindebathr fAet hn
men and women were engaged in remitting money for household maintenance and other
activities in Kenya, it would be interesting to find out whether providing for financial
needs el evated womends st at usthspartiddlarny a eve
study, it was not possible to explore thes
translated to more decisignaking power for women.

Secondly, the findings of this study showed that frequency of ties plotted against
length of time had a Wshaped curve. This study was conducted at a point in time and

therefore it would be interesting to find out obaditudinal study woulgrovide similar
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findings. Such a study wouldlow further investigation oivhether frequency of ties
agains length of stay reveaks truly U-Shaped curve or it may be waves showing ebbs
and flows

Thirdly, thisstudy wasexploratory in nature and it would be of interest to
establish the numbers of Kenyans in the various states. There were arguments among
paricipants about where most immigrants from Kenya satittan exploration on the
extent to which social networks play in the settlement patterns would provide more
insight into the issueEyeball estimatesuggesthat the majority settle in the
Washingta D.C. area. There were others who challenged those perceptions and posed
that the highest number are in Texas, New Jersey, or Massachusettsver,it would
be of interest to find out whether these settlements form visible ethnic enclaves or they
takeon other settlement variations.

Fourthly, hie conclusions from the study show that ethnic divisions still influence
models of organizing especially with regard to development initiafives findings
showed that many activities were organized along etimes. As such,raarea of
research interest would e find out if such trends exist among second and subsequent
generation of immigrants. Other studies that would be of interest in this area would be a
comparison obther models of organizing estaltish whether they have had more
success. In other words, to find out whether pooled resources translate to greater impact
on the community development as opposed to individual based remittances. There are
other emerging alternatives to organizing thatudel nongovernmental organizations
and alumni associations which may cross ethnic lines andnhareediverse

memberships.
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The findings from this study revealed that participants made enormous
contributions to activities in Kenya and the United Statélseahdividual and collective
levels and are an integral part of the lives of people in both locations. Maintaining ties
means more than simply the act of making a phone call or sending money or goods.
While participants maintained ties so as to providarfaial assistance, the findings
showed that ties took on various meanings including status, identity, maintenance
positions within society, and influenc&s such Kenyan immigrants living in the United

States maintained their sense of home while livingniother country.
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APPENDIX A: INTERVIEW GUIDE

My name is Maria Mwikali Kioko and | am a student at Rutgers University. | am doing
research on the experiences of first generation immigrants from Kenya specifically why
and how they maintain tiegith Kenya.l would like to get your consent to interview you
on your experiences as a first generation immigrant. Before | conduct the interview |
would like to let you know that there are no financial gains from this interview and also
they are no foreseeable riskssociated with this interview. Whatever you tell me or
discuss with me will be treated as confidential and yoarenar any other identifier will

not be used or revealed at any point. The findings will be reported on an aggregated level
and the informatio will be treated as part of a larger group. | have a copy of the consent
form would you like to sign it? | will also tape the interview for purposes of recording
because | may not be able to write as fast as we talk. | would also like you to know that

your participation is absolutely voluntary.

Date and time of interview: Place of interview:

R e s e a r bshneationss suomoundings

Demographic Information

| am going to ask you a few questiat®out yoursel|fthe information will be used to
descibe the people I interviewed and will have no identifiable datg.dfu  evanntd® t
answer or are unable &amsweryou canlet me know.

Gender:
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Age:ln terms of age, how old are you? You do
you do not wish to, yocan give me an age range

Education: What is the highest level of education that you have attained?

Employment: What do you do to earn a living? Include all the jobs you have had had

within the last six months?

Income: How much money do you makeonamamal basi s? You donot
the specific figure | will read out ranges and you can tell me which group you fall into

Marital status: Are you married? If you are married did you wed by customary law or

you have a marriage certificate

Tribe: Which ethnic group do you identify with?

Religion: What is your religion?

When did you come to United States?

Where was the first place you lived in when you came to the United States?

Migration history

Describe your typical day in Kenya before you came tdJhieed States
Why did you decide to come to the United States?

Why did you choose United States? Did you have other options?

Why or how did you come to live here? Are you still in same state, city?
If you did not come to Paterson first, how long have jd here?

Who did you live with when you first came? How did you know them?

What was your life like when you arrived in United States?
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Connections and immigration experience

Do you feel connected to Kenya? How?

Describe the connections to Kenya?

(Then based otheresposefollow up questiondor each type of ties).

Do you write or correspond with people in Kenya? Who do you correspond with?
What forms of correspondence do you engage in to stay connected to Kenya? How often?
Do you send money to Kea9 If so to whom?

Do you send money to other people other than your immediate family?

How do you send the money?

For what purposes do you send money; for what activities?

How often do you send the funds?

How do you feel about people maintaining ties viddnya?

Do you feel that they there benefits to maintaining ties to Kenya?

What are the disadvantages/challenges to maintaining ties?

What is the frequency of the ties you maintain with Kenya?

In general would you say your ties with Kenya have increasddaeased with your
stay in United States?

Do you feel that the ties with Kenya affect your life here in the US?

Describe your best experiences of maintaining connections with Kenya?
Explain your worst experiences of maintaining connections with Kenya?

In future, do you think you will maintain the ties with Kenya?

Which Kenyan holidays do you celebrate?

Do you participate in Kenyan activities here in US? If so which ones?



How would you describe your relations with White Americans?
How would you describgour relations with African Americans?
How would you describe your relations with other immigrant groups?

Do you participate in activities or functions by these groups?

Other comments:
Follow upor clarification commerst
Any other comments that come uprthg interviews:

Request for contact for followp or clarification.

272



APPENDIX B: PARTICIPANTS

273

Yr of
entry | Gen Ethnic Initial town

Pseudonym | U.S. |der | Age group Education Marital of residence
living with

Sanaipei 1999 | F 3540 | Kamba Primary someone Paterson

Cherono 1999 | F 5560 | Kamba Secondary widowed Atlanta
married-

Atieno 1998| F 3540 | Luhya Secondary customary Paterson

Mwende 1997 | F 30-35 | Kikuyu Secondary married- legal | Paterson

Mwajuma 1994 | F 2530 | Kikuyu Secondary single Florida

Moraa 1996| F 3540 | Kamba Secondary single Paterson
married-

Awour 1994 | F 4550 | Kamba Secondary customary Summit

Mueni 1987 | F 42 | Kamba Secondary married- legal | New York

Karimi 1989 | F 39 | Kamba Secondary married- legal | Paterson

Fauzia 1996 | F 29 | Kikuyu some college | single Kansas

Kasichana 1996 | F 54 | Kamba some college | separated Union

Njeri 1998| F 30-35 | Luo Bachelors single Jersey City

Nafula 1998 | F 27 | Kalenjin Bachelors single Irvington
living with

Achieng 1993| F 39| Kisii Bachelors someone Jamestown

Khadija 1995| F 2530 | Luo Graduate married- legal | Paterson

Wanijiku 1994 | F 3540 | Luo Graduate married- legal | Paterson

Akinyi 1999 F 38 | Kamba Graduate single Paterson

Mukami 1991| F 47 | Kamba Graduate single New York

Saitoti 1982 | M 4045 | Kamba Secondary married- legal | Paterson
married-

Koinange 1997 | M 4045 | Kamba Secondary customary Pakrson
married-

Mumia 1996 | M 60 | Luhya Secondary customary Paterson

Chumba 1985| M 41 | Kikuyu Secondary single Paterson
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Yr of

entry | Gen Ethnic Initial town
Pseudonym | U.S. |der | Age group Education Marital of residence
Barasa 1995| M 39 | Kamba Secondary married- legal | Paterson
Kamau 1998 | M 29| Luo Bachelors single New York
Kariuki 1990| M 3540 | Kikuyu Bachelors married- legal | Philadelphia
Ochieng 1985| M 4550 | Kamba Bachelors married- legal | Elizabeth
Kipkirui 2000 M 2530 | Kisii Bachelors single Paterson

New

Wafula 1998 | M 2530 | Kikuyu Bachelors single Brunswick
Musa 1993 | M 4045 | Luo Bachelors separated Paterson
Kyalo 1985| M 43 | Kikuyu Bachelors married- legal | Paterson
Ochieng 1986| M 43 | Kamba Bachelors married- legal | Paterson
Mutua 1990| M 4045 | Kikuyu Graduate separated Paterson
Onyango 1996 | M 3540 | Kikuyu Graduate mariied - legal | Paterson
Mutuku 1985| M 5055 | Taita Graduate married- legal | Jersey City
Nyamweya 1996 | M 5560 | Kikuyu Graduate single Elizabeth
Ali 1998 | M 28| Luo Graduate single Paterson
Otieno 1992| M 42 | Kikuyu Graduate married- legal | Maryland
Musembi 1990| M 40 | Kikuyu Graduate married- legal | Paterson
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APPENDIX C: MAP OF KENYA AND ITS PROVINCES

KENYA :
Political Map i
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O Province Capital o 50 100 Kilometers
d Other Cities Copyright ® 2007 Compare Infobase Limited
Map of Kenya accessed October 14, 2008 from
http://www.mapsofworld.com/kenya/kenymlitical-map.html
Country: Kenya
Capital city: Nairobi
Major towns: Mombasa, Nakuru, Eldoret and Kisumu
Estimated population:
Religions: 90% Christian and 10% Muslim found mostly along the coast of
Indian Ocearand traditional religions
Currency: Kenya shillings, the exchange rate fluctuates between Ke80 70
for U.S.1$
Ethnic composition: 42 major tribes/ethnic groups with various smallergudups
Languages: English and Swabhili are official languages and local dialects.

Population: 37.2 million; 51% women,


http://www.mapsofworld.com/kenya/kenya-political-map.html
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APPENDIX D: BACKGROUND TO KENYA

Kenya is a former Britis colony and gained its independence on 12 December
1963. The first president was Mzee Jomo Kenyatta. The second president Daniel Arap
Moi came into power in 1978 after the death of the first president. From the time of
independence through the death @&f tinst president, and part of the second presidency,
Kenya was under single party rule, Kenya African National Union (K.A.N.U). In August
1982 there was an attempted coup by a section of the Kenya Air Force Unit. Even though
there was some political frdem before the coup, after the coup there were noticeable
changes in levels of political repression. Following the restoration of the government,
critics of the government were harassed and intimidated through arrests, interrogations
and detentions withoutial. By the mid1980s, the regime had curtailed the freedoms of
expressions and association. The constitution was amended to make Kenya a de jure one
party state. The ruling party K.A.N.U. expressed intolerance for critics of party policies
by suspendig members indiscriminately. A culture of fear and silence settled in the
country. As the repression increased, so did dissent for the government. The donor
community pressured the government for democracy paving the way forpanditi
politics. In Decembel1991 President Moi finally gave in to the pressure and repealed the
section of the constitution on singparty state and introduced muytiarty politics. The
changes included legalization of many political parties, facilitation of free and fair
electiors and reviewing of the constitution.

After introduction of multiparty politics, various opposition parties mushroomed
and this resulted in intense leadership and power struggles among the opposition parties.

The parties became fragmented largely on thsgshat ethnicity and this deepened their
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exploitation by the government. When the first mphirty elections were held in
December 1992, President Moi returned to power on a K.A.N.U. party ticket amidst
allegations of electoral irregularities. K.A.N.U. wthe general elections again in 1997
despite the governmentds history of rampan
improving the lives of citizens. It was not until the 2002 elections when opposition
parties formed an alliance and fielded a single sptjpm candidate that Moi and
K.A.N.U. were removed from power. K.A.N.U. had been in power for almost four
decades. The third president Mwai Kibaki came to power in 2002 with promises of
fighting corruption and revitalizing the economy.

The education systein Kenya follows the 8:4:4 pattern adopted in 1985 during
Moi 6s regi me. 't represents eight years of
years of secondary school (high school) and four years of college. This system was
supposed to foster a shifom a focus on whiteollar employment to more practical and
applicable education. The system has come under a lot of criticism with some people
calling for its abolition. The old education system of 7:4:2:3; represented seven years of
primary (elementar) , 4 years of ordinary secondary ¢
level (equivalent of high school in U.S.) and 2 years of advanced high school commonly
referred to as AAO0 | evel (equivalent of pr
of college education. The general perception of the older generation is that the old
education system was more rigorous compared to the new 8:4:4 which has an additional
year of primary education and college and eliminated the two years of advanced

secondary school
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Kenyahasa very diverse population made upnabre than 42 major tribes or
ethnic groupsThe larger ethnic groups include the Kikuyu who make up 22% of the total
population,Luhya 14%, Luo 13%, Kalenjin 12%, Kamba 11%, Kisii 6%, Meru 6%, other
African 15%, norAfrican (Asian, European, and Arab) 1@ther smaller ethnic groups
includeKuria, Pokomo, Taita, Samburu, Masai and SonBascause of this extensive
diverse population, national identity is very wesace eaclof these ethnic groups have
distinct values and customisenyans decry tribalism and in the urban areas people from
different ethnic groups live in same neighborhoods. As urbanization has expanded
intermarriage among ethnic groups has also tended to increase. Politicians have been
knownto fan ethnic divisions to pursue their political ends. Political rivalry has existed
among the twalominant tribes of Kikuyu and Lusince the time of independence.
During the reign of the second president, Daniel Arap Moi, political rivalry extended to
pit his tribe, the Kalenjin, against the Kikuyu. There were sporadic episodes of ethnic
conflicts among the two groups i dhetehe 1990
was latent dissent for the Kikuyu after the third president Mwai Kibaki was seen a
favoring members of the Kikuyu tribe. The December 2007 general elections saw
president Kibaki return to power. The elections were heavily disputed arguing there were
election irregularities and the country was plunged into full scale ethnic violence
especially in the Rift Valley; occupied by both Kalenjin and Kikuyu. A peace deal among
the rival political parties was brokered and a coalition government was established and a
new position of Prime Minister was created occupied by Raila Odinga from the Luo

community.
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In Kenya there are three marriage systems that are recognized; customary,
religious and civil marriages. Customary marriage takes place within traditional customs
and traditions and varies from one ethnic group to another. Most customary ggrriag
allow for polygamyNo formal marriage certificate is issudteligious marriages are
conducted by a religious official accordin
practices. It can take place at a church, mosque, temple, chapel or any othef plac
choice. Most religious marriages; Christians, Jews, Hindus and Sikhs are monogamous
while Islamic law allows a man to marry up to four wives. A marriage certificate is
issual. Civil marriags are conducted by government official usually a District
commissioner (DC), provincial commissioner (PC) or a magistrate. Civil marriages do

not permit polygamy.
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APPENDIX E: KENYAN WORDS
Bomal literally the word means an enclosure for aninsaish as attle, goats, sheep,

donkeysand other domesticated aniii@Other common usage includes reference to an

individual 6s homestead. Il n many cases home

the home compound hence the usage of word boma.

ChaKwetui Swahi |l i word meaning ABel onging to
Chapatii This is aflat bread made using wheat flour; it is served with vegetable dish.
Haki i Rights. It is also used as a swear word, used when someone wants to emphasize
that what they are saying is indeed true.

Harambeei This word generally refers to the concepteif-$elp, that is, people

pooling resources together to achieve a common objective. Historically, the word was
popularized by the First President of Kenya after independence suggesting that it is up to
the indigenous people to help build themselves.

Jamhuri Day - The independence day for Kenya marked on December 12 every year.
Kenya got it independence from the British in 1968.

Je Uko wapP?i Where are you?

Jumuiya i Community, usually referring to small neighborhoods.

Kachumbari 7 Salad made with oniongymatoes, coriander, and it can also be made

spicy when hot pepper is used. It is commonly served with nyama choma or fried rice at
celebrations.

Kamba 1 Bantu tribe in Kenya found in the Eastern part of Kenya

Ketepai Acronym for Kenya Tea Packers asstioia, a popular brand of Kenyan tea

Kichinichini 7 Swabhili word for undermining

u
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Kikuyu T The largest tribe in Kenya found around the Central part of Kenya. This group
of people is also known for its tenacity and business acumen. It is rumored thabin part
the country you will always find a kikuyu shopkeeper.

Kisii T Town in Kenya, usually used also to refer to the people who hail from this area,
the Gusii people.

Kitenge T African fabric used to make traditional outfits or used as wraps. They are used
aswraps across waists, head dress or as scarves. Usually come in various patterns and are
very distinctive.

Lingala i Lingala is bantu language mostly from the Democratic Republic of Congo. In
Kenya, the word has been used to refer to the music with Lihygals. It has been

extended to refer in general to music from West Africa. The lingala music beat was
popularized by musiciargich asTabu Ley,Franco Koffi Olomide, Papa Wemba,

Soukous and many others

Luhya - One of the tribes in Kenya mainly foundthe Western part of Kenya.

Luo, - Second largest tribe in Kenya, this group of people is mainly found along the Lake
Victoria region in what is considered as Western Province of Kenya.

Makumbusho i Memorial service usually performed at different timggtiferent

ethnic groups.

Mandazi i sometimes referred to as mahambri. This is a-fiéeg pastry similar to
doughnuts. They are popularly eaten with tea or coffee. In some instances coconut cream

is used to make them.
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Mgeni siku ya kwanzai This is a fanousSwahili poemalerting people not to overstay

their welcome. The saying goes that a guest is a guest only on the first day after that they
are no longer guest and you can give them a hoe to go and help in the farm.

Mitumba 1 Refers to secontland clotles which arrive in Kenya from different parts of

the world mostly from the developed. The secbadd clothes arrive packed in bales and
are a major component of the clothes or textile industry.

Mombasai Second largesbwn in Kenyaalong the coast ohtlian Ocean; in 2002 it

was elevated to City status. It is known for its sunny beachea aeyrich historyof

trade with Arabs and Portuguese. In its earlier times it changed rulers between the
Portuguese and the Arabs. Tertugues®uilt Fort Jesus

Mungu ni mwemai God is good.

Mwacha mila ni mtumwai ASwa hi | i proverb fAanyone who ab
sl aveo

Mzungu i white person.

Nakuru 7 One of themaintowns in Kenya, it is the headquarters for the Rift Valley
Province

Ndomboloi Style of dance that was very popular in the 1990s, it originated from
Congolese music. The dance involved vigorous movement of the mid section of the body.
Nyama chomai Barbecued steak, this is a popular Kenyan dish that is served at many
functions.

Nyumbani ninyumbani _Svahi | i saying |literally transl a:

suggesting that home is best.
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Roiko i Brand of cooking spices popular in Kenya, the brand name is Roiko mchuzi mix
but it is popularly referred to by the first name Roiko..

Siasaya pesa nané phrase used to refer petty politics.

TwanaTwituT Wor d from the Kamba tribe meaning
Ugali i This is one of the staple foods across many ethnic groups in Kenya. It is cooked
cornmeal. It is a mixture of water and cornméad, water is boiled and corn flour added

and made into a thick heavy paste. It is served with a vegetable, stew or barbecued meat
commonly referred to as nyama choma. Corn is a staple food in Kenya.

Ukabila - Tribalism

Ukishazoeabasi Swa hi | i ommecaeniynogu iget used thatds
addiction.

Umoja 1 Unity, Oneness

Wananchi- Swabhili word for citizen. The word has been become mainstreamed into

local usage such that nepaperause the word even when the stories are in English.
Wanataka pesai They want money

YaanitUsed very commonly in convers.adtions,

Zilizopendwai Old favorite songs.
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APPENDIX F: MAP OF PATERSON



