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The Pinelands Commission thanks botanist Joseph R. Arsenault 
of Franklinville, NJ for his permission to use the following list.  

 
The following list suggests common Pine Barrens plants and their uses for landscaping, habitat 
enhancement and forest restoration.  These general uses include: 

•  Buffers are used to separate land uses or property; 
•  Specimen plants are used as a display for form, color or function; 
•  Forest uses are specified for reclamation replanting projects, large and small scale; 
•  Reclamation uses are directed towards cleared land: mines, farming; 
•  Canopy reflects trees with potential to become large and tall; and 
•  Foundation, shade, flowers or other plantings include canopy and smaller species. 
 

Species Common Name General Use Comments 
Trees: Evergreens   
Chamaecyparis thyoides Atlantic White Cedar Buffer, specimen, forest 
Juniperus virginiana Red cedar Buffer, specimen, reclamation 
Pinus echinata Short-leaf pine Canopy, forest 
Pinus rigida Pitch pine Canopy, buffer, reclamation 
Pinus virginiana Virginia Pine Buffer, specimen, reclamation 
   
Trees: Deciduous   
Acer rubrum v. triloba Trident red maple Specimen, shade, wetland 
Betula lenta Black birch Specimen, shade, wetland 
Betula lutea Yellow birch Specimen, wetland 
Betula populifolia Gray birch Specimen 
Carya pallida Sand hickory Specimen, shade, wildlife 
Carya tomentosa Mockernut Specimen, shade, wildlife 
Carya ovalis Pignut hickory Specimen, shade, wildlife 
Cornus florida White Dogwood Specimen, flowers, wildlife 
Ilex opaca American holly Specimen, buffer, wildlife 
Liquidambar styraciflua Sweet gum Specimen, shade, wetland 
Magnolia virginiana Sweet bay Specimen, flower, wetland 
Nyssa sylvatica Black gum Specimen, shade, wetland 
Quercus alba White oak Specimen, shade, forest 
Quercus coccinea Scarlet oak Specimen, shade, forest 
Quercus falcata Southern red oak Specimen, shade, forest 
Quercus marilandica Blackjack oak Specimen, wildlife 
Quercus phellos Willow oak Specimen, shade, wetland 
Quercus prinus Chestnut oak Specimen, shade, forest 

http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CHTH2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=JUVI
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=PIEC2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=PIRI
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=PIVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ACRU
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=BELE
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=BEAL2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=BEPO
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CAPA24
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CAAL27
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CAOV3
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=COFL2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ILOP
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=LIST2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=MAVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=NYSY
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=QUAL
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=QUCO2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=QUFA
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=QUMA3
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=QUPH
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=QUPR2
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Quercus stellata Post oak Specimen, forest 
Quercus velutina Black oak Specimen, shade, forest 
Sassafras albidum Sassafras Specimen, buffer, flower 
   
Shrubs: Evergreen   
Chamaedaphne calyculata Leatherleaf Foundation, wetland 
Ilex glabra Inkberry Foundation, wildlife, many forms 
Kalmia angustifolia Sheep laurel Specimen, foundation, low 
Kalmia latifolia Mountain laurel Specimen, foundation, buffer 
Leiophyllum buxifolium Sand myrtle Specimen, low and compact 
Myrica cerifera Wax myrtle Foundation, wildlife 
Rhododendron maximum Rhododendron Specimen, shade, wetland 
   
Shrubs: Deciduous   
Alnus serrulata Smooth alder Specimen, wetland 
Aronia arbutifolia Red chokeberry Foundation, wildlife 
Aronia melanocarpa Black chokeberry Foundation, wildlife 
Aronia Prunifolia Purple chokeberry Foundation, wildlife 
Cephalanthus occidentalis Buttonbush Specimen, wildlife, wetland 
Clethra alnifolia Sweet pepperbush Specimen, foundation, wetland 
Gaylussacia baccata Black huckleberry Groundcover, wildlife 
Gaylussacia dumosa Dwarf huckleberry Wetland, groundcover, wildlife 
Gaylussacia frondosa Dangleberry Wildlife, buffer 
Ilex verticillata Winterberry Specimen, wildlife 
Itea virginica Summer sweet Foundation, wetland, specimen 
Leucothoe racemosa Fetterbush/Doghobble Specimen, wetland, foundation 
Lyonia ligustrina Maleberry Wetland, specimen 
Lyonia mariana Staggerbush Specimen, foundation 
Myrica pensylvanica Northern bayberry Buffer, wildlife, semi-evergreen 
Quercus ilicifolia Bear/scrub oak Specimen, buffer, wildlife 
Quercus prinoides Dwarf chestnut oak Specimen, foundation, wildlife 
Rhododendron atlanticum Dwarf azalea Specimen, groundcover, foundation 
Rhododendron nudiflorum Pinxter flower Specimen 
Rhododendron viscosum Swamp azalea Specimen, foundation, wetland 
Rhus copallinum Wing sumac Specimen, buffer, wildlife 
Vaccinium angustifolium Lowbush blueberry Groundcover, wildlife 
Vaccinium corymbosum Highbush blueberries Wetland, specimen, wildlife 
Viburnum cassinoides Withe-rod Wetland, specimen, wildlife 
Viburnum dentatum Arrowwod Specimen, foundation, wildlife 
Viburnum nudum Possumhaw Wetland, specimen, wildlife 
   
Vines and Groundcovers  
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi Bearberry Choice groundcover 
Chimaphila maculata Spotted wintergreen Groundcover 

http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=QUST
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=QUVE
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SAAL5
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CHCA2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ILGL
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=KAAN
http://plants.usda.gov/java/nameSearch?keywordquery=Mountain+laurel&mode=comname&submit.x=20&submit.y=0
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=LEBU
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=MOCE2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=RHMA4
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ALSE2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=PHPY4
http://plants.usda.gov/plantguide/pdf/pg_arme6.pdf
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=PHFL9
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CEOC2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CLAL3
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=GABA
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=GADU
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=GAFR2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ILVE
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ITVI
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=EURA5
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=LYLI
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=LYMA2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=MOPE6
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=QUIL
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=QUIL
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=RHAT
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=RHPE4
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=RHVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=RHCO
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=VAAN
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=VACO
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=VINUC
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=VIDE
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=VINU
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ARUV&photoID=aruv_009_ahp.tif
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CHMA3


Clematis virginiana Virgin’s-bower Specimen, wildlife 
Epigaea repens Trailing Arbutus Groundcover 
Gaultheria procumbens Eastern Teaberry/Wintergreen Groundcover, wildlife 
Parthenocissus quinquefolia Virginia creeper Specimen, groundcover, restoration  
Rubus hispidus Swamp dewberry Groundcover, restoration 
Smilax glauca Cat greebriar Wildlife, restoration 
Smilax rotundifolia Bullbriar Wildlife, restoration 
Vaccinium macrocarpon Cranberry Groundcover, wildlife 
Viola sororia Common blue violet Groundcover 
Vitis aestivalis Summer grape Wildlife, restoration 
Vitis labrusca Fox grape Wildlife, restoration 
   
Grasses   
Andropogon glomeratus Bushy beard grass Specimen, ponds, wildlife 
Andropogon virginicus Broomsedge Buffer, specimen, reclamation 
Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy hairgrass Shade-tolerant, fine leaf 
Eragrostis spectabilis Purple lovegrass Specimen, reclamation 
Festuca rubra Red fescue Turf, semi-shade tolerant 
Dichanthelium Rosette grass Specimen, reclamation, very small 
Panicum virgatum Switch grass Buffer, specimen, reclamation 
Schizachyrium scoparium Little bluestem Buffer, specimen, reclamation 
Sorghastrum Nash Indiangrass Buffer, specimen, reclamation 
Spartina pectinata Freshwater cordgrass Specimen, wetland, wildlife 
   
Upland Sedges   
Carex nigromarginata Black edge sedge Specimen, turf, wildlife 
Carex pensylvanica Pennsylvania sedge Groundcover, turf for wooded areas 
Carex swanii Swans sedge Specimen, wildlife 
Carex tonsa Shaved sedge Groundcover 
   
Wetland Sedges, Rushes  
Carex striata Walter’s sedge Groundcover in wetland 
Carex stricta Upright sedge Specimen, wetland, pond 
Carex folliculata Northern Long sedge Specimen in pond setting 
Cladium mariscoides Smooth sawgrass Pond, wildlife 
Eirophorum virginicum Tawny cotton grass Specimen, pond 
Juncus Canadensis Canada rush Pond specimen 
Rhynchospora capitellata Brownish beak-rush Wildlife, wetland, pond 
Rhynchospora macrostachya Horned beak-rush Specimen, wildlife, pond 
Scirpus cyperinus Woolgrass Specimen, wetland 
Schoenoplectus pungens Common three-square Pond, wetland, wildlife 
   
Upland Herbaceous   
Asclepias syriaca Common milkweed Wildlife, flowers, fragrance 

 
 

3

http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CLVI5
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=EPRE2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=GAPR2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=PAQU2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=RUHI
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SMGL
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SMRO
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=VAMA
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=VISO
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=VIAE
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=VILA8
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ANGL2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ANVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=DEFL
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ERSP
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=FERUR2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=DICHA2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=PAVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SCSC
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SORGH
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SPPE
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CANI3
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CAPE6
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CASW
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CATO10
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CAST41
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CAST8
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CAFO6
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CLMA
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ERVI8
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=JUCA3
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=RHCA12
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&q=Rhynchospora+macrostachya&btnG=Search
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SCCY
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SCPU10
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ASSY
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Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly weed July flower, wildlife 
Helianthemum canadense Frostweed June flower, perennial 
Helianthus divaricatus Woodland sunflower Summer flower, tolerates semi-shade 
Monarda punctata Horsemint/Spotted Beebam July flower, dry soil 
Opuntia humifusa Prickly pear cactus June flower, full sun, groundcover 
Tephrosia virginiana Goat’s rue July flower dry soil 
   
Wetland and Bog Plants 
Asclepias incarnata Swamp milkweed July to August, full sun, wet 
Symphyotrichum novi-belgii New York aster August to October, wet gardens 
Drosera Sundews July and August, white and pink 
Iris prismatica Slender blue flag June flower, specimen, pond 
Iris versicolor Blue flag June flower, specimen, pond 
Lilium superbum Turk’s cap lily July flower, tall 
Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal flower Late summer flower, wildlife 
Rhexia virginica Meadow beauty Pink flower, 12-18” 
Sarracenia purpurea Pitcher plant Requires acidic organic soil 
Viola lanceolata Lance leaf violet Spring flower, white, small 
Xyris difformis Bog yellow eye grass Summer flower, specimen 
   
Pond Plants 
Brasenia schreberi Watershield Red gelatinous flowers, peltate leaves 
Eriocaulon aquaticum Seven-angle pipewort White flower, specimen 
Nuphar lutea Yellow pond lily Yellow, oval floating leaves 
Nymphaea odorata Aiton. White water lily Round floating leaves 
Orontium aquaticum Golden club Specicmen, floating leaf, arum family 
Peltandra virginica Green arrow arum Dark green leaves, emergent, spathe 
Pontederia cordata Pickerelweed Purple flower, emergent 
Sagittaria teres Slender arrowhead Specimen, emergent 
Sagittaria latifolia Arrowhead Specimen, emergent 
Sparganium americanum Nutt. American bur-reed Plant in mass, area cover, emergent 
   
Ferns 
Asplenium platyneuron Ebony spleenwort Dry shade 
Osmunda cinnamomea Cinnamon fern Wet shade 
Osmunda regalis Royal fern Wet shade 
Pteridium aquilinum Braken Dry sun or shade 
Thelypteris palustris Schoot. Eastern marsh fern Damp soils in shade 
Woodwardia aereolata Netted chainfern Wet shade 
Woodwardia virginica Virginia chainfern Pond 

 

http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ASTU
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=HECA3
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=HEDI2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=MOPU
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=OPHU
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=TEVI
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ASIN
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SYNON
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=DROSE
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=IRPR
http://plants.usda.gov/java/nameSearch
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=LISU
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=LOCA2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=RHVI
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SAPUG
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=VILA4
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=XYDI
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=BRSC
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ERAQ2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=NULU
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=NYOD
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ORAQ
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=PEVI
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=POCO14
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SATE2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SALA2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SPAM
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ASPL
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=OSCI
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=OSRE
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=PTAQ
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=THPA
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=WOAR
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=WOVI
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Native Composites Suitable for the Garden 
 

Composite are daisy family plants.  In our area, there are approximately 300 species.  This includes 
many highly desirable asters and goldenrods as well as the nuisance plants like ragweed, wormwoods 
and dandelion.  The following list is a small selection of those species that have the best use in our 
planted landscapes. 

 
Asters:  This group includes our perennial daisies of the late summer and fall. 
   
Eurybia divaricata White wood aster Dry shade 
Eurybia compacta Slender aster Dry sun garden 
Symphyotrichum laeve Smooth blue aster Dry sun or shade 
Lonactis linariifolius Flaxleaf whitetop aster Dry sun and sand 
Symphyottichun novebelgii NY aster Moist shade garden 
Symphyotrichum lateriflorum Calico aster Dry to moist, sun and shade 
Eurybia spectabilis Eastern showy aster Dry sun 
Symphyotrichum undulatum Wavy leaf aster Tall plant, dry shade garden 
Aster vimineus Lam. Small white calico aster Moist sun garden 
   
Solidago:  This is the genus for goldenrods, the much maligned group of plants.  There are many              
species in our area and here are some suitable for the garden. 
   
Solidago Canadensis Tall goldenrod Dry sun, needs large area-runs 
Solidago caesia Bluestem golden rod Dry woodland 
Solidago erecta Showy/Erect goldenrod Choice, dry open sun 
Solidago nemoralis Gray goldenrod Dry open sun, large flowers 
Solidago odora Sweet goldenrod Choice, dry sun 
Solidago rugosa Rough leaf goldenrod Dry to moist, many selections 
Solidago stricta Wand goldenrod Rare plant of moist sand 
Solidago uliginosa Bog goldenrod Wet shade 
   
Other Notable Composites:  The following plants are a small selection of the other suitable plants            
common on our coastal plain landscape. 
 
Chrysopsis mariana Maryland golden-aster Dry sun, showy yellow flowers 
Coreopsis lanceolata Coreopsis Dry sunny areas, weak perennial 
Helianthus angustifolius Narrow leaf sunflower Moist sunny areas 
Helianthus divaricatus Woodland sunflower Dry sun or shade, choice plant 
Liatris graminifolia Glass-leaf blazing star Dry sun, wands of purple flowers 
Rudbeckia hirta Black-eyed Susan Dry sun, weak perennial 
Vernonia noveboracensis NY Ironweed Moist sunny area, tall plants 
   

 
USDA, NRCS. 2008. The PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, 
LA  

http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=EUDI16
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=EUCO37
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SYLAL3
http://plants.usda.gov/java/nameSearch?keywordquery=linariifolius&mode=sciname&submit.x=19&submit.y=8
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SYNON
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SYLAL7
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=EUSP3
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SYUN
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SYLAL7
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=soca6
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SOCA4
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SOER
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SONE
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SOOD
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SORU2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SOST
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SOULU
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CHMA14
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=COLA5
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=HEAN2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=HEDI2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/nameSearch
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=RUHI2
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=VENO
http://plants.usda.gov/

