© cute reader upon the irlt fight ok a pedantick licence, will be ready

withthefe like words to ding the book 2 coits diftance fromhim, |
hate a2 pupil teacher , I endute not an inftructer that comesto me un.
der the wardfhip of an overfecing fift. I know nothing of the licen.
cer, but that I have his own hand here fog hisarregance ; who fhall
warrant me his judgement? The State Sir,replics the Stationer, byt
has a quick return, The State fhall be my governours,but not my csi.
ticks;they may be miftak’n in the choice of alicencer,as eafily as this
licencer may be miftak’n in an author 3- This is forne common {tuff,
and he might adde from Six Franess Bacon , That fuch antboriz’d books
are but the language of the times, For though alicencer thould happ'n
to be jadicions more then ordnary , which will be a great jeopardy
of the next fucceffion,yet his very office,and his commiffion enjoyns
him to let pafie nothing but what is vulgarly receiv’d already. Nay,
which is more lamentable,if the.work of any deceafed author,though
never fofamous in his life time,- and even to this day , come to thei
hands for licence to be Printed, or R eprinted, if there be found in his
book one fentence of a ventrous edge , utter’d in the height of zeal,
and who knows whether it might not be the di@at of a divine Spirit,
yet not fuiting with every low decrepit humor of their own,though
it were Knox himfelf, the Reformer of a Kingdom that fpakeit, they
will not pardon him their dath : the fenfe ofg that great manthallto
all pofterity be loft, for the.fearfulnefle, or the prefumptuous rath-
nefle of a perfunery licencer, And to what anauthor this violence
hath binlately done ,- and in what book of greateft confequence to
be faithfully publifht, Icould now inftance, butfhall forbear till 2
more convenient feafon. Yet.if thefe things be not refented ferioufly
and timely by them who have the remedy in thejr power;, but that
fuch iron moulds as thefe thall have autority to knaw out the choifeft
periods of exquifitelt books, and to commit fuch a treacherous fraud
againft the orphan remainders of worthieft men after death,the more
forrow willbelong ¢o that haples race of men, whofe mistorwuneit

isto have underftanding. . Henceforthlet no man care ¢o learn , ot
care to be more then worldly wife;

be ignorant and (lothfull, to be 2 common fted
oply pleafant life, and only in requeft.

.And asit is a particular difcfteem of every
and moft injurious to the writt'n labours an

foto me.it feems anundervaluing and vilifying of che Whole Naciond

for certainly in higher mattersto |
falt dunce will bethe

knowing perfon aliv s
d monuments of the dead
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