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Manna, is computed to have bin more then might have well fuff
" the heartielt feeder thrice as many meals. For thofe a@ions whic
enter into a man,rathier then iffue out of hith,and therefore defile not,
F..God ufes pot to captivat under a perpetuall childhood of preferipti
- .on,but trults kim with the gift ef reafon to be his own choofer; thers
were bue little work lefe for preaching,if law and compulfon fhould
~ grow fo faft upon thofe things which hertofore wer e govern’d only
'%y exhortation. Salomonintorms us that much reading is a wearines
to the flefh;but neither he, nor other infpir’d author tells us that fich,
or fuch reading isunlawfull : yet certainly had God thought good to
dimit us herein, it had bin much more expedient to have told us what
‘wasunlawfuoll, then what was wearifome.  As for the burning of
thofe Ephefian books by St. Paxls converts, tisreply’d the bools
‘were magick, the Syriack fo rendersthem. It wasa privata&,a vo.
lantary act ; and leaves us toa voluntary imitation : the men in ree
morfe burnt thofe bocks which were their own; the Magiftrat by this
exampleis not appointed : thefe men pra&iz’d the books, another
might perhaps bave read themin fome fort ufefully. Good and evill
we know in the field of this World grow up together almoft infepa-
rably ; and the knowledge of good is fo involv’d and interwoven
with the knowledge ofevill, andin fo many cunning refemblances
.- hardly to be difcern’d, that thofe confufed feeds which were impos'd
_on Pfyche as an inceffant labour to cull out , and fort afunder, were |

- notmore intermixt. It wasfrom oue the rinde of one apple tafted,

- thatthe knowledge of good and evill as twe twins cleaving together
leapt forthinto the World. ~ And perhaps this is that doom which
eAdams fell into of knowing good and evill, that isto fay of knowing

. good by evill. As therefore the tateof man now is ; what wifdome

“canthere be to choofe, what continence to-forbeare without the
knowledge of evill> Hethat canapprehend and confider vice with
all her bairs and feeming pleafures,and yet abftain,2nd yet diftinguith,
and yet prefer that whichistruly becter, heis the true weyfaring
Chriftian.Icannot praife a fiugitive and cloifter’d vertue,unexercis’d&

~ unbreath’d, that never fillies ont and fees her adverfary,but flinks ont
of therace, where that immortall garland isto be run for , notwith-
~outduft and beat. Afluredly we bring not innocence into the world,

‘we bring impurity muchrather : that which parifies us is triall, and

triallis by what is €¢#ntrary. That vertue therefore which is but
youngling inthe contemplation of evill, and knows not the utm:ﬁ
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