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The evening of londsy, January 15, 1796 was an im-
vortant one in the historv of lew Brunswick. On that evening
e number of zentlemen met st the "Wew Coffee House," probably
on the corner of Albany and Pesce Streets, the site of the
hite Hell Hotel for the vurpose of founding 3 Public Library.
A committee conzisting of John Beker, Thomss Hill. and iloses
Guest, wes aprointed to dreft a constitution. After some
ﬂlacuaaien, 1t was decided thet shares in the intended Librarv
should cost $65.00, subject to an snnuel fax of #1.50. The
neme chosen was the "Union Library Company".

The committee was ready wlth the draft of the
constitution by the next Yondsy evenling =nd it was producsd
"restly executed" =nd was signed by John Rsker, Thomes Hill,
Timothy PFrush,. lioses Guest, John J. Voorhees, David Abeel,
Joseph Warren Scott, ﬁbrahﬂm Blouvelt, William Leupp, Rohert
Fastburn, Aeron Hessert, Charles Smith, and John Vredembercgh.
After the signine of the constitution the fellowing books were
provosed by the gentlemen whose nemes ere prefixed to them:

Mr, Bsker Chesterfield's lMolern Enrope
Mr. Hill Criticsasl Review

Mr. Brush Fool of Quelity

iir. Voorhees iiinterbothsm's Americs

Mr. guest Femsay's American Revolution
ir. Ahoel Guthries Geogrevhy

Mr. Scott lontesquien's Spirit of Lews
Kr. Cholwell Bruce's Travels

iir. Ven Norden Priestley's Barly Opinions
Dr. Srith Hure 's Fssays

ir. Raker Smith's Viealth of Nations
Me. Hill Goldsmith's finimated Nature
Nr. Prush Cook's Voyezes

lir. Voorhees Fuffon's Netursl History

Mr. Guest Moore 's Trsvels

Mr. fbeel Peter Pindar

Mr. Scott (The) Tattler

¥r. Cholwel)l Paine 's Political Vorks

lr. Van Norden Rights of Viomen

Mr. Baker Spectator

Mr. Hi11 Follin's Ancient History

iir. Brmsh Yorks of Josevhus

Up. Onest Burnet's Theorv of the Warth
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¥r. Abeel (The ) Humourdst
ir. Scott Loecke on the Human Understanding
Iir. Cholwell Universal Gazetteer of 1754
lr. Van Norden Frenesu's Works

liothing wes decided on until the next meeting, Februsry
g, 1796, when the following were selected:

Chesterfield's Modern Furope
Criticsl Review

Ramsey 's American Revolution
ﬁoutasquié% Spirit of Laws
Hume 's Ess=ys

Smith's “ealth of Letions
Cook's Voyasges

loore's Travels

Peter Pindar

Feine's Works

Rights ~f Womeéen

Snectetor

Yiorks of Josephus

Burnet 's Theory of the Earth
Fool of CQuality

Frenesu's Works

L committee consistine of two, Abrshsm Blauvelt, and
Dr. Charles Smith was authorized teo purchase them. These books,
sixteen vnlumes, formed the foundation of the Libwary saystem in
Wew Frunswick and have been in each Publi¢ Librarvy from that day
to this.

Meetirgs were held each llonday evening in February
ond at each meeting new wmembers sipgned the constitnution and
sdditional beorks were sugpested. until by larch gth, thirtv-two
volumes kad heen bought snd WMessrs Leupp and Flauvelt were
authorized to "cause & hook-case to be provided“". On larch 16,
Josenh Ferren Scott was chosen Librarlsn, snd on that evenine
the first books were taken from the Library. The firat book
drawn was lVontesguteu's Spirit of Lsws. and The horrower was
tbrahem Blauvelt. The second was Rights of lomen talen by Jacob
Cholwell. Following these loore's Travels was borrowed by
Dr. Smith, The Snectator by lir. Van Norden, Fool of Quslity br
Wr. Vpedenberch, lian of the World by lir. Erush, Yilson's Pelew
Tslands by lir. lMoses Guest, Political Justice by ¥r. Hessert.
The first work of fiction in the Library was “Forl of Quelity’
end it was slweys teken out a8 soon as returred in guick succession
by John Vredenbergh, Abrsham Elauvelt, Timothy Brush, David Aheel,
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Jemes Neilson. James Swift, Asron Hassert. fndrew Byvder and
others.

At this meeting the minor details of library work
were discussed; the length of time books might be retained;
the system of fines; duties of the Librarisn, etc., etc. The
menibers sppnear tc heve been deeply interested, as they rem=ined
in session until 11:30 P.M. If & Board of Trustees of & Public
Librery of today were to become so deeply interestea that they
should remain in session until 3:00 o'clock in the rorning,
they would show no mere interest then did these gentlemen, at
that dete when every hconest citizen was expected to he in hred
at 9:00 o'clock. They adjourned to meet at lr. Brush's tavern
on the first Tueadsy of October. At this meeting John Hill
was sprointed Librarisn, which office he reteained until his
death many years leater,

At a meeting Januery 4, 1797, after the Library hed
been in operetion cne year, = comittee was appeinted to inspect
the state of the Library, and at the following meeting they
reported that thev found it in genersl good order, but & few of
the volumes had been sbused, whereupon it was unanimeusly resclved
to sgain instruct the book committee that only books of the most
substential bindings be bought. The Librarisn of the present day
of slight bindings and the endless round of repairing dileoidated
broks which it entails, sighs for the good old days when only
substantially bound volumes found a plece upon the shelves.

At a meeting helé April 1797, it was resoclved that the
quarterly meetings be gbolished, as the members found it "in-
judicious and inconvenient te leave their necessary avocations
so often". This was evidently vefore the days of early closing.

T+ wes resolved thst a committee cof five, called the Grand Council,
he empowered to trensact all business during the recess of the
Speiety”. They were authorized to buy bocks to the extent of
430.00 £nd instructed that their whole expenditure 'mst not

exceed $50.00

Finencigl a@ifficulties seem to arise durirg the
summer of 1797 snd the Librarisn reports that “slthough the
forfeitures arising from the teo long detention of books is con-
sidereble, he cennot collect the monev'. A committee was apvointn~d
tn p8ll upon delinquent menbers of whom there seems 2 goodly rumber,
to vav their dues on their original subscriptions. At the next
meeting this committee reported thet they had called on Aelinguents.
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but could not collect the smounts due from them. The book
committee revorted that "owing to the detenticn of money by
the suhscribers, they have been necessitated to vostpone
the nurchase of books until seme future period.”

By Janusry 1798 affairs resched & crisis, and a
cormittee was suthorized to inform the felinguents that if
thew should not discharge their debts before the next meeting,
"it is probeble that the Cormwany will cause their names to be
sn=erted in the public papers". That this herolc messure was
suceessful we infer from the fact that at the following meeting
the book committee was instructed to purchese books to the
amount of $26.00. At this meeting it was slso resolved "that
the Librarisn shall be in future remitted his guarterly dues in
considerstion of duties sttending his office”.

May 4, 1802, Rev. John Croes purchased a share, and
from this date he took s very prominent part in the work, being
made President Way 5, 1807. As Bishon Croes was, while living,
held in high regerd by all classes of citizens throughout the
State of New Jersey, and his memory is still green, it mey be
of interest to follow out the course of his reading in connection
with this TLibrary. As will be seen he was one who read for
relaxation ae well as instruction. He drew his first book,
Woore 's Travele, October 18, 1802. Folleowlng this he read in
their order, Tom Jones, Fool of Quslity, Zelucco. Erydene 's
tour, Winterbotham's Americs, Rollins Ancient History, Cemilla,
Den Quixote, Foland's 4ppeal, Peregrine Pickle, Desmond ,
Roussesu's Confessions, Vicar of #Wakefield, Marmontel's Tales,
Gil Blas, Thompson's Seasons, Plutarch's Lives, Worth American
Register, Hume's Enzland, Spectator, Fussell's Modern Furove,
Forsyth on Trees, Cowper's FPoems, Kotzebue's Plays, Pove's Vorks,
mahtes?uieu‘s Letters, Gibbon's Roman Empire, Gillie's Greece
Wiilson's Pelew Islands, NMilton's #Works, Vindication of Divine
Providence, Franklin's Life, Robertson's Charles 5thL, History
of Kentucky, Mackenzie's Vovages, Snollett's England, Fvenings
at Home, Cook's Voyages, Mosheim's Eeclesissticsl History,
Rumford's Hssays, Remsay's American Revclution, Devil on Sticks,
Guaprdian, len of the World, Porteus' Lectures, Elair's Sermons,
Bloomfield's Poems, Jefferson's lNotes. Eepriella's Letters,

T4ife of S3ir williem Jones, Penorams, Lzws of New Jersey, Humphrey
Clinker.

The bard of New Brunswick. Moses Guest, strengthened
his mental powers during the intervals of poetic Ifrenzy by
Political Juetice, Spirit of Lews, Yirterbotham's Americe,
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Rolsnd's fZpreal, Adam's Defence. There 1s no record of his
ever bteking = volume of fiction or poetry.

The first asslgnment of & share in the Librery
Compeny reeds ss follows:

Jenuary lst, 1797 This certifies to the Secretary of
the Union Librery Comoany of New
New Brunswlck Brunswick, that the undersigned hes

sold his share right in the =sid,
to lir. Samuel PFerker, Church Street, New Brunswlek, The
Secretary 1s requested to enter the transfer on the books,
to admlt the seld Sermel Barker to the sald share agreeably
te the lews enjoined by the constitution.

(signed) Williem Wllton Barker

eplstered in the Secretery's office =ccording to law on the
first day of larch in the year of our Lord ome thousand,
seven hundred 2nd ninety-seven.

J. Warren Scott, Secretary.
Origlnal oreserved in the files of the Comvany.

The Library now (lMey 1807) contained 372 volumes
and evidence of inereasing prosverity is found in the fact
thet & committee was suthorized to "purchase & new and en-
larged book cese'.

Durlng the summer of 1811 finaneial 4ifficulties
agein arlse, and the Treasurer reports that"$86.00 ls due,
and likely to remain sc'. This time the trouble was serious,
and resulted in the closing of the Library for flve years,
Mav 7, 1816 beins the date of the next meeting. During thris
time Wr. John Hill who had served s Librarian 15 years, dled.
Or the re-openine of the Livrery, Kiss Hannsh Scott took his
vlace. "For her convenience", the books were removed to
her residence on the cormer of Albany end lellsen Streets In
the house now cccupied by lir. John C. Elmendorf.

Yhen the Compeny held its first meeting after the
wer of 1812. its sffairs were found to be badly disorganized.
L commlttee was appointed to ascertaln who were memwbers, and =
resclution taken to collect arrearsges for one year only, and
not for the whole time of susvension. In spite of the earnest
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efforts of & few of the original members, the vrosperity

of the Librsry steadily declined from this dete; meetings

were held at intervals of two or three years, and financial
difficulties seem to be the -only topic of discussion. FPinally
s provcsition from the New Brunswicl Library Compsny which,

had bheen sturted about 1820, to unite the two Libraries wes
accented, after much discussion, aznd Herch 12, 1821 a committee
consisting of Dr. Croes, Jsmes Crommelin, and Cornelius Harden-
berch was appointed to announce to the New Brunswichk Library
Company the acceptance by the Trustees, of the proposition.
$ix persons, three from ezch Library were selected to draft a
constitntion, and a catalog printed in 1847 shows that at that
date, the Library wes in operation under the title of tke

FHew Brunswick Library Company.

In ey, 1858{ the books. which had finslly been
devosited in the Rutger's College Library, and consigned to
the care of the Trustees, were, by them, transferred to ths
Young Men's Christian Association, as the foundation of their
Library. In April, 1888, they were presented by the Assoclation
to the Free Public Library, and thus after nesrly o century of
nse, returned almost to their original starting pointi. The
voet tells us that,

"Tittle of 81l we value here,
Walks on the morn of its hundreth year,
#Withont bhoth feeling end looking queer"

and books are mo excevtlion, bub, thenks to the csraful vurchase)s
of "substantially bound books only" their general condition is
excellent; that is of those thet sre left. lany have been lost,
and wvalasble sets are broken. Those remeining, 656 in number,
hsve been classified by the Dewey System, which is used by the
Tibrariens of the Fres Library, snd by this classification thus
are made easily accessible to any one desiring to use them.

The Librarians book of this ancient Library estsblishes
s point that has been much discussed. The idea is very widely
soread thet, in the good old days, solid reading was always
preferred to any other kind. This record, made nearly a hundred
vears ago, disproves g1l thzat, for New Brunswick at least and
ss the grade of reading done at the Free Library during the last
five vears is somewhst zbove the sverage of Public Libraries in
many other vlaces it is fair to suvpose it was so a hundred years
BED,

Turias the first two months of the existence of the
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Union Library Compsny 76 books were given out. of thet rumber

"The Fool of Quality™ went out 18 times, and Desmond" 8, meking

26 charres for fiction out of a totsl of 76. The most insatiable
devourers of Roe, and "The Duchess" would lesve no worse record.

it the end of the first yesr, "The Viesr of Wakefield" and "Camilla"
were purchesed, snd they immedistely became fully as pooulsr. Put
whet encoursges those interested in Publlic Libraries todsy. as well
as s century sgo, is that while light reading goes on, instructive
=nd eleveting pesding is slso being done, and that most Librarians
will testify to the fasct. thet after persons have read fiction slone,
for a time, they tire of it, and here comes in the Librerian's
oorortunity. when the reader may be kindly end wisely gulded to the
storv »f the deeds of noble men; sent with the traveller into
strance places: interested in the latest discoveries of the scientis=t;
told in simople lsnpusge; elevated by the thoughts of great minds,
until he reslizes that what Cicero said centuries ago. is true today
“hooks sre the food of youthy the delight of old sge; the crnament
of prosperity, and the refuge and comfort of adversity.”



