
MEMORANDUM 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

22 May 1957 

Memo to Miss Johnston 
(Mr. Shanley's Office) 

Mr. Voorhees asked me to let you know that 
of course he'll be happy to do whatever 
the White House wants in the _tter of the 
FREEDOM HOUSE presentation. 

Incoming letter attached per our telephone 
converse. tion. 

B17998 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 20, 1957 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Honorable Tracy Voorhees 

Attached is a letter to the President from Whitney 
North Seymour, Chairman of Freedom House, 
advising him that the first anniversary of the 
Hungarian people I s revolution will be commemorated 
by Freedom House on October 23rd, coincident 
with their 16th anniversary dinner at the Sheraton­
Astor Hotel in New York City. 

Mr. Seymour invite s the Pre s ident to par ticipa te 
in this program when their Freedom Award will 
be presented to the Hungarian Freedom Fighters. 

Max Rabb has checked this out with the State 
Department and they feel it is important for 
a high level reminder to be made at the time. 
Max says the President should not go but that 
he believes you would be the mos t appropriate 
person to be designated to represent the 
President at the dinner. 

Would you be willing to do this? If so, I will 
write Mr. Seymour accordingly, advising him 
that you will be pleased to hear from him further 
about necessary arrangements. 

Bernard M. Shanley 
Secretary to the President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May Zf, 19S7 

IMar IIr. Seym.ourt 

Tu Pr.,lelial I •• k.d m. '0 til_it yo for YOUI" eor.u.I 
l.n ... of May l.t acivil., him tbat tla. fwot aulverl.:ry 
of the Hwlpl'iaa peopl.· I .. evolutloa .Ul 1M commemoratld 
by I' •• dom Hou •• on OCto" .. ')I'd coblc:l_at with U, 
SlaMlath Almiv.raal'Y '1' ~ b. k.la at t!l. hiratea-
AltoI' HoNl. 

TM r •• ldeat t. moat ,I'ateful foJ': your kiad iDvlt&Uoa to 
pr'.lat yo r ... edom Award to tie .... &riaa I'e.dom 

tahtlra thla aee.,loll aaa U il With Y'I'Y 1'1.1 rl'l'.t 
that h. fiau M JIlu.t have m. aelvt.. you it wUlllot be 
pq.aibl. f, I' him to accept. li>urlD, thla particu"" 
p41l'iod. .ext tOMI', bowev.r, hil leu Ie 'a already 
crowded .. 41 it would ... lmPOl a lit 11 f ... him &0 laclu.de your' 
dta.U ... muh.1 h. woulclliki to be able to 010. 

HoWlv.r. U. Pre.ute t baa a.ke thl Hoao .. abl. T .. acy 
Veol'bee •• wJlo .. al Claalnnan of Ida Committ •• lor 
HUil,ariall .fu,.. • lief , to ... ' ..... at lUm at your 
cl-..I' for the Award PI"'l1ltatiOlil. Mr. Vo ....... 
will be pl •••• a .a .. from you at ,01.11' cODv.Alael 
to •• I'k out all d.taU, ta tilt. COIlIl •• tlOIl. H. may be 
.CWr •••• d at The Peatal.. ..Il" 21. D. C. 
(T.l.phoM~ U"I'~ 1-,.,00. t. "9215). 

Widl the .Jg)I' •••• a cor ~1 ... p .. d of the .... id.at. 
la 'Whicb 1 jola, I am 

SiDell'.l,. 

1' ... 4 M. ., 
Secr.tal', to the P .... ld.nt 

)b. hUae, Morth Seymou... Chai ..... 
r .... clom Hou •• 
'10 •• t fOth tHet 

w York II, .w York 
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LONG.ACRE 5-3344 

May 1 1957 

The Honorable I}wight D. Eisero-.ower 
The lfh i te use 
ashington, D.Co 

Dear Mr. President: 

The first i ~ary of th Hungar an opl' revol..ttion 11 
be cor.nemorated by Freedan House on Octo r 2Jrd, 1 Y57 .. 

freeaom Hous 'Will pre ent its Fr edexn Award to the Hun_artar! 
Freedom Fighters on that date t.c- coineid with our organizat..ior·~ 
sL<teenth anniver ary di 1" in t..n Granc Ballrc.an f the 
Sl'E'r Cl t,ot').oAs t..t:.r fto ~ 1. 

~ic desire. that t):.{ pres ntation b(>co a a.an f(> ~t.lO!i. of e 
nnt ional a:warene of the debt 'We oW? to the pe'>pl e of Hunaary 
who challenged Ule ight. f t..~ Sc i t. Amy aM perforned a~ .s 
of heroi~ t.cheJ in record.ed hi tory. We 'W 11 there16N 
share the sponsorship of th Freed Award wi th otll. l' }. ading 
civIc, educational, labor, bus! 5S, fraternal and pruf s ional 
organizations. a:>wev r, only you, Mr. President, can :Ure this 

"presentation true e:xpre s ion of tht tion' devotion to th 
cause for which they gay th ir liv treets of Budapest .. 

e hope you 'Will look te a villinJness to ;n-rlf c pate In tlle 
pre en .. ..atlon progr • ~ greate t po sfbl impact t')n t.."'e 
conscience of ankind ~;rll result from an <.f'lc.r hy you 11 t.e 
tp guests l our dinner and to n tlonw1ne aud ~nce Ofl tit t 
anniversary dateo 

Ideally, 'WoulG loll ,. that Freedom Award. houlJ cane t<' t...;f 
'lfungarlan FN'eJom Fiq: t.ers fran yo"JI hand; bu+. if eIre ~tar£c' 
. ake that Impossib ,brief remark from th White dous vr. Id 
be lc altemalt. The lat.ter possibiltty \oi)Jld r.::lk~ a. 
rlppropriate for th V~~Pre ide . of ~ United State or anoth -
high official In yo\1t" A in! t..ral'on u represe.~t )'O'J. 1t Lh 
dinner for Lhe Allard Pl'{.S ntat ion. 

are L~cwlately p c 
portant anniversary in 
a...,.ait. your ly. 

11ng villi .ietall.d plans fo'! 
struggle for free and 

R ctfully yours. 

d-<~:::;- u,rQ: "I 
Whitney 

I 
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O£r. Z3 

FREEDOM HOUSE (I 

The Honorable Tracy Voorhees 
The Pentagon 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Voorhees: 

WILLKIE MEMORIAL BUILDING 
20 WEST 40 STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

LONGACRE 5-3344 

June 5, 1957 

I have informed our officers of the White House response to 
our letter inviting the President to be represented at the 
sixteenth anniversary Freedom House dinner, which will also 
mark the first anniversary of the Hungarian revolution on 
October 23. The dinner will be held that evening in the 
grand ballroom of the Sheraton-Astor Hotel. 

-
We are delighted to receive word from Mr. Shanley that the 
President has asked you to represent him at this event Which 
will feature the presentation of the Freedom Award to the 
Hungarian Freedom Fighters. The Award will be received on 
their behalf by Mr. Joseph Koevago, the former Mayor of Budapest. 

The program. arrangements have not been completed at this early 
date but our plans include the presentation of a dramatic 
adaptation from James A. Michener's book, "The Bridge at Andau" 
with an introduction by Mr. Michener; opening remarks by the 
chairman of our Executive Committee, Mr. Herbert Bayard Swope; 
presiding will be Mr. Leo Cherne, a vice-president of Freedom 
House and chairman of the International Rescue Committee; and 
a brief presentation speech by a former recipient of this 
Freedom Award. 

We desire that this presentation became a manifestation of the 
national awareness of the debt .we owe to the people of Hungary 
who challenged the might of the Soviet Amy and performed acts 
of heroism unmatched in recorded history. We will therefore 
share the sponsorship of the Freedom Award with other leading 
organizations including the Community Councils of the City of 
Nev York, The American Association of University Women, YOtUlg 
Women's Chr.istian Association, Association of American Colleges, 
American Association for the United Nations, Inc., The Church 
Peace Union, and the American Academy of Political and Social 
Science. 

I did not want to delay placing before you our tentative plans 
and vil1 mail the final details of our program as soon as the 
arrangements are completed. 

We look forward to your participation with a message from the 
President and greetings to our dinner guests on your own behalf. 

;!inC ely yours, 
. -( __ 2J:;f~1 

eorge Field 
/ Executive Secretary GF/er 

~393 
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VCT! 2 3 AUG 1 6 1957 

FREEDOM HOUSE (I 
WILLKIE MEMORIAL BUILDING 
20 WEST 40 STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

LONGACRE 5-3344 

August 14, 1957 

The Honorable Tracy Voorhees 
The Pentagon 
WaShington 25, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Voorhees: 

We were delighted to receive the letter from the President's 
secretary, Mr. Bernard M. Shanley, in which he informed us 
that the President has asked you to represent him at our 
sixteenth anniversary dinner on Wednesday evening October 23. 
~e flrst anniversary 0 ungar 1 an 
peop1e's revolution. ~ , 

-------------------~ Mr. Shan1ey's letter of May 24 was addressed to Mr. Whitney 
North Seymour, the chairman of our board, and I wrote to you 
on June 5 describing the tentative program arrangements. I 
am now able to be more specific about the details of our 
program. 

The dinner will be held in the grand ballroom of the Sheraton­
Astor Hotel, starting pr~£tly at 7:30 p.m., and the guests 
of honor will meet for a preliminary reception in the North 
Columbia Room of the hotel starting at 6:30 p.m. Mr. Joseph 
Koevago, the former Mayor of Budapest, will receive the 

reedom AWard on behalf of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters and 
his acknowledgment will constitute the closing address of the 
evening. We will look .to you, as the President's representa­
tive, for a message at the time of your presentation of the 
bronze plaque to Mr. Koevago. 

The balance of the program will include addresses by Senator 
John F. Kennedy of Massachusetts, Mr. Herbert Bayard Swope, 
representing our board of directors, and Mr. Leo Cherne, who 
will preside. An all star cast will appear in a short drama­
tic adaptation from James A. Michener's book, liThe Bridge at 
Andau." ---
-'" 
The inscription on the bronze plaque and the list of cosponsor­
ing organizations are enclosed. I 0 e to receive th text of 
our remarks and the President's messa~e ln advance of the 

dinner for release to the PIess If there is any further inform­
ation you require, please let me know. 

. 9 X ~y 
~ 

sintcelY yours, 

l- ~~ 
I 

/ George Field 
/ Executive Secretary 

I I 

.... 393 
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FREEDOM HOUSE (I 
WILLKIE MEMORIAL BUILDING 
20 WEST 40 STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

The Honorable Tracy Voorhees 
The Pentagon 
':Jashington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Voorhees: 

LONGACRE 5-3344 

September 

He have just completed arrangements for a coast-to-coast 
network broadcast by the American Broadcasting Company 
direct from our dinner on Jednesday evening, October 23rd. 
This portion of the program in which you are to appear 
will start at lO:OS p.r·1., New York time. 

The opportunity to have this nation-wide audience places 
a time restriction on us, and we have allocated §ix minutes 
for your presentation remarks including the message from the 
President, and a like amount of time for the acceptance by 

\ 
Mayor Joseph Koevago. Including the applause and transition 
during the presentation, the outside limit of the time will 
be seven minutes on the air, 

As soon as you have presented the plaque to Mayor Koevago, 
he will follow with his remarks without any further intro­
duction by our Chainnan. Therefore, in maki'ng your pre­
sentation you may 1rlish to say something about him in lieu of 
an introduction. It is also customary at the point of pre­
sentation to quote the inscription, which reads as follows: 

G AIl.TNUAL FREED(JJ! A~'1ARD TO THE HUNGARIAN FREEDOT·I FIGHTERS 

II A Tribute to the Living and the Dead T,l]hose Historic Acts 
of Heroism Challenged Soviet Tanks and Tyranny 

- 0 -
II Presented by American Organizations on the First Anniversary 
of the Revolt in Hungary 

FREEDOH HOUSE 
Neu York October 23, 195~ 

As I previously mentioned, ltTe are to meet for a preliminary 
reception in the North Columbia Room of the Sheraton-Astor 

~.~ 

Hotel starting at ~ .1'1., and proceed to the dais in the 
Grand Ballroom at 7:30 PJJf . --------
It 1vi 11 also be very useful to have an advance text of your 

~393 



Page 2 The Honorable Tracy Voorhees 

remarks, including the message from the President, for 
release to the radio network and the press. 

I look forward to greeting you on this occasion. 

GF/msf 

COrd~lY yours, 

/J,~V 6u.U 
George Field 
Executive Secretary 



-
From: TRACY S. VOORHEES 

To: • J'IELD 

Nt-. Voorhees 41ctated the enclosed 
letter to you just before he le1't tor 
Europe, ana. I vas unable to tftD8cr1be 
it 111 t1.JDe tor his persoDal signature. 

In the meantime, ~ letter of 
September 23 came in todq, an4 I J:JOte 
that 1t answers the questions vh1ch Mr. 
Voorhees raised in his letter. 

Your letter v1ll. be brougbt to 
Mr. Voorhee r attention 1DDediate1y on 
his return bout Oetober 3d. 

Secretary to Mr. Voorhees 



Mr. George Piela. 

Metro,poli tan Club 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Sep1iaber 24, 1957 

beaut.ift Secret&r7, FreedaR House 
20 Weat 40th street 
Nev York lB, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Piela.: 

Reterr1ng to your letter ot August 14 and to the IlUbHquent 
illquirJ' to the WhiteHouse when I was in New Rampah1re, I regret 
it there vas 8.fJ7 tailure Oil rq part cauaiDg illCOzmln1ence to you • 
..,. UD&itrIRaDdiDg was that Mr. ShaDlq had iDtormed)'OU that I would 
be hoDore4 to act as the Presidellt's l'epreaentative at the c1i.nDer 
OIl October 23, and I uncIerstood JOUr letter ot Auguat 1~ u _req 
cont1.rJl1Dg the arrangements. I, ot course, haft this on Jq calendar, 
&D4 v1ll, aa 70U request, send you. the text ot 'aJ¥ remarks together 
vi th auch persoD&l _ssage trca the President &8 he -.:r &pprOft 
ill a4ftnce of the tinDer tor release to the press. 

S1Dce lOU haft a DUmber ot speakers, I uau. that a briet 
preaentatiOll 1))' - &1l4 the rea411l8 ot the President'., ._sage voul.d 
be &beNt all that 70U deSire, but I should like to do whatever )'OU 
want, &D4 vould appreciate JOUr vri tiDg _ 7CIUr wiShes. 

I .. about to 1eaft tor BurG.Pe ~ a briet trip, returniDg ac.e­
t1lie 4ur1na the first week in October. 

I .. "IU'1 &la4 'tbat Preec1a BauJe decided to g1 ft this J8&r' s 
award to the Hungarian Freec1a I'1pters. 

Sincerel.7 1OUl"s, 

Traq S. Voorhees 



ANNUAL FREEDOM AWARD 

TO THE HUNGARIAN 

FREEDOM FIGHTERS 

A tribute to the living and the dead 

whose historic acts of heroism 

challenged Soviet tanks and tyranny. 

* 
A presentation by American organizations 

on the first anniversary of the revolt in Hungary. 

FREEDOM HOUSE 

New Yor~ • October 23, 1957 
( 



CO-SPONSORS OF nm FREEDOM A\OIARD 

TO me HtmlARIAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS 

Amalgamated Clothing Workers or America 
American Ass~clation for the United Nations 
American Friends of the Captive Nations 
American Jewish Congress . 
Anti-Defamation League and BOnal B'rlth 
Association of American Colleges 
Atlantic Union CommIttee 
Citizens' HOUSing and Planning Council of New York 
Common Council for American Unity 
Community Council of Greater New York 
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions 
International Federation of Women Lawyers 
International Ladies 8 Garment l-lorkers o Union 
International Rescue Committee 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
National Counci 1 of Jewish Women 
National Council of Negro Women 
National Wanan"s Forum 
Post War World Council 
The American Academy of Political and Social Science 
The American Association of Unlversi ty W-Dlen 
The American Jewish Committee 
The catholic Association for International Peace 
The Olureh Peace Union 
The Woodrow Wilson Foundation 
The Young Womenos Christian Association of the City of New York 
United HIAS Service 
United States National Student Association 
Womeno s Overseas Service League 
World University Service 
Young Women's Christian Association of Uhited States of America 



FREEDOM HOUSE 

Sixteenth Annual Dinner 

P "resentation of Freedom Award to 

HUNGARIAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS 

on the First Anniversary 

of the Hungarian Revolution 

October 23. 1957 

Grand Ballroom. Hotel Sheraton-Astor 

Hon. John F. Kennedy 

Hon. Joseph Koevago 

* * * 

PROGRAM 

Mr. Herbert Bayard Swope 

Mr. Leo Cherne, presiding 

Hon. Tracy Voorhees, representing President Eisenhower 

* 
Dramatization 

featuring Mike Wallace and Arnold Moss 

in "The Br i dge at Andau" 

adapted by Henry Denker 

from the book by James Ao Michener 

* 
Mr. Thomas Hayward, of Metropolitan Opera Co. 

Mr. Imre Vasadi, of Hungarian National Opera Co. 



CO·SPONSORS OF THE FREEDOM AWARD 

TO THE HUNGARIAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS 

Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America 
American Association for the United Nations 
American Friends of the Captive Nations 
American Jewish Congress 
American Veterans Committee 
Anti-Defamation League and B'nai B'rith 
Association of American Colleges 
Atlantic Union Committee 
Citizens' Housing and Planning Council of New York 
Common Council for American Unity 
Community Council of Greater New York 
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions 
International Federation of Women Lawyers 
International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union 
International Rescue Committee 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
National Council of Jewish Women 
National Council of Negro Women 
National Woman's Forum 
Post War World Council 
The American Academy of Political and Social Science 
The American Association of University Women 
The American Jewish Committee 
The Catholic Association for International Peace 
The Church Peace Union 
The Woodrow Wilson Foundation 
The Young Women's Christian Association of the City of New York 
United mAS Service 
United States National Student Association 
Women's Overseas Service League 
World University Service 
Young Women's Christian Association of United States of America 



October 23, 1957 

MR. VOORHEES I SPEECH AS THE PRESIDENT I S REPRESENTATIVE AT THE 
FREEDOM HOUSE AWARD TO THE HUNGARIAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS, MADE AT 

THE ANNUAL DINNER ON OCTOBER 23, 1957, AT THE SHERATON-ASTOR HOTEL 

MR. CHAIRMAN, SENATOR KENNEDY, MAYOR KOEVAGO, AND FRIENDS OF FREEDOM 

HOUSE AND OF THE HUNGARIAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS:-

Almost a year ago I was introduced to the Hungarians. Governor Adams 

made the introduction. It was brief but to me sudden and quite overwhelming. 

He merely said, in his office in the White House, "The President wishes you "to 
I " 

act as his representative for the Hungarian refugees. I have an office for you 

upstairs. Are you ready to go to work?" I said that I was. In that two-minute 

conversation, I got into more problems in less time than I had thought possible. 

A decision by the President was then under consideration and was soon made 

to step up to more than 20,000 the number of Hungarian refugees to come to this 

country over a period of a few weeks. They came by air and by sea. My first 

introduction to the Hungarian themselves was when I met the first U.S. Air Force 

and Navy planes which began the military airlift of refugees. We gave each of 

them a written greet i ng from and signed by President Eisenhower with a transla-

tion into Hungarian. We dispensed with speeches of welcome. From then on I got 

to know many of these refugees as some 32,000 were received at Kilmer and were 

started toward their new lives in America. By May 9th when Kilmer was closed 

and only 26 of all these 32,000 were not at least temporarily resettled in our 

country, I had learned from them something new about good citizenship. 

Freedom House and its award stand for good citizenship. But in America it 

is easy to be a good citizen compared to the life and death test of good citizen-

ship through which many of these Freedom Fighters had just passed. 



A striking example of good citizenship under ibhumanly hard conditions 

is Mayor Koevago himself who is here with us tonight. He had been in a Nazi 

concentration camp. Then in 1947, he became Mayor of Budapest. Later he was 

thrown into a Russian prison for six years, regaining his liberty shortly before 

the uprising last fall. 

If I had had that amount of suffering in concentration camps and prisons, 

I fear that on release I might have been very polite to the secret police instead 

of becomine a leader in the revolution. But Mayor KOevago was of different stuff. 

He again became Mayor of Budapest for a matter of days. When the Russian tanks 

moved in in overwhelming numbers he was -- thank God -- successful in escaping 

wi th his wife and child to Austria. From there he came to our country where he 

devoted his efforts without stint to helping other Hungarian refugees. He speaks 

good English. How did he learn it? He told me that he learned it during those 

years in prison from a 1912 edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica. Last winter, 

when asked on a television program whether the Hungarians had been wise in what 

they did, he instantaneously answered: Others may be better off now, but only 

by heroism can you get freedom forever. 

Could anything be more fitting than for him to represent the Freedom Fighters 

in receiving the Freedom award tonight? 

So with the limitless admiration which I have for the Hungarian Freedom 

Fighters and,for Mayor Koevago who represents them, as well as my dedication to 

and affection for our great President, I welcomed enthuSiastically the opportunity 

to represent President Eisenhower tonight in presenting this award to the Hungarian 

Freedom Fighters. 

It is particularly appropriate that President Eisenhower should be repre­

sented here tonight for twelve years ago this month he himself was the recipient 

2 



of this Freedom Award. It was presented by Mr. Bernard Baruch. Because General 

Eisenhower was then still on duty in Europe, he was represented at his request 

by a distinguished soldier -- a private first class who had been twice wounded 

in battle. Unfortunately, he is represented here tonight only by a private in 

the rear rank with no battle record. But one thing is sure - General Eisenhower 

is in his own right a freedom fighter. 

May I now read you a statement from the White House released through Mr. 

Hagerty this afternoon? 

A year ago today the Hungarian people attempted to establish 
a free government of their own choice. Their attempt was ruthlessly 
and brutally crushed by the armed forces of their communist oppressors. 

All Americans as well as free people the world over will remember 
this historic event not only with sorrow for the sacrifice of the 
Hungarian people, but with feelinss of deep respect for their outstand­
ing courage. 

On this occasion the President wishes me to express his deep and lasting 

interest in Freedom House and in everything that it represents. 

As his representative and as one who had some experience with certain of the 

aftermaths of the Hungarian revolution, let me say that:-

Your gathering tonight expresses the deep sense of debt which free men 

everywhere owe to those who just one year ago fought for liberty on the streets 

of Budapest. 

On this anniversary of that brave struggle, it is fitting that Freedom House, 

in association with thirty other American organizations, honor the Hungarian Free-

dom Fighters on the occasion of your annual dinner. Your Freedom Award symbolizes 

our intense American love of freedom and our conviction that only in a climate of 

liberty can men attain happiness and their noblest aspirations. 
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Mayor Koevago, at the request of the Board of Governors of Freedom House, 

and in behalf of the President, I dedicate this bronze plaque to the Hungarian 

Freedom Fighters, and present it for them to you, the last freely elected Mayor 

of Budapest. I do so in these words inscribed on the plaque: "Annual Freedom 

Award to the Hungarian Freedom Fighters -- A Tribute to the Living and the Dead 

Whose Historic Acts of Heroism Challenged Soviet Tanks and Tyranny -- Presented 

by American Organizations on the First Anniversary of the Revolt in Hungary -

Freedom House - New York - October 23, 1957. 11 
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MEMORANDUM 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

I persuaded Mayor Koevago 

substantially to change the 

criticisms of the United states. 

TSV 

B17998 

): 
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For Release after 8:00 P.M. 
Wednesday, October 23rd 

Address by Joseph Koevago, 
last freely elected Mayor of Budapest, 
speaking at the Freedom House Award dinner. 

It is ldth deep emotion that I accept on behalf of the Hungarian 

freedom fighters this year's Freedom Award. I know that there are 

many who would be much more worthy of this honor. Above all, it 

would be those young heroes who fought with the courage of the 

classical heroes for Hungarian freedom and for the common cause 

of humanity. 

I am accepting this award not only on behalf of those who, 

with courageous heart, died in the fight for freedom, those who were 

deported, tortured, imprisoned, and executed. I accept it on behalf 

of the Hungarian nation which exactly one year ago turned as one man 

against the Soviet and Communist tyrannyo I should like to express 

the gratitude of the Hungarian people to Freedom House for this 

symbolic presentation. This honor by the American people is given 

to a nation which is small in numbers but great in spirit. 

Permit me, ladies and gentlemen, in a few words to remind you 

what happened a year ago in Hungary. The nungarian people, sparked 

by their traditional love of freedom, threw off the Communist yoke. 

Youth and children with primitive weapons annihilated three Soviet 

divisions and the powerful Communist Party. Within a few short days 

the Hungarian Revolution was victorious. There was a legal government 

and freedom for the nation. Then came hell on November 4. Thousands 

of Soviet tanks overran Hungar,y, and the U.S.S.R. mobilized military 



r 

power big enough to destroy any political enemy, no matter how 

powerful 0 ,This was war, ruthless and cruel. The Soviets trampled 

on international law and established the rule of might. 
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To protect their newly-gained freedom ,the Hungarian nation fought. 

Soon Budapest was ruins and death. This was the last message of 

the freedom fighters to the free world • 

••• Civilized people of the world, we implore you to 

help us in the name of justice, of freedom, of the 

binding moral principle of active solidarity. Our 

ship is sinking. Light is failing, the shadows grow 

darker every hour over the soil of Hungary. tisten 

to the cry, civilized peoples of the world, and act; 

extend to us your fraternal hand. 

S-O-S ••• S-O-S ••• May God be with you. 

The people of the world did not help sufficiently. Perhaps 

they did not realize that the Soviet troops in Hungary were scoring 

a ~ctory over the whole free world. The free world itself passed 

up its greatest opportunity in modern history. It missed the very 

chance of breaking up the Communist bloc which the Soviets maintain 

by terror. Public opinion everywhere demanded intervention. Govern­

ments, however,- were paralyzed by their fear of a third world war. 

They hoped to halt Soviet tanks with carefully-worded political 

statements. They closed their eyes in order not to see the death 

of a small nation. The ghost of this Revolution~ however, still 

haunts, for the Soviets are convinced that there is no conviction 

behind Western political statements. This encouraged them to further 

conquest since. 



· . ~ , . 

We are witnessing a great crisis of Western civilization. We 

will have to face the criticism of our children and grandchildren. 
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Did we contribute to the decay of a two-thousand-year-old civilization, 

or did we strengthen it against Communist barbarism? 

On behalf of children, youth, men and women, who died heroically, 

I turn now to the freedom-loving sons of this country and to all 

freedom-loving nations. Stand up for freedom everywhere, for your 

ancestors made sacrifices for that, Rally your forces for new 

powerful moral, cultural, economic, technical, and military efforts. 

Let the United States be the worthy leader of Western 

civilization and culture. If that is done, then this bronze plaque 

will gain its worthy place in the city hall of a happy people in a 

free Hungary" It will tell many happy and free generations that the 

road to freedom is paved with heroism and that the freedom fighters 

did not shed their blood in vain. It is on behalf of them and of all 

the Hungarian people that I give their message to you. God bless 

America and all the freedom-loving people in the world. Help them to 

stand up for freedom and to liberate Hungary and the other captive 

nations. 
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HUNGARIAf~S ~T 

FREEDOM AWARD 
Dinner Honors Revolt Date 
-Lodge Lauds U. N. Role 
-Capital Cites Courage 

United States nationals and 
"lovers of freedom in all other 
countries" were urged last night 
by George Meany not to visit 
the Soviet Union until its army 
of occupation had left Hungary, 
~r. Meany spoke as president 

of the American Federation of 
J,.abor and Congress of Indus­
trial Organizations and as a 
United States delegates to the 
United Nations General As­
sembly, . 

His talk was broadcast over 
the facilities of American Broad­
casting :::ompany as a part of 
observances in the United States 
()f the first anniversary of Hun­
~ary's ill-fated bid for freedom 
trom Soviet rule, 

A highlight of the commemor­
ative exercises in New York 
was the annual Freedom House 
(linner last night in the Shera-

. ton-Astor Hotel. The Freedom 
Award was presented to the 
Hungarian Freedom Fighters. ' 
: Senator John F. Kennedy, 

Democrat of Massaehusetts, a 
speaker at the dinner, said the 
date was one "that will live for-
ever in the annals of free men 
and nations-a day of courage , . ' , . . , ' 
.• nd of conscienec and of tri- tJon,s funds to care for Hun- of .the ,world cannot but be James C, Hagerty, press secre-
II,mph." . ganan :efugees, He added that troubled by the tragic situation tary, said: ' , 

In presenting the award, th,e Umted States, should per- in H;ungary," he continued "but "A year ago ' today the Hun­
~acy S Voorhees as personal mIt more Hunganan refugees, ,,' garian people attempted to 
~epresentative of President Ei- to ~nter and should make work If the suffermgs ,m that ~an.d estabiish a free government of 
~enhower, rea da message from available to them, . have not been relleved, t~I,S, IS their own choice. Tl}eir attempt 
Ute White House. In his speech, Senator Ken- not So m~ch the ;responslblll,ty was ruthlessly and brutally 

"All Americans, as well as nedy scored what he said was of the Umted Nabons as of Its crushed by the armed forces of 
free people the world over, will the indecision of the ' West 'to mern,bers wh,? are not prepared their Communist oppressors. 

,..-emember this/historic event not act when the Hungarians re- to nsk a thlr<;l ,:"orld war fo~ "All Americans as well as 
llnly with deep sorrow for the volted, He said the Hungarians the sake of rehevlI:g Hungary, free people the world over will 
,acrifice of the young people, had received offers that were P:ince Wan \ya:thayakon of remember these historic events 
but with feeling'for deep respect "only cruel disiIIusionment of Thailand, commlsslOned by t~e riot only with sorrow for the 
for their' outstanding courage," 'al1 assistance short of. help.''' ?eneral Ass~mbly to ~ry to gam sacrifices of the Hungarian peo-
ihe message said. , Senator Kennedy quoted from IJ?plementat:on of It~ resolu- pIe but with feelings of deep 

Churches Mark Occasion Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, t~onSs r~gtartdmg the Wlthdrawal respect for their outstanding 
. k' th t .. h h ' hI 0 oVle roops and the res- courage," 

Other memorials were held in as mg a we ere Ig y re- to ration of normal liberties to . 
~urches here and elsewhere in solve tJ:at ~hese , de!d .. s~aI1 n~t the Hungarian people, had no " ,-----......:..---­
~e nation. . . . ' . have died m, ~am. .. .. ' It IS progress to report, He is con-
I ;Mr. Meany, in his address, de- for "us the hvmg " to be tinuing talks . with members of 
?ounced what he termed the de~lCated to ~; u.nflmshed work the Hungarian delegation, -he 

, 'monstrous hypocrisy" of Mos- Whl~hd 0.ey so nobly ad- said, and still hopes to vi5it 
~ow's proposed desire for co- van e . Moscow. 
~xistence with the rest of the Henry Cabot Lodge of the 
world. U. N. Marks Anniversary United States declared that 

Heasserted that "the brutal speCial to The New York Times. ' "nothing short of war could 
Soviet assault against Hungary UNITED NATIONS, N. Y;, have prevented the Soviet Union 
lil;1o;-yed , th~re is no room for Oct. 23-Messages marking the from, once again crushi~ ~un­
~oclal Jus~lce or ,freedom a?d first anniversary of the Hun- ga~ s freedom. But t~e Umt,ed 
thatthere IS no . esc~pe from m- gaItian revolt were issued here Nabor:s ' ~xposed thls. Sovlet 

. .:num~n opp.re~slOn m the Com- today and received from states- br~tallty , m alI its detalls, and 
~umst orbit. men of various member nations. tWlce ;mondemned it by over-

H.e declared that the h3:r~h Sir Leslie Munr of New whelmmg votes. Thereby It 
~~vlet measures ta~en agamst Zealand, President gf the Gen- struck a po,:,",erful blow agaipst 
i.ungary were inspl:ed by fear eral Assembly, noted that the the reputatlOn of co~mumsm 

,t,hat the Hunganan rev?lt theme of the 1957 United N,a- throughout the world . 
• showed .the pat.h for countnes tions Day tomorrow is: "In the 
-:: take .m get,tlJlg out of the Common Interes t." The objec­
;ommu~llst orblt of slavery and tives of the world organization 

White House Statement 

~ppresslOn." , 
, "Civilized mankind must never -peace, freedom and human WASHINGTON, Oct. 23-The . 

t> ; ,,'" t '" p~'ogrcss~are shared by men White House declared today I 

Special to The New York Times. 
ACID FREE 



the Soviet Union until its army 
of occupation had left 'Hungary. 

Mr. Meany spoke as president 
of the American Federation of 
Labor and Congress of Indus-

~ trial Organizations and as a 
United States delegates to the 
United Nations General As­
sembly. . 

His talk was broadcast over 
the facilities of American Broad­
casting :Jompany as a part of 
observances in the United States 
of the first anniversary of Hun­
~ary's ill-fated bid for freedom 
trom Soviet rule. 

A highlight of the commemor­
ative exercises in New York 
was the annual Freedom House 
dinner last night in the Shera­
ton-Astor Hotel. The Freedom 
Award was presented to the 
Hungarian Freedom Fighters. GERMAN.REDS VOID OLD CURRENCY: , Residents crowded the conversion centers 

in East Berlin last week to turn in East marks and obtain new currency. The shift was 
announced on Sunday, Oct. 13, without prior notice, by Premier Otto Grotewohl. Action 
wiped out East German money held ill West Berlin, said to be more than $825,000. 

Senator John F. Kennedy, 
Democrat of Massaehusetts, a 
speaker at the dinner, said the 
date was one "that will live for­
ever in the annals of free men 
and nations-a day of ' courage . 
, .nd of conscienec and of tri- tlO~s funds to care for Hun- of the world cannot but be James C. Hagerty, press secre-
ilmph." ganan :efugees. He added that troubled by the tragic situation tary, said : ' 

In presenting the award, th.e Umted states. should per- in Hungary," he continued "but "A year ago ' today the Hun-
1'racy S Voorhees as personal mit more Hunganan refugees. ..' garian people attempted to 
3'epresentative of President Ei- to ~nter and should make work If the suffermgs .m that ~a~d establish a free government of 
,enhower, rea da message from available to them. have not been relleved, t~IS . IS their own choice. Ti}eir attempt 
the White House. In his speech, Senator Ken- not so m~ch the !,esponslblh.ty was ruthlessly and brutally 

"All Americans, as well nedy scored what he said was of the Umted Nations as of Its crushed by the armed forces of 
free people the world over, will the indecision of the ' West to men:bers wh<? are not prepared their Communist oppressors . 

. ~member this historic event not act when the Hungarians re- to nsk a thlr~ ,:,,"orld war for "All Americans as well as 
-only with deep sorrow for the volted. He said the Hungarians the s.ake of rellevll~g Hungary." free people the world over will 
,acrifice of the young people, had received offers that were P:mce Wan \ya:thayakon of remember these historic events 
but with feeling 'for deep respect "only cruel .disillusionment of Thailand, commlsslOned by t~e not only with sorrow for the 
for their ' outstanding courage," 'all assistance short Of. help.''' ?eneral Ass~mbly to ~ry to gam sacrifices of the Hungarian peo-
ihe message said. , Senator Kennedy quoted from lI?plementat:on of It~ resolu- pIe but with feelings of deep 

Ch h Ma k 0 l G tt b Add bons regardmg the Withdrawal respect for their outstanding 
_. urc es r ccas on s e ys urg ress, of Soviet troops and the res- ., 
, ~Other me~ori~ls were held in asking that "we here highly re- toration of normal liberties to coura._g_e_'-_______ _ 
~urches here and elsewhere in solve ~at ~hese, de!d * s~all l1~t the Hungarian people, had no -- -' 
~e nation. '. ' ."1 have died m., ~am * • .' It 1S progress to report. He is con-
; 1vfr. Meany, in his address, de- for .,us the hvmg .. to be tinuing talks . with members of 
20unced what he termed the de~lcated to ~~ u.nfmlshed work the Hungarian delegation, he 

, 'monstrous hypocrisy" of Mos- WhlChd 1!,Jey so nobly ad- said, and still hopes to visit 
~ow's proposed desire for co- vance . Moscow. 
lxistence with the rest of the Henry Cabot Lodge of the 
world. . U. N. Marks Anniversary United States declared that , 

Heasserted that "the brutal special to The New York Times, "nothing short of war could 
Soviet assault against Hungary UNITED NATIONS, N. Y:, have prevented the Soviet Union 
,l;1.0:ved . th~re is no room for Oct. 23-Messages marking the from, once again crushing ~un­
!;oclal Jus~lce or ·freedom a.nd first anniversary of the Hun- ga~ s freedom. But t~e Umt,ed 
thatthere 1S no, esc:;pe from m- gaFian revolt were issued here Nabor:s . ~xposed this . Soviet 

. 1lum~n opp.resslOn m the Com- today and received from st t _ br~tality , m all its de.talls, and 
tnumst orbit." . ~ es tWice mondemned it by over-

H,e declared that the h1l;r;,h m~~rOf {,:;I\~US :~:rber o~at~n!; whelming votes. Thereby. it 
~:vlet measures ta~en agamst Zealand, President ~f the G:n- struck a po:verful blow agal,nst 
/.ungary were inspired by fear eral Assembly n ted that th the reputatlOn of commumsm 

!,hat the Hungarian rev?lt theme of the 195~ United N.a: throughout the world." 
• showed ~he pat? for countnes tions Day tomorrow is: "In the 
_0 take .m get.tmg out of the Common Interest" Th b ' _ ~Vhite House Statement 
<;ommumst orbit of slavery and ' . e ,0 J~c . 
~ppression," tlves of the world orgamzatlOn Special to The New York Times. 
. "Civilized mankind must never freedom and human WASHINGTON, Oct. 23-The 
forget and never forgive the ,shared by men White House declared today 
Communist tortures deporta- . . ' goodWill everywhere, he that the free world never would 
tions and murders of 'Hungary' sa:d, "but we also have ample forget the sacrifices and cout:-
bravest sons and daughters " eVldenc~ that they are not easy age in the Hungarians' revolt. , 
continued. ,to attam." . A formal statement, issued by 

. '''I~he conscience of the people!=============;= 
_ Bids U. N. Expel Delegates ==-.---- _ L 

Mr. Meany . urged leaders of 
the Asian and African nations 
that had won their freedQm re­
cently to "take the lead in hav­
ing the twelfth United Nations 
General Assembly unseat the 

'Hungarian delegati ton - hand­
picked and handcuffed by Mos-
cow.1) . 

Mr. Meany asked United Na-
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FREEDOM'S ADVOCATE by Aaron Levenstein in collaboration 

[
with William Agar - New York: The Viking Press 

2 ~ 2 Freedom's Advocate 

~~mcnt of what the W cstcrn nations had actually donc ~h(1\\ ( .' 
\hocking picturc. "\Ve can do nothing for the oo,"X.'O .. n 
dam Fighters killed by the Rllssians," saId Freedom House III 

full-page newspaper advertiscmCllt. "Apparcntly we can do not} 
ing about the 46,000 youth thc\ deported to Siberia, nor the 12 

000 youths kept in concentrai Ion camps within Hungary, Ill. 

about the daily executiom wlthm Hungary. Surely, we can dt 
more than we have for tho,( \\ iln escaped with their harc llve~. 
111c advcrhscmclIt contaJl1l'd :.t IlTllque table of what each 01 

eleven free countries was dO lll,! I II Iwmg the ratio of rcfUE;Cl' 
admitted, to total population ami "lldtlOllal income. The UDlte(· 
States ranked low indeed. For ew,\ .0 'J,ocx dollars of nation,!1 
income, SWitzerland had taken 1,/_ ;'i It} 1~7. Canada 81, Britain 
48-and the United States 9. 

In 1957 there was no unccrtamh ... bout the recipIent of tIll 
Freedom Award. Some thirty American organizations joined With 
Freedom House as Joseph Koevago, the former mayor of Budape" 
who had spent six years in Communist prisons, received on hehail 
of his compatriots a plaque on whIch was engraved: "To thi 
Hungarian Freedom Fighters--a tribute to the living and dead 
whose historic acts of heroism challenged So")et tanh and tynllll\ 
-presented by American organizations on the first 3IJnivl'r~rv 01 

the rcvolt in Hungary-Freedom I louse-New Y ork-October :2 ~ \ 

1957." The formal presentation was made by Tracy Voorhee:­
President Eisenhower's rx:rsonal representativc. >\ dlstingllishc{ 
cast of American actors presented a dramatization by BenT' 
Denker of James A. Michener's The Bridge at Andau (l'\cw Yor~ 
Random House, 1957). A cablegram rcceived that day wa~ read 

From here at Andau on this first anniversar) of the IIut. 
garian revolution we send grcctmgs to the participants I' 

the Freedom House commemoration dinner. \\'( kr! 
particularly appropnatc on tIllS occasion that \Ve also ,all • 
your dinncr chairnlan. Leo Cherne, wh()~e first-h;> ,, ' repo 
"n the Hungarian revolutIOn JIlspired millions ,,! 'lilt m .j 

lpen tl eir hearts to their brnthcr\ m HI. 1 J f' .Id .. 
• nd watchtowCT\ J'ld l.'lIIll f,ci 1 " )(' • 



2J2 Freedom's Advocate 

.. ment of what the Western nations had actually done show~d • 
shocking picture. "We can do nothing for the 60,000 F ~ 
dom Fighters killed by the Russians," said Freedom House in A 

full-page newspaper advertisement. "Apparently we can do noth 
ing about the 46,000 youths they deported to Siberia, ncr the 11. 
000 youths kept in concentration camps within Hungary, no r 

about the daily executions within Hungary. Surely, we can do 
more than we h:lVe for those who escaped with thei:- bare lives," 
The advertisement contained a unique table of what each of 
eleven free countries was dom~. showing the ratio of refugee. 
admitted, to total population and to national income. 'The United 
States ranked low indeed. For C'\"et'Y 100,000,000 dollars of national 
income, Switzerland had taken 19:: . luad 187, Canada 81, Britain 
4S-and the United States 9. 

In 1957 there was no uncertainty about the recipient of the 
Freedom Award. Scrne thirty American organizations joined with 
Freedom House as Joseph Koevago, the former mayor of Budapest 
who had spent six years in Communist prisons, received on behalf 
of his compatriots a plaque on which was engraved: "To th t' 
Hungarian Freedom Fighters-a tribute to the living and dead 
whose historic acts of heroism challenged Soviet tanks and tyranl1~ 
-presented by American organizations on the first anniversary ot 
the revolt in Hungary-Freedom House-New York-October lJ. 
1957." The formal presentation was made by Tracy Voorhees. 
President Eisenhower's personal representative. A distinguished 
cast of American actors presented 2 dramati7..ation by Henn 
Denker of James A. Michener's The Bridge at Andau (New York 
Random House, 1957). A cablegrnm received that day was read 

From here at Andau on this first anniversary of the Hun 
garian revolution we send greetings to the participants in 
the Freedom House commemoration dinner. We feel j! 

particularly appropriate on this occasion that we also salut· 
your dinner chairnlan, Leo Cherne, whose first-hand repor 
rm the Hungarian revolution inspired millions 01 :\mericaD 
IJ;' ~ their hearts to their brothers in HUHVf\ f\arbeo. ' 
~ aDd watchtowers ;m.i mine fields at t k ht.n;In a' , 
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