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serious lacklof coordinasted planning for the settlement«of displaced“
persons in New Jersey commnnities Was raised. Diseussion resultod in

a resolution at the Town meeting asking the Ceuneil to make this problem
one of its concerns during this year.~ Accmrdingly, e-Bisplaced Persons

" Committee was set up; the first meetingyof which was held in March 1949.

The following goals were_adoptedr

(1) To urge the formation of a New Jersey State. Commigsion on
Displa®&d Persons. : G s .

(2) To ascertailn facts reéerding'varieus pnases of: the Displaced
Persons program. These to include number of persons admitted,
number expected, need for these persons, organizations work-
ing on their behsalf natlionally.and' loeally, the plans developed
or developlng to help in their adjustment.

(3) To educate and involve lodal communities 30 that they mey
assume responsibility for helping in the adjustment of
newcomers.

Immediate action was taken iIn the matter of urging the setting. up
of a State Commission. The Board of the Council had already communicated
with the Governor in regard to it. Another.letter was sent including
recommendations agreed upon by the Committee and referrintho what has
been done by other states to establish such commissions. Letters were
sent to soclal agencles throughout the state suggesting that they tske
similar action, communicating with the Governor. Representatives of the
Committee conferred with a member of the New York State Commission on
Displaced Persons to learn in detall about the plan in New York.. When
Governor Driscoll appointed a State Commlission in May we were gratified
to learn thaet Mrs. Waterbury had been named a member. The point of view

of the Gommittee was presented at the first meeting of the State Commis-«

sion in June .

(




ions met to discuss the needs of displaced persons in the state~andythe

function of a State Commission. New Jersey became one of the first, two

states in the country to seek state-wide opinion on this importsnt metter.)'i

The Committee was ably represented by Mrs. Waterbury who led one of the
three panel discussions and by Mrs. Anne Darling who assisted Mr. Abeles,

chairman of the Conference Committee.

To expdore and develop Objectives 2 and 3, sub-oommitteeskwere set

up, one on fact finding, and one on education.

The Commlttee Has kept closely in touch with the National Citizens
Committee on Displaced Persdns; cooperating with its'requests for pressure
on the national level to liberalize the Displaced Persons Act. A reso-
lution supporting the principles of legislation embodied in the McGrath-
Neely and Cellar Bills was passed by the Board of the Welfsre Council upon
the Committes's recommendation, and coples were sent to Congressmen con-

cerned. Their replied were forwarded to the National Committee.

The manner in which the Gomnittee can best cooperate with the\
efforts of the State Commission'ss they develon end the way in which it
may stimulate the Commission"to needed activity are major concerns st the
present time. We are deeply lmpressed with the necessity for greater
public awareness of the‘problems of the displsoed person,_witﬁ the need
for organization on the community level particularly in sections of the
state where the resources of social agencles are-not easily availabie,

with the nedessity for clearer definition of the degnee to which the ‘

displaced person is entitled to publie assistance without becoming deport-
able .



Diaplaced Persons arrive already prediap@#eﬂkto ‘become useful«
Citizens. Our Committee‘is feeling its way into a~big job in an effort

to help them become Just that,‘and/to make them feel that New Jersey 1is

a2 good place in which to become a good American citizen.
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Respectfully submitted,




