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he caught a herIYY cold, and it neyer left him. It sccllwd to take 
hold of evcry part of his system-a lmll cough-heavy night-sweats 
folluwed frolll II' hieh the doctors could giyc him no relief. Yet I was 
lWllcfnl until the last, and encouraged him, for I could not rcalize 
that he had consumption, but so it proyec1 to he, f.\llc11 think at the 
end of the Junior year he left us to return no more. Some kind 
friclllls at Wilmington had opened their home that his spirit might ilnc1 
rest amI recovc1'Y, 01' that at least it shonld pass to his 3Iaster in the 
midst of its comforts and endearments. God will SUl'cly bless the 
Imncls that sllloothed thus his dying pillow. One feature was jlul'l'kecl 

in hi" life.' he Hmde friends-fast and true friemls-whercHr he 
anc1lm(l11ot sicknelis ill college taken away his energy, he must have 
graduated with success, and filled some high and useful position. lJe 
was a H;ry pleasant classmatc find companion, a cheerful and loving' 
room-mate. lIe loyed his Lord and Master, yet was ever UllostClltfL
tiOllS in his religion; and I am glad to know died patient and resigned 
to the of his Gm1. \Vhat matter then that he has gone, as yon 
an(\ I will soon IHLVC to go? \Vhy should sorrow save for the 
pleasftnt companiollship we miss? He did not, it is trne, reach the goal 
of hili hopes; hc did not graduate with his class tt) ill! some useful 
ileld in the Gospel ministry; but if he did not reach the making of 
many books, or that study which is a weariness of the flesh, he t1id 
hear and learll the conclusion of the whole matter-" To fear God 
and keep his commandments, which is the whole duty of !llan." 

JA::\IES ROnBIXS SClIAXCK. 

[From the PRINCETON STANDARD.] 

A gloom has been cast oyer town, especially over our circle of 
ynl1ng people, by the sudden death of.r. HO]J1Jins Schanck, the oldest 
son of Ilr. J. 1:3. Schanck, Professor of Chemistry in the College. He 
die,] on I\' edncsday afternoon of dysentery, after an illness of tell 
days, in his father's house in this place. 

The llcceasell was a comely and lovely young man, having arrivcd 
at the age of manhood in April last, and was graduated at Nassau 
Hall in June last. IIe hall j mit J'l'tnl'llell frollla summer visit at' 
Lenox, :!Hass., where he 11ml spent several joyfully among his 
friends. lIe ,','as expecting very soon to enter the SChool of Science, 
in Columbia College, New York. 

The death of so pure, so guileless, so obedient, so affectionate a son, 
as this young man was, is a severe stroke upon his mother and ilLther, 
who loved him as none other coul(11ov8. 

This visitation of Diyine Providence adlIrcsscs a solemn warning 
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to the youthful companions of the deceased, in College and in the 
town. He passed through College without a taint to his innocency. 
What an example was his moral life! He was a Christian from 
infancy. 

CLASS RESOLUTIONS. 

His funeral will be attended from 1ilie First Church to-lllorrow 
(Saturday) at half-past two. 

At a meeting of the members of the Class of '65, of the College of 
New Jersey, held at Princeton, Sept. 20, the following resolutions 
were unanimously adopted :-

Whe1'ws, God, in the mystery of his Providence, has removed from 
our number a friend and classmate dear to each of our hearts j and 
whereas, our Saviour has told us by his own blessed example to shed 
the tear of sorrow over the graves of departed loved ones j therefore, 

Resolved, That in the death of our brother, J. ROBBINS SCHANCK, 
a circle of hearts which we fondly call" our Class," feels that it has 
lost a noble member, entwinell in its affections by his beautiful sim
plicity of character, his genial fellowship, and his Christian worth. 

Resolved, That we deeply deplore that just as he had hung up in 
his imagination the picture of his future and life-work, and stood 
gazing upon it with unfeigned delight, the cold hand of death should 
have drawn over his kindling eye the curtain of the tomb j yet we 
bless God that although this picture was ulotted out, he has left us 
one still more ueautiful in the memory of his blameless life. 

Resolved, That our class has lost a promising member, honored and 
dearly beloved j the community in which he lived a noble example of 
the Christian seholar; and humanity a life mighty in its secret power 
for good. 

Resolved. That we deeply sympathize with the afflicted parents and 
friends of our brother classmate, and would mingle our tears with 
theirs; while with them, too, we rejoice in the bright assurance that 
to him the grave was full of heavenly light, and that from its portals 
comes the cheering announcement, "It is well; it is welL" 

Resol!)ul, That a copy of these resolutions ue sent to the family of 
the deceased, and that they ue published in the "Princeton Standard." . 

T. W. HUNT, 
A. MACMARTIN, 
J. S. JESSUP, 
I. B. MULFORD, 
1\1. H. CALKINS, 
JOS. ]\1. GREEXE, 
J. CARRINGTOX. 
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l!ESOLUTIONS OF TIIE CLIOSOPIIrC SOCIETY. 

Thc Cliosophic Society beillg called by the Providence of God to 
mourn the death of onr I:Itc fellow -member, J. HOBllINS SCHANCK: 

Re.w/Dcd, 1st. That we record the high estimation in which he was 
held universally for uncommon purity and excellcnce of character. 
His kindness and gentleness-his eonscientionsness and consistency
his llOnomble and generous IJearing towards his fricmls and fallenv
students, as well as diligence and success ill his duties as a studont, 
made him a model to be admired and cmulrltc.llly all. 

2d. That ~we rlcll10l'e his untimely death, so unexpected and so 
severe. in tl,e sad bcreayemcnt with which it desolates his honored 
home, and rolls the world of one who promised ~well to adorn the 
~walks of science, and guide the cnterprise of men while bleS'iing tItem 
with the example of his Yirtues, and the radiance of his Christian life. 

3d. That we sympathize profoundly with the stricken family from 
which he has been taken, and tender to them, in our condolence, thc 
earnest hope that the richest consolation may be ministered to their 
sorrowing hearts, and that they may live to see this da1'k dispensation 
full of Divine goodness to them, all(l to us all, in leading us to 111'i7.8 
a ])ove all things else a p1'oscnt hold upon the immortality which is 
lll'lmgllt. to light in the gospel. 

4th. That these resolutions be published in the "IS cw York Ob-
8."1'\'('1''' and "Princeton Standard," and that a copy be sent to the 
family of the deceased. 

JOHN D. McGILL, 
W. R. HENDERSON, 
JAMES HOGE, 

Committee. 

RESOLUTIOXS OF THE A)IEIUCAN WHIG SOCIETY. 

'VHIG HALL, PRINCETON, N. J., Sept. 22, 1865. 

TVlwl'ea8, The memhers of the American IVhig Society desire to 
express the high regard and esteem in which they hold the memory 
of J. R. SCIIAXCK, whom it has pleased an All-\yise God to remove 
by death: 

And ~Dhel'ea8, They more especially desire to tender their sympathy 
to the bereaved friends of the deceased, since they know that earthly 
encomiums are worthless to him who has all'eacly received that highest 
plaudit, "IV ell done, good and faithful seryant." Therefore, 

Rewlt'ed, That we offer our sincere sympathy to our brethren of 
Clio Hall. That understanding full well their loss, we mourn with 
them this so early rcmo'nll of one whose past course as a gentleman, 



HISTORY OF THE CLM;S OF 18()."i. 65 

a scholar. and fI Christifln. 1m(1 ,,~armnt(,(l snch cOllfi(lent expectatioll 
that his futnr(, life \Yonld relied hig'h honor npon their institution. 

Reso/red, Tllat with the flLlllily of the deceased we most heartily 
sympathize, assuring them that 0111' wonls fll'C not merl'ly formal aud 
unllleaning, but express on]' 1I(,:11'tJe11. scntiments. Bnt while \ye 
lamcnt his l1qmrture, we at t.he same time rejoice ,yith them that he. 
\1']10 while here so fH1o]']wd the Christian profession, now among thE' 
rc(1('eme(1 saints adorns the ~ ew .Terusalem. 

RI:8ul1:erl, That :1 CO]ly of tllese resolutions be scnt to the fam\ly of 
the (leceflsed, allll to Clio Hall, amI that they lJc pul)1ishcd in the 
" Princeton Stamlanl" and "~cw York OI),c1'v('r." 

M. K. EL:lITm, X. J. 
J, K. COWEN, OHIO, 
S. W. LO~L\'X, V~L 

[From the STANDARD,] 

IN MEMORIAM. 

J. HOBRIl\S SCIIANCK. 

His memory long will live alone 
] n a,ll our heartf', as lllournful light, 

That broods "bove the fallen sun, 
And dwells in heaven half the night. 

Committee. 

The (lying words of one of England's most loved amI lovely POdi;. 
\\'ere-" It is l)"lIutiful." To the ll\\l'U in heart \I'as grante(l, (en'll in 
the 1)olly, its pr(1)isl'll vision of the Creator, Father, amI ti,e lH'aH'llly 
\\'()rlll; the 111(,nt:11 eye, which rknth brightens ratller than dims. sn\y 
t:le glories of tile King of S,lints, and the ll0(ly rendere(l it, last ser
vice in conveying this description to sorrowing friend" and a weeping 
nation. 

In recnlling the life and death of our departed fricHll, we arc for· 
cibly remillllecl of these ton ching words; and conld 've cOlHlells(' in a 
"inglP expression the grateful recollcetiolls of his charneter wbieh fire 
floating in the memory, it would be simply this-It is Titautiful. 

The writer is no beliover in finite pcrfection. In this POq]" erring 
life of Ol1J'S, cOlllplete sanctification is not attainable. Bnt as the 
rClllemlJl'rmcc of t.he (lllC who has now" gone before," spreads itself 
ont to "iew, in all its frcshness an,l completencss, not one spot, or 
stain, 01' unhappy toneh, is visible upon the canvas. It fa.l1s sho]'t 
of the truth to say that even culogy is beg'::\'arly when offering a tri
uute to the memory of so ]lure a sonl ; ancl it sometimes seems 

5 

. "hn If n r:ln 
To pn! in wonl, tho grief one feels: 
For wonl~, like flntnrc, hnlf re\-ea.l. 
And half conceal the milld ,yilhin. ,; 
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It Ims ])C'cn we'll rPlllfu1,rd, that the college Efe of few young lllf'n 

"ill ue[l)' to be writtcn ill detail. None can doubt it. But among the 
fr~w ('xceptiolls, [lll ,v110 knew him ~will place the on(' ~whose 1<'ss W8 
mourn. Ill' ~was literally ~withont reproach. The petty ilHlnJgcnccs 
of appetite, and the 1'e,:tlcss violations of aeallcmic laws, almost as 
unin'l's[llly llrHctiserl, and, ill succeeding years, heartily Tl'llrlltcrl of, 
as there nre names upon a collcge roll, ncver for a lllOlllent chftngec1 
the gl1ildes81wss of his character, or malTed the record of his goor! 
name. His whole eOllrse ,vas a triumphant, though rarc, refutation 
of that mistakcn theory, that all young men mll~t amI will "sow their 
,yi]el oats" lleforc nITiving fully at thc ycnIs of mllllho(!ll. His man
hood hall an early birth. \vhile others wngllt enjoyment too often 
in preternatural ways, by stimulants and cxccsses, his ",-ere fonnel in 
the manlier sports of hunting and hoating; and the fair and rosy 
check and sparkling eye testified to more cntlmsiastic pleasure than 
the precursors of ,van and wasterl features eyer did or can bestow. 

Therc was n gentle rlignity in his lllaIlllGr whidl alwnys secured 
him respect; amI this, mlrlel1 to rare humility, frankness, and sympn
thy, malIc him joY(;,] by all. It is Hot sl1Tpri"dn,~ that sneh a eom-
1)inntion of (llmlitics slJOulc1 giYC him mnch inflnt;nc" over his COlll

panions. It ,''us pruycrlJial that be woult! bc listened to by rIling 
comrades, when they WGre in such f1 cOlldititm as only tu deride: the 
counsels of others. 

The writer knew him well; he never knew him to hnv8 an 
enemy. 

Ilis crowning virtue, however, and that which is now the greatest 
sonrcc of comfort, wHltOnt ,yhich imll'('c! th('1'O clJllld be in this sat! 
Lour no real consolation, ~was that he hat! mac]e his hody the temple 
of the lIoly Ghost. Y cry lJmutiful W1CS his reply to his )la"tor, when, 
on lJcing askeel if he loy<~d ,Jesus, he said, "Yes, I ha VB never known 
the time WlWll I llill not love Him." Such a confession is as rare as 
it is lJlcssell. Like Samuel amI Timothy, he early lJcc"llle the snbjcct 
of GOlI's renewing grace. That grace he nmgnitlcd by a life of purity 
anrl a trinl11111mnt (kath. Titus he glorified GOll, now 118 will enjoy 
him foreycl'. IVe need not a heathen to tell 118 t11,lt " life is not lllea

BurCLl by length of days." The ''{ol'll of God hath lll,cbn'll that eYell 
a child may llie r.ll Immlrcc1 years 01<1. He lives the longest who, in 
God's nllotted timt;, lins lived the nollleO't. The friends who hung 
over him in tcars, asked G O(! fur lifc-and God has grallted it to him. 
even length of days forever and cver-

" 'V ell done of God, to halYe the lot 
And giye him an the n".-cetne:::s 

To thpll1, the empty room and 
To him, the Heayen's completeness_ 



HISTORY OF THE CL_\SS OF 1865. 

" To theIn, his grnYc; to him the rows 
The mY8tic pn J 1.11 trees <"pring in ; 

To tIHnn, the 8i]~~"!:}(.:e in the lwuse ; 
'fo him, the ehoral singing." 

G7 

And now he enjoys the blest fruition of the pure in hrftl't. He sees 
GUll. lIe lives with God, and "thc,re we find him worthier to be 
Ioveel." 'Vhile in the memory of everyone who knew him affection 
rears an enduring cenotaph, to one most gentle, generons, awl pure; 
and inscrilJes within the hurd wre'1th engr,W8l1 npOll it, the uobler 
and now more cheering rcconl, through Christ, a conqueror. 

S. 

FROM DR. 1fACDO:<ALD. 

J amos Hobbins Schanck hall jnst arrived at manhooG, jnst passed 
his majority; had just finished his studics at College, having gJ'[l(luatcd 
with honor at the last Commencemeut; and was just about to lmve 
the parental roof to join a school, for the prosecution of an important 
branch of practical science. Thc nmllllcr in which he hall thus far 
acquitted himself justly inspired his friend~, and all ~who knew him, 
with the h.ighcst hopes. 

First of all, lct me say that for the last twclve years, that is, from his 
childhoocl, he has been under my observatioll as a pastor; and I have 
never, on any occasion, noticel1 anything in his habits, manners, con
versation, aUll deportment to ~which the most fastidious and censorious 
could take exception: And I can hear, on inquiry, of no different 
testimony, even from those who had opportunities of obscrving him 
more closely, not excepting' those who werc the pla,ymatcs of his chilel
hood amI youth, who arc so quid< to detect the faults and weaknesses 
of their companions. \'{!tile connected with tlle College (I have it 
from the highest authority), he ncglected no duty; ho was as faithful 
in one branch of study as <111Ot11er, he violated uo rule, in any instance, 
calling for thc notice of the faculty in charge. And what is m(lre re
markablc still (anel this I have from the best sourees of information), 
he was just liS scrupulol1s in respect to tho d nUl's which (]evolved on 
him in the family; never, from his earliest childhood, rcquiring any
thing ,\l!iclt pass os 1111(1er the name of pnnishmcnt or discipline. It 
was suflicient for him to know t11,lt a thing was estccmcd wrong, or 
disapproved, by his parents, to lead him to avoid it; or, that a tlJing 
was esteemec! right hy them, to lead him to try to practise it. He had 
a refinement and delicacy of feelillg, w hieh mmsccl him to shrink, as 
if instinctively, from whatever was Clll1l'Se and vulgnr. This extended 
to the books he perused. He had no animosities. He treated his supe
riors with a becoming c1l'fc]'cllce, his eqnals with ullvltryillg killllncss 
and cOllsideration. He brought the purity and simplicity of childhood 
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lip into the lHfll1hoorl on ,yhich he hml entered, presenting ft rernnrk
allIe, and fiomcwlwt iJwxplicallle, as,wll111Iage of tIle most pleasing 
clelllcnts of character. There was in him no aft'cctnti(lll of manliness, 
nor shame of childlike affections a11(1 tastes. I am aware tlmt I am 
"lying that which can vcry rarely be said, with trutll, of any onc of 
OU]' \H'ak 11l1l11an race. Bnt I woulll not say thesc things if I llid not 
llelieve they were tnw an(1 jnst, ane! (lugllt to Ill' pronollllccll, not so 
much for the honor of the dea,d, as for the uellciit of the living. 

lIe hacl repeatee]]y declarerl his faith in, and love for our hlessed 
Lord, alHllmll seriously cOllsielerec1 his cIuty of coming to tile Lo]'(l's 
t>lble. His >ll'SCllCe from home ~\Yas all, prolm hly, that himlered his 
nniting with ns on the Jast occasion of the administration of the onli
nance. Had it pleased the Great Disposer to prolong his life nntil 
the next occasiolJ, he would doubtless have been found sitting with us 
at the imcrpd feast. You will not, therefore, be surprised to heal' witat 
I am al)out to tell you of the state of his mind, in immediate prospect 
of (lea til. Such were the Tnyages of (lisease in his system, that his 
mind lUl!l wamlered considerably; but when I saw llim, he ,nlS per
fectly clear, and his Call1lll('SS such as no other person present, not 
excepting the sppaker, seemed ahle to commal1(l. 

After expressing my BOrrow at finding him so ill, I questioned him 
as to his hopes in regard to the future 11'01'1(1. lIe told me that he pllt 
all his trust in Christ; that tho blood of Christ was unspeakably pre
cious to him. He did not, I was rejoicecl to discover, in that solemn 
hour, look back for hope of acceptance with God to his singularly 
llloral anel blameless life. His eyes had been opeened to see that he 
l1eeclccl a hetter righteousness. He tolrlme that he felt the Gooel Shep
henl was with him to comfort him. He spoke of the sweptness and 
strength he found ill the Divine promises. I WflS told that in the 
watches of the preceding night he had been repeating the wonls, "Let 
not your hearts be troubled; yo believe in God, llclieve also in me ; in 
my Pather's house are many mansions; I go to prepare a place for 
rou," etc., and other promises on "'hich he rested. To my (1 nestion, 
Do you lcwe .Tesus? he promptly, aUlI with em]lhasis, replied: " I do ; 
and do not remember the time when I did not love him." I left him, 
unable to lJring myself to belieye that I should sec his face no more. 

RANDOLPII S. HOACIHJ. 

PROCEEDIXGS OF TIlE INDIANAPOLIS KI.R. 

According to prCyiOllS adjournment, the secoml meeting of the bar 
of thc county to take action in reference to the (leecase of Randolph S. 
Roache, E~q., was held July 1Uth, at nino o'clock, Judge George II. 
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Chapman presiding. The Committee on Resolutions reported the fol
lowing through their chairman, lUI'. Ezukiel ~L }IcDonald, ,yhich 
were unanimously adopted :-

vV HEHBAS, The mysterious dispensation of Divine Providence has 
suddenly removed from our midst our young brother, Handolph S. 
Roache, ~who, though recently admitted to the bar, lmcl, by his gentle
manly bearing, his selwlnrly attainments, and his unsullied mom! 
character, already gained our unreserved respect and mlmimtion; 
therefore 

Resolved, That while we recognize in this visitation thc hand of the 
All-wise Ruler, and meekly submit to his decree, we at the same time 
arc bowed down in grief at the early death of one ~whose many virtues 
and brigbt intellect gavc promise of great usefulness to the world, and 
honor to the profession of the law. 

Re8olved, That in his death we have lost one whom we hacllearnec1 
to trust; that literature has lost a devoted though youthful patron; 
our noble profession an i11l1nstriolls and promising member, and our 
Christian religion a firm and adherent supporter. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, certified by the President 
and Secretary of this meeting, lJG presented to the parents of the cle
ceased with the sincere condolence of the members of the bar with 
them in tllcir irreparable loss. 

E. 1\1. MeDON ALD, 
DAVID McDOX ALD, 
E. F. RITTER. 

Judge Dayid McDonald, of the United States District Court. fol
lowed the adoption of the above paper in a very feeling adrlrcss, re
ferring to his associations in the law school with the deceased, and 
the lUany virtues he possessed, with the traits of character which imli
cated a promising futurc for him. 

The following is the address of Judge McDonalcl :-
" I would do violence to my feelings and Ml"cctiollS were I to be 

silent on the present mournful oecaHion. Indeed, it appears to me 
eminently fitting tlult I should bear telitimony to the ~wortll of our de
parted brother. For the last two years an interesting and intimate 
relation existed bet ween him and mo-tlmt of instructor and sturlcllt 
in the science of law. This relatioll, wllilo it ondeared Randolph S. 
Roachc to me, gavc me full opportunity to judge of his intellectual 
and llloral worth. During my life I have lle(,ll engaged in instructing 
SOllle two or three hUllllrecl young men in the learning of our profes
sion, more than half of whom, alas! are now dead, and I do llore 
solcmnly deelare that of all that number none has appeared to me 
more worthy of my esteem anll allmiratioll than Hanclolph S. HOllcho. 

5* 
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He possessed fine attainments in collegiate learning; his literary ta8te 
WleS pure and refined; his intellect ,nlR clear and strong; in manners 
he was humhle, gentle, amiable; in morals hc was perfectly pure and 
stainless. 

" On occasions like the present, we sometimes feel uncleI' a little 
embarrassment on account of some stain or defect in the character of 
tlle persoll to whose memory we aro paying the last tribute of onr 
respect. But on the present occasion we can feel no such restraint. 
Here we cannot exaggerate. Our departed brother was a model young 
man. Our respect for his memory cannot be too great. His intcl. 
lect, his loarning, his manners, and his virtues, were such that the 
highest praise ,ye can give him can scarcely reach the height of his 
merits. 

" I feel deeply sensilJle of the great loss which our profession has 
sustained in tlll' untimely death of this admirahle and excellent young 
man. 

" But 1'1'Om our own sorrow, we naturally turn to the weight of woe 
\yhich overwhelms his llisconwhte parents. There are some things 
which can only be learned hr experience. Those of us who have only 
lost jlarents, lJrothers, sisters, and more distant kindred, cannot fully 
appreciate the sorrow that desolates the heart of a kind parent upon 
thc death of a hcloved child. The jlresent case is eminently distress
ing to tho hercavccl parents. He was just arrived at manhood. lIe 
hall lmt just finished his classical and legal education. He was just 
entering upon an hOllontlJle profession, which, with his tlt!cnts and 
attainments, could not hut promise him llistinctioll and happiness. 
Under such circumstances, the loss to the parents is irrqmrahle, and 
the grief overwhelming. They have, however, this blessed consola· 
tion, that their son w"s an honor to thcir name; that he survives in a 
'fairer laml than ours;' and that they may meet him again in that 
'lwtter country' where' therc shall lJe no more death, neither sorrow 
nor crying.' And while we sympathize with the parents, we rejoice 
that this blessed hope can mitigate and palliate eyen their unutterable 
'SOl'l'O'\~. " 

lIon. Joseph E. McDonald, the business partner of A. L. HO[lche, 
returned the thanks of the family for the trihute paid their son, and 
added his own testimony to the worth and ability of the deceased. 

The meeting was closcll with a very touching and eloquent tribute 
from .:lIajor O. M. Wilson. 

The bar was very fully represented, amI at the funeral a very large 
number attemlec1, evincing the universal regret felt by the professional 
;l'osociates of the late ,Ur. Roache at his seemingly premature death. 
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LETT}3R FROU DR. MACLEAN. 

The following Jetter, from the Presidcnt of the College of New J c)'

sey, where Mr. Roachc graduated, cvinces the high regm'd he gained 
during his college course :-

COLLEGE OF NEW .JERSEY, PRTXOEl'O~, July 240, 18G7, 
REV. AKD DEAR SIR: 

Before the receipt of your favor of the 20th instant, I had received 
the painful intelligence conveyed in your letter, respecting the late }Ir. 
Handolllh S. Hoache. From what I had previously heltrd of the state 
of his health, I w,~s not surprised to hear of his death; yet I am truly 
grieved, that a young man of so much promise, and so c1eservcclly 
esteemed 11y his friends, should have been taken away, just as he was 
rea(ly to enter upon the more pulllie dnties of life. :ThIost sinccrely do 
I sympathize with his bereaved parents, and with the other members 
of the family, in their deep affliction; and I humbly I1IaY our Heavenly 
Father to sustain and comi()rt them under this sore trial. Please to 
convey to them the expression of my unfeigned sympathy. 

As you are probably aware, lUI'. Roache entered this cullcge in the 
summer of 1863, as a member of the Junior Class, and he was admitted 
to the first degree in the Arts at the annual Commencement of 18G5, 
on "which occasion helmd the honor of delivering the English Saluta
tory Oration. During the two years he spent at this institution, he 
was distinguished for his correct and exemplary deportment, for his 
attention to his studies, and for his proficiency in them. He was helll 
in sincere respect and esteem by his teachers and his fellow students, 
and with true affection by those Intimntely acqllaintcd with him. 

I have not heard of his religious views and experience since he left 
college, but from what I knew of him when he was here, I have mnch 
comfort in believing that he has departed in the faith and hope of the 
gospel; and that his spirit is now with Christ his Saviour. 

Most sincerely and respectfully yours, 
JOH:~ lIJACLEAN. 

REV. J. II. NIXON. 

Rev. J. II. Nixon preached an impressive discourse from Isaiah 
xl. 30, 31, copies of which most of us have received. 

ALEXANDER GIBBY. 

FRO>! HIS PASTOR. 

Alexander Gibby was born at Railway, N. J., Feb. 5, 184,), ami 
died at the same place April 7, 18G8. At a very early age he mani· 
fested unusual talents, and those wlto were associated with him in the 
rcJation of teacher, classmate, or friend, can attest how assiduously 
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he improved the ample opportunities he enjoyed for the acquisition of 
a thorough education. He acquired knowledge with little effort, and, 
contrary to the general rule i;n such cases, retained everything he had 
learned, thus giving promise of a brilliant future. From his infancy 
he exhibited a strong moral character, which gradually refined into a 
Christian profession. From childhood he was noted for his puncti
lious truthfulness. Faithful to his promises and duties he became a 
shining example and light to all his associates. One of his most cha
racteristic traits was a conscientious regard for the feelings of others, 
nowhere more apparent than in his college relations. 

Having spent several years at the ~fodel School of Trenton, where, 
under the excellent tuition of Professors Geo. W. Plympton and 
Rufus Sheldon, he attained proficiency in civil engineering, and was 
thoroughly prepared for college j he entered the Freshman class in the 
fall of 1861. He remained in college until the end of the Sophomore 
year, when he was obliged to discontinue his.studies in consequence 
of a hemorrhage of the lungs caused by running rapidly from the depot 
in Trenton to the Mercer County Court House, a distance of over a 
mile, to hear the summing up by Edwin James for the prisoner Lewis, 
on trial for the murder of the jeweller James Rowand, at Princeton. 
The hemorrhage was thought to be temporary, and the attempt to pur
sue the studies of the Junior year brought on a violent return of the 
difficulty, and in his own words scaled his sad fate. He ever retained 
the liveliest affection for his Alma Mater, and felt the keenest interest in 
her welfare. By advice of his physician he spent nearly a year, from 
Dec. 7, 1863, to following August, upon a trip which included the 
Bahama Islands, New Orleans, anc1 the IVestern States, which seemed 
to improve him greatly. Returning to Rahway, he was persuac1ed to 
engage in the real estate brokerage business, in order that his thoughts 
might be diverted from his infirmities, without an undue tax upon his 
strrngth, but his physical strength continued to fail from day to day 
until God summoned him from his earthly sphere of duty to a higher 
and eternal mission. In his c1eath we realize the loss of a valuable 
member of the community and the church j one whose talents and 
conscientious regard for duty promisec1 a life of usefulness and bright 
example of industry anc1 enterprise; one who has sustained an untar
nished reputation for integrity and every virtue. As a relative and 
friend, he was faithful, loving, and true j as a Christian, sincere and 
consistent. Devotec1ly attached to his church, faithful to her orc1i
nances, firm in the faith, his religion was a reality. He had no fear 
of death. Full of faith and patience, his last words, "~fy sun ",yill 
soon be setting j" "Come quickly, Lord j" "I will be free," proved 
his death to be a triumph, and we may ",yell chant over him the prean, 



73 

" Thanks be to GnLl who has giypn us the Yictorr," "Right clear in 
the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. " 

His funeral solemnities were held in St. Paul's Church, Rahway, 
and attended by a large concourse of mourning' citizens, 'who thus ex
pressed their high appreciation of his worth and character as well as 
their deep sense of the loss ther had sustained. His mortal remains 
were interred in the Hallway PrC'sbyterian Cemetery. His memory is 
emlmlmecl as preciolls in the hearts of those who knew him. 
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