' NAS~RUTGERS LANGUAGE AND ORIENTATION PROGRAM FOR HUNGARIAN SCHOLARS
Pourth Week - Peb. 10 & 1B, 196Y.

P,i. Open house at the Chaplain's home.
Special guest: Miss Janiee Harvey. Dr. and Mrs.
Joseph Slater were invited bui were unsble, at
the last minute, to eome. 9:00 o'elock adjourn~
ment te permit wateching “"The Lark" on the Dorm TV.

Hondsy, " 11 - 2 to 12 and 2 to 4: Language study.
Tuesday, " 12 - 9 to 12 and 2 to 4: Language study.

8:30 P.. Meeting with Dr. Ralph Henry Gabriel
of Yals. Subject: "American Civilization"

Wednesdsy," 13 - 9 to 12 and 2 to 4: Ianguage study.

Sunday, Feb. 10

Thuradsy, " 14 = 9 to 12 end 2 to 431 Language study.

Friday, " 15 - 9 to 12 and 2 %o 4: Lunguage study.

7330 P.ie. Hungarian pregram &t Agora, as guests
of the International Students Club.

Saturday, "™ 16 - A.M. Speecial langusge instruction for newcomers
and wasker members of the group.

Ihe Veek in Review

English Instructien

At the half-way mark in the course I have called on two of
the instructors to comment on the astatus of the language work.
Dr. Resnick reports as follows for the two beglnning sectlons:

"This week we began the second half of the text, "Let's
Learn English", a part dealing with American customs end family life
as seen in the activities of a typlcal Amerlcan family, the Robert
Dawsons. GLach lesson intreduces an average of 40 to 00 new words in
useful conversation patterns i1llustrative of bhasic grammaticel prin-
ciples. Some of the important points cevered during the week were
poasessives, the future tense with 'going te', object pronouns, short
answers with 'be' and 'de', the verdb ‘can', uses of prepositlions,
wordas like 'some', 'any', 'muck', and 'many'. There was constant re-
view of earlier work, especially negative and 1a$arro§ative sentences,
word order and drlll on pronunclation, especlally 'th' and 'v'.

During the week tape recordlngs were made of each student
reading a short paragresph, the recordings being played back several
times. A written quiz on Thursday produced results ranging from ex-
cellent to very weak. Each student wrote two compositions, some of
which were excellent, shewing ability to put teogether complete and
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Our woaker i . SWs oategories: those 'wie
late (four in memn ssem definitely te lack iinguisi
ability (eix, including three of the wives). They are being given
special help by Rutgers students almost every day from 11 te 12 er
S to 4, or on Saturdey mornings.

our good students have a working voecedbulary of over 500 words,
and can talk with reasonable facllity on simple everyday topics.
After they master the past tense (takenup in the f£ifth week), thal
should show & marked lmprovement in their abillity te communicate.

Twelve members ef the group are in the “advanced" section un-
der Dr. Bertin. He reports as followss

While most of the members of the Advanced Group began this
courase with a good knowledge of the most common grammatical construe~
tions, such as the tenses of the verbs and the various prenouns, in-
correct pronuncistion sometimes nullified the value of thelr past
studies. Among other wealnesses in the group were the problem of word
order (especially the placement of adverbs, prepositionsl phrases, snd
direct and indirect ebjects); the intonation of words and sentences;
difficulty in understanding English when speken st a normal rate of
speed; and difficulty in expressing themselves, primarily becsuse of
the lack of practice and secondarily because of inadequate voeabulary.

Class work has censisted primerily ef the following:

i. Intensive and repeated practice - individually, in chorus,
and frem the tape - of English sounds, individual letters, words, and
groups of words.

2. Exercises from Let's Learn English: sentence struoture,
grammar, and vocabulary. We have just started Practice Your English.
3. Dally eral reports by students on articles they have read in

current periodicals. These reports become the basis for discussion
both with regard to centent material and to language improvement.

4. Reading by the instructor of passages unfamiliar to students.
These passages are discussed in class wilthout the text being in the
hands of the students. Iater these passages are recerded on tapes, and
are copled as dictations by the studenta. Finally they are glven the
text te correot their dictations.

5. Twe conpositions are prepared each week. Samplé topics have
been My Autoblegraphy, My Best FPriend, My Ideal House, A Happy Memory,
Urban Life, Country Life, Liberty, Beauty.

6. Many of the dictations, artieles, and class discussions deal
with various aspects of American life.
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Conclusign: There has been a marked improvement in all sspects of
EﬁEIIEK%SEPraauneaatian,_;h;},mgiusran; has been uneven within the class,
has become mueh more intelligible. The akility and the willingr ;o
converse in English has progressed vepry gatisfactorily. The ub

to write, their best point at the begimming, has shown steady pregress.
Their orientation to Americe and to American life has been most grati-
fying. 1 think thelr adjustment has been due primarily te the fact
that they have been treated as intelligent adults and have never felt
that they were the objects of propesganda.

On Monday of the fourth week it loeked &s if our Rutgers and
Douglass students had suddenly given up on their part in the progrem.
The conversation groups were ready, as usual, but only & students
showed up. Greek Week was partly to blame - or rather, the prevail-
ing notion that during this particular week 1t i{s impessible to do
anything that might conflict with fraternity obligstions, reel or im-
agined. However, my fears for the rest of the week did not meterial-
ize. The word was spread among the barbariens, end an ample number of
students turned up for the remainder of the wesk.

Speeial Events

On Tuesday evening we had as our guest Dr. Ralph Gabriel,
Sterling Frofessor of History at Yale. ¢ had kindly sent a manuscript
in advance, which was translated into Hungarian with the week-end
assistance of one of the Academy employees. The manuscript was dlstri-
buted and read on Monday, and formed the basls of some discussion in
class on Tuesday. The evening meeting was intended to provide an op-
portunity for unhindered and unguided discussion on whatever aspects of
American life the group wished to discuss. The guestions indicated a
wide range of intereats - literary, economic, political, social -~ and
tended to be sc brosd and complex that simple end concise answers were
almost impossible. In my judgment, Dr. Gabriel's chief contribution
was himself, not what he szald elther in the prepared manuscrlpt or in
the question period. One had the impvession of being in the presence
of a true "gentleman and a scholar". Mention should be mede of the ade
mirable job of translation done by Dr. Thlery, who was precured almost
at the last moment, and who made what must have been a very difficult
Job look easy.

The other special event during the week was the Friday night
party of the International Students Club. A Hungsrisn progrem had
been planned, and our group was invited to come as specilal gucsts.
Actually it turned out that Mr. Temessy had te produce & pregram on a
few hours notice. Such plans as had been made by the olub fell flat,
and it was left to the guests to provide the program! Several members
of the Academy staff were present, and Dr. Atwoed expressed on behalf
of the Academy his appreciation of the welcome which the Hungarian greup
hsad received at Rutgers.



General Welfare
With the eourse at th& half-way point certain react
attitudes have e to appear, whie re to be expected

while they add t6 & director's worriés, may be considered a3 &vidiefie
ces of healthy adjustment to & new environment. It would be strange
if the freedom they are experiencing did not lead, in some instances,
to excess., This excess eppeared during the week in the form of one
member A.W.0N.L. for a 24 hour period, some members sleeping late and
missing out on a part of the scheduled 9 to 10 hour, some classwork
not being handed in promptly., I felt it necessary to remind the
group that a full use of the time set aslde for English instruction
was essentlal 1f they were to get the most out of this experience,
and that from now on we would expect people to be present and en
time for all regularly scheduled instructional periods.

Uncertainty as to where they are golng to be placed is un-
doubtedly respensible, in meny instances, for some of the aymptoms
mentioned above. We can blame them if they should find it difficult
to concentrate on the business at hand when the future is far from
clear. The newness of the Rutgers experience has wern off, the
Commons food is becoming common food, letters are arriving from
Hungary, job opportunities are being hunted and investigated, and
English can he a maddeningly confusing language. To all this must
be added the feeling which prompted this pleintive gquery: "When
begins here the Spring?"

As a reasonably old hand at Seminars for foreign students
I should say that this one - at mld-point - is running true to
form!



