Notterman - Adler interviewed by B. & F. Leefer

Sara lives in California now and is the oldest of the family of the original
settlers.

Q. When did you first hear about what was then Jersey Homestead;{

A. Through our parents, we heard beautiful stories about moving out to:the
country, with trees, and lawns, and a whole brand new house, all to ourselves.
At that time it was very luxurious to our ears. We looked forward to it. I
know I did. At that time we were living in Brooklyn in an apartment

Q. Do you have any idea about how your folks decided to come here, or what

was involved in the decision?

A. I don't remember very clearly how he heard. It was either from the news-
paper or the Union, the ILGWU. And he brought the news home, and discussed it
and dwelled on it, and found all the necessary information leading to the inter-
views and the meetings. We didn't know anybody else who was coming here until
we got here and then we made friends. We went to meetings, and everybody seemed
to enjoy the meetings, and we became friends and we all Tooked forward to coming
out here. We made one visit out here before we moved out, and it was in the
form of a picnic. There was no construction going on then. We just saw the
sites of where the houses would be, where the roads would go, where the factory
would be. I'm sure we heard speeches from Brown, Samuel J. Finkler, Harry Glantz,
etc. We got to meet all the VIPs. And all those people were really interested.
Those who couldn't make up their minds were here too. We moved here in 1936, and
I think we may have been out here in 1935.

Q. Do you remember about moving here? Do you remember about the circumstances
of the move, your first arrival, etc.?

A. Economics of the time were not too good. And I think this was not just a
problem with the Nottermans; it must have been a problem with all members of

the Union. And this was a way out for them to live nicely, come back to the
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earth, to the fresh air;'away~from subﬁays. There were many strikes in the
trade before;wé came ‘here. - The mohey wasn't very good. I think we had to
borrow money to move out; I think we came out separately. I think I rémember
coming by bus and some of Qs.camé out by truck; We came by bus and when we
came to Hightstown, and to me - what I saw was a movie sef. It Tooked 1like

a barren Dodge City. The first thing I saw was, I think, the Post Office -
which at that time was on the triangle (later there was a hardware store there)
but when I saw that Post Office, i was amazed. I said "THAT's a post officé;%\.
And there were no people. This was in August and I think it was Friday, the
13th, in 1936 - no people were out there. .It waé a very, very small town.

But then, as we drove and we came to Jersey Homesteads, amné I saw a desert,

no houses, no lawns, no trees, - and we came to our piece of property; the
house was not really completed at the time. We lived in it but it was not
really completed at the time, but there were no lawns. And I can see this

man standing there to greet us, and it was Oscar Nisnevitz. I don't think

his family had moved in yet, but he was there. ‘He was the engineer. I think
he was the only member of the Youth Group tﬁhﬁwwas<a1ready empToyed,here, and
he was the one who greeted us, and he came in and sort of he]héd us and made

us feel welcome.

Q. What was your first day and night 1n'your new'house like?

A. It was very, very exciting. Whét was difficult was shopping facilities.

I remember we had to‘depehd on someone coming in from Perrineville. You

see, the people in the area had to be a]erted.about what was happening. .In
Perrineville, in those years, it was like the Catski1f§ almost; there was a
little dark-haired man had a big‘groéery store, I think his name was Wolf,

and I can see him coming into the house from his car with a big basket of

all kinds of supplies. The 1oga1 coop grocery store was not yet in existence
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until more families came in , and we were #7. Also, every Friday or Saturday
night there was a party in somebody's garage (Did you get that from anybody?"
"Everybody") and beer flowed like water (We didn't get that from anybody"). 1
remember Harry Kaplan. They came later, but they had a whale of a party. How
old was I, I'm not going to tell you, but when I came here I had already grad-
uated from High School. In fact that was the year I graduated.

Q. You didn't have any trouble making friends here then, did you? Who were
your friends?

A. The Feintuck girls, Frances Nisnevitz, Grace Kaplan. 1I'l1 never forget
the night that Orson We1T§ had the Martians land in Grovers Mills, we all
piled into the couple of cars that were available - I think Max Wishnefsky

had a car, and I don't remember whether Irving Bach had a car, and we piled

in and took off to see if there was anything. and of course there was nothing,
but it was an interesting experience. |

Q. Did you ever work here?

A. Yes. When we came out here and the factory was more or less ready for
employment, more people were living in the community, and there were visitors.
For a while we all felt as though we were monkeys in a zoo. Those people who
had their kitchens facing front, were exposed to the outdoors. Cars with
tourists were coming to see this great cooperative colony and they were con-
stantly looking at us and watching us, and they also came to the Coop, to see
how a Coop factory functioned. And on weekends, especially, they would divide
the hours amongst all of us. We would work a couple of hours every weekend.

I don't remember what we were paid, but maybe $1 an hour, and I would work
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2 1/2 hours on Sunday. And in fact that s how we a]l started to work a 11tt1e
bit. We all felt comraq§h1p and we all wanted to do something ‘to- keep this th1ng
progressing the way we would 1ike it to progress. And I think, we were also very
pleased- that so many peopTe were curious and comfng to see what makes this town
alive. And I'm trying to remember - I think there was a Mr. Kazin (sp?) from
Washington and he was very active here for a'while. There were government
officials here and this one had several secretaries that kept things going. They
were here for many months, and they worked together with Harry Glantz, but he
was here every weekend and I think he was curious to learn what the world thinks
about us, to bring back to Washington. I worked there in that office for a
couple of years. Then we startedAthe Cooperétive Distributing Association, the
CDA whieh~it was known as around here, and that was located in the Brftﬁon House,
and they made it into a store and I used to work there. I used to be their
bookkeeper and Isaac Greengross managed the place and that all added to income
to the Coop. He had a salary, I had a salary and that's where I worked until I
decided to work in New York City. Iﬁ,those days it wasn't very comhdn to see
young people leave their folks and go work elsewhere . but gradually we did..
It was during the war in the mid-forties that I did that.
Q. What do yau remember about the failure of the Coop,‘and the factory®
‘A. It was very sad and people were terribly disi11usiehed. But most important,
I remember that the people who felt it most, that is the workers, that too many
people wanted to control the growth of the organiiation, to be the leader of the:
organization. Everybody wanted to be a leader and I think that's why the thing -
failed the way it did. Unfortunately, Eﬁerybody Wanted to be a foreman.
Q. Did you attend any of the meetings that preceeded the co]lapseL
A. No. My father did and I think it got to him a couple of years before‘it
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really folded comp]ete]y,.and he jUsf 1eft*because he couldn't tolerate it.
He was a very fine craftsman; a good worker.“-Actua]]y, whén‘he left Néw
York he was an- assistant to a ladies' designer. He}made samples. And when
he came here he was,just an operator. He came doWn a few pegs because he wanfed
to see something good: comé out of this coqperative'éo]ony. He was very senti-
mental about it.. But it didn't work out the way he wanted it to. Even so,
he never thought of']eaving. He lived here 15 years and commuted every day to.
New York to his same job that he had before... They grabbed him back becéuse
they didn't have too many craftsman around and he worked with;a'designer‘that
wanted him all the time. i
Q. What kept the family here after the‘factoryﬁfailed.?
A. I don't really know. What keeps anybbdy?{ There are some people that left
and then returned. ‘I left in 19474 I was;mafried’and then never returnédvto
live in Roosevelt. My husband was a medica]-éfudent and there was certaih]y
nothing for him here, and he chose t0'do'ﬂhatever it was and moved out here
and we are where we are because that's where‘he'chose to practice. I moved |
from here. When I worked in New York I. commutedx This was my home. |
Q. What I would like to find out from you, what was the glue that kept your
father here in Jersey Homesteads?
A. I think in his mind he still felt that Jersey Homesteads, the Coop, was
still intact. I think it was like 1living in a fantasy; it was being out in
the country. |

I think it was a belief they had,and'it-brought'them back to their youth,
what they had strived for in coop 1iving and their ideals. They couldn't
practice their ideals here, but Tiving here remfnded them of the "alte haim"

the old home, the old country. They started on the East Side, -and most of




