Grossman 6

What was your life like when you came here? Were you
You were involved. You and your husband were both involved in
the community.

Yes, very much, and yes.

And you wanted to be part of a cooperative.

Part . . . absolutely. 1In everything. Everything for the
welfare, the well-being of the community and the peonle in the
community. And it didn't make any differencey age, color, creed,
religion, just didn't make any difference.

But most of the peovle were, in fact, Jewish people.

Yes, but we had non-Jewish veople here too. And they were also
part and parcel of the community. We just didn't makej. When their
holidays came around, you went into their house to say Merry Christmas
and Happy Holiday to you and everything. It just didn't make any
difference. Everybody.. And the children, the children never knew
of . . . any form of bigotry to any other neonle. Because they wexe
were always all together.

What, when we think about Jewish idealists, of a coonerative
sort, Socialists, Labor people, whatever kind they were, evervbody,
I assume.had their own volitics.

Yes, vyes.

But they were all Jews. And they were all idealists, I would

guess.
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Yes, yves, they are, they were. Yes.

Um, so there were different wavs of being Jewish and we've
heard from other people that before there was a synagogue, there
was a Yiddish EEQEELE and your daughter went to that dsg¢hula.

Yes. Yes.

You wanted her to 3, { thke Aasghula.

Of course, ves. And there was a very nice one too. We had a
man come in. He didn't live in the community, but he used to come in
from New York,and he would teach the children. Then we got one
I think . . . and she . . . they moved in, acouvple moved in here.

I forgot their name. I think their name was Albach. I don't remember.
And she was involved in Jewish education, WNot Hebrew. Not religious
education. And she conducted a class. Then we had a few peonle. I

. Non o o :
think ylﬂ;ﬁ“v Welsmugfies was one of the peovle that helped out with

the Jewish children. And the children loved it. After . . . and they
used to meet in the school building, so we had no problem for housing
for a, for a Jewish school. We had got permission from the board of
education to have it there after school hours. So children would go
right in from one class to the other and get their education.

Now, when the . . . before the government got out of Roosevelt,
before the houses were sold,

Yes,

Was there a borough council? Was there a school board?
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Yes, yes. We had a . . . we had our own government body, ves.

And was Jack, your husband, involved in that from the beginning?

Yes, ves, oh, sure. Right away.

Yes.

Yes. 5So was I. I was president of the PTA so many years I
was afraid to die oresident.

But everybody belonged to the PTA.

Oh, ves.

Yes.

Whether you had children or not, you belonged to the PTA.

You belonged to the PTA.

You get what the meaning.

What other organizations did you get involved in?

Well, I was in the League of Women Voters.

There was a branch here in Roosevelt?

Yes, we had a branch of the League of Women Voters. I was
involved in the PTA, the Pioneer Women, the Zionist orga . . . the
League of Zionist Women, what else, I'm thinking, uh, uh. I also
worked on the election board for a couvle of vyears.

Uh huh.

I'm thinking. Oh, we organized summer nrograms for the children.
I was vart and parcel of that orogram. I'm thinking back. O©Oh, I

set un sewing classes, 4H program.
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It began with the social life. 3But in the beginning, Hightstown,
not only the Jewish community, the whole community was sort of, felt
that we were imposing our, on their traditional life., That they had.

Do you think that changed over the years as you lived here longer?

Yes, yes, because again, it began with social. Like you went to
a doctor in Hightstown, you went to a dentist in Hightstown. They
looked at us in the beginning like we had horns or something. But in
this one~-to.-one relationship that you develoved, they realized .u wA_
people, we had no axe to grind with anybody, we're here to stay, we're
not immigrants, we're not migrant workers, Phat the whole surrounding
area was having vnroblems with migrant peovrle, that we were not, we were
here to stay, we are workers, we are professional neopnle, so they began
to accent us. And when we walked into a store or a bank we were already
Mrs. Grossman, we were vart of a community. And they did accept us

and we had a i a community.

But most of your social life was in Roosevelt at that time
wasn't it}
Yes. Yes.
What kinds of things did you, I mean, nobody had a lot of money.
Were there a lot of vnarties, or . . .3
Yes, we had a lot of marties. It depends what vour interests were
in life. I, my family, my husband personally, we enjoyed the theatre

in New York and we were, had excellent opportunities because he worked

in New York. So for me to go in to go to theatre was like nothing. And
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you didn't have the nroblem that you're leaving three children alone

with a babysitter because everybody in the community was your

babysitter. You left, you're saying youh:going away,and there was

an automatic feeling that, ﬂabn't worry, the children are going to be
taken care of." 1In that life you just go into New York and go,

and as I said, Jack and I did a lot of that while the children were
growing up. Of course, when they grew up, we, but they, we had a ;ﬁi:;:y
in my house, that term meaning, everybody just came in and had coffee.
And then you, you digest evervthing, up to, a person had the

discussion about it before and after; it was very interesting times.

Yes.

And we enjoyed everything. And one was learning from another.
Somebody always. If you listened, a person would always learn from
somebody, what he said. You're learning, you're giving and you're
taking.

One of the things that we're hearing from a lot of people we
interview, we know that Roosevelt had a lot of nolitical ?

Because

Groups and points of view-

But eventually, we all came to a good decision— Por the better

f the community. There was, there were some neonle that were actually
ignorant of our progress about. Peonle have to progress and learn
and keeo going. Thev wanted to hold it back. Well, evidently, the

majority of people were for the progress, therefore we were able to do




