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%"% WASHINGTON BOROUGH, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

Population: 1940 Census—4,643.

 p—
GENERAL: Located on the D., L. & W. R. R. about
iles northeast of Phillipsburg and Easton. It is a resi-
al and business community in a rich agricultural terri-
-, There are abuase16~Mlustrial establishments including
textile mills employing about 1,100. Area about 2.0

.uare miles, Elevations range from 400 to 570. Main thor-
oughfares are concrete or macadam in good condition and
streets in residential areas are generally improved and in
fair to good condition. Railroad crossings at grade could
effect delays in the response of the fire apparatus to_the
small areas to the south, and congestion and parked vehicles
in the business area could adversely affect the operations
of the fire department.

WATER SUPPLY: The Washington Water Company,
which is a subsidiary of the Delaware Valley Utilities Com-
pany, owns and operates the supply works and distribution
system - supplying water for domestic and fire prote_ct’ion
purposes to territory within and adjoining the municipal
limits. The system was originally installed i 1883 and sub-
sequently improved. Organization: System is in charge of
a local manager with 3 maintenance employees and one
clerk. Office located on Broad Street near business district.
Records consist primarily of operating data and a general
distribution map. They are incomplete as to distribution
system details and inspections. The manager is a member
of the local fire department and responds to all alarms.
Emergency equipment is available. Supply Works: The
supply is obtained from two impounding reservoirs on
Roaring Brook respectively about 23 and 3% miles north-
west of the business district. Reservoirs: The reservoirs are
formed by substantial rubble masonry and rip rap dams
with adequate spillway capacity. The upper reservoir has a
capacity of 5,670,000 gallons and flows to a lower distribut-
ing reservoir which has a capacity of 750,000 gallons. The
drainage area is about 24 square miles and the average
daily run-off is estimated to be 400,000 gallons. Water is
normally delivered from the distributing reservoir through
ab + 0.5 miles of 10-inch transmission main, equipped with
a master Venturi meter. Reservoir piping is arranged so as
to permit the distributing reservoir tg be by-passed to in-
crease the normal pressure by about 45 pounds. Distribution
System: In one service. Consists primarily of 8-inch and
10-inch arteries supplying’ incomplete 4-inch and 6-inch
gridiron and dead end ins. Consumption: The average
daily consumption duringy 1944 was 0.367 million gallons
and the maximum daily fonsumption is estimated to be
0.55 million gallons. At the time of the inspection there
were 1478 services, most of which are metered. Pipe: All
cast iron, tar coated, bell and spigot joint, laid with about
3%-foot cover except that there is about 2,000 feet of Uni-
versal joint pipe and 2,500 feet of cement asbestos pipe in
the system. Total length 65.000 feet; 9.4% 10-inch, 6.3%
8-inch, 45.8% 6-inch, and 38.5% 4-inch. No recent trouble
from frozen mains or electrolysis. Gate Valves: There are
100 on the system of Eddy make generally set with boxes
at grade. With one exception, direction of operation is uni-
form. Inspection is limited to that necessitated by routine
system operation. Hydrants: There are 75 on the system of
Eddy make of standard type with two 23-inch outlets and
4-inch and 6-inch branches. About 50% of the hydrants
have one 43-inch outlet in addition and about 50% of the
branches are gated. Hydrant hose outlet threads are Na-
tional Standard and large outlets are 544" outside diameter
with 4 threads per inch. Hydrants are inspected twice an-
nually and were found to be in good condition at time of
inspection. ures: Pressure recording gauge in water
company office at about elevation 460 shows pressures to be
fairly well maintained between 75 and 85 pounds. Readings
taken at 11 well distributed hydrants showed pressures rang-
ing from 44 to 98 pounds with an average of 61.1 pounds.
During this inspection the recording pauge showed a nor-
mal day pressure of 75 pounds. Fire Flow Tests: Probable
supply available for fire protection purposes was measured
by means of Pitot tube. Location of hydrant, -discharge in
gallons per minute, pressure before flow, and pressure dur-
ing flow were as follows:

June 16, 1936—
‘Washington Ave. and Broad St., 7607228
8. Lincoln Ave. and Willow St., 7T05—78—32.
Mozart Ave. E. of State Highway No. 30, 215—48--%,
James 8t. nnd Figsher Ave., 305—57—*.
Washington Ave. W, of Bryan Ave., 550—76—2,
Belvidere Ave. and Independence St., 360—dg4-—=
Kinneman Ave, E. of W, Carlton Ave., 205—87—2,
}’i’sshlngt‘%n Ave,a Sg_gaft_ W. of Prgfo_ss_,peetm:., 480—08 - 15.

rosper Way an erigemive 3

June 18, 1039 =,
State Highway No. 8-2¢ E. of Flower Ave., 475—88—18,
Myrtle Ave. 1,400 ft. E. of State Highway No. 30, 360—48—*,

*No rending taken,

FIRE DEPARTMENT: A volunteer organization of
two companies under the control of the borough which

oy S

owns apparatus and equipment and makes an annual appr¢

priation for the support of the department, Total activ

memberghip 27 including a chief, assistant chief, 2 foremel

and 2 assistdfrforemen, of-whom a minimum of 10 mém

bers are available at all times. Officers are elected annuall:
by the company subject to confirmation by the mayor anc
council, and chief officers usually serve two terms. Com
panies: Located in municipal building on Belvidere Avenue
and Church Street as shown on map. Building is a 1- and
3-story stuccoed brick and frame structure with built-up
roof, concrete apparatus floor, steam heat, electric lights,
telephione, hose rack, and air horn on roof. Equipment: One
1920 Seagrave 750-g.p.m, triple combination pumping engine
carrying one 85-gallon booster tank, 100 feet of booster
hose, 700 feet of 24-inch hose, 2 short ladders, and fair minor
equipment. One 1942 Seagrave 500-g.p.m. triple combination
pumping engine carrying one 150-gallon booster tank, 150
feet of ﬁ)ooster hose, 800 feet of 23-inch hose, 300 feet of
12-inch hose, one I2-foot roof ladder, one 35-foot e.:_:tension
ladder, and fair minor equipment. One 1925 American La
France 50-foot city service ladder truck carrying 8 ladders
ranging from 12 to 50 feet and totaling 224 feet, one CO.
operated 40-gallon booster tank, 100 feet of booster hose,
400 feet of l*-inch hose, and fair minor eguipment. One
1927 Dodge emergency car carryin? one 1,200-watt lighting
generator, 2 flood lights, 400 feet of 13-inch hose, one port-
able pump, 15 covers, 1 foam generator, gas masks, and
complete first aid equipment. One ton of foam powder at
fire station and an additional supply of two tons is kept at
railroad freight house. Hose: All 23-inch hose is C.R.L.
with National Standard screw couplings. The total supply
is 2,700 feet, of which 1,200 feet is held in reserve. Hose is
tested at least twice annually at 300 pounds pressure and
dried on hose rack in fire station. About 509% of the total
supply is more than 5 years old and about 40% is more than
7 years old. tions: The department is governed by
borough ordinance and company by-laws. The chief has full
control of the men and apparatus at fires and drills. There
are 4 appointed drivers for each apparatus and the building
janitor, who is the chief driver, is on duty during the night.
Motors are started at least twice weekly. Drills and Train-
ing: Department drills are held twice monthly, except dur-
ing the winter months, under the direction of the chief offi-
cers. They consist of pump o%iraﬁon, hose and ladder work,
and use of equipment. Fire Methods: Booster and 13-inch
leader lines are used on incipient fires sui)ported by engine
streams with line gates and shut-off nozzles, Flood lighting

equipment, salvage covers, and 2 gas masks are provided.

No heavy stream appliances installed. Response to Alarms:

The entire department responds to all local alarms and aid

may be secured from the surrounding volunteer departments

at Hampton at a distance of about 4 miles and from Phillips-

burg and Hackettstown at a distance of about 12 miles.

Buil Inspection: The chief officers make casual inspec-

tions of mercantile buildings semi-annually, but regulations

governing the control of hazardous conditions are lacking.

Records and : Records consist of complete tabula-

tions of all fires and drills including attendance, nature of

alarms, and equipment used. The chief officer reports annu-

ally to the mayor and council. Fire Alarms: Alarms are

telephoned through a lecal modern central office to the

clerk’s desk in the municipal building where a break wheel

transmitter operating an air whistle on the roof is installed.

The borough clerk is on duty during the day and the build- |
ing janitor at night. Police desk is also located in the same

building.

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Consists of two uniformed
officers, one on d!:ty during the day and one at night and a
relief officer serving on call. One patrol car is provided.

BUILDING LAWS: Code adopted December, 1926 re-
quires permits from the council committee for building op-
erations in an established fire zone which includes the entire
business district. Regulations are limited to requirements
for incombustible construction and specifications for chim-
ney construction and exit facilities within the fire zone. In
general the regulations are not sufficiently comprehensive
from a fire protection standpoint. .

EXPLOSIVES AND FLAMMARBLES: Local regula-
tions are limited to a fire ordinance adopted March 15th,
1943 creating a Division of Fire in the fire department and
granting general inspection authority to the officers and
requiring standard exit facilities in places of public assembly
and restricting the use of flammable decorations and accu-
mulation of combustible materials. The state laws ade-
quately cover the storage and shipmernt of explosives and
flammables and_the construction of motion picture booths.
They also the discharge of fireworks to responsible
bonded parties,

June 15,1945 V[




