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in two rows £if Leen fe -t spart anc tolrts feol dong. These ¢ere‘
bent €Q & roundsd roaf‘with‘mn ependn, kefv te smlt lie umukelfromf
‘thé fira iaich wee alwayve built in the genter of wns hut. Tho gides
were covered witly mrnesitnnt horg, losoveo crdd sod.  Thoere wos oo door
"at B2 end, @ d olorng the sideg¥wefe vench-like elewationc ;hcreﬁ&
VOCQupﬂutu_sau‘and siept‘ Siﬁ L0 twélvé nuﬁs&a wer d%@@& ﬁuirouxdeu
by & high enclosure & Qm@¢$itﬁaﬁbe§ﬁ©%

The se huts w@ré filthvkiﬂaide\from refuses of coonirny wnc septe
of all kinds on the dirt floor, yet tae fﬁﬁ¢ nu Keot thelr oddies
clean and healthy by regular‘bathingfunc swent baths., Ac soon as
the familv qukeﬂéd in the ﬂornin& the {=trer woudd take all tiae
children down to the river for w.swim.

Thelr &uaten&nce co. wisted of,me~’ crna filisn sunpllea vy the men,

. T ‘ /L‘,(,z.éza4 . \

and .corn, squasn,begns andkaumnﬁln £Tovn oy the women. ALl food
was cgbked’tdgeﬁler.ipkone large pot which vwas kepl on the firce
cand as Lo membafs of Uie housé ho’g beégme han¢ry‘they'w>u1d iiklp
thenselves.  They seldom had more ithaan one nesl & dwy, =016 since

they usually diaped thelr hands in the pot and took outl wnat they

.P-d

wanted,taere vere ne dishes o wesh afterverds, In case;\of famine
‘the lndians vould s>metimes eat snakes, fragé~and skunks, buﬁk
ﬁsually»t;ed 3r0v1 Yed apainst such 4 mes by drying and stofing meat
and vegetniles, and no matter now 11td e food lies had, they would
g;;&l, gilare 1t with - fieh&\in need or with ¢ ciance sbranger,
Nerrisge among thefindians was sometimes & cosunl cifair
whichh scldom lasted, made dox canverisnesxey. imgkiRaiiax but more
oftem thcaunion% would be controlled by the elders anak;eré\very

) .-',4/71'74/&“7 . ) o
serioils o’ rerxanerts -nd if  wife wow discovered to ve unfaithe




fUL ohe Jae ulszL uW*d in o ma way Oy aer‘hﬁgb3nd. ner nogseée or an
gar was cut oix so that she waxla a w5y & Eﬁfrwtue snrx of her'iﬁa
fiueliﬁy.~ Polygamy was allowed in sll trives but Wi not Lways
pr&c+1sed A'brave wiio wished to taKe mnotnel w1fe aln(~< sked
tha consent of nls pruvxoug wifeu or wives, mnd 51nce any sddition
to thelr number ¢easened tne work to be aune by ecchh wife, = new-
comer was usually welcomed
The Lenapes marrled‘vary voung, the girls at tnirteen or four-
teen, @ud‘the bbys af aboﬁt“ﬁffalue@n or eighteen, ‘When’a boy had
been initisted into the éecrecieakof MENo0d NG nad shone aoility
in the wunt e wos allowed 1o choose a Wife; A yourg wouen wish-
ing to'marry'uoald-wear a pgrtiduh,r headdréas‘indiqgtiné daer desire,
Sﬁé WCuld{sit bv'the roadsidé with fuce and body ccvergd 50 Qhe could
not be recogn;éeﬁ until the fmvored SultOr sppeared wien sne would
- revesl her 1dent1ty.i The suitor wou¢a tien start aegotiations for
the‘maidéﬁs nand by‘ééndiﬁgigifis'to’her‘nearett relitives, some-
tim@} su@glin&nﬁed by';ifts td:tnc’;;rl, L tithe rel&tiveg aid not
ze,i:,»ivrqvé the m-::tch - \a»hi(ﬂ“ U.:as?.xza;liy meent that nile gift‘é' were not
exnensive enoush to cult taem - thuy returned tae ,ilts, out if
tﬁeir nuC“l‘n Wa s ;avorable; prep@xaﬁionsbfor the widding s oula
begin. wives & tae birl“s fether wald prepure the yroﬁeyty,it
rg‘her‘duty to;ngnéfihuié - hazsenml@ furnitgre, cookingkuténails
ciothing zand horsés. Sor f*lmes tne girlskfather wou Ld present to
idlg BOL~ 1n~law Ais OWD WeASONS of WaT a8 evidence of inis i
Thé engagement woull bz amncunced by some trizl on the girlie
pert, Ecwh dz’s,y until the weading soe '»‘;Dul’c‘i prepare feod, .nd ac-

5 younger sister or close friend, wouald ke *t to

ner fience, ond by this wifely service would oina ncs ,A@t the
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z moment on fthe lefi or women's side of the Xodpe. Then she would

give the food to her fiwnce., ¢ woula ot oard of 1t wnde taen

>
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>

pges 1t to hils mother snd sist
7hen the nseriod of the engo ument wis over cna &bl was re&Qb

the malden wa=p led to the breve's—sel, and her friences woulia merch

in sola m 7

+3

ocepsion bearing nresszents ol food, cooking uilonells
sRC wooons,  snen the olrl sntered taeshmet Loe marriage was con-
sidercd performed. Sometim o the morrisge was colemnized by heve

ing tihe man epresent e bride witih o her of venleon in jledge of

o 1lesh feood supply, and the womern gave idlie ¢ wer oI coyn in

cledge or tending fielus and raiking bresd, The pridggroom would
b a

tuen lead uile wride to the nesrect norrov witrecn of pure and run-

ning woter and over 1t Lthey vould Join conds.  Uhe wodding ceremony

n Fad

of the Havados,ig considerea one of thy most fv~¢LiIJL ot any iLribe,
pret o Qucan dht' ou Aia Lt Neiliy of the dorimfon”

Un the night set for the vwedding both femilies ana thellr iricoas
mest at tne nut of the bride's family, lere there is much fo-oting
and sLxging, ino tne bride's fomily mekes retarn oresents to tne
OrluuumOLﬂ . people, Tha’wemen of the bride's famiiy prenare corn
meal porridgoe, wialen is ﬁoured into the wead:in_ basket, Uhe priagte
uncle‘tden gorinkles s circualoar finb cnd erowse 0 tile sacred vlue
aollen of the lark opur upon the porridge, near btnc outer edge and
in thé;céntor.' ‘The hride has nitnerto bcen Lying veside her mother
cﬁn05uleu unuer a olunket, on trne womsn & side of tue nut., after

cailing to ner to coume Lo umad, ner uncle seats her on the west side

of the ~ut, and the bridegroom st s down before her, with his face

town.d ner's and tre beegkel of purridge et between them, A gourd

of vwater ie tnen gilven to the wride, wio pours o me of it on the

- oo T o e AT T gy <y ek T R TRy
arlggtru\r'a sengs whnlle he wasnes taem, and he periormg o lire
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zdult duties, but zlso how to count on their fin gers, to reckoh
linear measure the unit of which wag the distance from thumb gnd
firat finger to the it of the elbow, how to compuite Lipe and learn
Valueé in terms of beaver skins, esgle feathers and beads W ich
they culled wexipum. They were also taught to kill a rattlesnake
that gave no Warning, but to spare one that did; not to interrupt

& pergon who wag speaking, and to walk on the trail one behind the
othier in Indian file, ewsch ohe stepping in tne feoolprintes of the
OQekpr@ceding 50 that enémies could not count their number,
Children also had to be instructed in the correct manner of bursing
the desd. The body wes perfumedkaﬁd drecsed in the best germents
of the deceased. Tae face vag palnted red and the body buried in
thie embryonic gositioﬁ lying on the right side fscing east with the
head t - the south. The graves which were gzome distance from the
villages vere enclqaed by = fence and covered over to protect them
from prowling aninals,

The Indian braves led & life of indolence and contentment wihaen
they were not hunting or on ithe war path, They spent‘tneir time
telling stories, smoking, holding sthietic contests or gembling.
The Lenapes were particularly fond of & bettiné seme played with
twelve flat boneg, one side painted white and the other side a color

These were olacad in o howl, thrown into the air and caught as they
R &

‘o
fell, The pieces landing white side up were winning pleces,

The young men were very fond of athletic contests tuking great
pride in their gkill and physicsl dexterity, and With their love of
ganbling meny betsg would ke placed or foct races, archery and roll-
ing hoop races, Among the Cherokees of the Salth,‘whokearly prouped
themselves into;noxé or less permanent communitiés, & ball game

similar ic our foot ball but pluyed with rackets, was the favorite
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office for her. With the Tirst two fingers of the right hand he
then takes a pinch of porridge, Jjust wheré the line of pollen
tcuches the circle Gf thie east gide. He eats this one pihch, and
the bride dips with her finger from the same pl&ce. He then takes
in succession a pinch from the other places where the lines touch
the dirclekand a finel pinch from the center, the bride's fingers
following hig, ‘The basket.of porridge is then passed over to the
younger guests, whne speedily devour it, a custom analogoug to di-
wviding the bride's cuke at & wedding, The elder relatives of phe
counle novi give them much‘good and weighty advice, and the marriage
is complete*

The hnome life of the Lenapes was considered happler tunan that
of meny other tribef. VWives were usually failthful and ocbedient,
ané their husbands respected and loved then . There was glways a
areat bonéd of sympathy and love betweern parents and their children
vhom they rearedkwithkSpartan severity. In order to maké the infante
gtrong &hd;healthy they were plunged into cold watér, particularly
in cold weather wher the surface ice had to be broken 1o meke an
apening.

The education of ihe children was & gericus m tter and under -
teken by the parents. They had to be trained in sll the customs
anéd traditione of their tribeg'taught the e cessary arte and crafts,
the boys being trained in making end using ihe bow and BITOW, the
fishing rod and spear; ad the girle in the womanly 2e¥s of keep-
king houge, cooking) jerking wvenison and buffalc meat, dressing skihs
of an male killed by the men, cultivating thie gardens, and weperv-
ing food forkwinter in noles dug in the earth and lined and covered

with dry leaves and grass. They were taught not‘only eports and
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8port. The stfuggle was intemse and violent and oleyers were of tenm
crippled or even killed, but no matter what happened, the gume con-
tinued to the end and was always olayed in £004 amiritt~and sport-
ingly. To lose one's temper would show weakneszs of chéracter.

Ib the government of the Lenapés, tne first and most impoertart
unit wag the Famiiy. This meant no only husband, wife and ‘chi‘ldren,k
but all their relatives, The children werekcénsidered the progﬁrty
of the rother and when & girl masrried, her hugband became & mémber
of her family and under their Jurisdiction. In cases of‘individual
WIong, the injured party reteliated or wus appeased by presents,

Bach trive formed a petty kindgom ruled over by & king wioge
cffice was hereditary among the Lenapes, though in some of the cther
tribec he was electéd by pOpular acclaim to hold offiée as long as
the people wished, which was usuaily for hieklifetime.k Trhe king
presided over the Council ccmpozed of the warriofs and wisekmen of
the tribe and the representatives of other tribes who met to dis- |
cuss treaties, DNecisions were reached by & msjority vote and in
the end the peace pipe would be passed arcund.

When the white men first came to this country the Indians
looked upon them as gods and worshipped them as such, but thie

attitude chenged when it was found that they were mercélessly

~hunting for gold and valuavle lands. Through the cruelty and ig-

norance of some of the early eettlers the natives were antecgonized.
Thefte corxitted by white soldiers would be attributed to Indians
and the government would offer rewards for Indian headse, Attempts
Weré vccesionally made by sebtlers to steal Inclan squews, and
explorers sometimes eniloved Indign mén on their gnhips. Two Dutch-

nen once crugnt an Indian trader picking peeches @ d killed him
in the presence of his con., Ig it any wonder that the son re
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taliated by killing en innocent Dutch tailor? This incident went
dowﬁ in nistory as another;example of unaccountable Indian atrocities,
_Their‘contact with the settlers cormunicsted to the Indians
tuberculeosis, measles and many other diseases whiech proved fatal to

thenm particularly as many of them had already become weakened by

too frequent imbibing of the "gpirits" imported by the seitilers.

 Many of the indian: tried to adopt the dress, wespons sud veys of

living of the white rwn, hut they cculd not become adjusted, and
thoge who escaped death and disease in civilization, migrated

westward in search of the outdoor life for which nature and genera-

~tions of training had better fitted them,
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