: If we were to pruse snd look back over the renks of nlavs
and revues which heve bheen presented to the publie in New York ”1tv
;%1nce last fall, we would prohehly he more imoressed bv the numerichl

"étrength of the offerings than by their resl merit., There sre

iglxtv-two legitimate theatres in liew York Citv, which is resson

}enough in 1tself sgs Yo why the worthwhile offerings are freaquently
merd to find. Poor themes, pathological discussions end smutty |
:dialogue - perhaps purposely put in the scriﬁ{%o increage ticket |
%sales - and a general state of moral paralysis and unrest seems to

i
?permeate the thestre st the present time,.

$

§ However, there is certainly s wide selection of plays

’to choose from, New York City 1is trulv the theatrical capital of
%the world, for where else conld we go %o find & gre~ter verietr of

‘plave end vlavers. ' This veasr, for instance. s number of plavs

‘nave come to us from Italy, nemely "La Locandiera®, "Nsked",

!

I"Tupandot”, and "Say It With Flowers”. From Russia hns come Chekov s

i "Three Sisters", and via Frence "The Prothers Karamezoff", also

! |
Z“The Dyruk"” and "The Strange Prince". Austris hess sent seversl %
2

verv popular Viennese operettss 298 well se "Juarez And Maximilian"g
ﬁﬁudapest contrituted "The Play's The Thing", Pritish plavs in |
iﬁew York are quite common, among them are "The Constant Nvmpth",
:"The Congtant wife", "The Pirates of Penzmance™, "Iolanthe",
i’?ygmalion "On Approval", "This %oman‘Business", "This Was A Man",
fand "Autumn Fire" To the French we can be grateful for our brief
’buth thoroughly pleasing time with the Guitrys who brought with
chem an entire French compsny and sets, playing "The Illusionist”
ﬁand "WMozart"s also from the French came the not to be forgotten
sengation of the vesr - “The Captive"., Germany, Spain, India and
. the Seandinavian countries have also heen revresented hv one or
more pleays. This is bv no mesns e comprehensive 1list, but 1t will
%serve to ghow us how mueh oflﬁhe globe in represented in the New
zYork theatre.

Refore taking up two or three of the cﬁ?rent vleve in

it detail, T want to mention a numbher which ere mofegor lesé dig-

| :

tinguished and worth seeing. )




M"THE PLAY'S THE THING" a2 comedy by Fernec Molnar, featuring Holbroo?

|
3

BRlinn, is a play within a play, It is smart and very ¥umorous -
giving Molnar & fine chance to have some fun with the French School§
lon the subject of the drama-triangle,

"NED MCCORR'S TAUGHTER" by Sydney Yoward is the Theatre Guild's

third offering of the vear, with a casgt including Claire Fames,
ﬁﬁargola Gilmore end Alfred Tunt, It is 2 story of a plain old
:ﬁew England family living down in Maine, who hecome engeged in
%bootlegging- My, Lunf pleve the pert of the tough hooch smuggler
Efrom Tew York. “*"‘ﬁﬁﬂ? hes received a gre~t deal of vraise for |

lthe fine wav he hae mestered +he character end language in this

rather strong part.
?"SATURDKY'S CHILDREN" by Maxwell Anderson and the first produetion
?presented by the Actors' Theatre, is one of the recent hits of

the year, and & close contestant for the Pulitzer Prize., It depilct

]

‘the struggles of two of Ntew York's children - a typist and elerk -
i
hwho are entangled by fate., Thev marry but soon are driven apart by

the petty reslities of married 1life in a Pronx flat on #40. a week |-
plus their mutual hunger for individusl freedom. Apparently, Mr,
gAnderson 1s not attacking the characters themselves., but the town
Qin which thev ere trving to work out their prohlems and live.

I"CHICAGO" 1is & gatiriesl comedy by Miss Maurine Watkins (s former
‘newgpaper writer.) Mise Trancire Larrimore plave the lead, I

i was

mnderstand Mies Teanne Fagles originally intended to star in this

fnlay, rut as ghe di1dn't like 1t she refueed to come to rehesarssls,

ﬁand go someone else had to be found, Aside from the well brought

i
ipoints showning the extreme methods newspaper and cameramen use to

| 5
'feature & murderess and acquire public sympathy for her, and how

/far from the the truth the mctual printed stories often are - I |

gcould not see & great deal in the play, As it developed - it

i
i
i

itended more and more toward the burlesque.

i

iThe G1lbert and Sulliven revivels conti-me to enjoy the applause of
i

‘manv followers. "Iolanthe" is heing vresented vervy Thursdayv evening
'i

and "mhe Pirates of Pengance" on all other evenings and metine

l
I

xdavs. A permanent Gilhert and Sullivan Company has been formed and
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for anyone who likes a good musical show of a higher tvve than the
nsual mueical comedy - I sincerely recommend both of these operettas,
In the lire of »nopuler Americsn masiesl comedieg, snvone eomld
not fail to erjov "Oh Kay", "Rio Rite", "The RPamblers” and ss e
igood revue T would suggest "George White's Scandals".

Eve Le Gellienne is doing a fine piece of work with her Re=
pertory Company down on 1l4th Street, Thus far, they have produced
"John Gabriel Rorkman", "La Locandiera", "Twelfth Wight", "The
Three Sisters", "Saturday Vight" and "The Cradle Song" - the latter

production-has, from whet I e¢an judge}proven the most popular.

Several revivels have turned up this vear, ineluding Sir James
M. Barrie's "Whet Every woman Knows", Helen Hayves,pleying the part
of Maggie Wylle, received very warm priase for her performence.
iLater, Otis Skinner returred in "The Honor of The Femily" which on
&the whole 813 not recelive verw favorarle comment, Recertly,
"Trelawnev of The Tells" & revivel with an all star cest wasg pro-
duced at the Yew Amgterdam, TIneluded in the ceszt are, John Drew,
Otto Kruger, Estelle Winwood, Mrs Thomas Whifflin and meny others.
One may pause to wonder how,at the height of the theatrical season,
a company of such eminence could be found available for a revival
of Trelawney or snything else,

With the exception of "Juarez and Maximilian" all of the
Theatre Guild plays have proven highly successful: thev include
Pygmalion, "The Silver Cord", "Ned WeCohh's Daughter” and "The
Rrothers Karemezov!' and letely special metines of Pirandello's
"Right You Are If You Think You Are", which 1is a2 true comedy with
an 1des -~ Truth ts whet you think it 48 - It is only relative and
earnot be proven. Roth the principal cheracters state the truth,
ut one 1is crezv,

"THE ROAD TO ROME" is & comedr by Pohert Sherwood, Fdttor of "ILife'
Jene Cowl has the lead. The'play is & gatire on militerism,
immorel and exceedingly vulgar in one of two places, Unfortunstely

the purpose which the suthor is trving to convey will probably




g
Igo unnoticed by most of the audiences, He 1s endeavoring to dis-

courage the Romen ideals, Militarism and Materialism, which he feel

{r

ere on the gain in America - and very dangerous. In brief. Jane

Cowl, as Amytis, a ladv of Greek ancestry, and married to Fabius

Meximus a Roman dictestor (who talks end scts like our present day

fbolitician) 18 bored to death by the materialism of Rome. She
%Talls in love with the ides of Hannibal, who is marching sgainst
the City., When she hears he is just outside the walls, she goes to
zhis tent and feeds him her rather poisonous philosvhy. As a resultr
,%he next morning., Yanrihal does not teke the city, Amvtia' argumeﬁi
gs 'why 811 the war o4 destruction - whet good will 1+ do', Put
I think her message goes even deeper. sattacking the uselessness
wof 21l humsn activity - whieh if carried out would be fatel.

If vou don't mind an occasional blush, go and see "The Road To

,5ome", for it 1s an enjoyable performance.
}r
"GE?TLEMFW PREFER RLONDES", I need not go into detail sbout, It is

,a snappy play. June Walker and Edna Hibbard are perfect., Anyone
seeing the performance, mey count or & hilarious time.
@ If vou are looking for s good clesn vlay, 1 would suggest

"Two ¢irle Wanted"$ the fantmasy "The Devil In The Cheese":and 1{f

lyou enjoy Walter Hampden, go bv all means to "Caponsacchi'.

Probably the most distinctive pley of the vear wes M, Pourdet's

"The Captive" which wes vroduced snd directed by Gilhert Miller.

éwho e a son of the late Henrvy ¥iller. Miss Yelen Yencken, recently
E3;01?' "geventh Heaven" fame, took the leed. Fepeoed—mor-go-trty AstEY]
Lconsemplze. the -plew,—We have 8ll read enough concerning it's i
struggles to stay on the Great White Wey, to know what it is =211
about., And not having seen the production,kI can add nothing.

Whether it might d??blease or not, evidentally would depend entirely
upon your attitude toward such things - namely - 1f these abnormal

cagses exist, ii 1t better to have them artistically brought before

lus ~ or supressed entirely. With the excevption of Professor Phelvs,

i

fall of the literary crities. whose critieisms T have read, seem to

sbe unanimous in thelir ungualified praise of the play - eapecially

”witb regard to the fin& and artistic manner in which the problem



is presented,

of the vear
: Selecting two or three plavs which mfght he ennsidered the
i ( \ ~ A
most distinetive. aside from "The Captive", was = hit diffiecult,

for people's 1ikes and dislikes in the matter of the theatre are
;often very far apart, How?ver, ifrom sperdorial. cholce -arid as =
;esﬁlt of criticisms which I have heard and read, T have chosen
'"The Silver Cord", "Proadwey" and "The Constant Wife™

Of the six pleces produce&,by the Theatre UGuild thls year,

one of the most puvuler is Svdney Howard's "The Silver Cord".

gHr. ﬁoward is an Americen playwrite of no little renown - the Guild

producea nis "They Knew That They Yanted" several vears sgo.

r' ™n YPhe’’'Silver Cord" only ahout twenty-four hours time

it
’\

Eklapses during the three aets, The seenes teke place in the home

(pf g Mrs., Phelps. who is 2 rich and respectahle widow with two
|growmbup song. 1living well 1r en Esetern Americen City, The Phelpsz
bousehold avpeers rether joyous 2s the vlay opens, Dave, the elder
son is returning from Europe with his new wife, sn attrsctive

biologist whom he met and married abroad, At home, waiting to

iWelcome them, are Robert, the younger son, and his fiance,eand the
{other who seems to be quite happy at the prospect of having two
,@aughters-in-law. However, as the play develops, we find she 1is
h "professional mother", loving her sons too mueh and inelined to
be Jealong of any intrusion which her son's wife and fiance mey

lmake upon coming into the household., With slv unconseiousness, ehe !
é%xerts herself to be first and foremost in the 1l4ves of her sone,

:ﬁeaving the wives to he content with second place. Dave, plans to
beccme an asrchitect in New York, while his bride furthers her work
in the Rockefeller Institute. but these plans are ohjected to by

ﬁrs Prelpe who hes idess of her own for them, TPFirst. she versusdesn
F&he week son Pobert to hreask with his fiance, and then ghe starts tp

Efwreck the happiness of the older boy and his wife. In the meantime,

Bobert g fiance, after an hysterical breakdown, runs away from what

=she calls "this awful house" and falls into an icy pond late at rigbt

H |
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The boys hurry to rescue her, despite their Mother's‘loud eries

that they will cateh their death of cold unless thev come haek and
put on their overcoats and then go out and seme the girl. Right
ghere, it struck me that the Mother showed Indifference toward the
Eirl a 1ittle beyond humen belfef. In the lest act, we find
%ﬁester (the fience of the yvounger son) leaving the Phelps home with

the perting remark that "she 1s going to marrr an orphan". Dave's

;
|
|
)

bride ., helieving thet he eores more “or hig *other then for her, 1s
%%oing with Hester. Velther of the girls can gtend anv longer the
éhother-love influence which dominates the household. Tefore leav-
?ing, the young wife tells her mother~in-law in no uncertain terms
;that she is a self-centered "son-devouring cannibal". In return,
.the Mother gives & long speech on the passions of mother-love., Tt
is a great eonfliet hetween the two. A minute or two after the
girls' departure, Dave suddenly avvears to realize what has taken
place end without & word he leaves his distracted Yother and joins
‘his wife, Robhert remains at home, completely submerged by his
Mother's influence and idess,

2 It 18 & play of econflicting emotions and 1dees,end shows
very forcibly what terrific harm can be wrought by a mother loving

her sons too mach for herself,

As the Yother. Miss Leurs Hove Crews gives an excellent
performence, although here and there 1t mav geem that ghe OVer-U19VF
her part., Tut certainly she had 2 very pitiable and obnoxious

charaecter to play, for hefore the first aet is over, yvou almost fee

as though the use of a gun in her direction would e rather welcome
i { .
rand then again ~ vou have only pity for her, ¥Miss Margoles Gilmore,
|
as the younger son's fiance, shows us that she 1s a past master in

the art of “emotional scting", bub her portrayel in the lighter %

Eparts of the vlay is just as convineing. In faet the entire cast
1s excellent end ably directed. The pley is carefully produced

end one which I fee is well worth seeing. Prof. Wm., Lypons Phelps, ]
Yir., woolcott and YMr. Hammond a1l consider thst "The Silver Cord

stands well up in line for the coveted Pulitizer Prize.




The Theaterseﬂy Peréy Hammond

- (Reptinted from yesterday’s late editions)

‘Broadway,” a Top-Notch Melo-
drama of Life Behind the
Night.Club Scenery

"Broadway,” a play by Philip Dunnlnw
shd George Abbott, presented by Jed Har-
ris at the Broadhurst T eater wmx the
characters cast as followa:

Niek Verdid...ueuuenssyas s, .Paul Porcasi

ROy LANe.ssievvssvenroearsoars Lee Tracy
.(,ta.re Woodbury

..... n Preston

. Joseph Spuﬂn Callei

Mazio Smithe .. ool L, Mildred Wall
RUDYieviesievnovennnanens Hdith Van Cleve
Poarl ovveve .Martha Madison

Graoa eaae
ABNse™ Moore
Bteve Crandall,

.Molly Ricardel
onstance Brown
. Sylvia Field
, Bobert Gleckler
U Henry Sherwood

“ Porky" Thompason.... Sl willlam Foran
‘Bscux{«' gdwurds nen oh‘? l‘my
an McCorn..,. omas Jackson

I Benny ieveees .Frank Verigun
| Imrrv veeevsany Millard Mitchefl
| Mike ....Roy R. Lloyd

t OST of the recreation afforded by
| the New York night clubs, it ap-
kpears, is to be found bshind the scenes
"ot those jovial pleasure grounds. That,
at least, was the testimony given last
evening in a mettlesome drama called
“Broadway,” an absorbing transeript of.
things as they ought to be in the local
halls of iniquity. In.addition to the
song, dance, ligquor and good fellow-
ship prevalent in the wild-oats casinos,
there were two bully murders on the
stage of the Broadhurst, to say nothing
of many other wanton catastrophies
usually hidden from the casual cele-
brant, Altogether it was froliesome
morn in the Paradise Club. The play
ought to prove an efficacious ballyhoo
for the late-hour centers of skylarking.
L * *

Moreayer,- it is the conclusion of
this amusement seeker that “Broad-
way,” aside from its merits as a tale,
is the most completely acted and per-
fectly directed hall show he has seen
in thirty years of professional play-
going. Every one of the roles in the
numerous c¢nst, from the bootlegging
assassin by Mr. Robért Gleckler to the
| demure chorus girl murderess by Miss
Eloise Stream, was a pemon,!easﬂy to
be recognized as such. The glamour-
ous photography of the directors,
Mesgsrs. Dunning and Abbott, who are.
also the authors, was consummate,
from the ill-fitting Tuxedo of a visit-
ing Chicago dive keeper to the jingle
. of the short change in the jacket of
a waiter., The foregoing enthusiasm,
by the way, is not intended to persuade
the timorous drama lover to emerge
from his cloister. “Broadway” i{s only

if there be any suech. And it seems

that there are, judging from the con-

tentment of last evening’s ¢ongregza-
tion. Everybody was happy.

] # * )

Particularly Mr, Lee Tracy, an artist

whose past, so far as my remembrance

for slum goers with a sense of humor,

Sylvia Field

In “quadway," at the Broadhurst

goes, ‘has been one of seclusion. Mr.
Tracy appeared as an ambitious cab-
aret-hoofer, with lively feet and a dull
head, able to think only.of his career
as a vaudeville dancer and his affection
for a chorus girl in the Paradise Club
—the gentle, pretty, unaffected and ap-
pealing Miss Sylvia Field. This per-
former was so wrapped up in show-
business that when he was ecaught with
the murderer’s gun in his possession
he did not understand that he was vio-
lating the Sullivan act. “The Sullivan
act?” he said to the detective. “What
time are they on?” Mr. Traey, it
should be recorded, made the most ex-
tensive individual “hit” that any show-
artist hag made since Mr. — (one
forgets. his name for the moment)—
cautsed & similar sensation in “The
Show-Off.” He did act well; but so did
all the others, the difference being that
he had a fatter though & more ingra-

tiating part.
LJ *

.

At any rate, Mr. Tracy ls fortune’s
favorite this.anorning and he will read
in several journals that he is the player
of the season. Last evening his every
entrance and exit was greeted with
¢alvos even more enthusiastic than
those usually bestowed by the soft-
hearted New York first nighters. He
earned every hallo that smote his ear.
The others of the cast, from the hum-

‘blest Chieago gangster to the invisi-
‘| ble doorman of the Paradise Club, de-

perved as much. “Broadway” iz a
great show for the multitude that is,

at heart, rowdy.



i One of the biggest hits of the season is "Proadway"- a melo-
Edrama of 1ife behind the scenes in a night c¢lub. It was written an 
»ﬂéirected by Phillip Dunning and George Abbott, and has bheen playing
gto crowded houses since September 16th. The action runs from one
evening to the next: the scene does not change, all three acts

teking plece in the private psrty room of the Paradise Wight Clubdb
in New York City. Tt is e rough story aithough well told. At

times, 1t becomes rather vulgar and indecent. hut certsinly, 1t 1s
true to 1life in it's vortraval of murdering bhootlegger, hoofer,
police force, divekeeper end good and bed chorus girls, ng fore
.quoting Mr, Hammond's review of the performesnce, which esnnot be
improved upon, it mev be interesting to state thet the play was
;originally inspired by a welllmown New Vork @Gaharet queen - Texas
Guinan., Mr, Tunning tried in vain to get her econsent to set in it.

The part she was to have taken, thet of a hersh caberet hostess, is

pleyed by Clare Woodbury to perfection. The chafacter of Roy Lane

the hoofer - is really that of Mr, Dunning's closest friend; and
the character of Steve Crandall, a Manhetten bootlegger and rounder
1s another person whom Mr, Dunning knows and cordislly dislikes,.
iRobert Gleckler, who tekes this pert, met the real character thm
e 1little vlen enginered by ¥Mr, Dunning, and so had & chence to

study the bhootlegger's cheracteristics and mannerisms at first

fhand. In fact 211 of the characters were drawn from life, which
‘undoubtedly is the reeson why they are so flawless. The plot,

in short, was taken from several "elose calls" which ¥r, Dumning

got mixed up in ~ and lster made to fit the Proadway storv.

Mr. Hammond peve "FROADWAY" the following trihute: 5




|
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*sented by the Charles Frohmen Compeny with Miss Ethel PRarrymore

"THE CONSTAVT WIFE", a comedv by W, Somerset Msugheam and pre-

Eand a cast of eight, ba% it's premiere in New York City on November
129th, It 1is a play in three scts, 81l of the sction taking plece
Ein the dignified and vet homelike drawing-room of John and Constene
&Middleton in London, Englard, An interval of 2 week elesnses hetweeh

the 1lst 2nd 2nd scts, and o vear bhetween the 2nd end 3Ird.

Miss Barrymore as Constance Middleton, the wife of a famous
London doctor, has what we would call & rather husiness~like 1dea o

marriage. She has been married ten or more vears, the first few of

?which were highly romentic, the rest rather dreary, but comfortabie
‘Suddenly, she realizes that her affections for her husbend and his

?for her, asre cooling. However, she goes on as the lady of the

ghouSe. recetving, #s8 she stetes, bhoard, lodging, dress and a certatl
;position in soclety - in return for her‘companionﬁhﬁp. Her husheand
gis having an affair with her best friend -~ Constence ig sware of
;this although her Mother end Sister, and her hushend think she is

gquite in the dark ss to what 1s going on, Tn the second act, when

ftbe enraged friend's hushand calls to return the Doctor's cigevettd
dcase whick he hes found under his wife's pillow, the sudience 1is
treefea to & complete surnrise, for instead of *recoming hvstericel
rat the news and upraiding her husbard, Constance shields him and .
his mistress, apparently seeing the logic behind their affair end
“at the ssme time rather enjoying her opportunity to make a little
quiet fun of them, Wowever, she takes a position with a friend
and a vear later we find she has earned enough to pay for her
gboard and so releesed herself from sll obligeation to her husband,
gat the same time telling him that ghe feels thet no woman hasg the
‘right to ecarrr on with one mar while heing supported bv arnother,
but that, when she vravs her own way, she has the right to do as SLL

i
' ﬁéesires. Therefore, when an old sweetheart, letely returned from

SJapan. ssks her to take a six week's motor trip with him, she g
aceepts, Constence tells her hushand that she longs to be madly

i

loved end in love agein, and +het ghe is going on the trip,

Although her bhusband is furious with her, the suthor leaves no’




o

i

§Foubt in our minds that Constance will be welcomed 2t home six
t

ireeks later, Constance's understarding of men 1s rether unusual
i

for as she observes, "they abandon their vices, only when advancing
vears make wickedress a burden rather than a pleasure”,

"The Constant Wife" is a comédy of the drawing-room and good
breeding. It 1s not hound by common morality or conventions, It
iis full of fine wit and keen satire, and would probedbly vromote

fthe 0l1d adage thet "what 1s ssuce for the gander 1s sauce for the

igoose",
i

Great credit should be givgn Miss Parrymore and her entire
company, Yy, Frank Conrov,es the returned sweetheart,is extremely
real, and the sincerity of his ecting cannot be questioned. Mahel
Terry Lewls o8 Constence's humorous Victorian mother 1e one of the
best perts in the pley., Migs Earrygmore plavs & pert admiredly

suited to her, She is more rediant then ever, humorous, clever

and lmows how to handle the text so as to produce an unforgetable

effect upon her audience,
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