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The Swedes and Finns as Americans

WHEN the Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church

at Swedesboro became an Episcopal church,
Swedish culture in New Jersey virtually came to an
end. Like the other peoples who had originally come
to found colonies, the Swedes remained to build a
new Nation. Almost from the date of the founding
of the Republic, records of the New Jersey Swedes
as Swedes cease. The Swedish culture began a long
slumber from which it was not to stir for almost a
century.

The few remaining old people who could speak
Swedish died, and with them perished the use of the
language in daily life. Intermarriage with the Eng-
lish, Dutch, Germans and Scotch-Irish became even
more prevalent and wiped out traces of Swedish liv-
ing in the homes. Swedes and Finns who had fought
vigorously for an independent America caught ad-
mirably the new spirit of Americanism. The collapse
of Swedish churches and their replacement by Eng-
lish Protestant houses of worship cut completely any
religious bond with Sweden.

Similarly, the rise of publicly supported schools
continued the work of the English schools of the
previous century. Young Swedes learned solely the
language and thought of the new country, for there
was none to teach the old ways. Only the funeral of
" an aged Swede, the accidental discovery of a Colonial
record or some sentimental memento recalled the days
of the Swedish pastors and loyalty to the Swedish
Crown.

MORE SWEDISH SETTLEMENTS

The Swedes continued to move about South Jersey
in the early years of the nineteenth century, follow-

ing in the paths blazed a hundred years before by
Eric Mullica and James Steelman. Petersons, Erick-
sons and Hoffmans were among the original settlers
of Leesburg in Cumberland County, founded by two
Englishmen. Swedes also accompanied another Eng-
lishman, Peter Reeve, to nearby Dorchester which
was likewise founded shortly after 1800.

Throughout the succeeding quarter of a century
they kept moving across the State in small numbers
to settlements along Delaware Bay, notably to Port
Norris at the mouth of the Maurice River, and further
east into Cape May County, where Swedes are be-
lieved to have settled orginally in the late years of
the seventeenth century. These Delaware Bay settlers
forsook the traditional agriculture of their country-
men and entered the oyster and fish industries, ulti-
mately finding their way back to the ancient Swedish
occupations of commercial navigation and ship-
building.

During the first third of the nineteenth century
the Swedes in the Raccoon and Penns Neck region
maintained a slender relationship with old Sweden
through the person of their former pastor, Nicholas
Collin. Although established at Gloria Dei Church
in Philadelphia, Collin had made too many friends
across the river to isolate himself from the region.
While his former parishioners became devout Episco-
palians, the old Lutheran pastor joutneyed up the
creeks to visit the scenes of what had once been a
flourishing Swedish section. With his death in 1831,
however, this tie was broken. Thereafter, New Jersey
Swedes interested in Sweden or Swedish ways had to
depend upon infrequent visits to or visitors from the
mother country.
























