WHITTIER HOUSE
172-174 AND 178 GRAND STREET

JERSEY CITY, N. J. January 11; 1917.

b

¥r. Henry Ford,
Detroit, Michigan,
My dear }r. Ford,
1 am presumning to write you because yeuall know

of your keen sense of justice where working pesople are considered,

of your desire to be helpful where help is needed, and of the

generous way in which you are using your Jjustly acquired wealth

to nelp others and to sake the world better for your living in it.

of course you do nol know of me or of our Thittier [iouse gJettlement

in lower Jersey City and 1 doubt if you know very much of Jersey City
itself, but I can assure you the difficulty of carrying on humanitarian
work in Jersey City is something almosy unsurmoutable. In Hew Jersey

at large is not interested in sew Jersey but is interested in New York
and in Philadelphia, and gives largely to the maintaining of settle
ments in those cities. Jersey city, 2 town of aboutl 300000 inhabitants
is overlooked by the state generally, ridiculed by other cities, but
has in it great needs and in proportion to its gize, these needs though
not picturesque as i1 Hew York on the Bast 3ide, demand a friend and
the close touch of settlement 1ife and work. ¥For twenty taree years
the work and 1life of ¥nittier ldouse aaS peen hare in the overlooked,
untouched, first ward of lower Jersey City. Hundreds and hundreds of
young people nave grown up and received their influence Tor education
and for higher citizenship, here witn us. The usaul activities of
settlement life nhave oeen 0ours put upon hotaing do we yride ourselves
more heartily than in tae Americanizing of tne foreign=sr in whosge
community our settlement is situated. We have now our Diet Kitchen,

out of wnich have been gzoing 800 bottles of soups d@ilj into the

homes for sick babies, we nave our women's and Children's Dispensarjes,
our Summer Camp and for all these money is needed. We want Lo raise
$10,000 b, the middle of May. Won't you kindly help us? liss Jane Addams}

whom you know is a friena of mine and knows of our struggles.
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