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THE AGED STRANGER,

AN INCIDENT OF THE WAR,

1 was with Grant,” the stranger seid;
Siid the farmer : “Say no more,

But rest thee hure at iy eotta;
For thy fect are weary and sorc,

hy

1 was with Gront,” the steanser sald;
Sald the firmers % Ny, no more—

Aye, prithee sit at my frug board,
Aud eat of my humble store.

“How farcs my boy—my soldicr Loy,
Of tho old Ninth Army Corps?

T warrant he bore him gallantly
In the smoke and the battle's roar?™

#I knowhim not,” eald the aged man,
* And, ns T remarked hoforo,

I wan with Grant™—* Nay, nuy. [ know,”
Sald the furmer, “say no more;

“He foll In hattle—I sce, alas!?
Thow'dst smooth theso tlings 0'cr—

Nay; speak the trath, whatever it he,
Though 1t rend my bosomn's eore,

“How fell he—with his face to the foe,

O, say not that my boy discaced
‘The unifurm that he wore ™

“T eannot tell,” said the aged nim,
*And should have semieked beforo,

That 1 was with Grant—in Tilinoi
Sote three years before the war ™

Then the favmet spake him never a8 word,
Hut hent with hiy fist fall sore

That aged uan who hail worked for Grant
Somu thede yoars helare the war,

History of the “Ward” U. 8. A. General
Hospital,

[contt

Of the twenty-cight Itmnhwl (2800) pa-
tients received intoe the Tlospital for treat-
ment ap to the first day of December,
1662, five handred and thirty-five (535)
were discharged ou Surgeon’s certificate
of disability, eighty-tive (85) died in os-
pital, two hundred and eighteen (218) de-
serted, a fow were transferred to other
Hospitals, and about one thousand (1000)
were returned to duty in the ficld.  There
remained in ITospital on the above men-
tioned date, cight lundred and eighty-one
{881) patients. But little more than one-
‘half of those discharged the service at the
Hospital, were discharged on account. of
wounds, or injuries received while in the
lischarge of military duty; over two hun-
dred being on account of “rheamatism,”
“old age,” “general debility,” and the dif
ferent varicties of hernia.  Some of these
disabilities may have been produeed or de-
weloped by aceidents, or other sources of
dlisease, incident to military life; but in
the majority of cases, it may he safely as-
sumed that they were inadvertently ad-
mittedinto the service to be got rid of
only in this way; for it is notoriouns, that
during the years sixty-one and two, large
numbers of men were enlisted and muster-
<d into the army whe were, by age, or
physical infirmity, totally incapable of
performing military duty, who neverreach-
ed the front, never saw the enemy, or did
aday’s duty in eamp or ficld, but contrib-
uted largely te fill up the General Hospi-
tals, and add materially to the annoyances
conneeted with Hospital management, by
introducing a spirit of discontent and in-
subordination. Strangers to military rule,
unharmed by the rough experience of the
field, they were sadly in need of just those

qualifications which lead o worthy batile-
worn soldier to appreciate the many com-
forts which our Hospitals generally afford-

el Conceiving themselves to be the mar-

tyrsin our country’s scrvice, they have
ever been prolific in their appeals to phi-
lanthropic individuals and associations.—
Of all complaints, oral or written, which
for the last three years have heen whispoer-
ed in the ear of the philanthropist, or sent
broadeast over the land throngh the medi-

unt of pewspapers, concerning the treat-
ment of the poor soldier in ll'ns[vi(;xl. four-
fifths, at least, have had their origin amonge
this class of men, who have latterly become
more familiarly known as “Hospital beats,”
“Government frawds,” ete, cte.  With
the records of this Mospital before us, we

shall certainly believe “republies nngrate-

ful” ift some substantial evidence of Goy-
ermment appreciation is not hestowed np-
on Dr. Janeway for rolicving the service
of 8o many of this

Of the cighty-five who died in this Mos-
pital previous to the first day of Decom-
ber, 1862, twelve died durine the month
of Augast, forty-three during the month
of September. This is the ereatest mortal-

ity on record for any one month
the history of the TTosnital, and
from the extremely redneed anid hopeless
condition ot the patients when admitted.
Twenaty-one dicd during the moath of Oe-
toher, and nine during the month of No-
The of death
Typhoid Fever, 43 ;
19; Consumption, &; Enteritis, 1
Dysentery, 2 tht’s Disease of Kid-
ney, 1; Aeute Gastritis, 2 ; Diphtheria, 1
Tleart [)l)‘ 1se, 25 Deowned, 1;
tion of Brain, 15 Railroad Tnjury, 1 ;
Bronehitis, 1 ; Mamorrhage, 2.
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During the antumn of sixty-two, the
great amoint of labor, both mental
physical, requived of the Commanding
Surgcon, began to affect seriously Doctor
Janeway’s healths he gradnally sank until
about the middle of Noventbher, when he
was prostrated with fever, and  remained
confined to his roowm during the vemainle
of themonth.  Ou the first day of T
her, 1862, Surgeon George Taylor, U,
By order of the War Department, assmmed
charge of the ]'-L)e]xi::ll. Assistant Sureeon

and

Janeway, then bavely able to leave his
room, proceeded as vapidly as s fochle
hen Ith woull purmrt to tran all
eriment property in his Possession to Sor.
geon Tiylor, atter which he Temained on
duty at the Iospital, as Excentive Officer,
until Aungust, '63, when, by order of the
War Department, he was sent to Iilton
Head,
Hospitals at that place. During his ad-
ministration, Dr. Janeway had accumulat-
edalarge Ifospital Fund, twothousand dol-
lars of which was, on the first day of De-
cember, 1862, transferred to the Chestnnt
Hill Tospital, at Philadelphia. Evidently
believing in the axiom that “charity should
begin at home,” Surgeon Taylor soon after
expended the balance of this fund for such
articles as were required to add to the com-
fort of the patients in this Hospital. And

Grov-

this rule has ever since heen observed in

South Caroling, to take charge of

ition to the Hospiea!

Surzpin Taylor,

Frand
on assuming charge of
the Horpital, immediately st on foot im-
portant improvements, for their
ohject the better of the
sick, and the increased comfort of all the
mmites of the Hospital.  He als
i orders rules and r

having
accommodation

certain
maore strietly military than any lnthuluu—
sued, and without re
or disapnroval of these well-ne:
ZO1E, W inteineddling

ard to the approval

vatsed his predesessor so muieh embag

Tose innocent

met,
pericnce in

Tlese regulations were such as ex-
the had tanght him
were absolntely necessary for - the proper

Seryiee

covernment o the Hospital, and a striet
complianee with which he ever inflexibly

demanded, resorting to harsll means, how-
ever, with the sreatest veluetanee,  Inclo-
Speckal Order, No, 1, 0f December 1st,

“A
with the eales and reanlitions of the Haos-

2, lo suysg cheertul  compliance
pital will eontribute to the comfort of all
concerned, mind i is greatly to e desived

that no harsh means will he necessary to

enforee the diseipline of the Hospital,"—
Tl somewhat reservied, e was yet
mild and attible in his personal intoreonrse
with 186¢ oficinly contevted s Bk him.
“To al oz it veserved to all™ and

with few words eompelled a strict obsery-

see o the regnlations be Ted adopted.—
Oiieem and men soon fonnd i him an ef
fictent oflicer, o compelent  surseon, an
amiable sentleme, and o tene fiend. The

alfairsof the Hospital, as may he mferred,
progrgsed fucorably mnder his sdminisra-
tion.

enrved ia the Medical Staff, by the depart-

Soon atler his arrival & vacaney oe-

wre of D Samnel I Ovton, who, a3 we
Tiwve hetre stated, veccived anappnintment
1 Asdaant Surceon, U= Ly, amd was

of

the
AL Surzeon

Wi, I King, who veported for duty on

orderal to the Departing
This vasaney was filled by

the fifth day of Marel, 1563, Dr. King
hae Deen in attendance on the sicl in the
ferer wanls of Dillevue Hospital, New

York, duving the prevaleneo of ship fever,
s shortly after his ;
tal symptoms of

vival nt the
fever ore

[Tospi-
wrred, which
speedily axsumed a cone
on U\l 221 of March,

< he died at t}
hady was rl-:nuzml to Ma
funera! service was
1wl the remains wer

tive form, aud
enteen days after
Hospital. s
aclinsetts for

burdal.  An impressis
held at the Un\ ntal
followwid by the M

er military escort,

ar o

al Stail, and a prop-
rond the city limits.
A medical officer was det: uled to accompa-
ny the remaing to the place of intormont,
The death of Dr. King, with the depart-
ure of Dr, Whitehead for duty in the West
as Ass’t Surgeon in the Regular Ay,
left two vacancics, which were filled,
April 20th and 22d, 1865, by A. A. Sur
geons A, DML Mills and Charles Phelps.
The former, soon after assioned to duty at
the ‘lus;ut..] was placed in eharge of the
Market St. Branch, relieving A A, Surg.
AL L. Lowell, whoe, in consequence of ill
health, soon afler resigned. Dr. Mills
continned in charge of the Market St.
Br:.mch matil December, 1863, when he

appoeinted Exeentive Otieer.  Hewas
succecled by Ao AL Surgeon K, P. Nich-
ols in the charge of the Market St. Hospi-
tal, who continued in charge until the fi-
nal abandonment of that building, on the
1st of April, 1865, Dr. Mills continned
on duty at the Hospital as Exceutive Offi-
cer until the 27th of August, 1864, when,
by order of the Medical Divector of the
Departnent, assmued charge of the
Hospital, relieving S Taylor, wha,
by order of the War Department, report- *
el at the He adquarters, Arimy of the Po-
tomae, for duaty,  Durviug Dr. Taylor's ad-
ministration, there were adwitted into the
ITospital for treaturent, thirty-five anndred
and forty-four (5544) patients.  Of these,

he

nine Trwmdved and fifty-seven (657) wore
disehaveed on Surseo: ‘vrtificate of Dis-
ability 5 cighty-three (83) died in Hospi-

tal s twonty-two (22) of Chronie Disrrlwen;
Erysipelas, 21 Bright’s Disense of Kiduey,
15 Typhoid Fever, ¢ 5 Covsumption, 125

Diptheria, 17 Congestion of Lungs, 13—
Absecss, 20 Railroad Inji vsis,
# 5 Gunshot wounds, 85 5 Ex-

haustion, 13 Drowned; 2 ;. Small ! ox, 2
Typhus Fever, 13 Conges-
sion of Brain, 25

Apoplexy, 1 3
tion of Brain, 2; Compi
Intemjieraned, 27 Knver
Dysentery, 15 Gangrene,
Lo A large number were transferred 10
other Tlospitals, a few deserted, and about
two thousand were returned to duty in the
lield,

During the latter part of the winter
sisty-two and three, the number of
paticuts  remaining  in the Hospital di-
minizhed to about three Bundreed. The
lesses on the buildings were to expire on
the first of April, 1863, and it was thought
by some that the Hospital wouald be dis-
Throush the cfforts of the
Warid, representing at
claiins off the State of
ad her soldiers, and the
sity of its continuance in
ing campaign,
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New
probable

view of the then appro
the leases wore renewed, and all its depart-
ments prepared for thereception of patients
to its foll eapacity. During the mouths
of April and May, a large number of pa-
tients were sdmitted from Washington
and wieinity; in June, the battles of
y Ford and Winchester furnished a
able number.  On June 20, 1864,
208 patients, all New Jersey soldiers, were
reccived from David’s Island by steamer
Thos. P. Way (many of these were quite
ous eases, a large number having hos-
pital gangrene) ; and, on the 10th of July,
there were admitted from the battle-fiold
of Gettyshurg, six hundred and fifty pa-
tients, nearly every once of whom were
wounded, the wounds being principally of
the head and upper extremitics. This pe-
culiarity, however, was no indication of
the natnre or seat of wounds generally re-
ceived in that great Lattle, for these had
undoubtedly been selected from among the
wounnded on the ficld, with a view to their
transportation to this place. This was the
largest number of patients received at any
one time during Dr. Taylor’s administra-
[cONTINUED o 411 racE.]




