
WAR WORK COUNCIL

Army and Navy

Young Men’s Christian Association

"WITH THE COLORS**

a?___ i9i7

%L,

WiM$k

mm :^a^.oc^g8/

§§1
$



Army and Navy

Young Men’s Christian Association

.CL

(Q- i*-~v

>fetXAO

f' rti^xj^

]^L. <j <&4y<u{ ^4ra^>y^A/OS^t^Q.



From Sergeant Elmer ©* Braeher,

July 1917.

i-e have finally arrived in France • The voyage over ms calm 

and uneventful until the last day out, which was Monday. Then we 

had just sighted land when we heard six short blasts from the 

whistle* That meant a sub attach* It was a quarter to nine, 

and the next hour was the most exciting I havo ever had* ie were 

on the (censored) which me the largest and most important in the 

fleet, and they all tried to get her* There was quite a gang of 

subs, for it was officially reported that we sank five* Believe 

me,it certainly was great to hear the guns going off and to see 

the shells hit the water* e didn’t see any of the submarines, 

but we were able to see the white water where the periscopes were*

I also saw the wake of a torpedo which passed about fifty yfyp&s 

from our stem.

we lay in the harbor for two days, and on 1 ednesday started 

out with full equipment for (censored) where we now are* We left 

at half-past nine and arrived at half past three. e had five 

stops and were walking the rest of the time* The distance was 

eighteen miles, and I never walked so far in all my life. There 

was quite a bunch that had to fall out* Ve are situated about 

four hundred miles from the front, and X think that it will be 

permanent*
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Yorembar 15, 1918

Sergeant Elmer 0* Brasher*
Base Hosoitsl § 8 

Am* F*T*

Mar Plan:-
How in the world do you expect ib to know 

that you are a sergeant unless you tell »efr In one of 
your letters you gave notice of the promotion of everyone 
else except yourself* and although I imagined that your 
great ability would not go long unrewarded T did not dare 
start addressing you as sergeant until the definite word 
did come* 1 tm mighty glsd to her*r that- you have* been 
protest eel *

Practically every one. else in your gang hat 
come back to the tUS* except you and e ere rooting very teuett 
for'fSnr return shortly* It sure rill be good to you again*

This is only a short letter to fill in «f|| I hare 
time to Trite s longer oue. Captain Ralpls Wit® blew in fro* 
the '"outh yesterday and spent the afternoon tslkin" over old 
tiw.ee* Be is going to write to you just as so cn as he goes 
back, so he says. ’ i - address is 4Pth Inf entry. Camp Seriar,
S.C.

Take good care of yourself and try to bw among 
the first of the soldiers to return to this country.

Good luck to you and all good wishes.



Convalescent Camp,
Hospital Center,Savenay 
November 29, 1918.

Dear Sil:
What the devil is the matter with you anyhow? You started off writing 

like a house a-fire and kerplunk you stopped. Is it because you havent received 
any mail from me? You threatened to stop writing if you didnt hear fromme but, 
if that is the reason it isnt my fault. I have answered every letter that I 
have received from you, so what more cen a man do? Anyway I’m giving you .this 
last chance. Dont think that i’ll write again until I hear from you. Steve 
White just came back from tha States the other day and said that he had been 
down to the college and that he had seen you. He also said that we had trimmed
Penn State and that we had a darn good team. You know I sure would like to
see a good game of football again. Guess that I’d pretty nearly go crazy to 
see the old team play again. If this reaches you while Sandy is around give 
him my best regards. How is MIKE getting along? You all havent been hit with 
the ''FLU11 have you? Isure hope that you havent for I know that it is pretty 
bad. There has been a deuce of a lot of cases of it over here and quite a 
lot of it in Rahway. Do you know Elmer Hansen? He used to hang around with 
Herb Gehring and the Bachelor bunch. Just found out the other day that he 
is in the hospital with a machine gun bullet in his leg. He is the first E 
Rahway boy that has been at the hospital and it was rather nice to see him 
even if I didnt know him very well. Gosh I pretty nearly forgot to tell you 
that I had seen old Delamater. Harry Janeway called up and said that he was
in port so I took a trip down to see him. First time I had seen him for pretty
nearly a year and a half but, he was the same old Del. Dont think that he 
has changed a bit. He was on a freight ship and thought that his next trip 
would be to Belfast,Ireland and that he would return to St. Nazaire so I may see 
him again in a couple of weeks. I sure hope so for it certainly was fine to 
see him again. The peeper had another sick spell lately. Think that it was the 
diptheria that he had this time. He is over now and on a seven day leave in
Paris. His Dad is at faris doing Red Cross work si that is how he obtained his
pass. It sure is pretty nice for him isnt It? Wish that I was in his boot s 
for the time being. He also was promoted awhile ago. Is a sergeant now. Guess 
that that is all the news that I know about the fellows. The rest of the 
Rutgers bunch are all in good health and crabbing about the same as usual.
Let me have Shrimp White's address, will you Sil? Had a letter from him a- 
while ago and then lost it. Lost his address along with the letter and as 
I would like to answer it I wish that you would send it to me. What has ever
become of Pete Ainsworth and Bub and Eddie and the rest of the gang. I know
that they are over here but that is all that I do know about them. Heard from 
Ronald Acken a while ago. He was in a hospital with a slight dose of mustard 
gas. he was just about to be discharged then so I guess that he is all right. 
Must close now and try to write a couple of other letters. Give my best regards 
to Eda and tha rest of the family.

In the Bonds



Convalescent Camp,
Hospital Center,Savenay.
December 3, 1918/

Dear Sil;
Just received your letter dated November 2nd. 

the*other day and as usual was very glad to hear from 
you. Had written to you on the twenty-ninth, giving 
you a bawling out for having stopped writing, but I 
guess that I'll have to take it all back. Wasnt that 
hard luck about Jill Jackson? He had all the chances 
in the world off connecting with a contagious disease 
during the months that he was over here** and then to 
go home and catch the 'flu'. It certainly was too 
bad. It was news about "Dutch Elmer and Dick Barr 
"kicking in". So Walt is in England with a hole in 
his leg. All I can say is that he is lucky that it 
wasnt some where else. What ever became of "Duck" 
Farley? Did he ever come across or is he still in 
the States? Before I forget it,Sil,I want to tell you 
that I received the college letter of November 6th. 
in the same mail as your letter. The collgge letter 
was might interesting and contained a whole lot of 
news. What are they going to do about the college now 
that the war is over? Is it still to be a war college 
or will it go back to the old regime? Guess that I 
cant ask you any more questions,Sil,and as I havent 
any news I think that this note had better come to a 
close.

In the Bonds



Comvalescent Camp,
Hospital Center,Savenay
December 14, 1918.

Dear Sil;
Received your short note the other day and was certainlt glad to 

hear from you. I suspect that this will be somewhat similar to yaans yours, 
for unless a happy line of bull strikes me, I havent anything particular to 
say. I might make a few appropiate and forceful remarks about the weather, 
but if I start in sussing about it the whole letter wil be ax nothing but 
a line of swearing. Let it suffice that it has done nothing but rain for the 
last two weeks or more and that everything is asea of mud. How are Eda and 
Mike? You didnt mention them so I take it that they are both in good health. 
You’ll have a Christmas tree for Kike, wont you? i’ll bet that he will be 
tickled to death with it and the presents which he will receive. Christmas 
sure will be here before one realizes it. I’ve been trying for the last month 
or so to buy something to send home and havent succeeded so I think that 
I wont send anything. Thank for the wish that I will be among the first home. 
The way it looks now,we'll be here for quite some time. There is really no 
telling tho at present. We may sail in a month hkx and then we may not sail 
for six months. It surely would be pleasant to be in the States again. I’m ; 
glad that you sent me Shrimp Whites address, for I had lost it and I owed 
him a letter. He is mighty sore that he wasnt able to come across, isnt he3 
Guess that he is just as well off tho. He might have been killed or have 
lost an arm or leg anfl."then he sure would have been out of luck.It isnt so 
here where I am now, Sil. Ona of thegreatest benefits is that I dont have to 
stand any formations. Get up when I please in the mornings and turn in when 
I please in the evenings. Generally arise at eight or eight-thirty or nine, 
and you know kkxx how well that suits me. One little piece of news that I 
know is that goe has been sent home as unfit for further duty. Had an attack 
of diptheria a while ago and it affected his heart. As a result he received 
a S.C.D. You will probably see him before this letter reaches you and learn 
all about it. He will probably give you a great line about how he fought the 
glorious bajftle of Savenay and how he is just eecovering from a bad case og 
shell-shock. Had more bull than I thought that I would have so I think that 
I had better knock off now. Hope that you all have a most Merry Christmas and 
a Happy Hew Year.

In the Bonds,

A
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Convalescent Camp, 
Hospital Center,Saven&y* 
January 14, 1919.

Dear Sil:
Received your letter of December 20 last might and it was the first 

in a devil of a while* Bont know whjat has happened to your mail but it sure 
has gone astray some where* I may receive the letter that I have missed in 
a month or so* The mail system over! here is pretty much balled up and we 
appreciate* any that we dsb receive* jjEfll forgive you seeing as you have written 
and that it isnt your fault that X !didnt get them* You sure told me a lot of 
news* I didnt know what had become jof hardly any of the old gang. Yes the 
Searr family certainly wasin hard luck and I sure di feel sorry for them*
You want to know why none of the fellows dont write, dont you? I8ve told 
themdfckfc that you wished to hear from them but can hardly blame them for not 
writing* Hell.i bells dont you know [by this time that there is nothing if interest 
to w&ite about here* I thought that* I had Impressed that upon your mind*
If we had been up where there was s'omething going on it would have been 
different. But down here where we have to get drunk for a lit til excitement 
it is -a different matter. I think that that is the reason why none of the 
fellows have written* Bid I tell you that I had received the receipt for the 
payment of the Quarterly? I dont kpow whom to thank for it but it was very 
kind of the ones who are responsible for it. Have a little bit of news for you 
Cope Herbet it at. this center as. aipatient• He is at hospital 214 which 
is a nut hospital. I havent seen him but I understand that he is suffering from 
Shell-Shock* Will try to see him in a day or so. Bont think that there will 
be any more of us going home with patients* Expect to be home for good in 
a short time so dont be surprised if I sheuld blow in on you some time in the 
near future. We know nothing definite for'no one ever has any definite dope 
in the army, but things look very promising* Hard luck that the son had the 
nFlur? and sure am glad to hear that he has suffered no damage from it*
It is half past one now and Ifm getting sleepy as the devil so I think that 
If11 have to close this letter* Hope that I see you soon*

In the Bonds
Hi


