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Front Second Lieutenant Ralph 1. Cooper '13

August 1917.

Life here is so Intensively lived that one hardly knows where to begin in 

trying to tell you of it. From 5.30 in the morning until 9.45 in the evening 

we are mystified by a vertiable kaleidoscope of drills, bayonet exercises, gren- 

and throwing, setting up exercises (Swedish), conferences, formal reviews, and 

study hours. A man with no previous military training is lost. It follows that 

the training at Rutgers is now valuable and indeed adequate.

We are a cosmopolitan group. Ken from 23 to 45 years of age, from five dif­

ferent states, from every business and profession, are all here diging for a 

commission, the better to serve in the war.

We are vaccinated, ino&m&ated, examined in general and in minute detail, 

watched and guarded so much that it is my impression, we are immune from everything 

but shrapnel, and I'm confident some one will get a serum for that malady. Really 

our left arms resemble a f. U. £. brand, which, it is rumored, makes quite an 

impression.

We hike with 6G-pound packs and rifles; we stick dummies in various parts 

of the sawdust; we slay imaginary enemies with all the nerve of a real Hun hunter; 

and yet, strangest of all, we gain weight.

You may be interested to hear of the trench digging and trench life as it is 

done here in America. The trench system is quite complete, with a fighting lay 

for every eight men, the reserve platoon hollows, the officers' quarters, the 

battalion headquarters, the officers' peepholes, the machine-gun emplacements, the 

communicating trenches, the dressing stations, the periscopes, and, in short, 

everything as we will find it in ifrance. We operate on the defensive to-day, of­

fensive tomorrow, and a general relief Saturday,



239 Parker Street, 

Newark New Jersey. 

December 4 1917.

Dear Sil,~
I am ashamed that after the ftne service you are giving the 

Rutgers men that I havent told you of my address before. I am here at 

home until the 15th, and then my address Is Leon Springs Texas. I sure 

hope you’ll keep up the good work and let me hear from you by those 

letters. Thats great stuff. And if I get a rattler or a centipede I’ll

ship it to Rutgers.
;■ ||p t. | ipIfiHi '

Yours in 1913,



December 6th. 191?

Mr. Ralph $. Cooper.

239 Parker Street.

Hewark, H.J.

Dear Ralph: -

Thank you for your letter of December 4th 

aud for your address at Leon Springs. when you get 

down there will you please send me your company or your 

regiment as 1 am afraid that a letter addressed to you simply 

at the Springs will not be delivered* 1 am going to look 

forward to your rattler or centipede. I hope that you will 

find nosothing to serd no. Phil Savage.*19 is also going 

to report at .Leon Springs and X am sure he would be mighty 

glad to see you if you could look him up. Congratulations 

on your cotnm^sion.

Yours in X9X3



February 5 1918,

Dear Sil,-

I must apologize to you for not having been more prompt 

in advising ypu of change of address, I noted that you sent the 

last letter to me at Leon Springs Texas. But I havent been there 

since the £3rd of December, The ways ofthe war department are way 

beyond the ken of a mere lieutenant like myself, but after I have 

told you my story maybe you can fathom the reason of it all.

When I arrived at Leon Springs I found that there were about 

1£00 officers there all fresh from their training camps. We had 

nothing to do and an awful place to do it. If you ever get tired 

of the place you are in, no matter where it is, just go to Leon 

Springs and youlll think that former place is heaven. We were there 

only four days when the order came that there were 800 officers 

needed in a hurry at the aviation field at San Antonio, known as 

Kelly Field. Well it didnt take long to get that many officers 

there. We were put in charge of companies of green recruits, mostly 

from Fort Slocum who were to be trained to repair, maintain and 

handle aeroplanes. In the first place that is a very technical 

branch of the service and requires special training of course. But 

did that cause the war department any uneasiness because we infan­

try officers didnt know one part of an aeroplane from another? Not 

at bit. Well we were just getting used to bluffing our way thru 

there wehn another ofder came thru that a lot of officers were 

needed in the various balloon posts all over the country.and among 

£1 others I went to Fort Omaha nebraska? That is my present address 

and from what I can see, it wll be for some time to come. I know

UNITED STATES ARMY BALLOON SCHOOL
FORT OMAHA, NEBRASKA



a great deal less abput "balloons thaA I do about earoplanes, but 

that didnt make any difference to tbe authorities. However, the 

officers in charge here seemed to realize the hopelessness of the sit: 

uation and we havent had a thing to do but nurse colds since we 

arrived here on the 8th of January. Of course it is great to see 

America first at the expense of the government. I have traveled 

about 4000 miles in great style so far and anticipate some more 

but Sil, when one multiplies my little experience by many hundreds 

of cases like it, I begin to wonder when they will have to place 

another liberty loan to pay for our amusement. It will never win 

the war will it?

It was great to learn that the collection at the college 

was growing so fast and that the nature of the trophies was so 

interesting. I can assure you that anything of interest I may be 

able to pick up will find its way there too. I am soiry that I 

have had nom opportunity to get anything but milage vouchers so 

far, but they would hardly prove interesting to you.

I shall expect tp hear from you soon and this time please 

send my copy of those good old letters to me at Fort Omaha, Heb.

UNITED STATES ARMY BALLOON SCHOOL
FORT OMAHA, NEBRASKA

yours very sincerely,



February 8, 1918

Lieut. Ralph E. Cooper,
fort Gssaha, Nebraska.

Saar Coop:

lour letter of February 5th wao very rauch 

appreciated* It is good to hoar frora you after a 

silence of several weeks and 1 ms glad to know that you 

are seeing the Country although I suppose you would 

profor to got dose to serious work.

Co not forget to keep in touch with tse and 

write whenever you find time.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours.

Director

ERS/WVR
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Lieut. Ralph E. Cooper,
Post Field,

Fort Sill, Ohio.

Dear Ralph:

It is puetty hard to keep our records up to date 

on the War Service Bureau. We now have over six hundred men 

on our list and as they are conifctually shifting we are bound 

to make mistakes now and then. I am sorry that we did not have 

you listed correctly, at I am, of course, especially anxious to 

keep in touch with the men of 1913.

haT our reunion on ?*ay 20tfc with fifteen men back. 

The whole affair vis rather quiet but everybody seemed to enjoy 

himself and we all had a good old chat over our college days. 

After the war is over we must get together and hear of the adven­

tures of you man in the service.

Good luck to you and ail best wishes.

ms/v

June 24,
19 18.

Cordially yours.
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bi«4t. Bslph fjj Goaesr*
Balloon Observation 

Tort Gmaha, Keb.

Bear Ralph:

1 did think that you were anchored 

at Oklahoiea for a while at least and X sir mighty 

pleased to have your letter of July 8th giving 

your change of address. It is always fine to 

hear from the membeire of my own class and I 

hope that you will keep in touch with me all 

during the war.

fcost cordially yours,

Italy 12*
19 18.

iXfi/f



Fort Omaha,Deb.

Sept. 23 1918/

Dear Sil,

That is rare news in your letter of the 19th that Rutgers 

is a real war machine thru and thru. And judging by the performances 

of the Rutgers men who took the former military training thSre when 

it amounted to only 4 hours a week, I dare say we'll have a rare 

lot of men trainedfor the big smash in the spring. Sinoe I am not 

very busy here just now( waiting for orfers again) I'd like to be 

there to help get the military end ofthe college going strong/ but 

its a little too far away.

I expect my nex$ move will be to Arcadia Cal. just a few miles 

inland from Dos Angeles. There is a training camp for aerial observer 

there which I am in line to at-end. It takes them the devil of a while 

to get some of us headed for France doesnt it? I have waited 7 weeks 

now for these orders, and no one can say how much longer it will take. 

In the mean while, except for a few court martial trials where I have 

been defending the prisoner, I havent had a thing to do?

The chief diversion here for a man of liesure is to attend 

the opening performance of all the movies in town. Its a great life 

for a week and after that its like being punished.

Do news old man,from me, but just a word of appreciation 

for the letters.

Yours in 1913,



Seotember 26
19 18.

Lieut. Ralph !• Cooper,
Balloon Observation,

Fort Omaha,Heb.

Dear RalpH:

ThanK you for your letter of September 

23rd. X Had expected that you would be across by 

this time and was surprised to know that you afe 

still in Nebraska . However let us hope that you 

will see some of the real action before the war is 

over. If you should go to Arcadia be sure to look 

up George tfhisler who has bean sent there for aerial 

observation. I know that he would be mighty glad to 

see you and have a talk over olden times.

vith kind personal regards,

Cordially yours,

FRS/G



Dear Sil,-

•#

Fort Omaha Nebraska. 

October 5 1918.

What do you know about this? I have a job on this 

post/the first in nine weeks, I am the liberty loan Officer 

of this post/ and Fort Orook whioh is a sub post, fe are just 

raking in the money so fast that it takes all my time to 

sort and count it. But that will soon be over and then I will 

again be waiting for orders.

I have a little girl friend from Newark who has just 

started from home for college. She has an idea that the col­

leges of all her acquaintances should be evident in the 

banners in her room. To this end will you detail one of your 

trusty men to purchase such a pennant, suitable for wall 

deooration, send me a bill for it, for whioh I will very 

promptly remit, and send the token of Rutgers, together with 

a card bearing my name, to

' Miss Margaret Vanderhoof,

Mount Ida School, 

Mewton, lass.

There isnt a devil of a lot of news, fe all go to 

tea at the home of the commanding officer this afternoon,

but that isnt exciting.

yours always in 1913,



Lieut. Ralph F. Cooper,

Fort Omaha, 1-eb.

Dear Ralph?

I arc glad to know that you have got 

something to do at last and wish you all success 

in the campaign you are conducting, lost assuredly, 

we cannot let the young lady from Fewark be disappoint­

ed, and I ate sending her today a Rutgers banner together 

withaa card bearing your name. The cost wan one dollar.

October 10
19 18

0

Good luck to you end all best wishes 

Sincerely yours,



October 21tl2\B

Lieut. Ralph E* Cooper
Balloon Observation Schoolt

Arcadia fCalif•

Tmmr B*lph:

1 am glad to know itet you rill have 

a chanBie of scene for the next few months. A winter 

at California is surely a pleasant way to be at war#, 

but T hope tttb yoi* that you are able to- get to the 

other side before things are entirely finished* ^lease 

remsTcber rr& to f!?orge WMmler if you see him# I think 

that T told you he is now married* I have never received 

a copy of the * res din Observer and would appreciate your

sending me one.

Cordially yours,
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COLLINS & CORBIN
COUNSELLORS AT LAW 

NO. 243 WASHINGTON STREET

GILBERT COLLINS CHARLES B. HUGHES

GEORGE S. HOBART CLEMENT K. CORBIN

ROBERT J. BAIN EDWARD A. MARKLEY

CHARLES E. CORBIN 

CHARLES W. BROADHURST

Mr, Earl Reed Silvers,
Rutgers College,
New Brunswick, N, J,

Bear Sil:

Your last letter of January 15thhas had a 7,000 
mile trip in finding me inasmuch as I received my discharge from 
"this man's Army" on January 4th and left forthwith pell mell 
with great haste for Newark, N, J,

George Whistler who, as you know, married a very 
charming girl in Pasadena, Calif,, sent you. through me his very 
kind personal regards and sometime when i*^preseSts itself I 
surely want to come down and have a talk with you and see your col 
lection of trophies, I suppose that will have to he some Saturday 
afternoon or Sunday and I presume that you are very seldom if 
ever in New Brunswick on those occasions,

I note what you say in regard to the yellow tags 
which the freshmen are wearing. Don't you think it an excellent 
idea from the standpoint of having everyone well acquainted in 
College to have some such name tag on the chest of each freshman, 
for it will necessitate their getting acquainted with one another 
and with everyone in College knowing who they are,

I certainly envy you your opportunity in seeing 
real old Rutgers'; College spirit again in those freshmen-sophomore 
rushes.

We have heard something to the effect that Dr. 
Scott is no longer actively engaged in the College. Some slight 
word concerning him would be appreciated I tfcink by most of the 
alumni,

Very truly yours,

REC/LC


