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Rudolph Elmer, 2nd Lieutenant, Infantry, U.S.A. a graduate 

of Atlantic City High School 1913 and of Rutgers College 

1917 died of pneumonia at Camp Sevier, Greenville, S.C. 

on Friday, October 11, 1918- aged 22 years and 6 months.

After graduation from Atlantic City High School "Dutch" 

as he was familiarly called, entered Rutgers College, from 

which college he graduated in 1917 as a chemist.

He attempted to get a government position, and while 

waiting for the same he was employed by the Monsanto Chemical 

Company at St Louis, Mo,, where he left as soon as he received 

his appointment as a government chemist.

He was then stationed at Washington, D.C., where the 

head of the department, for which he worked, had gotten ex

emption from military service for him, because his work was 

necessary.

Not being satisfied to stay at home when he had one brother 

already in the army and lots of his friends also there, he 

enlisted on May 15, 1918 and entered the Fourth Officers' Train

ing School at Camp Meade, Md., whre he remained until the school 

was transferred to Camp Gordon, Atlanta Geo., from where he 

graduated as a 2nd. Lieutenant of Infantry.

After graduation he was ordered to report for duty at 

Camp Jackson, Columbia, S.C.

On September 24th he was ordered to Camp Sevier, Greenville, 

8.C., as an instructor in infantry training. Last Saturday,

Oct. 4th he was transferred to a new company in the same camp
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and it is generally believed that this transfer cost him his 

younf life, as, being new in the company, he did not want to 

report sick and worked all day Saturday and part of Sunday.

On Sunday evening he walked into the Hospital unassisted and 

dropped into a chair unconscious. The physicians claim they 

had to give him restoratives before he could b« put to bed 

and that they despaired of saving his life,. Sunday night.

It is claimed he had pneumonia twenty -four hours before reporting 
sick.

After the rest, however, he rallied and his people were 

not informed of his illness until Tuesday.

His mother and two of his three brothers were with him 

until the end cane. He was sure all was \vell with him and 

fought hard to live- but in vain.

He was perfectly conscious most of the time and in the few 

delirious periods he had, he constantly spoke of his work.

We can truly say: He was a martyr to our Couhtry's cause- 

a martyr to Liberty.

If there is any other information needed for record, we will 

gladly furnish same.



October 24 
19 16

Mrs* Marie E* Elmer
Fgg Harbor City,!?.?.

Ky dear Mrs* Hater:

Tour letter e# October 12th, addressed to Rutgers College 

has been received* We are very grateful for your thoughtfulness in advising 

us of the facts concerning the life and death of your son, Lieutenant Rudolph 

Miner* We thought a good deal of bin here at the college and we feel that 

Rutgers has suffered a distinct loss in his ddath* May I express our deepest 

sympathy to you in you r bresvement•

1 would greatly appreciate some additional facts concerning 

Lieutenant Miner;—his date and place of birth, his early schooling, his 

church connection and any other facts of his life before entering college 

which you think would be of interest to his friends* I would appreciate 

also a picture of hin which will be returned to you as soon as we can have 

a cut made for publication in the Rutgers Alumni Quarterly*

Lieutenant Elmer was known to me personally. Re seemed 

to be’"very much of a mam and his sudden death has been e big shock* I 

wish to add my personal sympathy to that of the college*

KR£/0

Very sincerely youne.
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Becember 9, 1918

Mrs. Earle R. Eli*er,

Egg Harbor City, K.J. 

hy dear Mrs* Mwer,

Thank you for your letter of Beceraber 6th. 

appreciate deeply your kind interest in the college which w«3 

Hudolph*s Alma 1© shall be very glad, too, to have his

picture for the Quarterly.

Vary sincerely yours.
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