
 

 
 

Figure 1.  Among public schools with any sworn law enforcement officers present at 
school at least once a week, percentage with officers present at specific times and 
percentage with any officers present for all instructional hours every day, by times 
present and school level: School year 2015-16.  Reprinted from Indicators of School 
Crime and Safety: 2017, by Lauren Musu-Gillette, Anlan Zhang, Ke Wang, Jizhi Zhang, 
Jana Kemp, Melissa Diliberti and Barbara A. Oudekerk, March 2018, retrieved from 
http:// nces.ed.gov or https://bhs.gov  
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1 The questionnaire provided the following examples of selected school activities: athletic and social events, open houses, and science fairs. 
2 Primary schools are defined as schools in which the lowest grade is not higher than grade 3 and the highest grade is not higher than grade 8.  
3 Secondary schools include both middle and high schools as well as combined schools. Middle schools are defined as schools in which the lowest 
grade is not lower than grade 4 and the highest grade is not higher than grade 9. High schools are defined as schools in which the lowest grade is 
not lower than grade 9 and the highest grade is not higher than grade 12. Combined schools have any combination of grades (including K–12) that 
is not defined specifically as primary, middle, or high school. 
NOTE: Sworn law enforcement officers include School Resource Officers as well as other sworn law enforcement officers who are not School 
Resource Officers. School Resource Officers are sworn law enforcement officers with arrest authority who have specialized training and are assigned 
to work in collaboration with school organizations. Responses were provided by the principal or the person most knowledgeable about crime and 
safety issues at the school. “At school” was defined to include activities happening in school buildings, on school grounds, on school buses, and 
at places that hold school-sponsored events or activities. Schools could answer “yes” to more than one question about the presence of officers at 
various times. Schools indicating the presence of officers at multiple times are included in each applicable category. For example, a school that 
indicated officers were present at any time during school hours at least once a week and also indicated officers were present for all instructional hours 
every day would be included in both of these categories. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2015–16 School Survey on Crime and Safety (SSOCS), 2016.

In addition to the prevalence and type of security 
staff present in schools, it is also important to know 
at what times these officers were actually present at 
school. During the 2015–16 school year, primary 
and secondary schools reported using sworn law 
enforcement officers at various times during and 
outside of school hours. For example, among primary 
schools with any sworn law enforcement officer 
present at least once a week, the percentage of schools 
that reported having an officer present when school 
activities were not occurring (37 percent) was lower 
than the percentage of schools reporting that an officer 
was present at selected activities7 (60 percent) and 
when students were arriving or leaving (67 percent; 
figure S1.3 and table S1.2). The same pattern was 
observed for secondary schools with any sworn law 
enforcement officer: 45 percent of secondary schools 
reported that a sworn law enforcement officer was 
present when school activities were not occurring 

7 The questionnaire provided the following examples of selected 
school activities: athletic and social events, open houses, and 
science fairs.

compared with 87 percent that reported that officers 
were present at selected activities and 88 percent that 
reported that officers were present while students were 
arriving or leaving. 

For all specific times asked about on the survey, 
a lower percentage of primary schools than of 
secondary schools reported having an officer present. 
Additionally, 13 percent of primary schools with any 
sworn law enforcement officer had an officer present 
for all instructional hours every day that the school 
was in session compared with 46 percent of secondary 
schools.8

8 Respondents were instructed to include officers who are 
used as temporary coverage while regularly assigned officers 
are performing duties external to the school (such as attending 
court) or during these officers’ personal leave time. Respondents 
were instructed to check “No” if their school does not have 
officer coverage while regularly assigned officers are performing 
duties external to the school (such as attending court) or during 
these officers’ personal leave time.


