
 

 
 

Figure 2.  Among public schools with any sworn law enforcement officers present at 
school at least once a week, percentage with officers participating in selected activities, 
by type of activity and school level:  School year 2015-2016.  Reprinted from Indicators 
of School Crime and Safety: 2017, by Lauren Musu-Gillette, Anlan Zhang, Ke Wang, 
Jizhi Zhang, Jana Kemp, Melissa Diliberti and Barbara A. Oudekerk, March 2018, 
retrieved from http:// nces.ed.gov or https://bhs.gov  
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1 The questionnaire provided the following examples of courses or training: drug-related education, criminal law, or crime prevention courses.  
2 The questionnaire provided the following example of providing information about legal definitions for recording or reporting purposes: defining 
assault for school authorities. 
3 Primary schools are defined as schools in which the lowest grade is not higher than grade 3 and the highest grade is not higher than grade 8.  
4 Secondary schools include both middle and high schools as well as combined schools. Middle schools are defined as schools in which the lowest 
grade is not lower than grade 4 and the highest grade is not higher than grade 9. High schools are defined as schools in which the lowest grade is 
not lower than grade 9 and the highest grade is not higher than grade 12. Combined schools have any combination of grades (including K–12) that 
is not defined specifically as primary, middle, or high school. 
NOTE: Sworn law enforcement officers include School Resource Officers as well as other sworn law enforcement officers who are not School 
Resource Officers. School Resource Officers are sworn law enforcement officers with arrest authority who have specialized training and are 
assigned to work in collaboration with school organizations. Responses were provided by the principal or the person most knowledgeable about 
crime and safety issues at the school. “At school” was defined to include activities happening in school buildings, on school grounds, on school 
buses, and at places that hold school-sponsored events or activities. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2015–16 School Survey on Crime and Safety (SSOCS), 2016.

SSOCS:2016 also asked schools with any sworn 
law enforcement officer present at least once a week 
whether sworn law enforcement officers participated 
in ten specific activities while at school during the 
2015–16 school year. With the exception of teaching 
a law-related education course, a lower percentage of 
primary schools than of secondary schools reported 
having an officer who participated in each activity 
(figure S1.5 and table S1.4).

The most common activities that officers participated 
in varied by school level; however, when comparing 
the five most prevalent officer activities reported 
by primary schools and secondary schools, there 
were three activities common across both school 
levels: coordinating with local police and emergency 
teams, enforcing security/patrolling, and identifying 
problems in the school and proactively seeking 
solutions. Among primary schools with any sworn 
law enforcement officer present at least once a week, 
73 percent had an officer who coordinated with local 
police and emergency teams; 67 percent had an officer 

who enforced security/patrolled; and 64 percent had 
an officer who identified problems in the school 
and proactively sought solutions. The other two 
most common activities in primary schools were 
mentoring students and controlling motor vehicle 
traffic (both 59 percent). Among secondary schools 
with any sworn law enforcement officer, 93 percent 
had an officer who coordinated with local police 
and emergency teams; 88 percent had an officer 
who enforced security/patrolled; and 81 percent 
had an officer who provided information to school 
authorities about legal definitions. The other two 
most common activities in secondary schools were 
identifying problems in the school and proactively 
seeking solutions (81 percent) and recording or 
reporting discipline problems to school authorities 
(79 percent). Among both primary and secondary 
schools with any sworn law enforcement officer, the 
least common activity reported was having an officer 
who taught a law-related education course or training 
for students. 


